
Korea is One

Music 
• Let Us Meet Again
• Glad to See You  
• We Are One
• Train for Reunification Runs
• Rainbow of Reunification
• Where the General Points At
• Let Us Establish Our Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo
• Our Fellow Countrymen Shall Live Together
• Our Unity is Reunification
• We Shall Reunify Our Motherland in Our Generation

By Our Nation Itself 

[2017-02-18] W  orking Meeting of Koreans from North, South and Abroad for Pan-National 
Conference Held 

A working meeting of the north, south and overseas sides for pan-Korean conference for peace and 
reunification of the country and development of the north-south relations was held in Shenyang, China 
on February 7-8, according to a press release made by the north side preparatory committee on 
February 17. 

Attending it were executive members of the north, south and overseas preparatory committees for pan-
national conference. 

The meeting discussed the matter of forming a joint executive committee for pushing forward the 
preparations for the pan-national conference and officially set up the joint executive committee with 
chairmen of the north, south and overseas working committees as co-chairmen. 

It also discussed the form and method of operation of the joint executive committee and its immediate 
action program.

Its participants expressed their firm resolve to hold the pan-national conference without fail this year 
marking the 45th anniversary of the historic July 4 Joint Statement and the 10th anniversary of the 
October 4 Declaration and thus open up a new phase of independent reunification. 

The formation of the joint executive committee, amid growing concern and expectation about the pan-
national gathering for reunification at home and abroad, would make it possible to further accelerate 
the drive for pan-national conference for peace and reunification of the country and development of the
north-south relations, as desired by all Koreans.
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[2017-02-01] Press Release of North Preparatory Committee for Pan-Korean Conference 

The North Side Preparatory Committee for the Pan-national Conference for Peace and Reunification of the 
Country and Development of North-South Relations issued a press release on January 31. 

The press release referred to brisk preparations now under way at home and abroad for the pan-national 
conference against the backdrop of the desire and will of the Koreans growing stronger to open up a new 
phase of independent reunification. 

The South Side Committee for Implementing the June 15 Joint Declaration and organizations of different 
social standings, including workers, farmers, young people, women and religionists in south Korea, vowed to 
glorify this year marking the 45th anniversary of the July 4 Joint Statement and the 10th anniversary of the 
October 4 Declaration as a historic year of ushering in a heyday of the country's reunification by holding the 
above-said conference with splendor. 

The Pusan regional preparatory committee for the conference was formed on January 12, which was followed 
by the inauguration of the south side preparatory committee for youth and students' reunification conference. 
And on January 19, the south side preparatory committee for the conference was inaugurated in Seoul with 
attendance of representatives and personages from organizations of different social standings. 

The work to form preparatory committees is making progress in different areas including Seoul, Kwangju and 
South Kyongsang Province, and at organizations of various social standings including workers, farmers and 
youth and students. 

Meanwhile, an overseas side working committee of the north, south and overseas joint working committee for
the pan-national conference was formed on December 16 last year and various activities are now under way 
abroad for successfully holding the conference in conformity with the conditions in different regions. 

Against the backdrop of such mounting atmosphere for opening the conference and brisk preparations for it in 
the north and the south and abroad, a joint working meeting is slated to take place in Shenyang of China early 
in February to discuss the issues related to the preparations for the pan-national conference, the release said.
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[2017-1-19] Joint Conference of Government, Political Parties and Organizations of DPRK Held 

A joint conference of the government, political parties and 
organizations of the DPRK was held at the People's Palace of 
Culture on January 18 to carry through the tasks for national 
reunification set forth by Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un in his 
New Year Address. 

Present there were Kim Yong Nam, Kim Yong Chol, Ro Tu 
Chol, the chairman of a friendly party, officials of working 
people's and public organizations, officials concerned of the 

North Side Committee for Implementing the June 15 Joint Declaration, the Pan-National Alliance for Korea's 
Reunification and the Pan-National Alliance of Youth and Students for Korea's Reunification and other 
representatives of the government, political parties and organizations of the DPRK. 
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The conference discussed the agenda item "On opening up a broad avenue to independent reunification by the 
concerted efforts of all Koreans this year of significance, true to the historic New Year Address of Supreme 
Leader Comrade Kim Jong Un". 

Ri Son Gon, chairman of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Country of the DPRK, made a 
report to be followed by speeches by Kim Yong Dae, chairman of the Central Committee of the Korean Social
Democratic Party, Jong Yong Nam, first secretary of the Central Committee of the Kimilsungist-Kimjongilist 
Youth League, and Kang Ji Yong, chairman of the Religious Believers Council of Korea. 

The reporter and speakers noted that Kim Jong Un in his New Year Address called for opening up a broad 
avenue to independent reunification by the concerted efforts of all Koreans this year marking the 45th 
anniversary of the July 4 Joint Statement and the 10th anniversary of the October 4 Declaration and indicated 
overall tasks and ways to put the proposal into practice. 

They fully supported and approved the line and policy of national reunification advanced by the Supreme 
Leader in his New Year Address as an immortal grand programme for accomplishing the cause of the 
country's reunification by pooling will and efforts of all Koreans. 

They stressed the need for all Koreans in the north and the south and abroad to accelerate the nationwide 
grand march towards reunification by their united efforts and thus glorify this year as a very significant year in
bringing about a new phase of independent reunification. 

An appeal to all Koreans was adopted at the conference.
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[2017-1-19] Appeal Adopted at Joint Conference of DPRK 

The DPRK government, political parties and organizations issued an appeal to all Koreans at their joint 
conference on January 18. 

Saying that this year marks the 45th anniversary of the July 4 Joint Statement and the 10th anniversary of the 
October 4 Declaration, the appeal said: 

1. Let us positively struggle to implement the line and policy of independent reunification full of ardent 
patriotism, cherishing the high pride and great honour of being members of Kim Il Sung's nation!

All Koreans should vigorously pave the road of reunification under the uplifted banner of national 
independence and great unity! 

Let us resolutely oppose and reject all war drills wrecking peace and stability on the Korean peninsula! 

Let all Koreans in the north and the south and abroad unequivocally support the reunification by federal 
formula transcending differences in ideology and social system and carry on the positive struggle to realize it! 

2. Let us wage a nationwide struggle to improve the north-south relations and root out the source of 
acute military conflict between them and danger of a war!
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Let us resolutely smash the anti-DPRK confrontation moves of the south Korean authorities, the main factor 
of deteriorating the north-south relations and cancer-like entity standing in the way of their improvement! 

Let all Koreans who love peace energetically wage a nationwide sacred struggle for defusing the military 
conflict and the danger of a war between the north and the south and building peace mechanism! 

The south Korean authorities should not thoughtlessly take issue with the DPRK's exercise of the right to self-
defense but respond to the latter's sincere efforts to prevent military conflict between the north and the south 
and ease the tension! 

They should halt at once the reckless arms buildup and anti-north war games escalating the tension on the 
Korean peninsula! 

3. Let us bring a pan-national, grand meeting for reunification to success to usher in a heyday of the 
nationwide reunification movement!

Let all Koreans in the north and the south and abroad achieve solidarity, alliance and unity on the principle of 
subordinating everything to the country's reunification, the cause common to the nation! 

Let us positively struggle to realize the pan-national, grand meeting for reunification to be attended by 
political parties and organizations including the authorities of the north and the south and compatriots from all
walks of life at home and abroad! 

4. Let us resolutely frustrate the challenges of the anti-reunification forces at home and abroad going 
against the nation's aspiration for reunification!

Let us deal a heavy blow at the US domination and interference aimed to carry out the strategy to dominate 
Asia-Pacific while keeping south Korea under its occupation forever! 

Let us hold high the torch of justice and resolutely wipe out the group of traitors who block the road of 
reunification, leaving the interests of the nation to the tender mercy of outside forces after failing to discern 
the principal enemy of the nation! 

The US should clearly face up to the inexhaustible might of the DPRK and the trend of the times and make a 
courageous decision to roll back its anachronistic hostile policy toward the DPRK! 

It should roll back at once its national estrangement policy aimed to instigate the confrontational maniacs 
forsaken by the public to perpetuate the division! 

The international community setting store by independence and peace should lift up the voices opposing the 
US and its vassal forces standing in the way of peace and reunification on the Korean peninsula! 

The DPRK's government, political parties and organizations once again ardently appealed to all Koreans in the
north and the south and abroad to turn out as one in the sacred struggle to glorify 2017, the year promising 
great changes, as a significant year of bringing about a new phase of independent reunification in hearty 
response to the patriotic call of the peerlessly great man.
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[2016-6-10] Joint Conference of DPRK Government, Political Parties and Organizations Held 

A joint conference of the DPRK government, political parties and organizations was held at the People's 
Palace of Culture on June 9 to thoroughly carry out the policies for national reunification advanced by 
supreme leader Kim Jong Un at the Seventh Congress of the Workers' Party of Korea. 

Present there were Kim Yong Chol, vice-chairman of the Central 
Committee of the WPK, Yang Hyong Sop, vice-president of the 
Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly, Kim Yong Jin, vice-
premier of the Cabinet, the chairman of the Central Committee of the 
Korean Social Democratic Party, a vice-chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Chondoist Chongu Party, officials of public 
organizations and representatives of the DPRK government, political 

parties and organizations including the North Side Committee for Implementing the June 15 Joint 
Declaration, the North Headquarters of the Pan-National Alliance for Korea's Reunification and the North 
Headquarters of the National Alliance of Youth and Students for the Country's Reunification. 

The joint conference discussed the item "On tasks of DPRK government, political parties and organizations 
to thoroughly carry out the policies for national reunification advanced by the respected Comrade Kim Jong
Un at the Seventh Congress of the WPK". 

Yang  Hyong  Sop  said  in  a  report  that  the  line  and  policies  for  national  reunification  set  forth  by 
Kim Jong Un are the cream of his infinite loyalty and noble patriotic will to firmly preserve the idea of 
President Kim Il Sung and Chairman Kim Jong Il for national reunification and their leadership exploits 
and build a prosperous, reunified country on this land without fail. 

The reporter went on: 

Kim Jong Un, having the firm determination and will to certainly achieve the independent reunification of 
the country by carrying out the last instructions of President Kim Il Sung and Chairman Kim Jong Il, laid 
down the independent line for national reunification as required by the prevailing situation and the times and 
has wisely led the struggle to achieve national reunification at a new high stage. 

All the Koreans should consistently adhere to the Juche-oriented line of national reunification advanced by 
Kim Jong Un and open up a broad avenue to reunification. 

They should hold high the banner of national independence in the struggle for achieving national 
reunification. 

They should hold high the banner of great national unity on the road of achieving national reunification. 

They should make positive efforts to ensure peace and security on the Korean peninsula and achieve 
reunification by federal formula. 

What is urgent for achieving the independent reunification of the country is to fundamentally improve the 
inter-Korean relations. 

