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President Kim Il Sung

Short biography

President Kim Il Sung was born in Mangyongdae, Pyongyang, on April 15, 1912, the eldest son of
Kim Hyong Jik and Kang Pan Sok.

His father named him Song Ju, hoping that he would become the pillar of the country.

He spent his boyhood moving frequently to various areas of Korea and China with his parents, who 
were engaged in revolutionary activities.
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He gained a good command of Chinese because he had learned it at an early age and studied at a 
Chinese school, thanks to his father’s farsightedness. This made a great contribution to his future anti-
Japanese joint struggle with the Chinese people.

In March 1923, he made a journey of 250 miles from Badaogou in China to Mangyongdae, true to the 
lofty idea of his father that, in order to make revolution, he should know the actual situation in his own 
country well, and studied at Changdok School in Chilgol, the place of his mother’s maiden home.

In January 1925, he heard the news that his father had been arrested again by the Japanese police, and 
resolutely left Mangyongdae with a firm determination not to return until Korea had won its 
independence.

In June 1926, after his father Kim Hyong Jik’s death, he was admitted to Hwasong Uisuk School, a 
two-year military-political school belonging to an anti-Japanese nationalist organization in Huadian, 
China, where he organized the Down-with-Imperialism Union (DIU) and was acclaimed its leader on 
October 17 the same year.

He left Hwasong Uisuk School after half a year of study in order to carry on his revolutionary activities
on a full-scale basis and moved the arena of his revolutionary activity to Jilin.

While studying at Jilin Yuwen Middle School, he reorganized the DIU into the Anti-Imperialist Youth 
League, a more mass-based organization, on August 27, 1927 and founded the Young Communist 
League of Korea on August 28.

He also formed various mass organizations and led the anti-Japanese struggle.

He clarified the path of the Korean revolution and the strategic and tactical problems for the fulfilment 
of its main task at Kalun Meeting held from June 30 to July 2, 1930.

He formed the first party organization―the Society for Rallying Comrades―on July 3 in Kalun and 
organized the Korean Revolutionary Army, a political and paramilitary organization to make 
preparations for an anti-Japanese armed struggle, in Guyushu, Yitong County, on July 6 the same year.

He founded the Anti-Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army (later reorganized into the Korean People’s 
Revolutionary Army), a standing revolutionary army, on April 25, 1932, led the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle and liberated the country on August 15, 1945.

He formed the Central Organizing Committee of the Communist Party of North Korea and proclaimed 
the founding of the Party on October 10, 1945.

He established the Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea, was elected Chairman on February 
8, 1946 and made public the 20-Point Platform.

He founded the Workers’ Party of North Korea by merging the Communist Party of North Korea with 
the New Democratic Party of Korea in August 1946.

He led the drive to implement the tasks of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution 
successfully in a short period of time.



He organized the first democratic election and established the People’s Assembly of North Korea, 
where he was elected Chairman of the People’s Committee of North Korea, a new central power organ, 
and set forth the tasks for the period of transition to socialism.

He developed the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army into the Korean People’s Army, a regular 
revolutionary armed force, in February 1948.

On September 9, 1948, he founded the DPRK, a unified central government of the Korean people, and 
was elected Premier of the Government, head of state, by the unanimous will of the entire Korean 
nation.

He called the joint plenary meeting of the central committees of the Workers’ Parties of North and 
South Korea on June 30, 1949, where he was elected Chairman of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea.

From June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953, he led the Fatherland Liberation War to a brilliant victory, 
safeguarding national sovereignty and starting US imperialism on its decline.

On August 5, 1953, he put forward the basic line of post-war economic construction at the 6th Plenary 
Meeting of the Party Central Committee and led the struggle for its implementation. 

He pushed forward socialist revolution aimed at transforming production relations along socialist lines 
in urban and rural areas, in parallel with post-war economic construction. 

He was elected again Chairman of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea at the 3rd and
4th Congresses of the WPK held in April 1956 and September 1961. 

He advanced a new idea of uninterrupted revolution and defined the three revolutions—ideological, 
technical and cultural—as its main contents. 

He called the 5th Plenary Meeting of the 4th Party Central Committee in December 1962 and set forth 
a new strategic policy of simultaneously carrying on economic construction and defence building in 
order to cope with the increasingly blatant moves of the US imperialists to unleash another war. 

He was elected General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea at the 14th 
Plenary Meeting of the 4th Party Central Committee which was held in October 1966. 

He successfully led the drive to implement the historic task of industrialization from 1957 to 1970. 

He was elected President of the DPRK according to the new Socialist Constitution of the DPRK 
adopted at the first session of the 5th Supreme People’s Assembly in December 1972. 

He was re-elected General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea at the 
5th and 6th Congresses of the WPK held in 1970 and 1980. 

He defined the modelling of the whole society on the Juche idea as the general task of the Korean 
revolution. 



He set forth the three principles of national reunification in May 1972, the plan for founding a 
Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo in October 1980 and the 10-Point Programme of the Great 
Unity of the Whole Nation for the Reunification of the Country in April 1993. 

He found a brilliant solution to the issue of successor in order to safeguard socialism and accomplish 
the revolutionary cause of Juche. 

In June 1994, he met former US President Jimmy Carter in Pyongyang and created favourable 
conditions for opening DPRK-US negotiations about the nuclear issue and a north-south summit. 

He worked hard for the Party and the revolution, for the country and the people, for global 
independence till the last moment of his life and died of sudden illness in his office at two o’clock on 
the morning of July 8, 1994. 

He lived up to the motto “The people are my God” all his life. 

He was awarded the titles of Generalissimo of the DPRK, DPRK Hero (three times), and Labour Hero. 

He met over 70 000 foreign guests including heads of state and government and party leaders, and paid 
visits to 16 countries on 106 occasions. 

He received 372 decorations, medals and honorary titles from foreign countries and international 
organizations.

His statue was erected in China, the International Kim Il Sung Prize was instituted and is awarded, and 
more than 480 streets, institutions and organizations in over 100 countries were named after him.

Anecdotes

Glasses of Liquor Received by Young Korean Businesspeople in Japan
One day in mid-October 1985, President Kim Il Sung hosted a luncheon for a delegation of young 
Korean businesspeople in Japan.

They were overwhelmed by his kindness.

The President personally filled their glasses with liquor, saying that they did not need to exchange 
formal speeches as they had already been conversing.

They could not bring themselves to empty their glasses, thinking it would be discourteous of them to 
drink in front of him.

Looking at them standing up straight and rigid with glasses in their hands, the host put his glass down 
on the table and said:

“When else should we have an alcoholic drink, other than on such a happy day as today? I will drink 
after you.”
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Still, the guests did not empty their glasses. The host looked at them closely for a while, and then told 
them an emotional story about what had happened when he had visited Ryuda Island in the middle of 
the Tuman River during his anti-Japanese armed struggle. He said as follows:

At that time the whole village came out to welcome me and my party. The elders, dressed in turumagi 
(a Korean overcoat for men), bowed low in front of me, calling me “General.” I managed to make them
stand up. Then they knelt on the ground, one of them holding up a glass of liquor, saying that they 
wanted to offer it to me. I declined their offer, and asked them not to behave in such a way in front of a 
young man. However, they insisted, saying, “It is true that you are young, but how could ordinary 
people offer wine to a general while standing? It is against Korean courtesy.” I could do nothing but 
kneel down and empty the glass.

After telling his story, Kim Il Sung said in a soft tone:

“The reason why I have told you this story is because all of you are solemnly standing in total silence, 
without emptying your glasses. But I want to tell you that circumstances today are not like they were in
the past, and this is the era when comradeship prevails.”

A tearful meeting

One September day in 1974, President Kim Il Sung was receiving several home-visiting delegations 
from Chongryon including one of young artistes and sportspeople.

Tears welled up in their eyes as they took it in turn to present bouquets to the President, whom they had
been longing to see.

He gave each of them a gentle pat on the shoulder, saying that he had invited them all because he 
wanted to see them, and they should not cry on this happy day. He, too, was almost in tears as he 
comforted his guests.

But seeing that they could still not keep the tears from their eyes, the President consoled them again, 
and then changed the subject, asking them in turn about their jobs. He then asked the officials 
accompanying them whether they had been to Mt. Paektu, whether the young 15-year-olds found it 
difficult to make such a long journey in company with the older people, whether they might feel 
seasick on their way back if they took the ship, the Mangyongbong, and whether or not they had been 
seasick on the voyage to the homeland.

He then moved towards a platform where other guests were waiting. He extended a warm welcome to 
these visitors, too. A shout of joy exploded among the audience.

As the noise subsided, the President said: “I frequently meet many foreign delegations and Korean 
officials from different sectors, but I am never more pleased than when I meet home-visiting 
compatriots from Japan.

“The sense of kinship between compatriots is deep-seated. My heart throbs with delight each time I am 
informed that compatriots will visit the homeland from an alien land where they are living a hard life, 
and even more so when I meet them.”
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Many of the guests began to sob again before he concluded his speech.

The President, too, was emotional, and he removed his glasses and dried his tears on a handkerchief. 
After a while, he resumed his speech, saying he was very happy to see them that day, and he would be 
happier if he met young students and other people from south Korea after the country was reunified. He
added that he was so moved at seeing them all in tears that he was unable to speak properly.

He held his hands out in a gesture to calm the audience, and said that they would meet again on the 
road of revolution and should work harder to complete the cause of national reunification. And then he 
explained the tasks to be tackled by the Korean Youth League in Japan.

The Legend of Kumdang and Sindok Natural Mineral Water
One day in August 1985 President Kim Il Sung was having a meal with Chongryon officials. During 
the meal he asked them to drink some Sindok Natural Mineral Water, saying that it was good for the 
health.

They tried it and found it refreshing.

Looking around at them, Kim Il Sung said: “There’s a place called Kumdang-ri in Onchon County, 
South Phyongan Province. ‘Kumdang’ means golden donkey.”

Then he told them the legend of how Kumdang village had come into being.

Once upon a time, a hunter lived in a village. One day he went hunting. He saw a deer and shot an 
arrow at it. The arrow lodged in the deer’s leg. The hunter ran after the deer. Suddenly, the deer was 
engulfed in a ring of haze, and disappeared.

After a moment the haze lifted and revealed a golden donkey. The hunter was so astonished that he 
gave no thought to shooting the donkey. The golden donkey disappeared and the deer reappeared. It 
limped towards a spring, drank the water and washed its bleeding leg in it.

Then, to the surprise of the hunter, the deer stretched out and leapt up to the top of a nearby mountain, 
as if it had never been wounded. The hunter tried the water, and found it refreshing.

Afterwards he built himself a house beside the spring. As time went by he grew stronger and stronger, 
until he could fire an arrow as far as 40 km.

The story spread rapidly across the country and lots of people gathered where he lived. Thus a village 
was created, called Kumdang-ri.

Winding up his story, Kim Il Sung said: “The water of Kumdang-ri is Sindok Natural Mineral Water. 
Ten years ago, I visited Kumdang-ri and I saw elderly people over 100 years old making straw ropes, 
cushions and reed mats.”

The Chongryon officials, who had been fascinated by his story, fell into deep thought. Although they 
had heard that Kim Il Sung was very knowledgeable about nature, geography, history and customs, 
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they had never imagined that he would know even the history of the spring water from a small rural 
village far from the capital city.

Eternal Guideline

Late in June 1979 President Kim Il Sung climbed Mt Paektu.

At the summit he looked round the mountain with a beaming smile on his face.

Mt Paektu was a historic place where Kim Il Sung fought against Japanese imperialist aggressors. 
Scores of years passed since then but it preserved its lofty and stately appearance and seemed delighted
and excited at greeting again the young commander who was in his 20s.

Kim Il Sung said that Mt Paektu looked imposing and magnificent to see at any time.

Casting his eyes on a chain of mountain ridges, he said after a while that Maanshan was in sight, 
adding that Maanshan was so called because it looked like a saddle. He then was overcome with a deep
thought.

That day he told the accompanying officials about Maanshan and Neidaoshan and referred to the need 
to intensify the education in the revolutionary traditions among the Party members and other working 
people through Mt. Paektu, so as to convey forever the exploits and experiences the Korean 
revolutionaries performed and gained in the days of the anti-Japanese war under the banner of Juche.

His instructions on steadfastly defending the revolutionary traditions and vigorously conducting 
education in the revolutionary traditions served as an important guideline the Korean people should 
hold fast to in their struggle.

Guarantee for victory

In November 1936 President Kim Il Sung met people who visited a secret camp with relief materials 
for the anti-Japanese guerrilla army. He appreciated the materials associated with their delicate 
workmanship and sincerity, and spoke highly of them for their readiness to aide the army.

He said: Unity is precisely strength and major guarantee for victory. The enemies are most afraid of 
that broad sections of people will be united in one. Nobody can check such unity, if they rise against 
the Japanese imperialists and their stooges in an organizational way, banded together.

Looking at the people in great excitement, he continued: People’s sincere assistance to the guerrillas is 
a great inspiration to them in their struggle to wipe out the vicious Japanese imperialist gangsters. The 
Japs will surely go to ruin before long, whereas the revolution will certainly emerge victorious. 
However, the Japanese imperialists will never die out of their own accord. Therefore, when all the 
Korean people fight out against them, firmly rallied as one behind the Association for the Restoration 
of the Fatherland, they can achieve victory.

The visitors expressed their firm determination to achieve historic cause of national liberation without 
fail through their concerted efforts with the guerrilla army, true to the noble intention of Kim Il Sung.
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Twin “Guests”

On April 12, 1992, President Kim Il Sung arranged a luncheon in honour of Norodom Sihanouk, king 
of Cambodia, and his party who were on a visit to Korea.

Looking around at the guests, Kim Il Sung said to them that he would tell an interesting story.

All eyes were focused on him.

Kim Il Sung started telling his story.

It happened at a bus stop.

An old man was reading a newspaper, sitting on a bench. Another old man sitting next to him asked:

“Any news?”

“The Cambodian King Norodom has arrived in Pyongyang.”

“Then Sihanouk must be accompanying him.”

“What do you mean? … Sihanouk is accompanying whom?”

“Sihanouk is always with him, which means both of them must have come together.”

“Oh, you’re so ignorant. Norodom and Sihanouk are one and the same person; Norodom is his surname
and Sihanouk is his given name.”

“Have I been confused? It’s very kind of you to explain it to me.”

Looking at each other, the two old men laughed.

When Kim Il Sung ended his story, the party burst out laughing.

Both King Sihanouk and Queen Monique split their sides with laughter, drying their tears with 
handkerchiefs. The President also laughed pleasantly.

The Instinct of Bees and the Fundamental Principle of Party Building
The following happened when President Kim Il Sung was having talks with a delegation of a political 
party of a country.

The head of the delegation said: “We are making proactive efforts to learn from the experience of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea. I would be grateful if you could teach us the most important task in 
successfully carrying out the revolution and construction.”

Kim Il Sung answered: “It is important, above all else, to build up the party in order to carry out the 
revolution and construction successfully.”

He continued that only then was it possible to rally the masses of the people around the party and 
achieve success in the struggle for realizing their independence.

The head of the delegation said that he understood, and added that he had another question to ask.
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“Please,” said Kim Il Sung.

“What should we do to build up our party?” asked the foreign guest.

Kim Il Sung repeated this question to himself, picking up a pencil and tapping it lightly on the table. 
After a while, he asked the foreign guest: “Do you know how bees live?”

“What do you mean?” asked the latter.

With a meaningful smile on his face, Kim Il Sung resumed: Bees are united around the queen bee. Of 
course, this mode of existence is a natural phenomenon based on their instinct, but it may provide an 
answer to the question of how to build up a party.

He went on: “Just as bees live in an orderly fashion united around the queen bee, there must be a centre
and discipline within a collective.”

He said that what was essential in building up a party was to unite all its members firmly around the 
leader, concluding that a party, which achieved the unity of all its members in ideology and will with 
the leader at the centre, would be ever-victorious.

The head of the delegation smiled brightly. Resolved to do as Kim Il Sung had explained, he said: “You
explained the fundamental principle of party building with a simple comparison. Your explanation is 
profound and yet straightforward. Only a great person, who sees through the universe, could do this.”

A “People-Bound Train Ticket”

On September 7, Juche 78 (1989), Kim Il Sung received Piore, chief of the Beijing bureau of Italian 
Radio and Television.

