
Modern Korea – Post-war Reconstruction and Socialist Construction

The war damage in the DPRK was beyond description. During the three-year-long war the US 
imperialists dropped 18 bombs on average per square kilometre in the northern half of Korea, reducing 
towns and rural villages into debris. Not only the sectors of the economy, including industry, 
agriculture and rail transport, but the establishments of education, culture and public health were all 
devastated. The Korean people lost all their shelters and household goods and were short of food and 
clothes.

Regarding heavy industry as the main link in the effort to successfully solve all problems in the 
postwar rehabilitation, Kim Il Sung advanced the line of economic construction on giving priority to 
heavy industry and simultaneously developing light industry and agriculture. He saw to it that great 
efforts were directed to boost grain production in order to solve urgent food shortage at the earliest 
possible date while transforming the private peasant economy along the socialist cooperative lines in 
rural areas.

The Three-Year National Economic Plan (1954-1956) was worked out according to this policy, and the 
Korean people overfulfilled it ahead of schedule, tightening their belts and displaying the revolutionary
spirit of self-reliance to overcome the obstacles in their way.

In the wake of the Three-Year National Economic Plan, they carried out several stages of national 
economic development plans, including Five-Year Plan, Six-Year Plan and three rounds of Seven-Year 
Plan, through which they made eye-opening achievements in the campaign to put the national economy
on a Juche-oriented, modern and scientific footing. As a result, the DPRK was turned into a socialist 
industrial-agricultural state based on the sound foundations of the independent national economy in 
1961, and a socialist industrial state in 1970. With the promulgation of the decree of the Supreme 
People’s Assembly on eliminating the tax system once and for all, a hangover from the outdated 
society, in March 1974, the DPRK became the first tax-free country in the world.

In August 1958 the agricultural cooperativization and the socialist transformation of private trade and 
industry were brought to completion, with the result that a socialist system was established in the 
DPRK. Kim Il Sung defined the three revolutions–ideological, technological and cultural–as the tasks 
of the continuous revolution that should be carried out after the establishment of the socialist system, 
and put forward modelling the whole society on the Juche idea as the general task of the revolution for 
completely realizing the independence of the working masses and the ultimate programme of the WPK.
To this end, he set forth a series of tasks for remoulding all the members of society on revolutionary, 
working-class and intellectual patterns and making the national economy Juche-oriented, modern and 
scientific.

He initiated a great upsurge in socialist construction and the Chollima Movement and inspired all the 
people to brave the hardships and obstacles in the way of their struggle.

Under the slogan “Let us dash forward at the speed of Chollima!” advanced by Kim Il Sung the Korean
working class and other people gave full play to the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance and fortitude, 
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tapping all available reserves and launching such campaigns to increase production and make 
economies, and thus performed world-startling miracles and innovations on all fronts of socialist 
construction. The movement to create the speed of the 80s was pushed forward in all fields and units of
the national economy to attain the ten long-term objectives of socialist economic construction advanced
at the Sixth Congress of the WPK before the set time and glorify the 1980s as a decade of exploits 
performed in socialist construction.

The socialist culture was brought into fuller bloom in the DPRK.

The universal 11-year compulsory education system came into effect throughout the DPRK from 1975. 
The DPRK Law on the Nursing and Upbringing of Children was enacted in 1976 to consolidate by law 
the system of bringing up all children at state and public expense, and the Theses on Socialist 
Education was made public in 1977. The policy of making the whole society intellectual, which was 
aimed at raising the cultural and technical standards of all members of society to the level equal to a 
university graduate, was realized. A golden era was ushered in in all the sectors of the art and literature,
including the cinema, opera, drama and novel. Televisions found their way into every household across 
the DPRK and modern cultural establishments mushroomed in different parts of the country so as to 
fully meet the people’s demands.

Remarkable successes were registered in the efforts to accomplish the cause of national reunification. 
In 1972 high-level inter-Korean talks were held and the July 4 North-South Joint Statement was 
adopted, in which the north and south of Korea confirmed the three principles of national reunification
—independence, peaceful reunification and great national unity—as their common reunification 
programme. They were followed by multifaceted dialogues and agreements. Inter-Korean projects for 
cooperation and exchanges became brisk, including the north side’s huge assistance to the flood-
stricken south side in 1984. In 1990 the Pan-National Alliance for Korea’s Reunification (Pomminryon)
and other reunification-oriented organizations were formed with the aim of achieving the great unity of 
the whole nation and the independent and peaceful reunification of Korea, and various functions for 
reunification were held in the north and south of Korea. Today the three principles of national 
reunification, the plan for founding the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo (1980) and the Ten-
Point Programme of the Great Unity of the Whole Nation for the Reunification of the Country (1993), 
all of which were advanced by President Kim Il Sung, serve as the three charters to be maintained in 
the movement for Korea’s reunification.

The First Session of the Fifth Supreme People’s Assembly in December 1972 adopted the Socialist 
Constitution of the DPRK and elected Kim Il Sung President of the DPRK.

The Eighth Plenary Meeting of the Fifth Workers’ Party of Korea in February 1974 elected Kim Jong Il
a member of the Political Committee of the WPK Central Committee and acclaimed him as the only 
successor to Kim Il Sung in reflection of the unanimous will and aspiration of all the Korean people.

Under the historic circumstances in April 1992 when they entered a new epochal phase in the drive to 
implement the Third Seven-Year Plan and carry forward the socialist cause the Korean people greeted 



the 80th birthday of Kim Il Sung as the greatest auspicious event of the Korean nation and a grand 
political festival common to humankind.