It is necessary to respect the agreements common to the nation and consistently implement it. 
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The reporter called upon all Koreans to turn out as one in the nation-wide struggle to build a dignified and 
prosperous reunified power, an envy of the world, on this land at any cost by thoroughly carrying out the 
policies for national reunification advanced by Kim Jong Un. 

Kim Yong Dae, chairman of the Central Committee of the Korean Social Democratic Party, Won Tong Yon, 
director of the Secretariat of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of Korea, Jon Yong Nam, first 
secretary of the central committee of the youth league, Ju Yong Gil, chairman of the Central Committee of 
the General Federation of Trade Unions of Korea, Kim Jong Sun, chairwoman of the Central Committee of 
the women's union, and Kang Ji Yong, chairman of the Religious Believers Council of Korea, made speeches.

The speakers fully supported and approved the new line and policies for national reunification advanced by 
Kim Jong Un at the Seventh Congress of the WPK, noting that they serve as the great programmes for 
national reunification as they clearly indicate the path of achieving the independent reunification of Korea at 
an early date and the patriotic banner of reunification to be held high to achieve the great unity of the nation 
and prosperity. 

They stressed the need to get united as one irrespective of ideology and ism, political view and religious 
belief and wage a dynamic struggle to realize the great unity of the nation and the independent reunification 
of Korea and give further momentum to the reunification movement through solidarity and alliance with 
political parties, organizations and personages of social standings in south Korea supporting the three charters
for national reunification. 

They called for making all efforts to demonstrate the dignity and wisdom of the Korean nation and 
successfully hold events common to the nation for promoting the nation's reconciliation and unity on the 
occasion of the 71st anniversary of Korea's liberation as an immediate task. 

An appeal to all Koreans was adopted at the joint conference. 
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[2017-1-19] Appeal Adopted at Joint Conference of DPRK 

The DPRK government, political parties and organizations issued an appeal to all Koreans at their joint 
conference on January 18. 

Saying that this year marks the 45th anniversary of the July 4 Joint Statement and the 10th anniversary of the 
October 4 Declaration, the appeal said: 

1. Let us positively struggle to implement the line and policy of independent reunification full of ardent
patriotism, cherishing the high pride and great honour of being members of Kim Il Sung's nation! 

All Koreans should vigorously pave the road of reunification under the uplifted banner of national 
independence and great unity! 

Let us resolutely oppose and reject all war drills wrecking peace and stability on the Korean peninsula! 

Let all Koreans in the north and the south and abroad unequivocally support the reunification by federal 
formula transcending differences in ideology and social system and carry on the positive struggle to realize it!

2. Let us wage a nationwide struggle to improve the north-south relations and root out the source of 
acute military conflict between them and danger of a war! 
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Let us resolutely smash the anti-DPRK confrontation moves of the south Korean authorities, the main factor 
of deteriorating the north-south relations and cancer-like entity standing in the way of their improvement! 

Let all Koreans who love peace energetically wage a nationwide sacred struggle for defusing the military 
conflict and the danger of a war between the north and the south and building peace mechanism! 

The south Korean authorities should not thoughtlessly take issue with the DPRK's exercise of the right to 
self-defense but respond to the latter's sincere efforts to prevent military conflict between the north and the 
south and ease the tension! 

They should halt at once the reckless arms buildup and anti-north war games escalating the tension on the 
Korean peninsula! 

3. Let us bring a pan-national, grand meeting for reunification to success to usher in a heyday of the 
nationwide reunification movement! 

Let all Koreans in the north and the south and abroad achieve solidarity, alliance and unity on the principle of
subordinating everything to the country's reunification, the cause common to the nation! 

Let us positively struggle to realize the pan-national, grand meeting for reunification to be attended by 
political parties and organizations including the authorities of the north and the south and compatriots from 
all walks of life at home and abroad! 

4. Let us resolutely frustrate the challenges of the anti-reunification forces at home and abroad going 
against the nation's aspiration for reunification! 

Let us deal a heavy blow at the US domination and interference aimed to carry out the strategy to dominate 
Asia-Pacific while keeping south Korea under its occupation forever! 

Let us hold high the torch of justice and resolutely wipe out the group of traitors who block the road of 
reunification, leaving the interests of the nation to the tender mercy of outside forces after failing to discern 
the principal enemy of the nation! 

The US should clearly face up to the inexhaustible might of the DPRK and the trend of the times and make a 
courageous decision to roll back its anachronistic hostile policy toward the DPRK! 

It should roll back at once its national estrangement policy aimed to instigate the confrontational maniacs 
forsaken by the public to perpetuate the division! 

The international community setting store by independence and peace should lift up the voices opposing the 
US and its vassal forces standing in the way of peace and reunification on the Korean peninsula! 

The DPRK's government, political parties and organizations once again ardently appealed to all Koreans in 
the north and the south and abroad to turn out as one in the sacred struggle to glorify 2017, the year 
promising great changes, as a significant year of bringing about a new phase of independent reunification in 
hearty response to the patriotic call of the peerlessly great man.
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[2016-01-02] Idea of Unity and Reunification
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The Korean people who have suffered untold sufferings and misfortunes for scores of years since national 
division eagerly want reconciliation and unity between the north and the south, and peace and reunification of
the country. To open a broad avenue of independent reunification by making a great turn in the inter-Korean 
relations is the consistent standpoint of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. From this stand the 
DPRK has made all possible efforts to improve the north-south relations and achieve independent 
reunification under the motto of “By our nation itself.” 

The Korean nation became fully aware of the vitality of the motto as an accurate and just idea that makes it 
possible to solve the reunification issue of the country in accordance with the aspiration and desire of the 
nation and the common interests of the north and the south. In 2000 the north-south summit meeting took 
place in Pyongyang for the first time after division, adopting the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration. 
Afterwards, various kinds of talks including the north-south minister-level talks were held to solve practical 
problems in the spirit of trust and cooperation. Through the dialogue different methods were developed to 
promote reconciliation and unity, the way of cooperation and exchange opened, and relevant measures taken 
to ease the tension. 

A big progress made in implementing the June 15 Joint Declaration ushered in the time of reconciliation and 
cooperation between both sides of Korea that had been harassed with confrontation, tension and mistrust for 
more than half a century, and a bright prospect was opened for national reunification. Between the north and 
the south, the barrier of misunderstanding and mistrust collapsed, severed railways and roads were 
reconnected, and air and sea routes opened. National independence and cooperation became the general trend
and the north and the south of Korea pursued common interests from the stand of “By our nation itself.” In 
the course of this, an epoch-making development was brought about in the inter-Korean relations. With the 
idea of “By our nation itself,” the Korean nation pushed vigorously ahead with improvement of the north-
south relations and the cause of independent reunification, filled with the enthusiasm for national 
reunification and firmly rallied as one with patriotism. Such events nurtured the confidence and optimism 
that when the Korean people join hands to solve problems of the nation, issues of the north-south relations, 
they can achieve independent reunification, peace and prosperity without difficulty. 

The DPRK has spared no efforts to reject the foreign forces that were and are trying to lay an obstacle in 
solving the Korean nation’s internal problems and fish in troubled waters of fratricidal confrontation. It has 
worked hard to settle issues arising between the two sides with the nation’s concerted efforts in an 
independent way. Last year alone, it put forth proposals to save the inter-Korean relations from the 
catastrophic situation and took a number of important measures successively. It called upon the entire Korean
nation to turn last year marking the 70th anniversary of national liberation into a year of great change to open
up a broad vista of independent reunification by turning out as one in a nationwide campaign to reunify the 
country—this appeal touched the heart of the whole nation. Then, by way of an appeal from the conference of
the government, parties and organizations, it put forth broad-minded and unusual proposals for improvement 
of the north-south relations, and took relevant measures. 

In August last year when the Korean peninsula was thrown into the worst situation over confrontation, the 
DPRK removed the hair-trigger crisis of armed conflict through an emergency north-south high-ranking 
contact, and thus defended the destiny of the Korean nation and peace and security of the country from the 
danger of the nuclear war and made an occasion of an dramatic turn to improved north-south relations. 

In the present acute and complicated situation the only reliance is the fellow countrymen, and if the north and
the south join efforts, they will be able to overcome whatever hardships and do whatever they want. It is 
unreasonable to think the Korean nation can solve problems of the inter-Korean relations or the issue of the 
country’s reunification, an internal matter of the nation, by relying on foreign forces. The history of the north-
south relations full of vicissitudes is riddled with interferences of the foreign forces that do not want the 
Korean nation to be reconciled, united and reunified independently. 



Responsible for improved inter-Korean relations are the north and the south, and the Korean nation alone has 
the power to improve the north-south relations and achieve peace and reunification. 

History has proved that dependence on outside forces leads the country to ruin. If the north and the south, on 
the basis of the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration and the October 4 Declaration, have positive dialogue,
negotiation, exchange and contacts while giving priority to the nation’s community and transcending 
differences, the inter-Korean relations will get on the track of improvement and head for national 
reunification.
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[2015-11-11] Religious Believers Meet in Mt Kumgang Resort

A meeting of religious believers in the north and south of Korea for national reconciliation, unity, peace and 
reunification was held on Mt Kumgang on November 9-10. 

Present there were a delegation of the heads of religious organizations headed by Kang Ji Yong, president of 
the Central Committee of the Catholic Association of Korea and chairman of the Religious Believers Council
of Korea from the north side, and a delegation of the heads of the seven religious organizations in south 
Korea headed by Ri Kyong Sik, representative chairman of peace assembly of religious believers of south 
Korea who is in charge of general affairs of the Jogye sect of Buddhism, from the south side. 

Both sides said in their speeches that they held a significant gathering on Mt Kumgang amid towering 
expectation and interest of all the fellow countrymen for improved inter-Korean relations and national 
reunification and that support of the north-south joint declarations and their faithful implementation is the 
way to better the mutual relations and achieve independent reunification and peace and prosperity. 

The religious believers who value love, justice and peace should lead the effort to preserve the atmosphere of 
improving inter-Korean relations which have been created with so much difficulty, promote national 
reconciliation and unity and reunify their country, they stressed. 

They adopted a joint statement, in which they expressed their determination to make positive contributions to
the nationwide patriotic movement to realize national reconciliation and unity, peace and reunification under 
the banner of By Our Nation Itself. 

Meanwhile, the participants went mountaineering to the area of Kuryong Pool and Lagoon Samil.
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Mangyongdae Revolutionary School 

Founded in October Juche 36 (1947), the school is an educational institution for 
the bereaved children of revolutionary fighters and patriotic martyrs who died 
fighting for the country’s freedom and independence, socialist cause and national 
reunification. It is also a centre for training the core elements of the Korean 
revolution. 