He informed President Kim Il Sung that his bureau had produced the feature-length documentary 
Korea–Mystery and Glory, and that he was planning to write a novel about the President’s anti-
Japanese armed struggle. He asked the President to tell him about his activities among the masses in the
early period of his revolutionary career.

Kim Il Sung said that the masses of the people are the motive force of the revolution, and success or 
failure in the revolution depends on how they are awakened and trained. He paused for a while as he 
recollected his past with deep emotion, and carried on: I frequently went to the rural areas in those 
days; as there were many illiterates in the countryside, I made a point of learning how to write a funeral
oration and how to write for others.

He said:

“Whenever I was asked by the peasants to write a funeral oration, I would agree. I also knew how to 
work as scrivener. A scrivener should know how to write a letter of complaint or accusation, or an 
affidavit to bring a lawsuit against someone. In the olden times such legal documents had their own 
unique style of writing. Documents not written in the proper style were rejected.”
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As far as funeral orations were concerned, the President told the story of something that had happened 
a long time before. The story went as follows:

Once, while conducting activities in a rural village together with a few young communists including 
Cha Kwang Su and Kye Yong Chun, he was lodging at a farmhouse.

One day he returned to his lodging from work at around midnight.

As he entered the courtyard, Cha Kwang Su and Kye Yong Chun, who had been sitting under the eaves 
waiting for him, rushed out to him in delight.

Kim Il Sung asked them why they hadn’t gone to bed. Cha Kwang Su told him the reason.

When Cha Kwang Su and Kye Yong Chun had finished dinner, their host had asked them,

“Sirs, tomorrow is the day of the memorial service for my grandparents. We’ve prepared a ceremonial 
altar. If you could write the funeral orations, we will perform the ancestral rites at dawn tomorrow.”

Cha Kwang Su readily agreed to the request. But, to his regret, Cha knew nothing about writing funeral
orations; he supposed that Kye would know, but he, too, was ignorant.

The situation was very awkward.

In the kitchen the ceremonial altar was already arranged; the host’s family were eagerly waiting for the 
funeral orations.

Kye Yong Chun was making things difficult for Cha Kwang Su, complaining that he had told a lie and 
so threatened to ruin the ancestral rites.

“Oh, my God, I never dreamed that I would get into such trouble on account of my poor knowledge of 
funeral orations.”

Saying this, Cha Kwang Su gave a heavy sigh.

At that moment Kim Il Sung entered.

Kim Il Sung laughed heartily, asking how Cha Kwang Su and Kye Yong Chun could be confounded by 
such a trifling matter as funeral orations. He said in a pleasant voice that he would work for them and 
they should reward him generously in return for his service.

Kim Il Sung wrote the funeral address, and the memorial service proceeded smoothly.

After the ancestral rites, the host brought them a pile of rice-cakes as a token of his gratitude for the 
funeral address.

Kye Yong Chun was all smiles, saying that he was being treated to the rice-cakes thanks to Kim Il 
Sung.

But Cha Kwang Su looked at him seriously and said:

“Comrade Kye, both you and I are still little prepared for the revolution. Had we not written a funeral 
address today, what would have happened? This is not a simple matter for those who have set out on 



the road of revolution. Let us draw a lesson from this. We should bear in mind that we should have 
versatile talents, so that we can go among the people.”

Concluding the story, Kim Il Sung said: Cha Kwang Su was right in what he said. Revolutionaries 
should know everything if they are to go among the people; versatile knowledge is as good as a ticket 
for a train bound for the people.

The Masses Are My Teacher

On August 31, Juche 64 (1975), President Kim Il Sung met Inomata Hisao, Managing Editor of Japan’s
Kyodo News Service who was on a visit to Korea, and arranged a luncheon in his honour.

At the luncheon Inomata inquired about issues concerning Korea’s economic fields–industry, 
agriculture and mining.

The President gave clear-cut answers to his questions.

Inomata was deeply impressed by Kim Il Sung’s profound knowledge, and said: “Your Excellency Mr. 
President, you are better informed than the experts on several sectors of the national economy. Your 
range of knowledge is truly exceptional.”

Saying with a smile on his face that his compliments were quite excessive and that his knowledge was 
what he had been taught by the masses of the people, he continued: “I always go among the workers, 
farmers and scholars to talk to them. People offer me many good opinions. If one mingles with the 
masses, one will not commit the error of being subjective.”

He went on to say that, as the farmers had rich experience of agriculture, whereas the agronomists 
worked mainly with books, he could learn a lot from them.

“The masses, including the farmers, are my teacher.”

Birthday Spent in Coalfield

Even in the midnight of April 14, Juche 66 (1977), the light was on in the office of President Kim Il 
Sung.

When an official earnestly asked him to go to bed, the President said that he couldn’t have a sleep with 
worry about the problem of coal, a key in the economic development of the country, adding that he had 
no choice but to go into a coalface to dig out coal with his own hands.

Surprised at his serious remarks, the official was quite at a loss.

Saying that he was done for, the President looked out of the window in darkness for a while.

The official was deeply moved, looking up at the President worrying himself about coal production.

Next day was the President’s birthday, the greatest national holiday of the DPRK, but he spent the day 
in a coalfield.
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Principles of building genuine people’s government

President Kim Il Sung advanced tasks and ways for the people’s government in fulfilling its mission as 
a servant of people in his speech, Let Us Further Strengthen the People’s Government, at the First 
Session of the Sixth Supreme People’s Assembly of the DPRK on December 15, 1977.

The President explained that it was an honourable mission for the people’s government to serve the 
working masses faithfully and that the people’s government should regard the defence and protection of
their interests as its duty, adding that the officials of the people’s organs of power should be servants of 
people.

He elucidated that socialist democracy should be given fuller scope in all sectors of state activities so 
that the people’s government can carry out its mission as a faithful servant of people.

He proved scientifically that the democracy which the people’s government should implement in its 
activities is socialist democracy which makes policies according to people’s will, realize them in their 
interests and substantially ensures people genuine freedom, rights and a happy life.

He also gave perfect answers to the theoretical and practical issues in fully embodying socialist 
democracy―wide involvement of the working masses in the work of the people’s government, steady 
increase of their role in the political activities of the state, and successful promotion of socialist 
economic and cultural construction.

His works on consolidating the people’s government provided an important guideline for all state and 
power organs to fulfill their duties as organs of genuine people’s power. As a result, the Korean people 
were able to perform their role more fully as masters of state and society.

A New Legend 

In mid-March 1981, Asukata Ichio, chairman of the Central Executive Committee of the Japan Socialist
Party, visited Pyongyang.

President Kim Il Sung held talks with him and arranged a banquet for him.

On March 16, Asukata threw a return banquet, prior to his return home.

During the banquet he told Kim Il Sung of his impressions from his visit to the newly-built Munsu 
Street, and suggested that apple trees be planted along the roadsides.

Kim Il Sung said that apple trees looked good but were difficult to tend as they were often infested with
insects, and he recalled something that had happened soon after the Fatherland Liberation War.

“One day a 70-year-old man sent me a letter. He wrote that since olden times Pyongyang had 
been called Ryugyong (Ryu means willow tree and Gyong means capital city–Tr.) and he wondered 
why other species of trees apart from willows were planted along the roadsides in Pyongyang. 
After reading the letter I felt I had made a mistake.” 
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Kim Il Sung continued: Willow trees are not suitable for planting along roadsides because the blossom 
floats on the wind in spring and they are tall and cast a shadow over buildings. However, I saw to it that
willows were planted in several streets in Pyongyang out of respect for the opinions of the people. 
Thereafter, we planted willows along several streets in Pyongyang, including the street in front of the 
Kumsusan Assembly Hall and that from Pyongyang Railway Station into the city centre.

He told his guest that after reading the old man’s letter, he could not sleep for several nights on account 
of his self-reproach for the mistake he had made, and that he had had the matter of planting a large 
number of willows in Pyongyang discussed at a session of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party
of Korea. Then he had written a reply to the old man in which he gave his word that he would have a 
willow street laid out in Pyongyang in deference to his opinion.

Asukata said to Kim Il Sung: “There is no record in world history of a head of state replying by letter to
an ordinary old man. It is, indeed, a new legend about respect for the people, a legend that can be 
created only by Your Excellency because you respect the people above all else.”

“Oil-stained hands”

President Kim Il Sung visited a factory in August Juche 38 (1949).

It was awfully sultry. Looking around the factory, the leader stopped before a worker who was keen on 
welding.

Wearing off his helmet and raising his head, the worker sprang up, for he recognized the leader.

At the moment the leader reached out his hand to give him a handshake.

But the worker stepped back trying to hide his oil-stained hands.

The President heartily took the worker by the hand, saying “Never mind. My hands are also oil-
stained.”

As the story tells, the hands of the President who was always among workers all his life were “oil-
stained”.

The Final Day of His Devoted Life

n July 7, 1994, the day before his death, President Kim Il Sung was tied up with work.

In the morning he put his last signature to a document–one on the country’s reunification, and then 
directed flood-control measures. In the afternoon he provided guidance for foreign affairs and the 
construction of a heavy-oil power station. He was absorbed in work late into the evening, even 
forgetting his dinner.

“Father leader, you should have dinner,” an official pleaded, anxious for the President’s health. “I have 
no appetite somehow. More work will give me some, perhaps.”

“How can you work when you have skipped a meal?”
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“Thank you for your care,” said the President in a soft yet firm voice. “However, you know we have 
mountains of work to do for the good of the people. If I rest, it will lay so much more of a burden on 
the shoulders of Supreme Commander Kim Jong Il. You see he does a tremendous amount of work, 
holding himself responsible for all the affairs of the country, major and minor. I cannot have a 
moment’s rest when he is working all night for the people.”

The summer night was deepening, but the 82-year-old President was immersed in work, reading 
documents and making telephone calls. This turned out to be the final schedule of his lifelong devotion.

Later Kim Jong Il recalled how he had dedicated himself to the cause of the Party and revolution, the 
country and people.

“The great leader passed away in his office while working energetically for the Party and revolution, 
the country and people. He died a martyr. He was the only leader in the world to have worked hard and 
completed all his work before his death. In this regard as well, he was the greatest man who ever 
lived.”

Key to Opening One’s Heart

Saying that the farmers would open their heart, at a meeting to be held, feeling at ease, only when they 
sat in a room installed with ondol (Korean-style heating system), he stepped into a workteam room for 
dissemination of information, the room which reeked of boiled cattle feed.

During the meeting he fondly asked the farmers for what they thought grain production had not 
increased over the recent years, sitting closely with the latters.

At that moment a senior official of the county stood up.

President Kim Il Sung told him to sit down, noting that he would get the opinions of farmers who were 
directly doing farm work, planting young rice seeds, since both he and the official are people who do 
not plant rice seeds but travel to see how farm work is done.

Instantly his remarks stirred the audience so deeply: They relaxed their awkward posture and came 
closer to the President. Then they began to unbosom themselves like children who complain in 
presence of their parents.

The official was deeply moved to see the farmers speak their minds without reservation.

Instructive Guidance (1)

Sparing Nothing for Talent Training 

One day in May 1993 President Kim Il Sung expressed great satisfaction, looking round a new building
of the Kim Chaek University of Technology. The construction began in 1989 to carry out his instruction
that the university campus should be expanded towards the Taedong River by erecting new buildings.

At the time, as a number of large-scale construction projects were well under way across the country, 
the supply of building materials like cement and steel was under great strain. Nevertheless, the 
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President made up his mind to push ahead with the university’s project and fixed the date of completion
of the project. Then, he made arrangements to supply whatever was needed for the construction, 
including building workers, materials which had been kept for emergency use and even a large sum of 
money for purchase of coloured panes and finishing materials. The school building with the total floor 
space of more than 90 000 square metres, a dormitory and a refectory came to be completed in a little 
over three years.

The President wrote in person the signboard of the university and said to the school administrators that 
the Kim Chaek University of Technology assumes an important mission to train sci-tech personnel of 
the country and that it should produce lots of competent scientists and technicians by constantly 
improving the teaching work as required by the developing reality.

“Diagnosis” Made during a Meal
It was late at night, and President Kim Il Sung was going over a document. He stopped reading and 
considered something. After a while, he read it again and pondered.

After reading the last page, he raised himself from his seat looking very worried, and walked to the 
window.

His aide was concerned about him, as it was far past his bedtime, and took a few steps closer to him, 
intending to urge him to call it a night and go to bed. As he was passing the desk, he caught sight of the 
document on it.

He had presumed that it must be an important paper but, to his surprise, it was a medical report on Han 
Tok Su, chairman of the Central Committee of Chongryon (the General Association of Korean 
Residents in Japan).

The Japanese authorities had persisted in forbidding the chairman from visiting his homeland even after
they had been forced to accept the demand for the Korean residents in Japan to travel freely there. 
President Kim Il Sung had been very concerned about the chairman’s failing health, and some days 
previously had instructed the officials concerned to ask Chongryon officials for his medical records. 
The report, drawn up by some leading doctors, showed that the patient was suffering from serious 
diseases, some of which he himself was not aware of.

The President ensured that everything possible was done to treat of the patient and that valuable tonics 
were sent to him. Thanks to this warm care, Han Tok Su recovered his health. A few years later, when 
he visited his homeland, the chairman was full of youthful vigour.

The President was delighted to see him in such good health, and arranged a meal for him.

The guest enjoyed the meal, feeling at home with the benevolent President.

But he was not aware that his host kept watching him throughour the meal, his face clouded with 
anxiety.

Some days later, an official came to the chairman and asked him to accompany him to a hospital.
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“What’s wrong? I’m all right,” the chairman protested.

The official said: “This is an order from the President. He noticed during your meal together that you 
have a problem with your teeth.”

Peach and Mango

A delegation of the Guinean United Progressive Party visited Pyongyang in May 1993 to learn about 
Korea’s experience in party building.

On May 18, President Kim Il Sung met the delegation.

During talks the head of the delegation asked Kim Il Sung: “These days the West is trying to force a 
multi-party system on us. How have you built the Workers’ Party of Korea? What is the ideal way to 
build a ruling party?”

Kim Il Sung looked around the room, and picked up a peach from the table.

Then he answered, “A party should be built like a peach.”

“Like a peach?”

The guests looked at the peach.

Pointing at the peach in his hand, Kim Il Sung said: Success can be achieved in the revolution and 
construction only when the single-hearted unity of the leader, the party and the masses is achieved; 
compared with this peach, the masses are the flesh, the party is the stone, and the leader is the core in 
the stone.

Impressed by this remarkable comparison, the head of the delegation said: “I understand, Mr. 
President.”

He picked up a peach, and nodded over and over again in meditation.

Kim Il Sung, guessing that his guest was thinking about the mango, an African fruit which resembles a 
peach but has no core in the stone, said: “But the unity should not be devoid of its core, like an African 
mango.”

Realizing that Kim Il Sung had read his mind, the Guinean guest was so surprised that he rose to his 
feet. Still holding the peach in his hand, he said to himself: “The Korean peach with its core and the 
African mango without its core...”

Through this persuasive comparison of a few words, he came to realize the profound essence of the 
theory of party building.

Delighted, he said: “Your theory of party building is an original and great one which all the parties of 
the world should learn. After I return home, I will build my party like the Korean peach.”
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A Stenographer of 26 Years Previously
The following happened on September 11, 1990, when President Kim Il Sung was on a visit to China.

Jiang Zemin, General Secretary of the Communist Party of China, arranged a banquet to welcome Kim 
Il Sung on his visit.

At the banquet, while looking around at the Chinese officials present, Kim Il Sung set his eyes on one 
of them, and told Jiang Zemin that he remembered seeing the man once before.

After observing the official, Jiang Zemin said with a smile; “That is Xi Xishin, vice-director of the 
General Office of our Party. He recently visited your country as the head of a delegation of Party 
officials. You must have met him then.”

Shaking his head, Kim Il Sung said that he had failed to meet the delegation due to a lack of time, and 
added that even so, the official’s face was familiar to him.

“You must have mistaken him for someone else.”

“No. I’m quite sure.”

Kim Il Sung searched his memory, and then suddenly, he smiled brightly.

“Oh, I remember. He was a stenographer,” he said in a confident tone of voice.

“Is that so?” said Jiang Zemin in surprise. “As far as I know, he has never worked as a stenographer.”

“I’m sure. He was a stenographer,” confirmed Kim Il Sung.

