
Modern Korea – Struggle to Defend Socialism

Kim Il Sung, father of the Korean nation, passed away in 1994. Availing itself of this opportunity, the 
US became ever more pronounced in their attempt to launch a military offensive against the DPRK and
put persistent pressure on it in the political, economic, ideological, cultural, diplomatic and other fields 
in a bid to stifle it.

Worse still, the Korean people had to undergo the “Arduous March” and forced march due to severe 
shortages of food, fuel and electric power caused by recurrent natural disasters.

Kim Jong Il established Songun politics as the main mode of his politics as the Korean people were 
building socialism in the face of imperialists’ encirclement and their military threat. He defined the 
KPA as the main force of the revolution and led it to set an example for the whole country in all work 
and make a breakthrough in the van of socialist economic construction.

Under the slogans “Let us take upon ourselves both national defence and socialist construction!” and 
“When the Party is determined, we can do anything!” the KPA service personnel performed miracles in 
the efforts to build power stations and other monumental structures and realign the land across the 
country and bring about the country’s prosperity and the people’s well-being.

Kim Jong Il called the spirit displayed by the KPA service personnel the revolutionary soldier spirit and
ensured that all sectors and units emulated the spirit and that the service personnel and people pooled 
their efforts to break through difficulties and effect a fresh upswing in the revolution and construction.

The Korean people braved all difficulties and ordeals under the slogan “Let us go the thorny path 
cheerfully!” They launched the movement to build small- and large-sized power stations on a large 
scale so as to solve the issue of great strain on power generation. True to the WPK’s policies of 
launching seed revolution and bringing about a radical turn in potato farming and double cropping, 
fresh changes were witnessed in the agricultural sector. All the fields of feudal structure across the 
country were standardized into large ones and several gravity-fed waterways were built, with the result 
that the irrigation network in the countryside was improved at a higher level.

A large number of stock farms, poultry farms and fish-breeding farms provided with hi-tech facilities 
mushroomed in different parts of the country. Vigorous efforts have been made to put the steel- and 
iron-making industry on a modern basis. Many light-industry bases, including condiment factories, 
have been newly built or renovated on the basis of latest technologies. The young Koreans built the 40-
km-long Youth Hero Road between Pyongyang and Nampho, displaying their heroic mettle to the 
world.

The scientists and technicians have made eye-opening achievements in basic science, life science, 
information engineering and other sectors. In particular, they succeeded in the satellite launch and 
nuclear tests respectively on two occasions, thus demonstrating the might of Juche Korea.

Thanks to Songun politics, solid foundations have been laid for realizing the independent and peaceful 
reunification of Korea. As top priority has been given to building up the country’s military capabilities, 
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the schemes of the US and south Korean bellicose forces to start a new war on the Korean peninsula 
were frustrated at every step and the peace and stability in the region ensured. This being the situation, 
the inter-Korean summit was made in June 2000 for the first time in the history of Korea’s division, at 
which the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration, a milestone for Korea’s reunification, was adopted. It
resulted in bringing about the thrilling June 15 era of reunification when the Koreans in the north and 
the south, who had been in hostile confrontation with each other, joined hands for unity and 
reunification under the ideal of By Our Nation Itself. 2007 witnessed another inter-Korean summit, 
which produced the October 4 Declaration, an action programme for the June 15 Joint Declaration.