Mangyongdae Revolutionary School, situated in Mangyongdae (meaning a lofty 
place of ten thousand views), looks as if it were in the cradle as it blends well 
with the surrounding landscape. 
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The school is well furnished with all the facilities and conditions necessary for the children to study and live
—several buildings housing lecture rooms, labs and bedrooms, e-reading room, gymnasium, hall of culture 
and mess hall. 
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[2015-11-01] Football Delegation for Reunification of S. Korean Workers Leaves 

A football delegation for reunification of south Korean workers led by Kim Tong Man, chairman of 
the Federation of Trade Unions of south Korea, and Choe Jong Jin, chief vice-chairman of the south 
Korean Confederation of Trade Unions, left Pyongyang on October 31 after taking part in the football 
matches of workers in the north and the south for national reconciliation, unity, peace and 
reunification. 
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[2015-10-30] N-S Workers Play Football Matches 

There was a football meet between workers of the north 
and south of Korea for national reconciliation, unity, peace 
and reunification at May Day Stadium in Pyongyang on 
October 29. 

The matches were seen by Kim Yong Dae, vice-president of 
the Presidium of the DPRK Supreme People’s Assembly, 
chairman of the Central Committee of the Korean Social 
Democratic Party and also chairman of the National 
Reconciliation Council; Ju Yong Gil, chairman of the Central 

Committee of the General Federation of Trade Unions of Korea (GFTUK); Jon Yong Nam, chairman of the 
Central Committee of the Kim Il Sung Socialist Youth League; Ri Myong Gil, chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Union of Agricultural Workers of Korea; Kim Jong Sun, chairwoman of the Central 
Committee of the Democratic Women’s Union of Korea; Kim Wan Su, chairman of the North Committee for 
the Implementation of the June 15 Joint Declaration; Choe Jin Su, chairman of the North Headquarters of the 
Pan-National Alliance for Korea’s Reunification; relevant officials and other working people. 

The audience also included a delegation of south Korean workers football for reunification led by Kim Tong 
Man, chairman of the Confederation of Trade Unions (Hangukrochong), and Choe Jong Jin, senior vice-
chairman of the Federation of Democratic Trade Unions (Minjurochong), visiting overseas Koreans and 
foreigners. 

A congratulatory address by Kim Yong Dae was followed by speeches by Ju Yong Gil, Kim Tong Man and 
Choe Jong Jin. 

The speakers said that whenever inter-Korean relations worsened, it was the workers of the north and the 
south that made a breach to the barrier of severance and deadlock and gave impetus to national reconciliation 
and unity, and expressed their confidence that the soccer meet would mark a significant occasion that 
powerfully demonstrates the will and mettle of the workers to carry on the dynamic drive of the June 15 era 
and bring earlier the day of independent reunification. 
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Then, matches were played between the tobacco complex team of the GFTUK and the combined team of 
Hangukrochong and between the capital construction team of the GFTUK and the combined team of 
Minjurochong. 

The players put on a good show in reflection of the 
reunification zeal of all the fellow countrymen. 

Both teams of the GFTUK won the matches. 

After the games were over, the players of the north and south 
went round the field hand in hand and flying the flag bearing 
the map of Korea, amid the tumultuous cheers from the 
spectators.
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[2015-10-29] S. Korean Workers Arrive for Football Match

A south Korean delegation co-headed by Kim Tong Man, chairman of the Confederation of Trade 
Unions, and Choe Jong Jin, senior vice-chairman of the Federation of Democratic Trade Unions, 
arrived in Pyongyang by air on October 28 to participate in the football match between north and 
south Korean workers for national reconciliation, unity, peace and reunification. 

They were greeted by the officials of the General Federation of Trade Unions of Korea including its chairman
Ju Yong Gil at the Pyongyang International Airport. 

Women workers presented the heads of the delegation with bouquets. 

That day the Central Committee of the GFTUK arranged a reception in honour of the delegation at the 
People’s Palace of Culture.

[KCNA]
[2015-02-20] Basic Ideal for National Reunification

“Without making one Korea, it is all a vain attempt to attain economic power, national prosperity, elementary
human right, welfare, education, culture and new political administration. Only after Korea becomes one 
along the road indicated by the June 15 Joint Declaration and the October 4 Declaration, will the greatness of 
our nation be able to come into limelight with our resourcefulness and talent flourishing, and make 
contribution to peace and prosperity of the world and mankind.” This is a quotation from an article carried by
Jajuminbo, a south Korean Internet newspaper. 

National reunification is the unanimous desire and will of the Korean people. What is essential in achieving 
reunification as aspired by all the people is to adhere to the banner of “by our nation itself.” 

The Korean peninsula has been suffering from division caused by the foreign forces for nearly 70 years. This 
tragedy of the nation carries a serious lesson that reunification can be won only when the foreign forces are 
rejected and the efforts of all the Korean people are joined. 

The Koreans had long lived harmoniously in a single land as a homogenous nation until they were divided 
into north and south by the US along with the end of the Second World War. The Americans have pursued 
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inter-Korean confrontation to attain their aggressive DPRK policy for their strategy of control of the world. It
is self-evident that they will not bring reunification to the Korean nation. 

The Koreans realized through the June 15 reunification era that there is nothing they can’t get when they join 
hands as members of the same nation. The north-south summit meeting held in Pyongyang in June 2000 
adopted the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration to solve the problem of reunification by the concerted 
efforts of the Koreans. And in October 2007 the October 4 Declaration was adopted which is geared to 
implement the June 15 Joint Declaration. The north-south dialogue entered the arena of trust and cooperation 
whereby to solve substantial problems, discarding the outmoded frame. Railways and roads that had been cut 
for more than half a century were reconnected, and air and sea routes were opened, making a breakthrough in
the wall of division. This was a tangible contribution to the effort to remove inter-Korean distrust and expand 
cooperation and exchange. Experiencing the validity and vitality of the ideal of “by our nation itself,” the 
Koreans keenly felt that the ideal is essential to independent reunification, peace and prosperity. 

Today they sorely miss the time when they travelled to and from each other to meet and share the hope for 
national reconciliation and unity, and want to see the era resume with vigour. Having suffered the vicious 
cycle of distrust and confrontation for some years, the north-south relationship gives an evident lesson that 
the adhering to and the implementing of the joint declarations will provide the future to the nation and a 
shortcut to achievement of national reunification and peace. 

Both the principle of the north-south relationship and the starting point of trust lie in the respect and thorough
implementation of the joint declarations that are comprehensive crystallization of the nation’s desire and 
aspiration; the success in the effort to open a new future for reunification, peace and prosperity by the 
concerted efforts of the Korean people depends on how to keep the fundamental spirit of the declarations. 
History has already proved that to deny the other’s social system and establishment and approach dialogue 
for a political aim is the cause of the acute situation in the Korean peninsula. 

Improvement of the inter-Korean relations leads to one Korea. However difficult and complicated the matter 
of national reunification may be, anyone will be able to reject flunkeyism and dependence on foreign forces 
and uphold the banner of independent reunification if he considers the reunification from the view of “by our 
nation itself.” 

The motive force of independent reunification is the ideal of By Our Nation Itself. 

When all the Koreans share the same intention and join hands there will be no impossible problem for them 
to solve. There are still ordeals and obstacles in the way to reunification, but the dawn of one Korea will 
surely break as there is the guidance of the June 15 Joint Declaration and the October 4 Declaration which are
the crystallization of the ideal of By Our Nation Itself.

[KCNA]

[2015-01-03] Fair and Reasonable Formula

It is 70 years since the division of the Korean nation into north and south. It is a fervent desire and 
determination of the Korean people to put an end to the national division and achieve coordinated progress 
and prosperity of the nation. 

Different ideas and systems exist in the north and the south owing to Korea’s division, but it is not a due 
reason for both sides to distrust or stand against each other. The more hostile they are to each other while 
putting aside the great interest of the nation, that is, the reunification of the country, and clinging to their own 
ideas and principles narrow-mindedly, the deeper the distrust and confrontation will be, making it eternally 
impossible to achieve national reconciliation and unity. 
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National reunification is in the interest of not any one side but the entire nation for its unified development 
and common prosperity. The division spanning from the 20th century hinders unified development of the 
nation and brings untold misfortunes and sufferings to the fellow countrymen. Tragically, the country’s 
division has exhausted manpower and material resources uselessly, and the nation’s unified development has 
been checked. So a rational method should be found out in order to realize the Korean people’s wish to end 
national division and achieve reunification. 

The reasonable method to solve the reunification issue smoothly is to accomplish it by means of federation. 

Already in 1980 the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea made a proposal for reunifying the country by 
founding the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo (DFRK). The essence of the proposal is to reunify Korea
by way of forming a unified federal state on condition that the north and the south recognize and tolerate each
other’s ideas and systems. As the Korean people unanimously regard national reunification as the supreme 
task, the difference in ideology and social system can’t make it impossible to make one Korea. The DPRK 
has repeatedly clarified its principled stand that it will not impose its ideology and system on the south and 
that it will subordinate everything to the cause of national unity and reunification. It explained the content of 
the proposal for establishing a unified state by the formula of federation. 

Now different ideas and systems are prevailing in the north and the south of Korea. The reunification based 
on one of the systems proceeds from absorbing the other, so the idea can’t be accepted to both sides. Such an 
attempt will surely aggravate the distrust and confrontation between the fellow countrymen and lead to 
irretrievable national calamity. 

Pursuing “unification of systems” is an unfeasible effort considering the actual conditions of Korea. It 
damages national reconciliation and unity, and bars independent and peaceful reunification. 

The north and the south are a homogeneous nation that has lived on the same territory. Therefore, they should
work for reunification on condition that the north and the south recognize and tolerate each other’s ideas and 
systems paying a high tribute to the national community. The proposal for reunifying the country by the 
formula of federation is a fair and reasonable one that all classes and sections, parties and factions in the 
north and the south can accept. It opens up a broad avenue for solving the reunification issue in accordance 
with the Korean nation’s will and requirement without any interference of foreign forces. 

Through the adoption of the historic June 15 North-South Joint Declaration the north and the south, 
recognizing that the low-level federation proposed by the north and the commonwealth system proposed by 
the south for the reunification of the country have similarity, agreed to work together for reunification in this 
direction. It reflected the strong will of the Korean people to achieve national reunification as early as 
possible while sympathizing with federation and actively supporting it. 

In June 2000 a significant north-south summit meeting was held for the first time in 55 years of national 
division, when the historic June 15 North-South Joint Declaration was adopted. With this as a starting point 
the new era of independent reunification and By Our Nation Itself was opened. The separated families and 
relatives in the north and the south had reunion to their pleasure, and many-sided contacts and cooperation 
made all the Korean people filled with delight and fueled the zeal for reconciliation and unity in Korea. The 
eye-opening successes in the era of the June 15 reunification clearly prove that reunification by means of 
federation is the most reasonable formula. 

The prevailing situation demands all Koreans with the national soul make every possible effort to achieve 
reunification by federation, irrespective of differences in ideology, ideal, political view and religious belief.

[KCNA]



[2014-12-05] Unconverted Long-Term Prisoners

By unconverted long-term prisoners they mean the patriotic fighters who had remained true to their 
revolutionary principles while behind bars for scores of years in south Korea on the “charge” of their 
unyielding struggle for the defence and reunification of the country. 