He called Xi and shook him by the hand, saying that it was a long time since he had seen him last.

Xi was so surprised that he didn’t know what to say.

Kim Il Sung asked him if he had ever been present during a conversation between Chairman Mao 
Zedong and himself as a stenographer.

Xi remembered what had happened 26 years previously, and said: “Yes, I was present at a conversation 
as a stenographer in 1963 when you visited China.”

But he had failed to remember the exact year.

“It must have been 1964.”

Kim Il Sung corrected him, and said to Jiang Zemin: At that time I met Mao Zedong and held talks 
with him. I saw the vice-director sitting in a corner of the room, working as a stenographer. They say 
time flies like an arrow; the man who was a stenographer has grown up to be a cadre now.

Those present at the banquet were struck with wonder at Kim Il Sung’s remarkable memory.

The Older One Gets, the Harder One Should Train
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On the evening of June 27, 1974, President Kim Il Sung invited to his house the second daughter of 
Han Tok Su, chairman of Chongryon, who was staying in the homeland.

Over a meal, he said to her: “Chairman Han is old now. You should take good care of your father. His 
good health is critical to the development of Chongryon.”

After the meal the President told his guest: “When you return home, tell your father that I want him to 
remember a phrase, ‘The older one gets, the harder one should train. He will understand the meaning of
this advice.”

Then he repeated what he had just said: “Convey to your father my reference to the phrase, ‘The older 
one gets, the harder one should train.”

In September 1978, a few days before the 30th anniversary of the founding of the DPRK, the President 
arranged a luncheon for Han Tok Su, his daughter and other Chongryon officials, who were visiting the
homeland. He proposed a toast to their health, clinking glasses with them one by one. And then he 
asked the old chairman if he had received the message from his daughter four years before.

Han stood up and said: “Sir, I will never forget your advice, not even on my deathbed. Whenever I feel 
tired, I repeat your advice to myself, and it gives me fresh courage.”

That night, when he returned to his hotel, the chairman said remorsefully to his daughter: “Well, I made
a big mistake today. I should have thanked the President for his advice before he asked me about it. It 
was morally wrong of me.”

His daughter consoled him, saying: “Dad, I’m a mother now, but I still cannot fathom how much you 
love me. Likewise, you cannot fathom how great the President’s love for you is, although you are a 
grandfather now. Isn’t this a law governing the relations between his parents and children?”

Both the father listening silently to his daughter and the daughter consoling her old father were in tears.

Under the warm care shown him by the President, Chairman Han lived to the age of ninety-four, 
always remembering his advice.

100   Won   and 10   Jon

In late March 1992 Luise Rinser came to Korea on board an aeroplane sent by President Kim Il Sung.

On April 1, Kim Il Sung met her.

She repeatedly expressed her thanks to the president for having sent her the plane.

The President asked her not to do so, saying:

“Although I sent you a plane, my sincerity is insignificant when compared with yours with which 
you have covered a long distance from Rome to come to Pyongyang. Your sincerity is greater 
than mine. If your sincerity is worth 100 won, mine is worth 10 jon.” 

“Your Excellency, Mr. President, your compliment is more than I deserve. How can my sincerity, with 
which I have come to meet you, a great leader who enjoys the admiration of the world’s people, be 
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great that you even recognize it? The great benevolence you lavish on me whenever I visit Korea is 
more valuable than any sum of money.”

“No, your sincerity is greater than mine.” 

“Your honour, Mr. President!”

Rinzer’s heart was too full for words.

A Talk Concluded After An Interval of 30 Years

On a late autumn day in 1926, when unsearonal snow was falling in large flakes, 14-year-old President 
Kim Il Sung and Choe Tong O, headmaster of Hwasong Uisuk School, had a serious talk in the latter’s 
office.

Having heard that of Kim Il Sung’s determination to leave the school in Huadian early and attend 
middle school in Jilin, the headmaster berated him, saying: “Once you, a man, have resolved to do 
something, you must see it through. It is not right for you to leave the school early. You say you are 
leaving because you do not like the education here. Where in this uncertain world is there a school that 
can be to everybody’s liking?” Then he turned his back on him and stared out of the window at the sky.

Kim Il Sung was also distressed. However, he could not change his decision, which he had reached 
after going through mental agony for a long time. With the future of the revolution in mind, he had 
made the decision to move from Huadian into a wider theatre of activity and wage an all-out struggle to
realize the programme of the Down-with-Imperialism Union.

After a while, the headmaster broke the silence. His eyes still fixed on the sky, he said: “If this school is
not to the liking of such talented students as you, Song Ju, I, too, will leave.” Song Ju was Kim Il 
Sung’s childhood name.

At these unexpected words, Kim Il Sung stood nonplussed, not knowing what to say. Still, he was 
convinced that time and events would prove his decision right.

Realizing that he could not make his student change his mind, the headmaster calmed down and said, 
placing his hand on his shoulder: “I will not oppose any ism, be it nationalism or communism, if it aims
at winning the independence of Korea. Anyhow, I wish you success.”

As they went out into the playground together, the headmaster said many fine things to Kim Il Sung, 
things which would serve as a lesson for him.

Kim Il Sung, too, had many things to say, but he could not speak, such was his mental agony. He was 
sorry that his headmaster could not understand him.

The conversation between the headmaster and his student stopped unfinished. After he had left the 
school, Kim Il Sung never regretted his decision. What he did repent of for the rent of his life was his 
failure to brush the snow off his headmaster’s shoulders.
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Having parted from each other in such strained circumstances, their reunion 30 years later was highly 
emotional.

The headmaster, who had been living in south Korea, came over to the north during the Fatherland 
Liberation War (June 25, 1950-July 27, 1953) and took up an important position at a state institution. 
He met Kim Il Sung in the mid-1950s, when the ideals of the Down-with-Imperialism which Kim Il 
Sung had upheld in Huadian had been put into reality through the defeat of the US and Japanese 
imperialists.

“So, Premier Song Ju, you were right back then!” the old teacher said to his former student, addressing 
him by his childhood name.

Thus, with this brief remark, the old teacher concluded the serious conversation that had taken place at 
Hwasong Uisuk School 30 years previously.

A Kind Man On The Road

One evening in the summer of 1957, an old woman left for her son-in-law’s at Sadanggol, Pudok-ri, 
Jaeryong County, South Hwanghae Province.

As she reached the main road, she heard the sound of a car’s horn.

A car drew up beside her.

“Old lady!” called a gentleman of noble bearing, climbing out.

She turned, thinking he was going to ask the way. But his question was something unexpected.

“Where are you going?” 

“To my son-in-law’s.”

“Where does he live?” 

“At Sadanggol”

“Are you going straight along this road?” 

“Yes, his house is near the road.”

“Then get in.” 

The elderly woman was perplexed. Who might this kind-hearted man be?

The gentleman led her inside by the hand, placed her walking-stick and parcel on the back seat and 
closed the door for her. She cast furtive glances at him, for he looked familiar, but she could not decide 
who he was.

As the car went along, he asked her if she felt car sick, and how many children she had. Expressing his 
concern for her hard life, he wished that she would live long to see better times.

She was still searching her mind, thinking, “Who can this kind-hearted man be?”

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader1+5+7482


At last, the car pulled up at the fork towards Sadanggol.

“How can I go, sir, without knowing who you are? You are so kind-hearted,” said the woman, 
hesitating to get off.

The man smiled, helped her get down and handed her her parcel and walking-stick. “I wish you a long 
life, old lady,” he said. “Take care on the way.” 

Touched, the woman stood stock-still, and watched the car pull away.

Another car came behind, and a young man informed her that the man had been Kim Il Sung. She 
dropped her parcel and plumped down, saying: “Good heavens! I didn’t recognize the leader whom I 
had so much wanted to see.”

Daily Routine

One spring day in 1951 when the Fatherland Liberation War was at its height the guards at the Supreme
Headquarters gathered as instructed by Supreme Commander Kim Il Sung. They expected that an 
urgent order would be given to them. But Kim Il Sung came up to them with a beaming smile, and 
proposed cultivating a vegetable garden.

His appeal struck them with surprise. In those days the soldiers of the Korean People’s Army were 
waging do-or-die battles to defend every inch of their motherland at the cost of their blood. Worse still, 
the enemy was making unscrupulous attempts to wipe out the Supreme Headquarters. Given the 
situation, the guards were performing their duties with a higher degree of vigilance.

Setting his eyes on the guards, Kim Il Sung told an official to share out the field. It was allotted even to 
Kim Il Sung. Each of the guards expressed his readiness to tend the share for Kim Il Sung. But the 
Supreme Commander told them that he would see who would better reclaim the land and cultivate 
vegetables. And then he worked hard with dexterity leaving others behind while giving a helping hand 
to stragglers.

This gave rise to a vegetable field near the Supreme Headquarters.

The guards strove to cultivate vegetables at their leisure, but they could not do it as well as Kim Il 
Sung, for the latter set it part of his daily routine to tend his share at early hours and carried it out 
without fail.

He explained them how to grow vegetables in detail and incited their emulation.

The Importance of Studying

From late November 1937 the Korean People's Revolutionary Army conducted a military and political 
training at the Matanggou secret camp.

One day when the training was at its height Commander Kim Il Sung acquainted himself with the 
studying results of some soldiers who were learning Korean characters for the first time.
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The soldiers were at a loss to think that they were to be taught by their commander. However, moved 
by his generous personality, they unhesitatingly expressed their opinions on their studying.

One of them told Kim Il Sung, as he usually thought, that he wanted to do more shooting practice 
rather than trying to learn how to read and write so that he could kill more Japs.

At this, Kim Il Sung said: Those who are embarked on the road of revolution, arms in hand, cannot 
become genuine revolutionaries however good they are at shooting if you are ignorant of revolutionary 
theory. Even though you find it difficult to learn how to read and write, you must go through it and 
understand the truth of the revolution. Only then can you fight against the enemy more effectively.

His words made the soldiers deeply aware of the importance of studying.

Afterwards on they, just as their commander stressed, trained themselves politically, ideologically, 
militarily and technically through assiduous studying, regarding studying as a battle.

A New Grave in the Snow 

One day the main force of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army engaged a Japanese “punitive” 
force near Limingshui, and destroyed it after fierce fighting. Then it swiftly left the spot on a forced 
march.

Suddenly a halt was ordered, and the soldiers slumped to the ground in weariness. They thought they 
were to have a break.

“Comrades,” said Kim Il Sung. “We have one more thing to do. We’ve not buried a fallen 
comrade.” 

The soldiers tensed. It flashed through their minds that they had left a fallen comrade unburied in the 
rush to fight and then to depart.

The unit was now a good 40 km away from the site, a snowstorm raging fiercer and the way back 
hopelessly blurred.

“We will go back and bury him,” said the Commander firmly.

He turned around, and led the unit, wading through waist-deep snow. From then on, the Commander 
went without sleep or meal for two days until the soldier’s body was found. He burst into tears, gently 
stroking the body.

Snowflakes poured down on the frozen face of the deceased, never melting. The soldiers dug the iron-
hard ground, suppressing their sobs.

Soon a grave appeared in the snow-carpeted thicket.

Wedding of a Hired Hand

While he was active in the Changbai area, Commander Kim Il Sung once stayed at a hamlet called 
Jicheng. There he happened to get to know a hired farm hand called Kim Wol Yong. This man was 
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honest by nature, but had remained a bachelor into his thirties because he was rootless and no family 
wanted to have him as a son-in-law.

One night Kim Il Sung lay wide awake, his heart going out to the youngster in shabby clothes and with 
bruised, gnarled hands.

“I want to ask a favour of you,” he said, on departure, to the owner of his lodging, old Jang. “I spent 
a sleepless night, thinking about Kim Wol Yong. I want the old villagers to cooperate in getting 
him married.”

The old man agreed.

The old villagers kept their promise. Through their good offices, the bachelor married a girl from 
another district in Shibadaogou. Her father said he was keen to have a man valued so highly by the 
General.

Informed of this, Kim Il Sung told his unit’s quartermaster to send choice fabrics and foodstuffs for the 
wedding.

“Do you really mean we must send wedding materials?” asked the quartermaster after some hesitation.

“Sure. Don’t you agree?” 

“No, not really. You know how many of our comrades fell in battle after receiving only a bowl of rice 
at their wedding!”

“My heart also bleeds, just to think of it. But look, Hae San! Should we allow other people to 
marry as miserably as we did? … We are young Koreans who have taken up arms, determined to
restore the nation. Could we not provide a good wedding table just for one man?” 

Immediately the quartermaster left for Jicheng with the wedding materials, and returned that day.

This story spread like wildfire throughout west Jiandao.

In late May the following year, while preparing to march into Pochonbo in the homeland, Kim Il Sung 
again visited Jicheng. He stopped at the home of Kim Wol Yong, and expressed his wish for the 
happiness of the couple.

Making a Detour for Three Years

One day in the early spring of 1970, President Kim Il Sung left Pyongyang for field guidance in 
Onchon County. The car travelled along the Pyongyang-Nampho road, and was veering in the direction
of Ryonggang, when the leader told his driver to stop and drive toward Nampho, instead of Ryonggang.

“Aren’t you going to Onchon?” asked his aide.

“Yes, I am.”

The aide wondered. Onchon was 16 km away via Ryonggang township, but 24 km away via Nampho. 
Moreover, the leader always used to go through Ryonggang on his way to Onchon or back from there 

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader1+5+7476


to Pyongyang. But now he was going to make a detour. The aide and the driver looked at each other 
with a questioning look.

“I do not want to pass through Okto-ri,” said the leader.

They were surprised, for he had always been glad to pass through Okto-ri, in Ryonggang County, 
where Hero Rim Kun Sang was living, whom he had known since the national conference of model 
farmers held during the Korean war. Back then, when Rim took the floor and said how he had invented 
a wide-row wheat sower, Kim Il Sung highly praised him for his diligence and devotion, calling him a 
“real farmer.” For nearly 20 years since then, he had treated him as his revolutionary comrade and dear 
friend.

Whenever he was passing Okto-ri, Kim Il Sung would tell the driver to go slowly and looked out as if 
in search of someone.

Every time, Rim would run up and greet him, and they joyfully discussed farming, oblivious of the 
passage of time.

When the car turned towards Nampho, the leader spoke in a hoarse voice: “I don’t want to pass Okto-ri 
because I won’t be able to see Rim Kun Sang.”

Only then did the aide and the driver remember that Rim had passed away not long before.

When Kim Il Sung had learned that Rim was suffering from a terminal illness, he showed him every 
possible care, but finally death overcame the farmer-hero. The leader dried his eyes with his 
handkerchief at the heartrending memory.

For the next three years, Kim Il Sung always made a detour via Nampho on his way to Onchon.

Praising the Little Girl as a Player Who Had Flown Our National Flag in
America
On the evening of December 31, 1991, President Kim Il Sung met many children of talent from all 
parts of the country just before the children’s New Year performance. He saw the fortes of them 
including a little poet and a tiny musician one by one. Then he watched the exhibition play of Kim 
Kwang Suk, a little girl who had won first place in an event of uneven parallel bars in the 26th World 
Gymnastics Championships held in the USA. She was faultless in her motion of revolving twice on the 
top bar with her legs spread out at a certain angle and then shifting over to the lower bar reversing her 
body completely. The President highly praised her flawless gymnastic skills. When her exhibition play 
ended, he was the first to applause her.

In February 1992 President Kim Il Sung met a few athletes. He grasped the hand of an athlete who had 
carried off two gold medals in the World Trap-shooting Championships; he praised one who had won 
the title in the 64th World Weightlifting Championships, calling him a man of great strength. Then, he 
looked fondly at a girl wearing a Children’s Union necktie standing by adults. He said, “I know her. 
She won first place in the event of uneven parallel bars in the 26th World Gymnastics 
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Championships held in the USA and flew our national flag in America.” Then he praised her by 
saying that she had performed a great feat though she was only 14.

The System of Free Medical Care

One day in January 1952 when the Fatherland Liberation War was at its height, President Kim Il Sung 
summoned a health official. On his table lay a document about the germ warfare perpetrated by the 
enemy and the countermeasure against it submitted by the officials concerned sometime ago. The 
leader who had been looking over the paper for a long time with a serious face asked the official how 
much the people were charged for the doctor’s fee.