They could endure all sorts of lures, tortures and pressure to accept ideological conversion of the enemy 
because they cherished the deepest reverence for and absolute trust in their leader and Party and conviction in
sure victory in the causes of the revolution and national reunification. They are incarnations of ideology, faith
and will who demonstrated the truth that one wins when one adheres to one’s faith and that one perishes 
when one abandons one’s faith. In a word, they showed through their indefatigable struggle that socialism 
will surely win. 

Chairman Kim Jong Il called the indefatigable fighters who fought unswervingly for the greater part of their
lives with steadfast patriotic determination and faith in the country’s reunification incarnations of faith and 
will. He took all necessary measures to bring them all to the embrace of the DPRK. 

Ri Il Mo, one of the unconverted long-term prisoners, and 63 others returned to the embrace of their socialist 
motherland across the Military Demarcation Line on March 19, 1993 and in September 2000 respectively. 

In the DPRK the proud sons of the country are crowned with glory and honour. The title of the Hero of the 
DPRK and the National Reunification Prize were bestowed upon each of them. Now they enjoy all the 
benefits of the country under constant state concern.

[KCNA]

[2014-12-03] National Reunification Prize

This prize was enacted according to the decree of the then Central People’s Committee of the DPRK 
on July 25, 1990 on the occasion of the 45th anniversary of Korea’s liberation (August 15, 1945) from 
the Japanese military occupation. 

It consists of a certificate and a gold medal. 

It is awarded to the patriots and democratic figures who have steadfastly striven to 
accomplish the country’s reunification and performed great exploits for the good of their 
country and people by displaying matchless devotion and sacrifice in the sacred struggle 
to reunify the country. 

On August 15, 1990 the first prize was awarded to those people in the north, south and 
abroad who made tangible contributions to the lofty cause for national sovereignty and the
independent reunification of the country.

[KCNA]
[2014-11-17] Basic Principles of National Reunification

National reunification is the most cherished desire and primary task of the Koreans. In the whole 
course of the struggle for one Korea the three principles of independence, peaceful reunification and 
great national unity are the mainstay to be adhered to and implemented consistently. 

It was in the early 1970s that the three principles were put forward. At the time the south Korean people were
getting more enthusiastic about peaceful reunification and anti-fascist struggle for democracy while the US 
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imperialists were driven into a corner at home and abroad. In an attempt to escape from the plight, the 
imperialists fancied themselves as if they were changing their policy from cold war to peace and from 
confrontation to dialogue by putting up the so-called “peace strategy.” 

On the basis of a scientific analysis of the internal and external situations President Kim Il Sung of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea suggested a policy of having wide-ranging negotiation and dialogue 
between the north and the south. Having opened the way to the inter-Korean dialogue by the suggestion, he 
knew that a milestone could be set in the national struggle against division if they took advantage of the 
changing situation. Thus he expounded just and fair principles of national reunification that would be easily 
acceptable to any of the Koreans and make it possible to expand the channel of dialogue. The principles 
demand that the problem of making one Korea should be solved independently without any foreign 
intervention and in a peaceful way true to the idea of promoting national unity. The principles became the 
keynote of the joint statement of the north and the south released on July 4, 1972. 

What comes first of the principles is to achieve reunification in an independent way without relying on 
foreign forces or being affected by foreign intervention. Reunion of the north and south is the matter of 
establishing the sovereignty of the Korean nation throughout the country. Therefore, it is the responsibility 
and task of all the Korean people, which no one else could do for them. From this respect, Kim Il Sung set 
the principle of independence as item of crucial importance and core of the three principles. Korea was 
forcibly divided by the foreign forces, instead of the Koreans’ internal contradictions. In the middle of last 
century the US imperialists, resisting the ardent desire of the Korean people, occupied the southern half of 
Korea militarily and separated the nation into two, seeking their own predatory interest. For scores of years 
since then they have maintained a hostile policy against the DPRK that has kept following the road of anti-
imperialism and independence. Engaged in a vicious campaign to invade the north and check the effort for 
national reunification, they have persistently pursued the “two Koreas” policy while pushing ahead with 
preparations for another war and making ceaseless provocations. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea and the DPRK government have worked hard consistently to achieve 
reunification by the nation’s own efforts. The June 15 Joint Declaration and the October 4 Declaration, which
are the banner in the effort for one Korea in the 21st century, carry the firm resolution of the WPK and the 
DPRK government to win the historic cause of national reunification by the nation’s own efforts. 

The task of Korean reunification rests with the Korean people and the country’s reunification should be 
achieved by the concerted efforts of the Koreans—this is the gist of the two joint declarations. The 
implementation of the declarations opened a new time when the distrust- and confrontation-oriented inter-
Korean relations spanning more than half a century were changing into those of concerted efforts to promote 
north-south reconciliation and unity and the reunification movement jumped up onto a higher stage. 

The movement is currently faced with a great obstacle thanks to the imperialists’ scheme for another war. But
all the Korean people are forcing their way forward under the banner of “By our nation itself” invariably, 
with the conviction that a decisive breakthrough will come in their effort for one Korea when they maintain 
the stand of national independence and patriotism. 

The second principle goes that great national unity should be achieved transcending the difference in thought,
ideal and social system. This principle provides the decisive guarantee for independent and peaceful 
reunification. To make the north and the south into one again is far from a matter of triumph by one side over 
the other; it is a problem of reconnecting the severed veins of the nation and achieving its unity as a 
traditionally homogeneous nation. To value and keep the national soul irrespective of their thoughts, systems,
political views and religious beliefs—this was the assertion of  President  Kim  Il  Sung  and  Chairman 
Kim Jong Il in their lifetime regarding the theory on national unity. By publishing immortal classic works 
like Ten-point Programme of the Great Unity of the Whole Nation for the Reunification of the Country 



and Let Us Reunify the Country Independently and Peacefully Through the Great Unity of the Entire 
Nation, the leaders provided all the Koreans in the north, south and abroad to be united as one rising above 
the differences in thought, ideal, political view and religious belief. The patriotic idea and all-embracing 
politics of the WPK that subordinates all things to the cause of reunification and steadily improves the 
national unity won over even those who had had a past contradictory to the patriotic cause of reunification 
and rallied Koreans of all strata under the banner of unity. 

Last but not least, there is the principle of winning reunification in a peaceful way without recourse to arms. 
This refers to the basic method of reunifying the country. Understanding the essence of the reunification 
problem and valuing the desire of the entire nation, President Kim Il Sung suggested the principle of 
reunifying the country in a peaceful way, thus indicating a proper method to solve the reunification problem 
in the interest of all the Koreans. 

The most practical course of peaceful reunification without any conflict between the north and the south is to 
introduce the federal mode. Earlier in the 1980s Kim Il Sung put forward the proposal of founding a 
Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo. It was to establish a federal republic in which the north and the south
exercise regional autonomy with equal rights and duties on the condition that they recognize and tolerate each
other’s idea and social system. The proposal of reunifying the country in the mode of one nation and one 
state, two systems and two governments is the just and fair way of peaceful reunification which would do no 
harm to both sides and prevent any one side from seeking superiority or interest. 

The WPK and the DPRK government have made a lot of practical proposals for dialogue and negotiation, 
seeing them as the way for the north and the south to avoid bloody conflicts and solve the problem of 
reunification smoothly in a peaceful way. This year, in particular, they, through a special proposal of the 
DPRK National Defence Commission and a government statement, reiterated their principled stand to the 
matter of easing the currently acute and complicated tension, and have taken sincere steps to the end. 

But the south Korean authorities hurled abuses at the just and fair proposals and invited the US imperialist 
aggression forces’ nuclear-powered carrier fleets and Aegis-level destroyers into the East Sea of Korea and 
the South Sea of Korea to have north-targeted war exercises. This nipped the atmosphere of improvement of 
the north-south relations in the bud. 

The powerful nuclear deterrent of the DPRK serves as an iron shield for the peace of the Korean peninsula 
and national security while thwarting the reckless provocations of the Americans and the south Korean 
authorities in their attempt to start a nuclear war. 

Invariable is the determination of the WPK and the DPRK government to shatter the moves of the US and the
anti-reunification forces for confrontation and open a new road to peaceful reunification with a concerted 
effort of the north and the south.

[KCNA]

Monuments to Loyalty

The monuments were erected to convey forever the ardent loyalty and high patriotic enthusiasm of the 
Korean compatriots in Japan and their great, sincere contributions to the prosperity of their socialist 
motherland. 

Out of their patriotic devotion to render active services to the socialist construction in their homeland, the 
businesspersons of Chongryon (the General Association of Korean Residents in Japan) have so far donated 
many factories and equipment although they conduct their business activities in difficult conditions. 
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Saying that the Korean merchants in Japan engage in trade and make money
only for the sake of their motherland, Chairman Kim Jong Il called them
genuine patriots who devoted their all for the prosperity of their country. Also,
he made sure that they were awarded the Order of Kim Il Sung, the title of
Labour Hero of the DPRK and other high official commendations and that
several factories, hospitals and facilities were named after them. In this way he
saw to it that their patriotic deeds would remain forever etched in the history of
the motherland. 

He most valued the pure loyalty and patriotism cherished by Korean entrepreneurs in Japan who do their 
utmost  to  contribute  to  the  socialist  construction in their motherland with ardent yearning for President 
Kim Il Sung, though they are living in Japan, a capitalist country. 

One November day in 1981 he proposed building a monument to their loyalty made of natural granite in the 
compound of a factory donated by them. 

Later similar monuments were erected in Kim Man Yu Hospital, Pyongyang Gold Lane, and other factories, 
hospitals and facilities.

[KCNA]

[2014-10-14] Inter-Korean Buddhists Mass for Reunification Held

The north-south joint Buddhists mass praying for country's reunification to mark the 7th anniversary of the 
restoration of Singye Temple on Mt. Kumgang took place at the temple on October 13. 

Present there were office-bearers of the Central Committee of the Buddhist Federation of Korea, monks of 
Singye Temple and believers from the north side and those of Buddhist Jogye Order from the south side. 

A Buddhist ritual was followed by speeches. Then a joint prayer of the north-south Buddhists praying for the 
country's reunification was read out. 

The speakers said that it is seven years since Singye Temple was restored to its former glory thanks to the 
concerted efforts of the Buddhists in the north and the south, but it is not performing its desired role as a key 
Buddhist temple for reunification. 

They called on Buddhists in the north and south to pool their will and efforts and turn out in the practical 
actions for improving the north-south relations and paving the way for tour of Mt. Kumgang and thus make 
the temple a seminary for achieving reunification through national harmony based on Buddhism. 

The joint prayer clarified the fixed will of the Buddhists of the north and south to work hard to defuse the 
danger of war and achieve durable peace and reunification on this land, regarding the north-south joint 
declaration as guidelines for national reunification and the light of Buddhism. 