This unexpected question confused the official who had been thinking the President would give his 
views on the document. So he remained dumb for a moment before he answered that the workers and 
office clerks were given free medical care under the social insurance programme of the state while the 
peasants and private merchants and industrial entrepreneurs were charged a very small fee for medical 
treatment and the dependents of workers and office employees were paying about 40 percent of the 
outpatient’s bill.

At this, the President said that the people were fighting for victory in the war at the front and in the rear
at the risk of their lives and that nothing should be spared for such patriotic self-sacrificing people. 
Then he proposed to adopt a free medical service system for the entire people. As a result, the Cabinet 
decision about the introduction of a universal free medical service system was announced in November
1952. The introduction of such a system in a hard war time when every penny was needed for 
conducting the war surpassed all imagination of people.

Kim Chaek in Great Excitement
One early morning in November 1950 President Kim Il Sung assigned Kim Chaek an important task of 
increasing wartime production and stabilizing the livelihood of the people in the liberated areas in 
south Korea to meet the requirements of the prevailing situation.

As soon as Kim Chaek was given the task, he left for his destination.

Not long after Kim Chaek got to his destination through a long journey, an official, whom Kim Chaek 
had met before he left the Supreme Headquarters, entered the room where he was in, his face flushing 
red.

To Kim Chaek who asked him what made him come there, overwhelmed with surprise, the official 
said:

The President, who was long reluctant to get himself to work after he saw you off, summoned me. He 
asked me to come back after seeing you arriving to your destination without fail as you are in poor 
condition and the road ahead to the destination is rough, hand a flashlight over to me.

I drove with all speed until I found your car approximately an hour later. I chased after you at regular 
intervals lest you should be aware of it.
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Suddenly I was hit by an avalanche and was delayed on the road for hours. So I lost sight of your car. I 
had to come here to ascertain whether you arrived at the destination safely.

Deeply moved by Kim Il Sung’s ardent love for his revolutionary comrades, Kim Chaek looked up at 
the sky over the Supreme Headquarters with his eyes brimming with tears of gratitude.

In the Days of Anti-Japanese Warfare

Money Left with the Innkeeper 

Advancing into the homeland in March 1933, President Kim Il Sung had noodles in a pub together with
some people. Leaving the place he thanked the innkeeper again and again, when a girl stepped into the 
room. She was a daughter of the keeper, and she was almost in rags, her elbow-worn jacket and patched
black cotton skirt too small for her probably because she had worn them for years.

When the Commander asked her to his side she made a bow politely, and would not come up to him 
chewing her lips. It seemed she felt ashamed of her clothes though she was a little girl.

Learning that the keeper was assisting the revolutionaries sincerely although he was unable to clothe 
his dear children properly, Kim Il Sung offered him a sum of money, asking to buy some clothes for his
children.

When the keeper refused to accept the offer, Kim Il Sung apologetically asked him to understand his 
situation when he could do no more than offering such a small pay. Then, he said that although they 
could not clothe or feed their children properly at the moment, they would be able to send their children
to school and give them nice clothes when a good world came in the future. He appealed to all those 
present on the occasion to rise up in the struggle to hasten the day of happy life.

Measure for Forest Conservancy Taken in Years of War
At the close of 1952 when the Fatherland Liberation War against the US imperialist aggressors (June 
1950--July 1953) was at its height in Korea, leading officials in the sector of forestry were assigned the 
task of preparing rules with regard to the organization and management of forest economy by President
Kim Il Sung.

They framed draft rules in a short period of time by racking their brains together and devoting all their 
energies.

The President, examining all items of the draft rules in detail, rectified some points laid down 
incorrectly and supplemented the contents of the rules. After looking through the draft rules to the last, 
he told the officials that it was necessary to allocate rangers, noting that there should be the masters 
who would carry out these rules.

At that moment no one could open his mouth readily. At that time young and middle-aged men were all
serving in the army and those remaining in the rear were mostly women.
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Therefore, the officials were thinking that there was no alternative but to use the work force of the aged
in the rear for the solution of the matter of rangers.

But, surprisingly enough, the President disclosed his intention to call back thousands of healthy men 
from the army and send them as rangers.

The officials could not but be astonished, because his words on calling back thousands of combatants 
to the rear in the thick of the war were more than surprising to them. But the President made such a 
definite decision, regarding the afforestation and forest conservancy as a matter no less important than 
the stubborn defence of every inch of the land, in view of the whole country’s falling into ruins caused 
by the US imperialists’ barbarous bombings.

Early in March next year, he saw to it that an unusual military directive having nothing to do with the 
war was issued, a directive of the Military Commission calling for strengthening forest conservancy, 
including the planting of trees through an all-inclusive mass movement and the surveillance of forest 
fires by using airplanes.

In the Days of the Anti-Japanese Warfare (1)
Overcoat Given to Old Man 

One day in early January 1936 a Korean People’s Revolutionary Army unit on the second expedition to
North Manchuria during the anti-Japanese armed struggle was having a rest after giving a deadly blow 
to an enemy “punitive unit.” The fighters made bonfires and invited those who they had rescued from 
the enemy’s hands to the fire for warmth. The 20-odd young people had been forcibly drafted by the 
enemy to carry their supplies.

Around the midnight there came an old man in haste to the camping site, looking for someone there. He
explained that his son had been forcibly mobilized for the transport of materials of the Japanese troops, 
that he had heard volleys of gun reports soon after his son had gone into the forests, that he was there to
find even the body of his son if he had been killed, and that he had seen the fire while roaming in the 
wilderness. At the moment a young man by a fire sprang up and ran up to him to hug him hard in his 
arms. Having found his son alive, the old man felt tearfully happy. Then, supporting his son’s 
resolution to join the KPRA, the old man put off his padded winter clothes and offered it to his son. But
as he knew well that it was the only padded winter clothes for his father, the young man refused to 
accept it.

Kim Il Sung, Commander of the KPRA, happened to see it by the side. Now he approached the young 
man and said to him that although it was worn out the overcoat was associated with the deep parental 
care and that he would not be able to become a good revolutionary fighter if he forgot the kindly care 
of his father. Then the Commander took off his own overcoat and put it on the old man. Feeling 
embarrassed in the unexpected situation, the old man argued that it would be unworthy of him, a 
member of the nation led by General Kim Il Sung, to take his only overcoat.

The Commander, however, was so kind as to put the overcoat on the old man after all.
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The Greatest of the Great

September 15, 1979, was a significant day for Vishwanath who was secretary general of the 
International Kim Il Sung Prize Council and the International Kim Jong Il Prize Council and director 
general of the International Institute of the Juche Idea.

He had met President Kim Il Sung during several times of his visit to Korea.

That day Kim Il Sung met Vishwanath and his party. On that occasion he said: Today is your birthday. 
You must deeply regret to greet your birthday away from home. Let us spend the day together over 
meal.

This moved Vishwanath to say that no one in the world is as great as Kim Il Sung and later work heart 
and soul to convey his greatness down through generations, regarding it as his sacred duty and 
obligation.

As a result of his painstaking efforts, Kim Il Sung Encyclopaedia was published and International Kim 
Il Sung Prize instituted.

Once he expressed his admiration for the Korean leader, saying that he is the holiest of the holy sent by 
God and the Juche idea is all the constituent parts of his life and a lifeline for him.

He went on: It is an undeniable truth that the sun is the source of existence, growth and development of
all living things in the natural world… According to my judgment, the sun of mankind does not come 
at the people’s request or in all times. But, to be happy and lucky, we became the proud generation who
live with admiration for President Kim Il Sung. Indeed, he is the greatest of the great born of the 
Heaven.

A Change of Life

In March 1948, when the dark clouds of national division were gathering over Korea, President Kim Il 
Sung, in an effort to frustrate the schemes of the United States and its south Korean stooges to divide 
Korea, proposed holding a conference of political parties and public organizations of north and south 
Korea. He handed over to the officials concerned a list of prominent people to be invited so that they 
could write out the invitations. Going over the list, they were surprised to find the name Kim Ku. While
working as the president of the Korean Provisional Government in Shanghai before Korea’s liberation 
and as the head of the Independence Party of Korea after the defeat of the Japanese imperialists, Kim 
Ku had masterminded terrorist acts against many revolutionaries. “Is it necessary to join hands with 
such a diehard anti-communist?” they wondered.

Reading their thoughts, Kim Il Sung said:

“It is true that Kim Ku is an anti-communist and nationalist. However, he entertained anti-Japanese 
sentiments and now he hates the United States. Also, he is patriotic-minded and apprehensive about the 
future of the country. Viewing him from this perspective, there is no reason why we cannot join hands 
with him on the road of accomplishing the common cause of national reunification.”
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And so, an invitation was conveyed to Kim Ku.

However, on receiving it, he hesitated. He had thought that all communists did was clamour about class
struggle without any regard for the nation, and give the cold shoulder to nationalists for no particular 
reason. He wondered if the communists were really willing to join hands with him

He was assailed by doubts and misgivings. Still, he could not remain indifferent to the reality in which 
the nation was facing division. So he sent his secretary to Pyongyang to ascertain what the communists 
intended with regard to an alliance with him.

His secretary, when he met Kim Il Sung, said: “Mr. Kim Ku is going to come to Pyongyang to meet 
you, General. Can you not make an issue of his past?”

Kim Il Sung answered in the affirmative.

And so, Kim Ku came to Pyongyang and attended the conference. During his short stay in Pyongyang 
he was so fascinated by Kim Il Sung’s great ideology, outstanding leadership and noble virtue that he 
came to admire him. He made a U-turn from his anti-communist stance to an alliance with 
communism.

When he met Kim Il Sung prior to his return to Seoul, Kim Ku brought with him a heavy box and said: 
“I have a favour to ask of you, General. I took the post of president of the Korean Provisional 
Government in Shanghai, and did nothing worth mentioning while living in a foreign country. Please, 
keep this seal of the Korean Provisional Government in Shanghai, a humble memento of the history of 
the nation.”

To Kim Ku, the seal had been as valuable as his own life. Regarding it as the provisional government 
itself and thinking that the provisional government could be recognized only through it, he had always 
cherished it–whether he was working in Shanghai, fleeing to Chongqing or returning home.

His decision to hand the seal over to Kim Il Sung was a manifestation of his determination to change 
his life and entrust his destiny to the leader of the nation and the peerless great man.

God of the Korean People

In the autumn of 1964 President Kim Il Sung met a Korean businessman who was resident in Japan. It 
was a moment the businessman had long been waiting for although he felt ashamed for having done 
nothing great for the good of his motherland. And there was something for which he had decided to 
apologize to Kim Il Sung. So he told him somewhat remorsefully that he had been to south Korea on 
several occasions and promised to build a factory there, adding that he had made such a mistake 
because he was politically ignorant. He then said that he would cancel his deal with south Korea as it 
did not accord with his wish to make a contribution to the prosperity of the motherland, and instead 
conclude a deal with the DPRK.

Kim Il Sung smiled and shook his head.
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He advised against his decision, saying that south Korea, too, was a land where Koreans lived and it 
would benefit the Korean people if he built a factory there as he had planned. He added that if Korea 
was reunified, the factory would be the property of the Korean people and would help the future 
development of the country. He advised the guest to carry out his project.

Highly impressed by his noble love for his compatriots and his great generosity, the businessman 
bowed deeply to Kim Il Sung, and said sincerely: “Your Excellency Kim Il Sung, you are indeed the 
God of all the Korean people.”

Irrigation Water for South Korea

Nineteen forty-six was the first year after Korea’s liberation from Japanese colonial rule. With the 
arrival of spring, the Yonbaek Plain was turned green with grass on the ridges and at the foot of the 
hills. However, no peasant was to be seen in the 13 600-hectare part of the Yonbaek Plain to the south 
of the Military Demarcation Line on the 38th Parallel. Because the MDL cut the irrigation waterway 
from Kuam and Ryeui reservoirs in the north, farming was impossible there.

The peasants on the plain were naive enough to believe the propaganda of the American Military 
Advisory Group to south Korea and the Syngman Rhee puppet clique, that the north would never 
supply them with irrigation water.

Then one day water flowed in torrents to the plain along the irrigation ditches from the north, which 
was celebrating the agrarian reform.

On receiving the report on the state of farming on the plain, President Kim Il Sung had taken steps for 
the fields to be irrigated with water from the Kuam and Ryeui reservoirs. The water supplied to the 
plain held 99% of the whole impoundment of the two reservoirs. The supply lasted until the following 
year, when the north was prevented from continuing it by the obstructive schemes of the AMAG and 
south Korean regime. In the spring of 1948, when the shortage of irrigation water turned the rice 
seedlings yellow on the southern part of the Yonbaek Plain, the survival of tens of thousands of 
peasants there hung in the balance.

“We should not hesitate in such a dire situation. We should notify General Kim Il Sung of our situation 
and petition him to supply water to us.” Saying this, in early May 800 representatives risked their lives 
to cross into the north over the MDL.

On reading their letter, Kim Il Sung looked southward, lost in thought, before saying to the official who
had conveyed the letter to him: We should supply them with water to irrigate their fields despite the 
obstructive schemes of the US imperialists.

Soon afterwards, on June 26, 1948, the People’s Committee of North Korea adopted Resolution No. 
155, titled, Resolution on Supplying Irrigation Water from Kuam and Ryeui Reservoirs to the Yonbaek 
Area in South Korea. The resolution ratified by Kim Il Sung in his capacity as the chairman of the 
committee stipulated that the irrigation water should be supplied to the Yonbaek area south of the 38th 
Parallel from June 27, 1948, in response to the request of the south Korean peasants.
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The irrigation water was life-giving water not only for the peasants of the Yonbaek Plain but also for all
the other south Korean people.

Firewood sent to Seoul

In early August 1950, President Kim Il Sung summoned several officials to his office. Among them 
was a senior official of the Forestry Bureau under the Cabinet.

Kim Il Sung informed him of the reason he had summoned him, saying: “As you, vice-director, are 
present, let us discuss the matter of firewood for the people of Seoul.”

What he said was so unexpected that the officials looked at one another in disbelief.

It was the height of summer and, moreover, wartime.

He said:

“Now that Seoul has been liberated and is under the jurisdiction of our Republic, we cannot let its 
citizens live in distress as they did in the past. We should help them in every possible way to lead a 
stable life as soon as possible; we should show foresight, and solve the problem of firewood for them.”

He pointed our that the on-going war was aimed at ensuring a happy life for the south Korean people, 
and continued: In general, the cold weather starts in October in Seoul; it would be difficult to supply 
people there with coal as the enemy destroyed the railways and coal mines when they fled. So, the most
rational way is to supply them with logs. In view of the population and number of households in Seoul, 
400 000 cubic metres of logs will be needed as winter firewood. Although it would be easy to gather 
firewood from Mt. Thaebaek which is near to Seoul, this will inevitably mean mobilizing people in the 
liberated area who have already suffered a great deal; so I think it would be better to enlist the people in
the north to collect the firewood, though it will entail a lot of work. If we fell the pine and oak trees on 
Mt. Sorak where they grow abundantly and transport the logs along the Han River, it will be easy to 
send them to Seoul. Also, fire produced from pine and oak has high caloric value and lasts a long time.

Then he explained the detailed measures for felling the timber, before ordering the Forestry Bureau 
official to the site.

By late September the planned amount of firewood had been secured.

But then the tables were suddenly turned in the war, and the People’s Army had to make a temporary 
strategic retreat.

The logs which had been obtained with such great efforts could not be surrendered to the enemy. Then, 
how to dispose of them? The official concluded that they would have to be burnt. He reported his 
decision to Kim Il Sung. On receiving the report, Kim Il Sung said that it would be better chop the logs 
into pieces and float them down the Han instead of burning them. Then he ordered that soldiers should 
be mobilized for several days to chop up the logs.

The campaign to provide firewood for the people of Seoul which had started in the sweltering heat 
continued into the grimmest days of the war.
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Some days later, numerous logs drifted down the Han. The Seoul citizens used the logs as firewood that
winter, but they knew nothing of the story behind them.

A Weather Forecast Which Caused Worry Not Joy
It was early July 1965, a time when Korea was suffering the worst drought in living memory.

An official from the Hydrometeorological Service was collecting data from local observation stations 
in various parts of the country. To his delight, the results showed that the high atmospheric pressure, 
which had been lingering over the country for several months, was giving way to low pressure.

President Kim Il Sung had phoned him time after time to ask about the weather forecast, as he was so 
worried over the ongoing damage to farming. So the official decided to stay in his office, and await 
another call.

The phone rang.

The official picked up the phone and heard Kim Il Sung’s voice.

“It’s getting cloudy outside. Where is the low atmospheric pressure coming from?”

“From Inner Mongolia.”

“Inner Mongolia?”

“Yes, Sir.”

“It is regrettable that it is not coming from the south.”

In previous years low pressure had come from the south around this time of the year, heralding heavy 
rains.

The official said confidently, “Sir, it will start raining tomorrow.”

Kim Il Sung checked the precipitation data and asked:

“Do you think the low pressure will affect the whole of the country?”

“It seems to me that it is so weak that it will extend only to the central part of the country.”

“Only to the central part of the country?”

“Yes, Sir.”

After a pause, Kim Il Sung said in a gloomy tone, “I am so worried…”

The official could not understand why the news disappointed him.

“It is regrettable that the low pressure will extend only to the middle of Korea. Our compatriots in the 
southern half should also eat rice, shouldn’t they? The drought has lasted there for several months.”

Then the official understood what was worrying Kim Il Sung and said: “Sir, low pressure will come 
from the south in a fortnight.”
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But he said, still worried: “In a fortnight? Every day counts.” He hung up the phone.

The following day the long-awaited rain came, bringing joy to the people in the northern half of the 
country. But Kim Il Sung still cast worried eyes southwards.

Tangun’s Mausoleum

One late September day in 1993, President Kim Il Sung visited the tomb of King Tangun in the seat of 
Kangdong County.

The tomb, of relatively small size, had been much battered by the weather over the ages.

Looking round the dilapidated tomb with a sinking heart, he said, “I thought the mausoleum would be 
magnificent, but now I find it puny. I thought it might have been restored somewhat during the 500-
year-long Ri dynasty, but nothing seems to have been done.”

Observing that the site was not so good, he continued to say that the mausoleum should be rebuilt on a 
good site. He then proposed going to a site he had chosen desirable for rebuilding the mausoleum.

The presidential convoy pulled up at the foot of Mt. Taebak.

The President fixed his eyes upon a hillock, which had an open view in front and a trimmed shape.

“The crest of this hillock, with the Munhung-ri dolmen, seems to be the best site for rebuilding,” he 
said in a satisfied tone. “It will be good to rebuild the mausoleum here, as it commands a far-reaching 
view just as the Revolutionary Martyrs Cemetery on Mt. Taesong does, and is easy of access by car, for
it will be near the road.”

“A wonderful site, indeed!” exclaimed an old scholar.

“Right,” said the President. “How nice it will be if the mausoleum is erected here!”

Afterwards he said, “To rebuild the mausoleum in style is of great significance in demonstrating that 
Korea has a history spanning 5 000 years, that the Koreans are a homogeneous nation of the same 
blood since their emergence, and that Pyongyang is the native place of Tangun and the Korean nation.”

He organized a committee for the reconstruction of Tangun’s mausoleum.

He detailed measures to carry out the project, and guided the designing so as to make the mausoleum 
worthy of the founder king of the Korean nation. On July 6, 1994, he examined and ratified the final 
blueprint submitted by the reconstruction committee.

This blueprint was signed by him just before the final document he ratified on July 7–the document on 
national reunification.

The reconstruction project was completed and the unveiling ceremony took place on October 11, 1994, 
the year he died (on July 8).

Story of Thick Forests
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In March when spring is felt everywhere tree planting is well under way in the DPRK. March 2 is the 
Tree Planting Day in the country. The institution of the day is associated with the following story.

On March 2, 1946, the year after Korea’s liberation from the Japanese imperialists’ military occupation 
(August 15, 1945), Kim Il Sung, leader of the new Korea, went up Moran Hill situated in central 
Pyongyang. Moran Hill was the one he had always remembered and told his soldiers about by the 
campfire during the anti-Japanese armed struggle. Now, however, the hill he saw after national 
liberation was a denuded one. Recalling that formerly the hill was covered with trees, he said in distress
that after their occupation of Korea the Japanese aggressors cut down trees at random in the hill. And 
he stressed the need to plant the hill with trees and flowers in large numbers and turn it into a park for 
the recreation of Pyongyang citizens. Going round the hill, he taught in detail the ways and means for 
the work of nationwide tree planting and for the bettering of the city.

Later the DPRK government instituted the day as the Tree Planting Day of the country.

On April 6, 1947 Kim Il Sung went up Munsu Hill without minding a cloud of dust, planted a tree in 
person and firmed it carefully lest even a single root hair should be wounded and the tree fall in the 
wind.

During the war unleashed by the US imperialists in the 1950s, too, he took various measures to 
conserve forests of the country. He saw to it that certain soldiers were recalled from the front to be 
appointed as foresters and the military committee issued an order on tree planting. Scientists were 
assigned important research tasks pertaining to creation of mixed forests.

Under his wise leadership, mountains of the country turned into thickly-wooded ones.

Tombstone in Phundu-gol
 When you go a little way up from President Kim Il Sung’s native home at Mangyongdae to Mangyong
Hill, you will find a quiet valley called Phundu-gol.

Once there used to stand the graves of great-grandparents of Kim Il Sung. In front of the graves there 
was an old tombstone built under the care of his grandfather Kim Po Hyon. The tombstone bore the 
names of all of his family members except his name.

One spring day in 1946, the year after Korea’s liberation, Kim Il Sung visited his native place. 
Climbing Mangyong Hill after an interval of more than 20 years, he often stopped walking and looked 
around before moving his steps again, recalling his old days. At the hillside he cast his eyes at the 
graves of his great-grandparents in Phundu-gol and told the accompanying officials as follows: In this 
valley lie the graves of my great-grandparents and a tombstone in front of them. The tombstone bears 
the names of all of my family members but my name.

And then he laughed broadly.

Kim Po Hyon wanted to take good care of his deceased parents’ graves with all sincerity but he could 
not perform his filial duty because of his poor economy. So he was always impelled by feelings of his 
filial inadequacy. In 1938 he had a simple tombstone built in front of the graves.
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Carved on the back side of the tombstone were the names of all family members including those of 
children on the paternal and maternal sides. But only the name of Kim Il Sung, the eldest great-
grandchild of the family, was not seen.

Around this time Kim Il Sung was vigorously conducting military and political activities, relying on the
headquarters of the Korean revolution in the secret camp on Mt. Paektu.

The historic victory of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army in the battles at Pochonbo and 
Jiansanfeng in June 1937 shook the ruling system of the Japanese imperialists to the foundation. In 
addition, the Japanese imperialists sustained defeats by the KPRA everywhere else so severely that they
were shuddered merely to hear the name of General Kim Il Sung.

They admitted that even innocent children in the backwoods held Kim Il Sung in high esteem as the 
lodestar of liberation. The head of a police station in Changbai County shrieked and swooned as he 
took the name Kim Il Sin on the card held out to him by a journalist who visited his station for that of 
Kim Il Sung.

The Korean people have had the names of descendants carved on their ancestors’ tombstone by degree 
of relationship out of filial duty generation after generation. But the Japanese imperialists attempted to 
make it impossible for Kim Il Sung’s family to observe such a custom. Worse still, they persistently 
tried to have the tombstone itself built for fear that his name should be carved there.

After all, the name of Kim Il Sung could not be carved on the tombstone.

Despite the vicious attempts of the Japanese imperialists, his august name is shining brilliantly all over 
the world along with history.

Another photograph

One day in September 1993 President Kim Il Sung visited a cooperative farm in Onchon County.

He examined a new strain of a rice plant and had an accompanying official sent for the researcher who 
developed it.

When the official said the researcher was on a business trip to the Academy of Agricultural Science, the
President proposed naming the rice plant, showing great regret at failing to meet him. And he named 
the rice plant after the researcher.

After return to his lodgings he asked an official to take the researcher to him, saying that he must feel 
very regretful to know that we went back without meeting him.

Thus, the next day the researcher came to the place where the President worked.

The President, as if a parent did with his own child who returned home after performing great exploits, 
embraced the researcher and praised him over and over again for his successful efforts before posing 
for a photograph with him.
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After the photo session the President told the researcher to say without hesitation whatever he wanted, 
promising that he would solve them all.

When the researcher said he had nothing to ask, the leader repeatedly told him to visit him at any time 
if he found any problems in his research.

And then he suggested to the researcher that they take another photograph and had a photograph taken 
with him.

The researcher was moved to tears to see him as the people’s leader who was very delighted at the 
outcome which would contribute to improvement in people’s living standards.

Unusual Memory

One day in February 1993 President Kim Il Sung had an audience with the general secretary of United 
Leftist Movement of Dominica who paid a visit to Korea.

The general secretary conveyed greetings of Juan Bosch, former Dominican president to Kim Il Sung.

The President, after searching his memory for a while, asked an official who was sitting beside him 
whether the former Dominican president was the man he had met at a guesthouse and shared a 
luncheon with him when the former visited his country 24 years ago.

The official said yes.

The President continued with a bright smile: I remember my meeting with Bosch and having a talk 
with him. At that time I had a serious chat with him over international political issues. He was a man of
great passion and sentiments.

The general secretary was surprised at the remarkable memory of the Korean leader, who recalled the 
meeting 24 years ago as if it was a yesterday’s event.

Bosch, a politician of the small insular country, was in the presidency for a certain period of time.

However, Kim Il Sung said when and where he met with Bosch and over what they had a talk, and 
even the guest’s facial features.

That evening the general secretary told the Korean officials: Respected Kim Il Sung has a marvellous 
memory.

A Day of Devotion

It happened one day in May 1992. President Kim Il Sung left Pyongyang to give on-site guidance to the
Kaesong area. The officials accompanying him were looking at their wrist watches time and again 
within the running car. This was because the President set out on his guidance trip so early in the 
morning that he could not take his breakfast even though it was nearly seven.

Several minutes before his arrival in Kaesong the President brought the car to a halt and told the 
officials to have breakfast there, taking a rest for a while.
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This flurried the officials, for the car has stopped on the uninhabited roadside and, moreover, they had 
left Pyongyang without any preparation by making a plan to have breakfast after getting to the spot.

Reading their minds, the President said:

Don’t worry about the meal. Last night, I saw to it that packed meals were prepared. That will do, 
because we can save time and also give no trouble to the people of Kaesong city.

Then he ensured that the box lunches were handed out to everyone.

Together with them, he opened his box and, pouring water out of a vacuum flask, had a frugal meal.

Upon his arrival in Kaesong after meal the President, making the rounds of the Mausoleum of King 
Wang Kon, the founder of Koryo, and many other historical relics, gave instructions as to the 
preservation and management of historical and cultural relics.

In the afternoon he gave on-site guidance to the Kaesong Textile Mill, the Pagyon Cooperative Farm 
and other units, and left for Pyongyang about 5 p.m.

That day he covered a long distance of more than 440 kilometres by car to provide on-site guidance to 
many units and gave instructions with regard to them for hours.

Even after the President came back to Pyongyang the electric lights in his office remained bright till 
late at night.

A day of President Kim Il Sung’s on-site guidance for the country and the people glided away like this.

A Story of a Flyover

One early morning in April 1972, President Kim Il Sung was on a field guidance trip.

The following happened when his car was passing a factory. As it was rush hour, the workers of the 
factory were hastening their steps. Suddenly a train was coming up towards a level crossing with a loud
whistle which interrupted the workers who were about to cross the junction.

At the sight of this Kim Il Sung let the car brought to a stop. He called the accompanying officials and 
said that he felt ill at ease to see the workers crossing the railway, urging them to build a good road for 
the workers so it would give no inconvenience to them.

Some days later on his return from his field guidance,

Kim Il Sung called an official and asked how the road was to be built.

The official said they planned to build an underground crossing and showed him the design he brought 
with him.

After examining the design for a while, Kim Il Sung was lost in deep thought, rather off colour.

The official was struck with dismay as he was confident that the design would not be approved, 
although the President was silent.
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Seeing the official who was keeping his eyes on the design, Kim Il Sung said: We should not let trains 
run above the workers but rather build a flyover so that the workers can walk over railway.

Thus the design of the underpass was changed into the design of a flyover, with the result that a smart 
flyover was built. At rush hour the blessed workers wave towards whistling trains on the flyover.

Ministers Stuck with Admiration

One day in the run-up to the democratic election (November 1946) in Korea, the year after the 
country’s liberation, President Kim Il Sung was informed by an official of the fact that the participants 
in the joint conference of Presbyterians in the five provinces of the country held a meeting to promote 
moral living, in which they adopted a decision on banning their followers from participating in the 
upcoming election, because the election day was the Sabbath day.

It was undoubtedly the product of an enemy plot to foil the election.

After a while’s deep thought over the situation the President had an audience with some Presbyterian 
and Methodist ministers.

On that occasion he expressed his great delight at their meeting and asked them if it was true that the 
said conference adopted a decision on disapproving the participation in the democratic election by their
followers.

One of the ministers said the Sabbath day accounted for that decision.

Noting that he heard that the Bible states good deeds can be done although it is the Sabbath day, he 
asked them again if he was right.

The ministers sat on in silence.

At the moment the President continued: The election we are to hold aims at electing people’s 
representatives in order to ensure successful progress of state affairs. Good persons should also be 
selected as representatives among religious activists and accordingly, religionists should naturally 
participate in electing the excellent representatives of the people.

Conscience-stricken at his irrefutable and just argument, the ministers said unanimously that they 
would follow his instructions.

As soon as they returned home, they told the believers that the said conference made a wrong decision 
and encouraged them all to take an active part in the election.

A Fixed Habit

In April 1962 a meeting of the Political Committee of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea adopted a resolution on giving President Kim Il Sung a rest in reflection of the unanimous desire
of the entire Party and all the Korean people for the latter’s health.

Nevertheless, the leader worked hard as before. He only changed his work place, but no other change 
was made in his daily routine.
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An official earnestly requested him not to start work in the early hours as he works late into the night.

But the President said with a quiet smile as if to seek his understanding: An ingrained habit is very hard
to shake off. I’ve got accustomed to getting up early in the morning in my long years of life. In the days
of the anti-Japanese armed struggle the enemy would always attack us in the early hours, so I could not 
sleep at ease as I shouldered the destiny of my unit. From then I lay awake from daybreak. After the 
country’s liberation rose one exiting affairs after another to be tackled by me, so I kept my eyes awake 
at dawn. It was followed by the war with the US imperialists, post-war reconstruction and campaign for
a great Chollima upsurge. After all, life did not allow me to get to sleep peacefully until morning. As a 
result, I fell into the habit of getting up early.

His remark was very moving.

The President said that he could not perhaps abandon the habit for good.

Indeed, Kim Il Sung acquired the habit in the days of his lifelong devotion to the motherland and 
revolution.

Parental Care for Schoolchildren

The DPRK introduced universal 11-year compulsory education in 1972 on a trial basis.

In September that year President Kim Il Sung visited a primary school in Kaesong.

First he dropped in at the room for a girls’ class. He asked the teacher in charge of the class what the 
enrolment of her class was and if all of the students went through kindergarten course. He unzipped the
bags of some students to check their school things.

Standing just in front of the teacher’s desk and resting his arms against a short-legged desk, the leader 
asked a student in the first row to count. When the student counted from one to ten without so much 
difficulty, the leader asked some more, bending over to her. Excited, the student continued to 28, this 
time earning another praise of the President who tenderly patted her on the face.

He then presented a piece of paper in front of another student in the front row and helped her holding 
her pencil, asking her to write her name. After he gave an attentive eye at the young student in a bent 
posture, he asked others to do the same. He also praised them for their good style of writing.

He proceeded to inquire about the studying and degree of understanding of the schoolgirls and then 
headed for the classroom of schoolboys.

He took parental care of the children who were receiving the first-year course of the primary school. He
paid close attention to their health, sanitation and educational and living conditions: What time do they 
leave home for school and vice versa; how long is the distance between the school and their home; how
many lessons do they have a day; and whether the students can endure a 45-minute lesson.

Through his visit to the school he confirmed once again that the 11-year compulsory education system 
could be applicable in local areas, too.
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As a result, the Fifth Session of the Fifth Supreme People’s Assembly held in April 1975 proclaimed a 
resolution on enforcing the 11-year compulsory education in all parts of the country on a full scale from
September 1, 1975.

A Great Programme

In April 1993, a Korean resident in the United States, who was working as the chief of the Koryo 
Research Institute at William Carrie University, visited Pyongyang.