At the end of the mass, the Buddhists in the north and the south toured the area of Kuryong Pool. 

Compiled from KCNA
[2014-10-03] Key Factor in Achieving Peace and Reunification

It is seven years since the adoption of the October 4 Declaration, that is, the Declaration for Development of 
North-South Relations and Peace and Prosperity. The adoption of the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration 
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in 2000 stimulated the Korean people’s aspiration to national reunification as strongly as never before. 
Meanwhile, the anti-reunification moves got ever more vicious. 

Considering the situation the north and the south of Korea adopted the October 4 Declaration, action 
programme of the June 15 Declaration, on October 4, 2007 in order to bring about a turn in the national 
reunification movement by the concerted efforts of the nation. In the declaration the north and the south 
avowed that they would uphold and positively implement the June 15 Joint Declaration, convert the north-
south relations definitely into those of mutual respect and confidence transcending the difference in ideology 
and system, and closely cooperate with each other in the efforts to put an end to hostile military relations and 
ensure détente and peace in the Korean peninsula. The declaration also addresses such issues of putting an 
end to the existing armistice mechanism and building a lasting peace mechanism, energizing economic 
cooperation and ensuring its sustained development on the principles of achieving common prosperity and 
meeting each other’s needs with a view to balanced development of the national economy, developing 
exchange and cooperation in social and cultural fields, and pushing forward humanitarian cooperation. 

With the adoption of the October 4 Declaration the Koreans became able to vigorously push ahead with the 
national reunification movement with a definite aim and conviction of independent reunification, peace and 
prosperity, and in the spirit of By our nation itself. In the days of implementing the declaration there was held
the 9th round of inter-Korean Red Cross talks in the Mt. Kumgang resort when the two sides agreed to 
expand meetings of the separated families and relatives and the exchange of video messages. The inter-
Korean defence minister-level talks and general-level military talks were held in an effort to put an end to 
military hostilities between the two sides, ease tensions and settle peace in the Korean peninsula. And an 
agreement was reached on settling disputes by means of dialogue and negotiation while observing their 
commitment to nonaggression. 

The Kaesong Industrial Park was revitalized in the course of developing and expanding the economic 
cooperation on the principles of ensuring common interests and prosperity, and complementing one another. 
The lease of premises, the land use tax and all sorts of taxes levied on the south Korean businesses in the 
industrial park are as good as free. According to the public announcement of the south Korean authorities the 
south side would have US$ 1.28 million of daily loss, and the businesses concerned would suffer US$ 6 
billion of loss in case of the closure of the park. Through the eye-opening events that came along with the 
implementation of the declaration the Korean people were convinced that they could be one over all the 
difficulties, and that they could achieve the country’s reunification and the prosperity with their own efforts 
though there exist different ideologies and systems in the north and the south . 

But no sooner had the Lee Myung Bak regime taken power than the inter-Korean dialogue and cooperation as
a whole lost its life. As soon as he took office through the “presidential elections” in December 2007, Lee 
flatly denied the commitment to the inter-Korean declarations and obstructed dialogue between both sides for
the implementation. Many dialogues and contacts for the implementation of the October 4 Declaration ended 
in failure, including the first session of the subcommittee for inter-Korean cooperation in railway transport, 
the inter-Korean working level contact for revitalization of Mt. Kumgang tourism and the first session of the 
subcommittee for inter-Korean cooperation in highway project which were held in Kaesong between late 
January and February 2008. Moreover, the regime disrupted over 20 inter-Korean talks and cooperation 
projects which were slated to be held in the first half of 2008 such as the second round of the inter-Korean 
premier-level talks and second meeting of the vice-premier-level joint committee for inter-Korean economic 
cooperation. Thus, the nation’s efforts towards reunification delayed several years, and it set back inter-
Korean relations. 

The private economic cooperation and the economy of south Korea suffered immeasurable losses. According 
to the south Korean media, the direct loss of the south Korean business involved in the north-south private 
cooperation, reached US$ 2.75 billion while the indirect loss US$ 7.48 billion in a year and a half since the 
fabrication of the “May 24 Measure” on the false charge of the sunken ship Cheonan of the south Korean 



Navy. The suspension of inter-Korean cooperation caused inflation of prices, outflow of foreign capital and 
mass bankruptcy of companies, losing 300 000 jobs. Most of the respondents to an opinion poll in south 
Korea denounced the Lee regime’s nullification of the October 4 Declaration. The lesson shows that 
respecting the north-south joint declarations and their implementation is crucial problem decisive of the 
destiny of inter-Korean relations. 

Implementing the declarations is the basic way to achieve peace and reunification, the long-cherished desire 
of the Korean nation.

[KCNA]



[2014-09-20] Under the Banner of Independent Reunification

On August 15, 1945 the Korean people greeted a historic event of liberation from the Japanese imperialists’ 
military occupation. But their delight didn’t last long. On September 8 that year the US imperialists, who had 
long pursued a legitimate claim for occupation of Korea, took the southern half of Korea bloodlessly in the 
guise of “liberator.” Later, they officially announced their occupation of south Korea by means of the 
September 18 statement of President Truman in which he openly declared his opposition to Korea’s 
liberation, and the aggressive announcement of the US State Department director in charge of the Far Eastern
affairs who uttered that Korea could not directly switch to autonomy. The US sought to develop south Korea 
as its colonial military base and strategic bridgehead for invading the northern half of Korea and Asia. To this
end, it established a “military government” and took hold of all fields of south Korea such as politics, the 
economy, military and foreign affairs. 

The founding of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on September 9, 1948 was the gains of the 
Korean people in the struggle to frustrate the moves of the US imperialists and their stooges for a divided 
Korea and establish a reunified, independent state in Korea. When the Korean people intensified the struggle 
for building an independent and sovereign state, the US imperialists schemed to fabricate a separate 
“government” in south Korea and employ neo-colonialism. To deal with the situation, the Workers’ Party of 
Korea (WPK) in the north proposed to hold north-south general elections to establish a supreme legislative 
body for all Korea on the principle of general, equal and direct elections to be done by the secret vote. As a 
result, a joint conference of representatives of political parties and public organizations in north and south 
Korea was held in Pyongyang in April 1948. With this as a momentum the people in north and south Korea 
turned out as one in the struggle to establish a unified government. However, the US forced separate elections
on south Korea and fabricated a reactionary puppet regime. 

To cope with the prevailing situation, the WPK took a decisive measure to have general elections to set up an 
all-Korea supreme legislative body and establish a unified central government representing all the Korean 
people’s will. Later, the north-south general elections were held to send deputies to the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea Supreme People’s Assembly. The turnout was 99.97 per cent in the north and 77.52 per 
cent in the south. By the unanimous will of the Korean people the Supreme People’s Assembly, the highest 
organ of state power, was established, and the founding of the DPRK was proclaimed to the whole world. 

Since then the WPK has waged a dynamic struggle to realize the independent and peaceful reunification of 
Korea under the banner of the DPRK. In September 1948 the First Session of the DPRK Supreme People’s 
Assembly demanded, in the name of the government of the DPRK, that the governments of the Soviet Union 
and the United States immediately withdraw their troops from Korea. The Soviet government complied, and 
withdrew its forces completely from the north of Korea by the end of 1948. The US imperialists, however, 
refused to comply, and made a request to UN for a continued presence of its forces in south Korea. While 
enforcing a long-term occupation policy in south Korea, they accelerated preparations for an aggression war 
against the young DPRK. On June 25, 1950 they provoked a criminal war against the DPRK. 
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After the victory in the three-year-long Fatherland Liberation War the WPK and the government of the DPRK
made persistent efforts to turn the cease-fire into durable peace and achieve Korea’s independent and 
peaceful reunification. At a Geneva Conference in 1954 it put forth a proposal on peaceful coordination of 
Korea, and took positive measures to remove military confrontation between the north and the south and have
the foreign forces pulled out from Korea. It also made realistic proposals for realizing wide-ranging inter-
Korean cooperation and exchange in all fields of politics, the economy, culture, defence and foreign relations.
But none of those proposals came true. 

The enthusiasm of the south Korean people for reunification was mounting after a popular uprising took 
place in April 1960 involving millions of people across south Korea for national salvation against the US 
imperialists and the Syngman Rhee puppet regime. The youths and students in south Korea launched a strong
campaign for national reunification, chanting, “Go northward and come southward; let’s meet at 
Panmunjom!” Feeling uneasy about the ever-growing demand for national reunification in south Korea the 
US imperialists and the south Korean puppet clique brutally suppressed the reunification movement of all 
strata and cooked up many plots to suppress and murder patriotic people and organizations who fought for 
reunification. 

In the 1970s President Kim Il Sung made it clear that the DPRK was ready to have contact at any time with 
all political parties, including the Democratic Republican Party, and public organizations and individual 
personages in south Korea to open a new phase in the national reunification movement. Then he set forth a 
wide-ranging policy of negotiation. When a south Korean delegate came to Pyongyang for high-level 
political talks between the north and the south, the President met him and suggested the three principles of 
national reunification—independence, peaceful reunification and great national unity—as the fundamental 
guideline to be maintained by both sides in the joint cause of national reunification. As a result, the North-
South Joint Statement was published on July 4, 1974 with the principles as its keynote. 

Basing themselves on the principles the WPK and the DPRK government worked with all sincerity to hasten 
the independent and peaceful reunification of Korea. When the atmosphere of national reunification mounted 
quickly throughout the country, the US imperialists and the south Korean puppet regime announced the idea 
of “simultaneous entry into the UN” by the north and the south and “cross recognition” and clung to 
fabrication of “two Koreas.” 

The WPK and the DPRK government waged a vigorous struggle to implement President Kim Il Sung’s 
policies for one Korea, including the five-point policy whose gist is to remove military confrontation and 
ease tensions between the north and the south, achieve multilateral cooperation and interchange, convene a 
national congress comprising the representatives of people of at all strata, of political parties and social 
organizations from both sides, institute a north-south federation named the Federal Republic of Koryo, and 
enter the UN under this name; the proposal for founding the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo that 
would be a unified federal state with a national government to be established on condition that the north and 
the south recognize and tolerate each other’s ideas and social systems, a government in which the two sides 
are represented on an equal footing and under which they exercise regional autonomy with equal power and 
duties. 



In the 1990s the inter-Korean high-level talks took place, adopting the Agreement on Reconciliation, 
Nonaggression, Cooperation and Exchange between the North and the South. But the US imperialists and the
south Korean clique threw a wet blanket over the agreement with a frenzied anti-DPRK nuclear racket. Later,
when there were two inter-Korean summit meetings in the 2000s followed by the adoption of the June 15 
North-South Joint Declaration and the October 4 Declaration, the US imperialists hindered their 
implementation and reversed the north-south relations back to confrontation. 