There was a reason for him to come to Korea.

A month before he had heard that the Fifth Session of the Ninth Supreme People’s Assembly of the 
DPRK would be held, and he had waited to see what would be decided at it with bated breath. Having 
heard that the Supreme People’s Assembly would convene just a few days after the Order of the 
Supreme Commander of the Korean People’s Army on declaring a state of semi-war throughout the 
country was issued, followed by the announcement of the statement of the DPRK Government on its 
withdrawal from the NPT, he was anticipating that the DPRK would adopt more hardline 
countermeasures at the session. His expectation was in line with that of the world community.

Around that time, a foreign media organization reported as follows: “Hard hit by the successive strikes 
from north Korea, the US and other hostile forces, heavily wounded, are fearful like frogs in a 
thunderstorm, awaiting the result of the session of the Supreme People’s Assembly of the DPRK.”

However, no one had anticipated what would happen at the session. It published the Ten-Point 
Programme of the Great Unity of the Whole Nation for the Reunification of the Country, written by 
President Kim Il Sung.

After hearing the world-startling news which the international community was calling an “event that 
has brought the falling parts of the globe together,” filled with great admiration and excitement, he flew
to Pyongyang in the hope of meeting President Kim Il Sung.

President Kim Il Sung granted his ardent desire. At a reception he said to the President that the Ten-
Point Programme of the Great Unity of the Whole Nation was an excellent blueprint for national 
reunification and that Kim Il Sung should take office as the president of a reunified federal republic.

Kim Il Sung, with a smile on his face, told him that he had no desire to become president; all he wanted
was to see the country reunified as soon as possible, and he continued:

“To achieve the great unity of the entire nation is the only way to national reunification at present. To 
reunify the country, there is no other way than to realize the great unity of all Koreans in the north, in 
the south and abroad. The unity of the entire nation will enable us to solve all the problems which we 
encounter in reunifying the country.”

And he went on to explain the purpose of the recent publication of the Ten-Point Programme of the 
Great Unity of the Whole Nation, its main idea and its contents, item by item, in the context of its 
relations with the Ten-Point Programme of the Association for the Restoration of the Fatherland he had 
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published during the anti-Japanese armed struggle, as well as the problems arising in understanding 
them.

Listening to the President’s long explanation, he could clearly comprehend the logic of the President’s 
achievements and his idea on national unity, manifested in the Ten-Point Programme of the Association
for the Restoration of the Fatherland, the proposal for founding the Democratic Federal Republic of 
Koryo, the adoption of north-south agreements and the Ten-Point Programme of the Great Unity of the 
Whole Nation.

Upon his return home, he expressed his view on the programme:

“The Ten-Point Programme of the Great Unity of the Whole Nation is the fruit of President Kim Il 
Sung’s painstaking efforts, deep thought and study for the reunification of the country.”

Electric Arc Furnace

It was late September 1947.

President Kim Il Sung visited the then Songjin Steel Plant on the east coast of the northern part of 
Korea.

While touring the plant, he suggested going to the electric arc furnace workshop. The accompanying 
officials were embarrassed and tried repeatedly to dissuade him from doing so, explaining that it was a 
harmful and dangerous place.

Kim Il Sung headed for the workshop, saying: Don’t worry. That is the place our workers are working, 
so why shouldn’t I go? The workshop occupies the first and important process of steel production. Now
let’s go.

Before the country’s liberation, the workshop was a deadly place and slaughterhouse which took a 
heavy toll of lives every day.

However, after liberation the factory took measures to eliminate dangerous objects and rigidly enforced
safety regulations, thus decreasing the factors that might incur accidents.

Kim Il Sung looked around the workshop and slowly moved his steps towards the furnace, before 
saying: No matter how precious steel is, we should not allow the workers to work any longer under this
condition. You might as well produce less steel, so you must blow up this workshop.

At this the officials and workers were stuck with amazement, for they were more keenly aware of the 
importance of steel production in the struggle to build a new country than anyone else.

After winding up his tour of the shop floor, the President asked the officials once again to destroy the 
furnace without fail and then left the plant.

However, the workers did not stop running the furnace with a burning desire to carry out the 
President’s nation-building line.
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Informed of this fact, the President urged the officials to blow up the workshop, explaining that it was a
damnable place full of grudges of the workers.

Sense of Patriotism

In December 1950 President Kim Il Sung with some officials went to a valley to examine the 
topographical conditions of a place and physical aspects of its surrounding mountains.

The following happened when the President and the officials arrived at a spring. More than ten 
pheasants were slowly descending towards the spring. When he found the flock of pheasants, Kim Il 
Sung beckoned for the officials to sit down.

Some time later, an official approached him and gave him a hunting gun.

However, the President did not intend to shoot, just watching the pheasants roaming about in search of 
food.

After casting his eyes on the birds for a good while he said: Look! What a fine sight! Our country has 
been called a land of golden tapestry because many animals like those pheasants live everywhere in our
mountains. Therefore, we should not shoot the pheasants. We should not catch them but raise them in 
large number. In the future we should encourage people to widely raise animals such as pheasants.

Impressed by the instructions deeply permeated with his ardent love for the country, the officials 
expressed their determination to readily sacrifice their lives for the beautiful and priceless country.

Source of Heroic Feats

One day in September 1951, when the Fatherland Liberation War (June 1950-July 1953) was at its 
height, President Kim Il Sung visited the defenders of Height 1211, braving a hail of shells.

After scanning the ridges and valleys across the Height, which bore traces of fierce battles, through 
binoculars, he ordered the accompanying military officials to turn the height into an impregnable 
fortress. He then stressed the need to undertake the political and supply service work in an effective 
way so as to boost the morale of soldiers and take good care of their living.

He even rang up the commander of the unit on the height, and told him that all the combatants were 
irreplaceable treasures and his precious comrades-in-arms and that they should be provided with warm 
rice and hot soup and with a warm place to sleep, as it had already begun to get cold.

The parental affection for the KPA service personnel shown by the President encouraged the defenders 
to perform heroic feats in defending the Height at the cost of their blood by repelling the repeated 
attacks of the US imperialists.

Far-sightedness

When Korea will be liberated?—this was the greatest matter of concern to all the Korean people before
the country’s liberation. Among them were the inhabitants at Jiapigou, Wangqing County, China. They 
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had immigrated to this alien land after they were deprived of their country by the Japanese imperialists.
They would often chat about this matter when they got together. But none of them had an exact idea.

It was the summer of 1941. Around this time unhappy news fell upon the village one after another. The 
news was about the peace treaty concluded between the Soviet Union and Japan in spring that year and 
Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union followed by successive occupation of Soviet cities by German 
troops.

The oldest man in the village was worried that he would not come back home again. The villagers 
asked a young man who had taken part in a social movement in Russia if he knew about the period of 
liberation. He came back to this village and was enlightening the villagers. But, he also failed to give a 
correct answer.

The villagers waited eagerly for Commander Kim Il Sung to visit their village, convinced that no one 
but he could answer their question.

One of those days a small unit of the Korean People’s Army led by Kim Il Sung dropped in at their 
village. The unit was active in the area around Wangqing.

The villagers unanimously asked him when Korea would be liberated.

Reading their minds, he said in a confident voice: Wait for more three or four years with patience, and 
you will surely greet the bright day of liberation.

He made short remarks but the villagers were excited with boundless joy. Since then they anxiously 
waited for the day to arrive. As he predicted, the news that the Japanese imperialists were defeated in 
August 1945 was conveyed to the village.

To the villagers who were admiring Kim Il Sung’s foresight, the oldest man said: Our commander is 
really a great man sent from the Heaven. No one else could foretell the today’s event in the dark days.

Principle of Independence   

In July 1985 President Kim Il Sung had a talk with the visiting party delegation of a north European 
country.

In the talk Kim Il Sung supported the party striving to maintain independence in its relations with 
parties of big countries.

He said: The revolution in each country is carried by its own party. When introducing the experience of
foreign parties, you should assimilate only that which suits your tastes and reject that which does not, 
however good the experience may be. Even though someone offers a delicious biscuit, one should not 
take it if it does not suit one’s taste. If a person eats food which disagrees with him he may suffer 
indigestion or other illness.

So parties and states should inform others of their good experience, and refrain from dictating that 
which does not suit other countries, he continued.
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He added: Our two Parties maintain such a stand and are united on the basis of the principle of 
independence. That’s why I think that our two Parties will be able to maintain comradely unity and 
launch joint struggle.

The members of the delegation entertained a high respect for and deep trust in Kim Il Sung who 
explained them the need to maintain independence and principles in doing so.

Pedigree Records and Royal Seal of King Wang Kon
Early one morning in May 1992, President Kim Il Sung visited Kaesong, and looked round the 
historical remains and relics tirelessly. Then he made for the mausoleum of King Wang Kon, 8km 
northwest of the city.

After a meditative silence, he said that the mausoleum was too humble for the founder king of Koryo, 
the first unified state of Korea, that if we left it as it was, he would curse us, and that the historians 
should consult the architects on sprucing up the mausoleum.

The king’s descendants were moved to hear this. After some sleepless nights, they decided to present 
the President with their pedigree records and royal seal, heirlooms which had been passed down for 
generations.

These 600-year-old relics had been preserved by members of the royal family who had fled the 
overthrow by Ri Song Gye of the Koryo dynasty in 1392.

“Is it true Wang Kon’s family tree has been found?” asked Kim Il Sung. “A wonderful thing 
indeed, in these good times!”

Examining the genealogical records and royal seal, he continued: Wang Kon was the founder king of 
Koryo. Koryo was the first state to unify Korea. That is the significance of my proposal to name a 
reunified Korea the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo.

At the sight of the king’s portrait, he laughed, saying that he was a very handsome man.

He took steps for the remains to be well preserved, and sent presents to the king’s descendants.

Telescope in his office

On December 31, 1985, an official was summoned by President Kim Il Sung. Entering the leader’s 
office, he stopped short at the sight of the President intent on looking through a telescope, oblivious to 
his presence. The official asked him what he was looking at. The President turned, and invited him to 
take a look. The official found that he could see the Revolutionary Martyrs Cemetery on Mt. Taesong, 
the martyrs seeming to rush towards him.

He was choked with emotion.

The President said in a husky voice that whenever he thought of them, he looked at the cemetery and he
regretted not having done better for them.
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A Martyr’s Tomb in Taehongdan
One spring day in 1985, a young official attending President Kim Il Sung came back from a tour of the 
revolutionary battlesites in the Mt. Paektu area.

Greeting him, the President asked him what his impressions had been, and the official replied candidly.

The President asked him if he had also gone to Taehongdan.

“Yes,” answered the official. “Pink azaleas were in full bloom in the wide plains. I felt as if I were a 
soldier of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army that had marched into the homeland under your 
command during the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle.”

“So you went to Taehongdan,” said the President. Then he asked him if he had visited the grave of a 
fighter there.

The official was dumbfounded. He had never heard of such a grave.

Kim Il Sung expressed his regret that he had forgotten to tell him to lay a bouquet of flowers at the 
grave of fighter Kim Se Ok there. Referring to Kim Se Ok, the President said that he was taciturn 
normally, but as brave as a tiger in battle. Regrettably, the fighter did not live to see national liberation.

At lunch and dinner, Kim Il Sung again broached the subject in a tone of regret.

A Sick Call on New Year’s Eve

Towards the evening of December 31, 1983, Kim Il (the then Vice-President) was surprised to hear that
President Kim Il Sung would be arriving soon. He was confined to his sick-bed at home. He was 
moved at the announcement, for New Year’s Eve was a busiest day for the President.

The family was in a rush to tidy up his room.

After a few minutes, the President entered the room, and clasped Kim Il’s hands warmly.

“Leader!” exclaimed Kim Il, with a catch in his throat.

The President was there to inquire about his treatment after all the solicitude he had shown the sick 
man.

Kim Il answered the President’s questions, and added that he was sorry not to be fit to work.

The President said that Kim Il had every right to rest after all his services, and that he was satisfied to 
see the latter still endeavouring to work further.

The President recalled with deep emotion how they had met for the first time. But their innermost 
feelings from the decades-long, arduous struggle were too many for a single night.

Feeling sad to see his comrade wasted by illness, the President proposed talking more later and sharing 
a glass of wine on the New Year’s Eve, and asked him if he was allowed a drink by doctors.
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“I’m afraid not,” answered Kim Il with a sigh. Kim Il Sung decided not to insist on a drink if it would 
be harmful to Kim Il’s health. After a pause, he earnestly told Kim Il to battle his disease with 
perseverance. He tried to say something further, but turned his face, tears blurring his eyes.

Kim Il was moved by the leader’s solicitude. “Leader,” he said between sobs, “please take care of 
yourself. Now you are advanced in age. Please stop overworking yourself.”

“Thank you,” the President said, overcome with emotion and getting to his feet. “I have kept you 
sitting up too long. Now I’m going.”

But, he hesitated to leave. He was looking his comrade in the face, and after a while, said in a husky 
voice, “We always saw New Year art performances together every year. But this evening I could 
not see one properly, with tears welling up, as you cannot be with me.”

The President clasped Kim Il’s hands again.

“Senior Mourner” for Jang Kil Bu
In February 1974, Jang Kil Bu, mother of fallen anti-Japanese revolutionary fighter Ma Tong Hui, died,
and the officials preparing her funeral service found that she had no family members to mourn for her. 
Her son, daughter and daughter-in-law had all fallen in the struggle for national liberation.

The officials were at a loss what to do, for it was the national custom that children of the deceased 
receive the condolers and hold the funeral.

They decided to ask Kim Il Sung for advice.

“You have arranged for a State funeral for Jang Kil Bu,” they said, “but we have a problem selecting 
mourners. You know she has no children.”

The President looked out of the window in silence. After a while, he said with regret that she might 
well have lived to be 100, but died before her time.

In fact, Jang had lived to 91, under the special care of Kim Il Sung.

Kim Il Sung then volunteered to act as the senior mourner and asked generals of guerrilla origin to be 
the junior mourners.

“That would be unprecedented,” said an official.

But the President said firmly that he would do.

Next day the condolers were surprised to see five “sons” in generals’ uniforms and five “daughters-in-
law” dressed in white mourning standing beside Jang’s coffin.

The Best Site for a Building for the People
One day in October 1973, President Kim Il Sung was enjoying a bird’s-eye view of Pyongyang from 
Moran Hill.
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“What do you think should be built over there?” he asked the accompanying officials, pointing 
towards Namsan Hill.

The officials were stuck for a reply, for they knew the history of the site.

Decades before, when the blueprint for the postwar reconstruction of Pyongyang was being worked 
out, the President had directed the layout with Namsan Hill as the axis. But he had insisted on leaving 
the hill vacant. It really was an enviable site, for it commanded an open view of the Taedong River in 
front, the Munsu Plain beyond, and the scenic spot of Moran Hill to the left.

Many buildings had since appeared around the vacant hill.

Once a designer, concerned for the site, submitted a plan for an impressive government building to be 
erected there. But Kim Il Sung rejected it immediately. He said there and then: Why should a 
government building, instead of a public building for the people, be constructed on such a good site in 
downtown Pyongyang?

The officials knew the President’s attachment to the site, and they had not a ready answer to his 
question.

He said that the central square should be used for a building for the people, such as a museum, public 
hall, library or palace of culture.

Two months later, in mid-December, the President climbed the hill. Saying that it was high time to use 
the site, he proposed building a big library there, now that there were already a palace of culture and a 
students and children’s palace in Pyongyang. The children would study in their palace and the adults 
would study in this library, he remarked. “If a library is built here, the people will welcome it,” he 
said.

This was how a magnificent building of Korean architectural style appeared on the hill, and Kim Il 
Sung named it the Grand People’s Study House.

The Best Site for a Building for the People
One day in October 1973, President Kim Il Sung was enjoying a bird’s-eye view of Pyongyang from 
Moran Hill.

“What do you think should be built over there?” he asked the accompanying officials, pointing 
towards Namsan Hill.

The officials were stuck for a reply, for they knew the history of the site.

Decades before, when the blueprint for the postwar reconstruction of Pyongyang was being worked 
out, the President had directed the layout with Namsan Hill as the axis. But he had insisted on leaving 
the hill vacant. It really was an enviable site, for it commanded an open view of the Taedong River in 
front, the Munsu Plain beyond, and the scenic spot of Moran Hill to the left.
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Once a designer, concerned for the site, submitted a plan for an impressive government building to be 
erected there. But Kim Il Sung rejected it immediately. He said there and then: Why should a 
government building, instead of a public building for the people, be constructed on such a good site in 
downtown Pyongyang?