This year the WPK and the government of the DPRK made positive proposals of crucial importance to create 
a favourable environment for the country’s reunification and made positive efforts to this end. But the US 
imperialists and the south Korean puppets waged Key Resolve and other joint military exercises recklessly, 
sent seditious leaflets to the north and raised a “human rights” campaign against the north. This created a 
touch-and-go situation in which a nuclear war might break out at any moment. The confrontation was more 
acute than ever before in the Korean peninsula. 

It is an invariable stand of the WPK and the DPRK government to accomplish national reunification without 
fail under the idea of by our nation itself. The Korean people are firmly convinced of their bright future as 
they are under the wise leadership of their supreme leader Kim Jong Un who is thoroughly implementing 
the instructions of President Kim Il Sung and Chairman Kim Jong Il on national reunification.

[KCNA]

[2014-08-06] Reception Given for Car Riding Group

The Korean Committee for Aiding Overseas Compatriots hosted a reception at Pyongyang Koryo 
Hotel on August 14 in honor of the participants in the "Paektu-Halla car riding for supporting the 
peace and reunification of the Korean peninsula". 

Present at the reception on invitation were members of the Russia-cross Korean Peninsula car riding group 
and Alexandr Timonin, Russian ambassador to the DPRK. 

Present there were Kim Se Wan, vice-chairman of the Korean Committee for Aiding Overseas Compatriots, 
Ri Song Gon, deputy director of the Agency of Overseas Korean Affairs, and officials concerned.

Compiled from KCNA

[2014-08-16] Car Riding Group Pays Tribute to Statues of Kim Il Sung, Kim Jong Il

A Russia-cross Korean Peninsula car riding group paid tribute to the statues of President Kim Il Sung 
and leader Kim Jong Il on Mansu Hill on August 14 on the occasion of the 69th anniversary of the 
liberation of Korea.

Members of the group laid bouquets before the statues and paid tribute to them. 

On the same day they laid bouquets before the bust of anti-Japanese war hero Kim Jong Suk at the 
Revolutionary Martyrs Cemetery on Mt. Taesong.

Compiled from KCNA
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[2014-08-16] Car Riding Group Arrives in Pyongyang

The Russia-cross Korean Peninsula car riding group arrived in Pyongyang on August 14. The group is 
taking part in the "Paektu-Halla car riding for supporting the peace and reunification of the Korean 
peninsula." 

People lined on both sides of the street in front of the Monument to the Three Charters for National 
Reunification to greet compatriots who are coming here via Hyesan, Hamhung, Wonsan and other parts of the
DPRK from Mt. Paektu, ancestral mountain, carrying with them the ardent desire of 70 million Koreans for 
reunification. 

When the group reached the entrance of Thongil Street, the crowds warmly welcomed the compatriots, 
waving flags of the DPRK, Korean peninsula flags and flowers. 

The group passed through streets of the city.

Compiled from KCNA

[2014-8-14] August 15, Korea’s Liberation Day

August 15 is the day when Korea was liberated from military occupation (1905-1945) of the Japanese 
imperialists. 

Before liberation the Korean people led an indescribably wretched life. Korea was called the land of morning 
calm in the East. It boasted of its history of 5 000 years and excellent cultural traditions. 

However, while other people were travelling the world by warship and by train, the Korean feudal rulers rode 
on donkeys and wore horse-hair hats, singing of scenic beauties. Then, when aggressive forces from the west 
and east threatened them with their navies, they opened the door of the country that had been so tightly closed.
The feudal monarchy then hosted a contest for concessions in which the foreign forces had their own way. 

Even when the country’s fate was at stake, the corrupt and incompetent feudal rulers, given to flunkeyism 
towards the great powers for generations, indulged in sectarian strife under the manipulation of the great 
powers. Seeking their personal pleasure, they were hell bent on bleeding the people white. People lived in 
extreme poverty, and illiteracy, injustice and extreme absence of rights held sway over the country. 

After they occupied Korea by military means in 1905, the Japanese imperialists took continuous steps to carry
out their policy of colonial plunder of Korea. They disbanded the Korean Army which existed in name, 
deprived the feudal Korean government of all its rights including power to appoint officials and right to 
diplomacy. They enforced fascist repressive policies unprecedented in history. The Korean people had to obey 
Japanese laws or die. The manpower and wealth in Korea were all needed only for fattening imperialist Japan.
The Japanese imperialists made vicious moves to wipe out the Korean language, spoken and written, and to 
change the Korean surnames into Japanese ones and obliterate the time-honoured history and culture of 
Korea. Korea was eclipsed on the world map, and its people suffered from a miserable fate that there was 
nowhere to live and be buried after their death. 

The Korean nation, though proud of its 5 000-year history and brilliant culture, was forced to regard 
sycophancy to big countries and national ruin as its fate because it did not have a proper leader and did not 
have the strength to defend itself. This was the image of the Korean nation a century ago, the image of a 
miserable colonial country. 
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However, a radical change was brought about in their destiny. Comrade Kim Il Sung proclaimed a 
revolutionary war against the Japanese imperialists so as to save the destiny of the ruined nation. He led the 
war to a brilliant victory, thus liberating the country in August 1945. 

After liberation ordinary people became masters of power organs and freely participated in the meetings to 
discuss state affairs. Democratic reforms, including agrarian reform, were successfully enforced. As the 
Korean people turned out to build a new country with great patriotic enthusiasm, the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, a genuine people’s country, was founded. They honourably defended their country’s 
sovereignty and dignity by achieving great victory in the Korean war (June 1950—July 1953) started by the 
US imperialists. After the war they carried out socialist industrialization in less than 14 years on the war debris
and developed theirs into a powerful socialist country, independent in politics, self-sufficient in the economy, 
and self-reliant in national defence. In the 1990s when they were on the “Arduous March” and the forced 
march they turned misfortune into blessing and set about building a thriving nation by relying on their 
inexhaustible mental strength and solid foundations of the independent national economy. Now, Korea 
emerged as a nuclear state and a manufacturer and launcher of artificial satellites. 

The geopolitical position of Korea is the same as ever, but the weak country of yesterday which was trodden 
underfoot as a theatre where the big powers fought to expand the sphere of their influence, has now been 
turned into a proud political and military power and the Korean people are demonstrating their dignity as an 
independent people whom no one dares to provoke. 

Rabindranath Tagore, an outstanding poet of India, expressed the piteous plight of Korea in his poem Korea in
1929, which runs: 

The Golden Age of Asia, 
Korea was a country raising its lamp. 
Again the lamp will be lit, 
We are waiting for it 
To illuminate the East. 

He failed to prophesy that Korea, as of today, will tower high in the whole world beyond the East. 

Still the Korean people yearn for President Kim Il Sung, the saviour of the national restoration.

[KCNA]

[2014-07-30] What’s the Precondition?

To improve the inter-Korean relations for the nation’s peace and reunification is a consistent policy of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. Over the past years the DPRK has made sincere efforts to 
win durable peace and independent reunification of the Korean peninsula. The several rounds of north-
south ministerial-level talks and other channels of talks and contacts helped find ways of reconciliation
and unity and pave the way of cooperation and exchange and take some measures for détente. 
Humanitarian and compatriotic steps were made to alleviate the pains of the separated families and 
relatives in the north and the south, and this led to the repatriation of 63 of the former unconverted 
long-term prisoners from the south to the north. With the big stride made in the endeavour to 
implement the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration, the two sides of the Korean peninsula that had 
been in confrontation, strife and distrust met the era of reconciliation and cooperation, a rosy prospect 
seeming to be opened for national reunification. 
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The propitious relations were then ruthlessly trampled by the south Korean anti-reunification forces. The 
south Korean regimes have successively served as the shock force for the stifling of the DPRK in collusion 
with the outside forces. 

A typical example is their moves to foil the historic North-South April Joint Conference which was called to 
prevent permanent division of the country and attain complete national independence following the country’s 
liberation (August 15, 1945) from the Japanese military occupation. Having occupied the southern half of 
Korea, the US was seeking to make up a separate government in the south using its subservient forces—in 
order to cut the country into two. Syngman Rhee, traitor to the nation, cooked a regime through a black 
election against the desire of the nation for one Korea, and pursued inter-Korean confrontation. Later when 
the north put forward epoch-making proposals to remove the ever-increasing danger of war in the peninsula 
and achieve national reunification in a peaceful way, the Syngman Rhee regime answered the proposals with 
the setting off of the Korean war (June 1950-July 1953) at the instigation of their American master. 

In the 1970s when the whole country was burning with the fervour for reunification following the publication
of the July 4 Joint Statement, the Park Chung Hee regime announced the “Two Koreas” policy as their 
strategic target before the ink was dry on the statement, and resorted to whatever they could to implement the 
policy. By carrying out large-scale arms buildup and north-targeted war exercises in and around south Korea 
along with the American troops they threw a wet blanket over the passion of the nation for one Korea and 
messed up the atmosphere of national reconciliation and peaceful reunification. 

In the 1980s north-south Red Cross talks were held and the north sent relief materials to the south Korean 
flood victims out of sincerity. The reconciliatory environment was furthered by the exchange of artistic 
troupes and home-visiting groups. At this juncture the south Korean junta barred the favourable trend by 
conducting moves of provocation of north-targeted war, hand in glove with foreign forces that were wielding 
the nuclear club over the Korean nation. 

In June 2000 there took place a meeting of north-south summits in Pyongyang for the first time since the 
national division, with the follow-up adoption of the historic June 15 North-South Joint Declaration. The 
entire Korean nation and the rest of the world sympathized with the event calling it an epoch-making event, 
but the south Korean anti-reunification forces went against the grain along with the US. The White House, 
announcing that they were “preparing a new typesetting after the decision of a force-based DPRK policy,” 
pressed the south Korean authorities to examine their north policy in an all-round way and turn out 
cooperative with them in their pursuance of a DPRK-isolating and -stifling strategy. Taking advantage of the 
American instruction, the pro-US camp in south Korea put pressure on the authorities and left no stone 
unturned to hamper dialogue and cooperation with the north side. Since the pro-American force took power 
in south Korea the inter-Korean relations have been in difficulty all along. 

Recently north-south dialogue took place for good relationship thanks to the DPRK’s proactive measures, 
heating the enthusiasm of the Koreans for the country’s peace and reunification. But with the passage of time 
the pro-American elements are revealing their malignancy. The present situation shows that it is impossible to
achieve peace and security in the Korean peninsula, to say nothing of inter-Korean dialogue and cooperation, 
without removal of the American lackeys.

[KCNA]

[2014-07-08] Defusing Confrontation Crucial for Improving Inter-Korean Relations

The DPRK government issued a statement 20 years since President Kim Il Sung put his last signature 
on a historic document related to national reunification. 
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The DPRK government in the statement set it as an important issue for opening up a fresh turning phase of 
national reunification for the north and the south to put an end to the state of reckless hostility and 
confrontation and pave the way for reconciliation and unity. 

Defusing confrontation between the north and the south is an urgent realistic issue in improving the inter-
Korean relations and accelerating the movement for national reunification. 

There is no reason whatsoever for the north and the south to keep the state of confrontation at present. 

Today the nations and countries that have differing ideologies and social systems cooperate with each other 
and co-exist in the world. Therefore, the differing ideologies and social systems in the north and the south do 
not provide any ground for the compatriots to be hostile to each other and stand in confrontation. 

The pursuance of the north-south confrontation is a sycophantic act and an act of treachery as it is little short 
of dancing to the tune of outsiders who are keen on keeping the Korean nation divided and sowing seeds of 
discord between them to fish in troubled waters. 

An atmosphere favourable for national reconciliation and unity can never be created as long as the north and 
the south stand in confrontation. 

The south Korean authorities should discard the anachronistic concept of indiscriminately antagonizing the 
fellow countrymen because of differing ideology and social system but take a bold decision to make a 
switchover in its policy of confrontation with the fellow countrymen to that of alliance and reconciliation with
the north. 

All forms of north-targeted war exercises which the south stages in collusion with outsiders are a basic factor 
of escalating the north-south confrontation as it is a direct product of its hostile policy toward the fellow 
countrymen in the north. The war exercises under various codenames which the south Korean authorities stage
every year together with the US have escalated the political and military confrontation between compatriots 
and seriously harassed the peace on the Korean peninsula. 

National reconciliation and peace can hardly be achieved as long as military exercises, an open threat to the 
dialogue partner, persist. 

It is necessary to respect and implement the north-south agreements in order to put an end to confrontation 
between the north and the south and achieve the national reconciliation and unity. 

The June 15 Joint Declaration and the October 4 Declaration serve as firm guidelines for putting an end to the 
state of confrontation between the north and the south, improving the relations between them and achieving 
the independent reunification. 

Therefore, the denial of the agreements common to the north and the south is a major factor of pushing the 
north-south ties to a catastrophe and confrontation. As conservative “governments” appeared in south Korea 
one after another, the June 15 Joint Declaration and the October 4 Declaration were totally denied and all the 
achievements made in the June 15 era were brought to naught and the north-south relations were pushed to the
lowest ebb. 

Prevailing on the peninsula at present is such a grave situation that even a slight provocative word and act and 
a friction may lead to a dangerous conflict and national ruin due to the south Korean authorities’ extremely 
reckless hostile policy and confrontational moves. 



Now is the crucial time for the north and the south to pave the way for improving the relations with a fresh 
viewpoint and stand for national reconciliation and unity. 

All the Koreans should turn out as one in the patriotic struggle to put an end to the state of confrontation 
between the north and the south, with a single and sincere desire to achieve reconciliation and unity of the 
nation and peace and reunification of the country.

[KCNA]

[2014-04-22] Ideal of By Our Nation Itself

By Our Nation Itself is the ideal which carries the idea of reunifying the country through a concerted 
effort of the Korean people in the north, south and abroad, rejecting any moves for domination and 
intervention by outside forces. 

This has been stated in the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration and declared to the world. 

It embodies the idea of national independence that the Korean nation should become the master in carving out 
its destiny, and crystallizes the fundamental way for settling perfectly the question of Korea’s reunification 
through a concerted effort by the Korean nation at home and abroad. 

It reflects consciousness and pride in the superiority of the Korean nation and the unanimous will and desire 
of the Korean people to reunify their country by themselves, so it has aroused absolute support and strong 
sympathy of the entire Korean nation and opened up a new phase in the development of reunification 
movement. 

With this ideal as a momentum, the Korean nation greeted a new era of reunifying the country by concerted 
efforts of the nation as true masters of the reunification movement. 

Today the ideal serves as a fundamental ideal for the reunification movement of the Korean people to reunify 
their country by disobeying domination and intervention by outside forces and firmly rallying the entire 
Korean nation as one.

[KCNA]

[2014-01-22] Invariable Stand of DPRK

It is the consistent stand of the DPRK to realize national unity and reunification by building up trust 
and reaching reconciliation between the two parts of Korea. Thanks to the DPRK’s positive effort for 
achieving national reconciliation, unity and reunification, the working-level talks between the 
authorities of the north and the south of Korea for the normalization of the Kaesong Industrial Park 
were resumed, saving it from the crisis of closure and putting it on the track of normal operation. 

Such developments after many twists and turns inspired new hope in all the fellow countrymen yearning for 
the improvement of north-south relations. This shows that when the north and the south give priority to the 
common interests of the nation and act upon the idea of By Our Nation Itself, dialogues and relations between 
the two sides can be successfully promoted without fail. 

The question of inter-Korean relations is of importance for the destiny of the nation today and tomorrow. The 
north-south relations should be developed in conformity with the nation’s aspiration and the demand of the 
times. On all accounts, the goal of dialogue and cooperation is to end distrust and confrontation, promote 
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national reconciliation and unity and hasten independent reunification. And what is important in realizing 
dialogue and cooperation is that both sides should settle problems by subordinating everything to the great 
cause of reunifying the country with a firm will to improve their relations by all means. The history of inter-
Korean dialogues has proved that when the north and the south dispel distrust of each other and pool their 
strength and wisdom in an effort to achieve the common cause of the nation, they can settle all knotty 
problems and develop their relations. 

The DPRK has made strenuous efforts to improve its relations with south Korea and achieve peace and 
reunification and common prosperity in the Korean peninsula. The historic June 15 North-South Joint 
Declaration and the October 4 Declaration, the landmarks of independent reunification, peace and prosperity, 
reflect the DPRK’s consistent line of reunification for achieving national reconciliation, unity, cooperation and
exchange. The basic idea of the declarations is that the Koreans should develop north-south relations by 
concerted national efforts and go ahead along the road of reunification, attaining peace and common 
prosperity. 

In the days following the adoption of the declarations, the north-south relations which had been gloomy with 
distrust and confrontation, changed into the relations of reconciliation, unity and cooperation based on the idea
of By Our Nation Itself. Conscious that they were the parties immediately concerned in the settlement of the 
national problem and the reunification question, the north and the south coped together with pending issues in 
keeping with the common needs and interests of the nation, bringing about amazing development in 
succession. Even according to the statistical data of south Korea, the number of south Korean enterprises 
benefiting from the mutual cooperation reached 6 000, with over 25 000 jobs created. Their average annual 
profits reached US$ 6.12 billion. 

Even when the north-south relations sank to the stage of catastrophe after the emergence of the Lee Myung 
Bak regime hot after confrontation with the north, the DPRK never suspended its efforts to realize national 
reconciliation and unity, peace and national reunification in accordance with the north-south joint declarations.
At every opportunity, it made clear its will to join hands with anybody who, concerned about the destiny of 
the nation, wished the country’s reunification, and put forward various proposals including a proposal for 
dialogues between the authorities of the two parts for the improvement of their relations amid ever-
aggravating situation. If south Korean authorities had showed a positive response to the generous, well-
intentioned moves of the DPRK, the north-south relations would have entered upon a new phase long ago. 

The endeavours of the DPRK to reject confrontation and promote inter-Korean relations through dialogue and 
cooperation remain immutable. In June last year the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of Korea 
announced an important statement setting forth its position that talks could be held between the authorities of 
the north and the south on the normal operation of the Kaesong Industrial Park and other things including, if 
deemed necessary, the humanitarian issue of reunion of separated families and relatives. This marked a 
turning point in the north-south relations which had deteriorated in the previous five years. In spite of some 
differences, the KIP which had been on the verge of complete closure was reopened and put into normal 
operation. 

Now it is important to advance the inter-Korean relations towards the terminal point of independent 
reunification and peace and prosperity by expanding dialogue and cooperation. Of course, this may possibly 
meet with obstacles and difficulties. However, this is a path to be traced by the Koreans themselves in the 
north and the south by way of removing misunderstanding and distrust and promoting reconciliation and unity.
The prevailing situation in the Korean peninsula shows that dialogue and cooperation are the only right way 
towards reconciliation, peace and nationwide prosperity. 

In future, too, the DPRK will strive all along to improve the inter-Korean relations and accomplish the historic
cause of the country’s reunification by the concerted efforts of the nation.



[KCNA]

[2014-01-20] National Unity, Key to Korea’s Reunification

It is the firm stand and consistent policy of the Workers' Party of Korea to embrace and unite everyone who 
values the soul of the nation and loves the country and nation for national unity and reunification irrespective 
of ideology, social system, class and stratum. 

Supreme leader Kim Jong Un in his New Year Address clarified that the DPRK would join hands with 
anyone who opts to give priority to the nation and wishes for its reunification, regardless of his or her past.

It is the urgent requirement of the prevailing situation that those who have been gripped with the narrow-
minded conception of confrontation so far should subordinate everything to the great cause of national 
reunification and orientate towards it, boldly doing away with the conception. 

It is a crime against the nation and reunification to pay no heed to the will and demand of the nation and 
stand in the way of the movement for national reunification, the long-cherished desire of the nation, while 
insisting on the partisan ism and interests only. 

Whoever has the blood and soul of the Korean nation and even an iota of national conscience should face up 
to the times, awake from a nightmare as early as possible, and swim with the dynamic historic trend for the 
improvement of the inter-Korean ties and national reunification. 

The south Korean authorities should boldly break with their past tainted by their acts against reunification 
and respond to the DPRK's proposals with the patriotic actions for reunification.

[KCNA]

Anecdotes 

Compatriotic Love for South Korean People 

After the defeat (August 1945) of the Japanese imperialists the US imperialists occupied south Korea and
openly pursued a policy of colonial subjugation. 

Meanwhile,  it  happened  that  the  supply  of  water  from  the  Kuam  and  Ryeui  reservoirs,  some  two
kilometres north of the 38th Parallel, into Yonbaek Plain in south Korea was suspended. 

President Kim Il Sung, informed that the local peasants were suffering difficulties for lack of irrigating
water although the farming season for 1946 set in, took measures to supply water to the area south of 38th
Parallel and allot huge materials and manpower to the reconstruction and repair of the Kuam reservoir which
was severely damaged in the rainy season that year. 

But the project did not progress smoothly as the US imperialists and their stooges impeded it this way or
that way. Moreover, they did not pay north Korea for the use of the water from the reservoirs for three years
running although they used it for irrigation. In addition, they turned down the sincere proposals made by the
North Korean People’s Committee for reasonably settling the issue of supply of irrigation water on several
occasions, and frantically slandered north Korea and launched propaganda against communism. 

Given the situation, in 1948 the NKPC had to temporarily withhold the supply of irrigation water to the
area south of the 38th Parallel until the issue of the water supply was settled. 
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Aware that the water problem remained unsolved owing to the US moves, the representatives from the
peasants of the Yonbaek Plain sent a letter to Kim Il Sung requesting him to send them water. 

After taking the petition into consideration Kim Il Sung took a relevant step to satisfy their wish. 