The officials knew the President’s attachment to the site, and they had not a ready answer to his 
question.

He said that the central square should be used for a building for the people, such as a museum, public 
hall, library or palace of culture.

Two months later, in mid-December, the President climbed the hill. Saying that it was high time to use 
the site, he proposed building a big library there, now that there were already a palace of culture and a 
students and children’s palace in Pyongyang. The children would study in their palace and the adults 
would study in this library, he remarked. “If a library is built here, the people will welcome it,” he 
said.

This was how a magnificent building of Korean architectural style appeared on the hill, and Kim Il 
Sung named it the Grand People’s Study House.

A Carp Pieced Together

One evening in September 1971, President Kim Il Sung arrived at his residence from an inspection trip,
and entered the dining-room together with three children of an official of Chongryon (General 
Association of Korean Residents in Japan) who were staying there.

The youngest boy, aged 6, was seated beside him, and he boasted that he had caught a carp in a nearby 
lake in the afternoon, and that he had been the only one of his companions to do so.

The boy, indulging in the special care of the President, was a spoilt, wilful child.

On his return with the carp, he had allowed nobody to touch it, assuming the air of a hunter who had 
caught a tiger. “My carp is going to be served, and you’ll see it’s as big as my arm,” he bragged to the 
President, lifting up his arm again and again. “That big?” said Kim Il Sung, urging him further and 
holding his arm upward. “How could it bite the bait? Perhaps thinking it was safe?” Inflated with 
praise, the child demanded that the cooked carp be brought immediately.

When the dish was served, the child suddenly burst into tears. He cried nonstop before crawling under 
the table and kicking his feet in the air in a tantrum. He was upset because the fish had been cut into 
slices, and so nobody could tell how big it was.

His brother and sister tried to soothe him, but in vain.

“A bit too headstrong,” said Kim Il Sung, chuckling. He proceeded to gather the slices together in 
order to form a whole fish.

“Now come out,” he said, gesturing to the child under the table. “The carp is whole again. Oh, it’s so
big!”
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The boy stopped crying, crawled out and stole a glance at the table, wiping away his tears as he did so.

The fish was just as big again as when he had caught it. With eyes popping, he exclaimed, 
“Grandfather, it’s the carp I caught. Please help yourself.”

The President gave a hearty laugh, and was soon joined by the others in his mirth.

A Political Committee Meeting Turned into a Meeting of Pupils' Parents
One summer day in 1969, Kim Il Sung, on his way back from an inspection tour, told his driver to stop 
when he saw some children returning from school. He climbed out and called to them. They came 
running up with exclamations of joy, and greeted him. Caressing them with a fond look, the leader 
asked them which school they attended, what grade they were in and where their houses were.

“Let me look in your schoolbag,” he said, taking a bag off a boy’s shoulder. He opened the pencil-
case, textbooks and notebooks. He praised the boy for keeping his textbooks clean and for his good 
handwriting. The boy was all smiles.

The leader asked the children if they studied together at home and how they liked their study group.

All said they liked it: One answered that they were sharing knowledge among themselves, and another 
that they were also sharing textbooks.

Kim Il Sung urged them again and again to study hard, before climbing into his car.

On the way, he said, as if to himself: “Children are honesty itself.”

But he was worried, because they were sharing textbooks. The boy’s answer means textbooks are in 
short supply, he mused.

Some time later, the Political Committee of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea met 
to discuss the issue of textbooks.

Kim Il Sung said: We must print textbooks of good paper, even if we have to delay the printing of other
publications. Then he set up a preparatory committee for the new school year with senior officials at 
central, provincial, city and county levels.

He said in conclusion, “We are parents of pupils, aren’t we? This Political Committee meeting is a 
meeting of pupils’ parents, so to speak. Where will we be if we can’t find a solution to children’s 
education?”

Care for a Disabled Soldier

One day in February 1968, Kim Il Sung visited the Mangyongdae Disabled Soldiers’ Fountain-pen 
Factory, to an enthusiastic welcome. In the maintenance shop, he examined products made by a lathe 
operator. He noticed that the operator was awkward in his movements, and asked him where he had 
been wounded. As he expected, the worker answered that he had been wounded in the spine.

“The spine?” the leader’s face became longer.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader1+5+7461
http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader1+5+7462


“In which battle?” he asked.

“In the battle of Height 1211.”

“Well, you are a hero of Height 1211.”

He passed his hand all over the veteran’s back, asking where he had been wounded and if he felt pain in
this or that part.

The veteran answered in a tearful voice that he was all right.

The leader asked him if he had a wife. Wiping away his tears, the soldier answered yes.

After thinking a while, the leader asked. “Do you have any children?”

“Yes, four!”

“As many as four?” Kim Il Sung’s face brightened. “Good! Very good! I am glad to hear it.”

He excitedly embraced the soldier. “How good it is that you have children!” he said with a beaming 
smile. He then asked the veteran to work hard and bring up his children well.

His Old Canvas Shoes

One summer day in 1965, on an inspection of Changsong County, Kim Il Sung summoned the officials 
of the Sinuiju Footwear Factory to discuss the supply of shoes for the people.

After stressing the need to produce attractive and durable shoes in large quantities, he showed his own 
canvas shoes to the officials, saying, “Sinuiju brand, aren’t they? They are well made. Comfortable
and durable, indeed.”

The officials looked wide-eyed at the shoes, unable to remember when they had turned them out. The 
shoes were discoloured from many washings, the rubber at the toes was crumpled, and they had 
repaired insoles.

“I bought them about five years ago, but I keep them because they have not worn out,” said the 
leader.

The officials felt guilty of their lack of sense of economization. As they were working at a footwear 
factory, they would frequently change their shoes, slightly faded or worn out, for new ones.

“  Un Dok”   

One September day in 1961, Kim Il Sung visited the Pyongyang Hotel, where the delegates to the 
historic Fourth Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea were staying, and had a talk with a woman 
delegate. When he asked her how many there were in her family, she hesitated.

An official standing beside answered that she and her husband had no children.

“Only two of you? How old are you?” the leader asked again.

She answered in a faint voice that she was 29.
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Changing the topic, Kim Il Sung asked where her husband was working and how much her salary was. 
Then he studied her face carefully.

“You don’t look well. Do you have any illness?”

“No. I have just spent some sleepless nights, trying to finish my work before participating in the 
congress.”

“You look sick although you deny your illness.”

With a worried look, the leader continued: If you are really all right, why don’t you have a child at the 
age of 29? Surely you look sick.

She was at a loss what to answer.

Then he asked her if her husband did not complain about her failure to give birth.

She burst into tears, moved by his meticulous concern for her agony. She had always felt sorry for her 
husband although he had never complained.

The leader soothed her, saying that she must receive treatment, give birth and work harder in good 
health.

Later, he sent her medicine, and she recovered her health, gave birth to a child and named it Un Dok 
(Benevolence).

A New Item of the State Budget

The Cabinet meeting to discuss the draft State budget for 1957 went on from morning till late at night; 
the nation’s financial situation was so acute.

Listening to the keynote speech, Kim Il Sung examined the draft item by item. All of a sudden, he 
asked in which category were included the educational aid funds and stipends for the children of 
Korean residents in Japan. The speaker hesitated to answer.

Kim Il Sung had instructed this particular item to be included. But those working on the draft could not 
come up with any measure to secure the funds, no matter how hard they tried.

Three years after the armistice, the scars of war wounds were still visible in the factories, farming and 
fishermen’s villages and towns. Even if a factory had managed to be rebuilt out of the debris, its 
equipment was a problem. Even when the bomb craters in the fields had been filled, the pumps to 
irrigate the fields were in short supply. So many people were still living in dug-outs, and there were so 
many wounded veterans and old and invalid people, that the State could scarcely look after them. 
Money was the biggest problem everywhere.

The speaker finally replied that, in view of the acute financial situation, that item had not been included
in the State budget, but was to be specifically added to the short-term foreign exchange plan.
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After a while, Kim Il Sung said firmly: No! We must send the funds, and that at once. Even if we can’t 
build one or two factories, we must send the money for children’s education to our compatriots 
suffering hardship in that alien land.

Dead silence hung in the room.

He continued, looking around: So long as there are compatriots in Japan and children who need 
education, we must continue to send them funds. Therefore, it must not be a temporary concern. We 
must set up a new budget item of “educational aid funds and stipends for the children of Korean 
residents in Japan,” and maintain it as a permanent work.

This was how the new item was set up.

The Leader and a Bare-Footed Boy

One summer day in 1955, some children of Changsong County met Kim Il Sung on their way home 
from school and gave him the Children’s Union salute. One of them had no shoes on.

The boy coloured with shame and tried to step back when Kim Il Sung looked anxiously down at his 
bare dusty feet. But the leader laid his hand on the boy’s shoulder.

“Whom do you live with?” he asked.

“I live with my grandmother, mother and younger brothers.”

“What about your father?”

The boy hesitated to reply.

“What about your father?”

“He fell in battle during the war.”

The leader said no more, but hugged the boy. With a worried look, he said to his entourage: “Look 
here. I haven’t even given him a pair of shoes, but he has greeted me.”

A while later he asked in detail where and how the boy was living. Parting with the children, he 
promised that he would drop in at their houses some time later.

The boy ran along to his house to inform his family of the good news. When he was half way, he heard 
a car’s horn hooting behind, and the leader’s car pulled up beside him.

“Get in,” said the leader.

The boy hesitated, looking down at his bare feet.

The leader said, “It hurts to walk on the stony road, doesn’t it? If your feet become sore, you will 
be in trouble, unable to go to school.”

The boy turned his head away, tears welling up in his eyes.
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When they reached the house, the leader greeted with the boy’s grandmother and mother. Then he told 
his aide to take the three brothers and buy them shoes.

It was a long time before they returned with new shoes on. The leader, still standing in the yard, did not
feel relieved until he felt the toes and heels of the shoes. The boy was so choked that he could barely 
stammer out, “Thank you for buying me shoes. I will study hard.” Then he buried his face in the bosom
of the leader.

Cabinet Decision No. 203

On January 20, 1952, an official of the Ministry of Public Health was summoned by Kim Il Sung to the
Supreme Headquarters. He presented to Kim Il Sung a written document on the measures to be taken 
against the US army’s germ warfare atrocities, and demanded a large amount of funds.

The official anxiously waited for Kim Il Sung’s reply.

To his utter surprise, Kim Il Sung said as follows:

“At present, our people are fighting at the cost of their lives for victory on all parts of the front 
and the rear. We must spare nothing for these patriotic and self-sacrificing people. Let us enforce 
the system of free medical care.”

The official was dumbfounded for a while.

Smiling at the official’s surprise, Kim Il Sung asked him how much the people were paying for medical
services.

The official replied that both blue- and white-collar workers enjoyed free treatment from the State and 
social insurance system, that farmers and private merchants paid outpatients’ fees and that the 
dependants of workers and office employees paid 40 percent of the price of medicine for outpatients.

“Forty percent? ...” Kim Il Sung said to himself and thought a while, before saying, “As matters 
stand, we are in a hard situation. But we must enforce a free medical care system, in order to 
protect the people’s lives and promote their health. Nothing is more precious to us than the 
people’s lives.”

On November 13, 1952, ten months later, the Cabinet published its Decision No. 203 “On Enforcing 
the System of Free Medical Service.”

Reporting on this decision, a foreign newspaper made fun of the American warmongers as follows:

“Although the United States has been devastating Korea with a shower of bombs, Korea has slapped 
the United States hard across the face with the huge bomb No. 203, which is as powerful as ten A-
bombs.”

The Supreme Commander in Ordinary Soldier’s Padded Shoes in 
Summer   
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One sweltering day in August 1951, Kim Il Sung inspected samples of military uniforms to be supplied 
that winter.

About ten suits of winter military uniforms, caps, gloves and padded shoes were exhibited on a display 
stand.

Guided by an official, Kim Il Sung inspected them one by one. Then he said, “Let’s hear the opinions 
of the soldiers who will wear them.” He called some soldiers, and made them try the uniforms on.

After checking the details of the lace-up padded shoes, Kim Il Sung said he would take a pair of padded
shoes with him.

“What does he need them for?” the officials asked themselves.

The next day, they were surprised to see Kim Il Sung walking about, wearing the padded shoes.

Kim Il Sung went on wearing the shoes for more than a week.

One day, after a long spell of rain, Kim Il Sung walked along a muddy road to inspect the workplace of 
a squadron of sappers, still wearing the padded shoes.

Arriving at the place, he unexpectedly asked the sappers’ opinion of the padded shoes he was wearing, 
saying that padded shoes of that kind were expected to be distributed to all the soldiers in the coming 
winter.

The soldiers looked in wonder at the padded shoes for a little while, before saying with joy: “Comrade 
Supreme Commander! They are very nice.”

He urged them to pinpoint the shortcomings of the shoes, instead of merely approving them, so that he 
could get better ones made for them. He then aired his own opinion, saying, “I have been wearing the 
shoes for several days, and found them warm and comfortable. But they get wet easily. I am 
afraid they might freeze the feet.”

Then, pointing at the rubber frame, he said: The rubber is so low that the cloth gets wet even on a road 
which is not so muddy. During the winter in our country sleet is frequent, and roads often become 
muddy due to thawing, and shoes get wet easily. Therefore, shoes, even if they are padded, may still 
freeze the feet if they are wet.

He then drew their attention to his finger marking the possible height of the rubber frame to be raised, 
asking their opinion.

Upon their approval, he beamed, asking them if such a height would make the shoes look shabby.

One soldier replied that as the height of the rubber frame was to be raised for the soldiers’ convenience,
it would also be good to see if they became accustomed to it.

Kim Il Sung was pleased that this answer was the same as his own opinion. There and then he said, “If 
you all approve, let that be the height of the rubber frame.”

 



An Emergency Measure

 One August day in 1951, Kim Il Sung received a sad report from an official of the death of Ho Hon, 
the president of Kim Il Sung University, who had been killed in an enemy bombing raid while on his 
way to the opening ceremony of a new academic year of the university. Ho had been on a boat crossing
a river in the dead of night at the time of the bombing. His body was still missing.

The official reported that the strong current of the river must have washed Ho Hon’s corpse out to sea. 
He added that it would be impossible to find it.

Kim Il Sung reproached him sternly, saying: How can you say that it is impossible to find him, a 
precious talent of the country? However wide the sea may be, we must find him by all means, even if 
we have to search the bottom of the sea.

There and then, he took an emergency measure of mobilizing more than 3 000 soldiers for the search 
work.

It was not long after the enemy had launched an audacious “summer offensive.” In the light of the 
situation on the front becoming tenser and tenser with each passing moment, it was unimaginable to 
second such a large number of soldiers. On top of it, the severest flood in 30 years was sweeping the 
country.

Sixteen days later, the body of Ho Hon was recovered from the sea off Jongju.

Ho Hon was then accorded a State funeral in the presence of Kim Il Sung.

The bereaved family was quite overwhelmed, for the Supreme Commander had come to the funeral 
even though the situation at the front was very tense.

He said, “How could I stay away when Mr. Ho Hon is going to the next world? I can not suppress 
my yearning for him.”

He personally became a pallbearer.

Rice sent to Divisional Hospital

One day in early 1951, Kim Il Sung’s uncle Kim Hyong Rok had a chance to go to the Supreme 
Headquarters and share a meal with his nephew Kim Il Sung after a long period of separation. Kim 
Hyong Rok was surprised to see the table spread with cooked millet without a grain of rice, dried 
cabbage soup and a small bowl of kimchi.

Although he was well aware of his nephew’s frugal way of life, he was still worried as to what would 
become of the country if the latter’s overwork day and night were to impair his health.

So he expressed his concern about his nephew’s health.

Kim Il Sung said with a smile; “Now that all the people are fighting against the Yankees, tightening 
their belts, I alone cannot live on white rice, can I? I feel at ease and have a good appetite when I live 
like the people.”
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Kim Hyong Rok thought it useless to insist. On returning home, he pounded in a mortar a small amount
of rice he had kept and picked up grains of unhulled rice one by one. He sent the rice to the Supreme 
Headquarters with a note requesting that it be served to Kim Il Sung.

Kim Il Sung, however, sent the rice to the divisional hospital located near the Supreme Headquarters.

Informed later of the fact, Kim Hyong Rok said to himself, his eyes brimming with tears: “He would 
not have done anything else, would he? Even though I knew it…”

Sentry in the Supreme Commander’s Fur Cap
 One winter evening in 1950, a sentry at the Supreme Headquarters was informed that Supreme 
Commander Kim Il Sung was coming back from an inspection of the front. He stood on high alert, 
peering into the blizzard.

When eventually the Supreme Commander’s car approached, the sentry saluted him and did not expect 
it to stop.

To his surprise, the car pulled in, and Kim Il Sung stepped onto the snowy road.

He approached the sentry and asked kindly: “Don’t you feel chilly in this cold weather?”

“No, sir,” replied the sentry robustly.

Kim Il Sung, however, was worried, thinking that it must be difficult to stand guard in such inclement 
weather. Moreover, he noticed that the soldier did not have a fur cap.

Kim Il Sung was ill at ease over the fact that the sentry had not been supplied with a fur cap because of 
the difficult and complicated situation during the temporary strategic retreat.

“I am all right, Comrade Supreme Commander,” said the sentry cheerfully once again, just to set Kim 
Il Sung at ease.

Grasping the hands of the sentry, Kim Il Sung stood against the snowstorm to shelter him, and said to 
his aide, “Fetch my fur cap and gloves from the car.”

The aide brought the fur cap and gloves, which Kim Il Sung gave to the sentry, and said, “Take off 
your cap and put this one on.”

“I am quite all right, Comrade Supreme Commander,” replied the sentry in high spirits, standing stiffly 
to attention.

Smiling knowingly, Kim Il Sung urged him to put on the cap.

The sentry, however, was still hesitant.

Kim Il Sung personally took off the soldier’s cap and put the fur cap on his head.

The fur cap, Kim Il Sung said, seems a little big for you, but it will do if it is tightened in the back. He 
pulled down the ear flaps and tied the string. He also took off the sentry’s gloves and helped him put on
his own gloves.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader1+5+7452


“Comrade Supreme Commander…”

The sentry was too moved to say more.

Some time later, the officer in charge of sentry duty came, leading a relief team, and was surprised to 
see the sentry in a different cap.

“How dare you wear the fur cap of the Comrade Supreme Commander?” he asked, indignantly.

18 Chickens and an Egg Basket

One night in November 1950, Kim Il Sung was staying in a humble farmhouse in Rimsonggol, 
Kosanjin.

His host, wanting to roast a few chickens for Kim Il Sung, went to the chicken coop. Hearing the 
flapping of the startled chickens, Kim Il Sung asked his aide: “Who is killing chickens?”

“Well, it is the old man of this house. He says he needs his chickens badly.”

“But why should he want to kill chickens at this time of night? You asked our host to do so, didn’t
you? If he really needs chickens, let him take the chickens in the kitchen, which we bought, and 
leave his chickens as they are.”

The old man, however, insisted on catching a few chickens and leaving them with the aide as a treat for
Kim Il Sung. He added that more chickens, if need be, might be served to him.

Several days later, the old man was surprised to see that the chickens which he had given to the aide 
were still strutting around the coop.

Thinking this strange, he counted the chickens, and found that he still had all of his original 18 
chickens.

Not long after, Kim Il Sung handed to his aide a warm egg which he had just picked out of the coop, 
and said, “It is better to get the chickens to lay eggs than to eat them, isn’t it? Take this egg to the 
host before it gets cold.”

Some days later, Kim Il Sung left Kosanjin. The aide returned to the host all the 18 chickens as well as 
a basket full of eggs.

Oxen Returned by Train

The following incident took place one November day during the Korean war (June 1950-July 1953). At
that time the Supreme Headquarters was situated at Kosanjin.

Supreme Commander Kim Il Sung, during his inspection of a unit directly under the Supreme 
Headquarters, found that it had slaughtered an ox. It was one of several stray oxen that had been 
rounded up and herded along by the soldiers on their march along the Kujang-Hyangsan road running 
through the Chongchon River ferry.

An officer replied, without much thinking, that the ox had been slaughtered because it had a broken leg.
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Regarding this as a grave incident, Kim Il Sung gave him a good dressing-down.

He said that even though it was of course praiseworthy that they had herded stray oxen along over a 
long distance, it was very wrong to slaughter one merely because of a broken leg. He continued: “The 
Americans are now randomly slaughtering animals in the occupied areas. If we too slaughter 
them on this or that pretext, our country will be left with not a single ox. Don’t you think so? It 
was terribly wrong.”

Awakened to the seriousness of his offense, the officer hung his head, his face turning crimson.

“You should have treated the broken leg,” continued Kim Il Sung. “A broken ox-leg is just as easy 
to mend as a broken human bone. For our peasants, an ox is a family member. … What did you 
think you were doing when you slaughtered an ox valued so much by the people? If you continue 
to behave like that, the word ‘people’ prefixed to the name of our army will make no sense.”

That night he sent a telegram to all the combined units banning the slaughter of oxen.

Some time later the oxen in question appeared at the Manpho Railway Station, on their way “home” 
with the re-advancing People’s Army; they had left “home” with the retreating army.

“Transport the oxen?” cried the railway security chief in surprise. “What are you talking about? We are 
hard put even to transport the troops.”

Finally, however, he had to concede, for the soldiers with the oxen produced a relevant order written by
the Supreme Commander.

An Order Issued to a “Boy Husband”

A young man who had been wandering about in rags joined the army after the country’s liberation and 
served as a guard of Kim Il Sung’s office building.

One November day in 1949, he was summoned by the leader. He entered the office, and found some 
other guards there. They lined up and saluted the General. He shook their hands warmly and said that 
he would grant a furlough to all of them, who had married before joining the army.

The young soldier was surprised. He looked at the others from the corners of his eyes and saw all of 
them were married soldiers.

“How on earth did he know I’m married?” he said to himself, blushing.

He was the youngest among his colleagues, and in the fear that they might make fun of him as a “boy 
husband,” he had kept it secret that he was married, more than a year into his military service. But how 
could the General have possibly discovered it?

The soldier could never guess that Kim Il Sung had found a letter to his wife while checking his 
notebook.

That day the soldiers going on leave received a thick envelope each. Kim Il Sung shook their hands 
again after stressing, “You must not open the envelopes before the train starts.”
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Then he told the young soldier: When you get home, you must ask your wife to bring up your child to 
be a pillar of the country.

The soldier felt a catch in his throat.

As soon as the train started rolling, he took out the envelope and ripped it open. It contained 3 000 won 
and Kim Il Sung’s written order that ran: “Before reaching home, you must buy wine, tobacco, a 
tobacco pouch and a pipe with this money. With the remainder, you must get clothes for your 
grandparents and mother. You must report upon this on your return.”

Tears coursed down the cheeks of the young soldier.

The Chairman and a Pupil

In July 1947, all schools were giving graduation exams, the first of their kind since the country’s 
liberation. A number of officials visited Pyongyang Primary School No. 2.

The building, dating from the period of Japanese colonial rule, had a narrow entrance hall and was 
pretty shady, with little sunshine streaming in. A girl of about ten years old with a “Duty” armband was 
seated before a desk. She saluted the officials in the style of the Children’s Union as they stepped 
inside. As one of them acknowledged it and was slowly walking down the corridor, she called in a 
ringing voice, “Would you please fill in the reception form?”

“Reception?” repeated the official, turning back. “Yes, of course,” he said, coming up to the desk and 
taking the reception book and a pencil from the girl.

Stooping over the low desk, he filled in the form as the pupil required. Straightening up, he asked what 
else he had to write.

“Your name and occupation, sir,” answered the girl.

He again stooped and wrote: “Kim Il Sung, Chairman of the People’s Committee of North Korea.”

The girl’s face turned as red as a beetroot. “How foolish I am,” she said to herself, “not to recognize the
General.”

Birthday and Wedding

One day in the spring of 1946, following Korea’s liberation, an aide of Kim Il Sung called on Kim Jong
Suk, the anti-Japanese heroine, to discuss arrangements for a dinner for Kim Il Sung’s first birthday 
after liberation.

But he found she was already tied up with the preparations.

The dinner had long been a concern of many people. Kim Chaek and other anti-Japanese revolutionary 
veterans had often called on her to press the point. They had said:

“While we were fighting in the mountains, we could not offer a proper birthday dinner for the General. 
Now we can fulfil our wish.”
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“Perhaps he will object, mindful of the country’s situation. But, at all events we must present him with 
a dinner.”

This was why Kim Jong Suk had started her preparations in private.

One day Kim Il Sung noticed what she was doing, and asked her what it was all about. With some 
embarrassment, she answered, “You will soon have your first birthday after your triumphal return. I 
hope you’ll share the evening meal with your comrades from the mountains.”

“Share the meal” repeated Kim Il Sung, and then, after a pause, asked her to prepare plenty of food.

The anti-Japanese veterans were overjoyed to hear this, and made sincere efforts to prepare a rich table.

The day finally came. When the veterans arrived to offer their congratulations they found a young man 
and woman seated before the table. They learned that the leader had turned his birthday dinner into a 
wedding party for an unmarried veteran who had been orphaned as a child. They were overwhelmed 
with a sense of frustration.

“This is your first birthday after your triumphal return,” said Kim Chaek to the leader. “How 
disappointed the people will be to learn that we’ve not presented a dinner for you! They could have 
their wedding later.”

“No more talk about my birthday,” said Kim Il Sung with a smile. “Forever!”

He cast a fond, pleasant look at the couple.

He always took delight in the happiness of the people and of his revolutionary comrades.

A Surprise Request from a 70-Year-Old
One day in 1946, well past midnight, an elderly official from a democratic party called on Kim Il Sung.
Kim Il Sung held the 70-year-old caller in high regard.

The self-conscious official began his story diffidently, blushing: “I have an awkward request to make. I 
want to have some tonic like wild insam (ginseng) or young deer-antler.”

Kim Il Sung told him to go on, offering him a chair.

“Not long ago I remarried, but my young wife is displeased with me. General, please help me!”

This came as a real surprise from the lips of a 70-year-old!

But Kim Il Sung felt sympathy for him.

“I’ll help you,” he said soothingly. “Then your wife will not humiliate you.”

The caller’s face lit up, and he went back.

Some time later, Kim Il Sung sent him the items he had wanted.

A year went by and the old man had a son. Kim Il Sung was glad, and he attended the boy’s 100th-day 
dinner.
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Nearly 50 years later, he recalled the old man, saying fondly, “He used to tell me frankly about all 
the difficulties in his daily life.”

The Aide Severely Criticized 

Immediately after Korea’s liberation, Kim Il Sung’s bedroom and drawing-room were quite simply 
furnished, with only an ironframed bed and a round table respectively.

His aide purchased a bed, desk and carpet from a furniture store at Sadong. Everybody was glad that 
the rooms had become brighter.

That evening when he returned home, Kim Il Sung showed his displeasure.

“Who brought them?” he asked in an angry tone of voice.

“I did,” stammered the aide.

Kim Il Sung scolded him there and then that he was so concerned about furnishing, and continued You 
too know about the living conditions of the people. The country has been liberated, but the workers and
peasants are still hard-pressed. If we lead a luxurious life from the beginning, we cannot continue the 
revolution. We never made revolution for the sake of our own luxury. At present, we must do our 
utmost to make the country rich and strong and the people well-off as soon as possible.

After a pause, he added firmly “Whoever we might be, we must not live above the people’s living 
standards!”

30   Yuan

The following happened in the spring of 1937, when the main KPRA force was bivouacking in the 
forests near Donggang in China.

The soldiers on night guard duty brought some maize from a field yet to be harvested. It might have 
been a vast relief to the unit that had been making do with rice husks and water for days, but it was a 
grave offense, for they had not got permission from the field owner.

Kim Il Sung immediately ordered them to bring the owner.

Hours passed, and a gray-haired Chinese man was brought.

The Commander apologized and offered him 30 yuan.

“Why do you apologize, sir?” protested the owner. “A few knapsacks of maize amount to nothing. I 
must not be paid by the revolutionary army! If the villagers know, they will criticize me. I’ll not receive
money or take the maize back.”

Kim Il Sung was grateful, but he finally persuaded the old man to take both the money and the 
knapsacks of maize. He asked some of the other guerrillas who was the Commander.

When he learned the name, he lamented over his “offense.” He brought out all his family members to 
pick maize, load it onto a horse-drawn sleigh and drive it to the unit.
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Kim Il Sung could no longer decline his kind offer. The old man volunteered the news that a lot of 
maize was available at an insam (ginseng) field some eight km away, and that he could help the 
guerrillas purchase it.

Thus the unit, several hundred strong, secured a supply of food and salt enough to last more than a 
month.

Mistake of an Old-Timer   

In the summer of 1936, the main KPRA force halted at a timber mill in the Mt. Paektu area.

The lumberjacks were overjoyed at the prospect of seeing General Kim Il Sung in the flesh. But they 
could not tell him from the other guerrillas, for they all looked alike in uniform.

“Which one is the General?” the workers asked one another, eager to see him even at a distance, but no 
one was confident except an elderly worker called the “old-timer.”

“Kim Il Sung is the greatest general of all. He can shrink distances,” he declared with a superior air. 
“So he must look out of the ordinary in age, manner or appearance. We must look for a man in a special
uniform.”

The workers were eager to find a guerrilla who fitted this description, but to their disappointment they 
could not.

They spotted a man who looked out of the ordinary, and wondered if he was the General. The old-timer
rebuffed them, saying, “Nonsense! He is the quartermaster in charge of supplying meals for the unit. 
I’ve even helped him prepare meals. Is it possible the General could be in such a uniform?”

The workers scurried about again, but failed to identify the General. Just as the unit was moving out. 
They pressed the oldtimer to ask the “quartermaster.” He had no choice but to do so.

“Quartermaster,” he said, “would you please tell us which one of you is the General? All of us want to 
see him.”

The “quartermaster” did not answer, but only smiled. Then laughter burst out from among the soldiers, 
to the embarrassment of the old-timer.

“We are the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army fighting the Japanese imperialists,” said the 
“quartermaster” gently. “So Kim Il Sung too must be nearby.”

“Nearby?” The old-timer gasped, plumping down on the ground. “Then you mean he is not here?”

He was raised to his feet by the real quartermaster, who whispered to him: “General Kim Il Sung is 
standing before you.”

Surprised, he looked at the “quartermaster” in ordinary uniform, who had a beaming smile on his face.

“Oh, General!” he exclaimed, kneeling down. “Forgive my mistake!”

His Insistence on Visiting
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On his way to the Mt. Paektu area from the Nanhutou meeting (a conference of military and political 
cadres of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army held in February 1936), Commander Kim Il Sung 
decided to drop in at the Mihunzhen secret camp in the primeval forests.

He came across the soldiers of the 1st Company, 1st Regiment of the Independent 1st Division, and 
asked them to guide him there, but they balked at his request.

“No, you must not go there, General!” one shouted in alarm. “The whole of the Mihunzhen valley is 
typhoid-infested.”

“No one can tell how many people have died there,” another chimed in. “We cannot take you there. We 
cannot take that risk.”

Earlier in the guerrilla zones they had experienced outbreaks of the disease, which had taken a heavy 
toll of lives.

“Typhoid is a human disease,” explained the Commander. “So man will get it under control. Man 
will prevail over the epidemic, and not vice versa, eh?”

“Impossible!” protested the soldiers, digging their heels in the ground. “The disease sweeps away the 
strong and the weak alike. You know Company Commander Choe Hyon is a tough man, but he too has 
been sick in bed there for weeks.”

“Even that iron fighter?”

The Commander was caught unawares.

“Then I must go there at all costs.”

His tone was peremptory.

The men knew they could not talk him around, but they added that he might go there, but not to the 
typhoid ward.

Kim Il Sung arrived at the camp, and immediately headed for a cabin where some 50 typhoid cases 
were housed.

“Don’t come in! I beg you!” one shouted, scrambling out towards the door. He was Choe Hyon, now 
reduced to a skeleton.

Kim Il Sung came up to him and clasped his hands, which were being withdrawn beneath the blanket. 
Choe’s eyes were swimming with tears, and all the other cases were sobbing.

Later the wizened men recovered, supported by the warm love of Kim Il Sung, who was ready to cross 
even the threshold of death unhesitatingly just to save his comrades.
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