On June 26, 1948 the NKPC adopted its Resolution No. 155 on the supply of the irrigation water from the
Kuam and Ryeui reservoirs to the area of Yonbaek in south Korea. The resolution denounced the crimes
perpetrated by the US imperialists and its stooges against the supply of irrigation water and revealed that the
US military government was reluctant to settle the issue of the payment for the use of the irrigation water and
declared that north Korea would supply the irrigation water from the Kuam and Ryeui reservoirs to the area
of Yonbaek south of the 38th Parallel from June 27, 1948 at the request of the south Korean people. 

The resolution demonstrated the advantages of the democratic  people’s system of north Korea and its
compatriotic policy and delivered a telling blow to the US imperialists and their stooges who were hell bent
on the exploitation of the south Korean people and slander of north Korea.

Toast

In June 2000 Chairman Kim Jong Il of the DPRK National Defence Commission and President Kim Dae
Jung of south Korea met in Pyongyang and adopted the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration. 

Before  drinking  a  toast  at  a  banquet  in  congratulation  of  the  publication  of  the  joint  declaration,
Kim Jong Il said that the historic declaration was at last adopted and made public and that everyone present
at the banquet should bottom up the glasses of wine in their hands lest the ink marked on the declaration was
diluted. Kim Dae Jung and his entourage who had drunken half emptied their glasses with a smile. 

The Chairman’s words bore the deep meaning that the declaration should be implemented to the letter
come what may, and manifested his firm will to achieve national reunification at the earliest date possible.

Splendid Answer

In June 2000 a historic north-south summit meeting was held in Pyongyang. 

When the agreement on the joint declaration was announced, everyone present at the banquet was jubilant
as if reunification itself had been realized. 

Pointing to a picture on the wall opposite the table of honour, Chairman Kim Jong Il asked the guests
from south Korea whether the picture depicted a morning glow or an evening glow. 

After racking his brain for the answer, a south Korean minister eventually responded: It portrays a rising
sun, symbolic of the bright future of the Korean nation. 

The guests present there all nodded at his answer. 

Unexpectedly, however, the Chairman shook his head and said that the glow in the picture was both a
sunrise and a sunset. 

His answer was so simple and yet correct that they could only admire him. They realized what he said was
too significant to be a mere witty humorous remark–every judgment depends on one’s viewpoint, and the
success of every undertaking is decided by one’s resolve. 
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If all the fellow countrymen were united in one mind under the banner of the declaration, the future of the
nation would be as bright as the rosy, rising sun. On the contrary, the prospects for national reunification
would be as murky as the evening if the declaration was not implemented, just remaining as a mere sheet of
paper. 

At the Chairman’s remarks of philosophical depth the south Korean guests were compelled to look back at
their past standpoint towards the issue of reunification.

Great Admiration

In  June 2000,  a  historic  summit  meeting  between  Kim Jong Il,  Chairman of  the  National  Defence
Commission of the DPRK, and Kim Dae Jung, president of south Korea, was held in Pyongyang. 

During the meeting the south Koreans from all walks of life were so fascinated by Kim Jong Il’s noble
traits that they expressed great admiration for him. 

The moment when Kim Jong Il took Kim Dae Jung’s hand in his own and raised it to announce that the
historic north-south joint declaration was concluded, all the participants were filled with deep emotion and
delight. 

The  south  Korean  journalists  were  also  beside  themselves,  so  they  missed  the  golden  chance  of
photographing   the  occasion.  So   they  importuned  the   senior  presidential information secretary to ask
Kim Jong Il to pose for them. He told Kim Jong Il what they wanted. With a broad smile on his face, Kim
Jong Il asked Kim Dae Jung to accept their request. 

Kim Jong Il went to the platform again with Kim Dae Jung and posed for a picture to be taken of them
hand in hand. 

When the photography session was over, he joked to the journalists that they ought to pay for their acting,
causing another ripple of laughter. 

Witnessing such historic scene, unprecedented in the world history of politics or in the records of summit
meetings, the south Korean people lavished unstinted praise on the greatness of Kim Jong Il, who plucks
the heartstrings of all people by dint of his informal character and witty and humorous remarks.

Incarnation of Human Love

The following happened when the leaders of north and south of Korea met in Pyongyang in June 2000. 

A grand banquet was given by Kim Dae Jung, president of south Korea, in honour of  Kim Jong Il,
Chairman of the National Defence Commission of the DPRK, at the Mokran House. 

A storm of applause rose when the two leaders entered the banquet hall. 

Just as the banquet was starting,  Kim Jong Il noticed that Ri Hui Ho, Kim Dae Jung’s wife, was not
around, and found that she was sitting at another table. Expressing surprise, he asked Kim Dae Jung “How
come we can separate another family when we are hoping to solve the problem of separated families?” 

Then he called her to sit beside her husband. A south Korean monthly wrote: Everyone present at the
banquet  expressed  great  admiration  for  Kim  Jong  Il who  was  endowed  with  etiquette  and  prudent
behaviours, noble human love and boundless human feelings.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/one/content.php?great+1+13
http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/one/content.php?great+1+15


Phophyong Ferry 

This ferry, located on the shore of the Amnok River in the northern tip of Korea, is frequently visited by the 
Korean people. 

During the Japanese military occupation of Korea it was crowded with the Korean people, who had to
leave their native land in tears of blood and pent-up sorrow for the loss of their country under the harsh
repression of the Japanese imperialists. 

In March 1923 Kim Il Sung crossed the ferry and made a 250-mile journey for learning from Badaogou
of Changbai County, China to Mangyongdae, his birthplace. 

With a grim resolve not to return home before Korea became independent he, at the age of 13, set out on
another 250-mile journey for national liberation. On arriving at the riverside he picked up a pebble, a token of
his motherland, and pledged to himself with it firmly in his hand before crossing the Amnok by the neck of
the rapids, a little way down from the ferry. 

President Kim Il Sung wrote in his reminiscences With the Century: 

My dear Korea, I am leaving you. I know I cannot live even for a moment away from you, but I am
crossing the Amnok to win you back. Across this river is a foreign land, but I will not forget you, even in
there. Wait for me, my Korea. Then I sang the Song of the Amnok River again. 

True to the pledge he had made while crossing the Amnok in his teens, he commanded long bloody battles
against the Japanese imperialists to liberate the country and built a socialist paradise in which the masses of
the people are masters of everything. 

The ferry is also associated with the activities of his revolutionary family at Mangyongdae.

Jonju Kims

The following happened when the leaders of north and south of Korea met in Pyongyang in June 2000. 

During  a  farewell  luncheon,  Kim Dae  Jung,  the  president  of  south  Korea,  was  so  attracted  by  the
unassuming character of his counterpart Kim Jong Il, Chairman of the National Defence Commission of the
DPRK, that he asked the latter where his family hailed from. 

Kim Jong Il answered that they hailed originally from Jonju. 

Kim Dae Jung said regretfully that his family hailed from Kimhae, and that the Chairman’s family was
from an original root in Jolla Province. 

At this moment Ri Hui Ho, the wife of Kim Dae Jung, said proudly that her family, too, hailed from Jonju. 

Kim Jong Il, with a hearty laugh, said to Ri that she and he were really of the same family and now the
family members were reunited. 

Everyone present in the luncheon burst into laughter. 
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In the humorous remarks of Kim Jong Il was reflected the meaning that the Korean people should live
harmoniously on one and the same territory as those with a common ancestry although they are living divided
into north and south. 

Such remarks can only be made by him who grieved over the national division more than anyone else and
devoted his all to reunification.

We Must Place Our Nation before Anything Else 

One day in May 1985 when he was giving instructions concerning the ongoing 8th north-south Red Cross 
talks Chairman Kim Jong Il referred to the need to take the initiative to exchange visits by Red Cross art 
troupes and home-visiting groups between the north and south of Korea. 

Noting that there was no need to hesitate as the said matters were to share compatriotic feeling and link the
bloodlines of the fellow countrymen, he stressed that  our nation should always be brought into primary
consideration. 

On the day when the troupe and group of the north were to leave for Seoul he said to officials concerned
that it would be really good if such an auspicious event takes place in the reunified country, adding that we
should reunify our country as soon as possible so that all the fellow countrymen could travel freely between
north and south, sharing compatriotic feeling and linking their national blood ties.

Single-hearted Unity and Military Might

It happened in August 2000 when Chairman Kim Jong Il gave a luncheon in honour of a visiting delegation 
of senior executives from south Korean media circles. 

In the middle of the talks he asked a member of the delegation how many years he had been engaged in
journalism. When he replied that he had been involved in journalism for about 30 years, Kim Jong Il said
that he must have conducted anti-north propaganda for 80 percent of his career, which created a ripple of
laughter among the audience. 

As the  atmosphere  of  the  luncheon changed at  once  by the  leader’s  generous  personality,  the  senior
executives who were keenly skeptical about the questions raised by Kim Jong Il by force of professional
habit began to throw a barrage of questions at him, despite their promise not to put any questions during the
occasion. After all, an “interview” began. 

To another question, as to where the source of his strength for defending socialism lay, he answered: The
source of my strength is twofold; first there is single-hearted unity, and the second there is military might;
only with a strong military force can one deal with relations with foreign countries from the independent
standpoint; we still need this strong force even in the case of having close relations with other countries. 

Patriotic Feeling

n August 2000, Chairman Kim Jong Il gave a luncheon in honour of a visiting delegation of the south 
Korean mass media leaders. 

The reception was overwhelmed with compatriotic feelings. A delegate asked the Chairman whether he
would accept the invitation from the Chairman of the International Olympic Committee, extended to the top
leaders of the north and the south, to attend the Sydney Olympic Games. He said after a while: I have not yet
been informed about it. Moreover, I have failed to find time to visit Seoul, not far away from Pyongyang,
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where my fellow countrymen live. So, how could I go to Sydney, a long distance away from here, where
foreigners live? 

He continued that he would rather go to Seoul, Jeju Island and Pusan and that he has failed to find time to
do so because of his tight schedule. Instantly, everyone present was struck with admiration for him. 

Their questions were not written ones but he was ready to answer every question. Every sentence and
phase of his answers was really meaningful and wonderful. His answers were not absolutely out of his nimble
wits. They were an expression of his ardent love for his country and nation. 

Oblivious of usual practice, the delegates noted down Kim Jong Il’s words as he spoke them. 

The  next  day  most  newspapers  in  south  Korea  devoted  their  two  pages  to  carrying  the  full  text of
Kim Jong Il’s discourse at the luncheon.

When Korea Would Be Reunified?

In August 2000, Chairman Kim Jong Il met a delegation from the south Korean mass media. 

Not to miss such a golden opportunity, the delegates competitively raised questions on him.
 
A delegate who had remained silent asked a question as to when Korea would be reunified. 

After looking round the gathering, Kim Jong Il replied at once with a free and open looks: It depends on
a decision by the north and south of Korea; depending on how we make up our minds and how the Korean
people pool their efforts, Korea’s reunification can be resolved immediately or not. 

The delegation was so overwhelmed by his ready answer that they could not but repress their admiration
for him. 

They wondered how he gave a prompt and perspicuous answer to the delicate and awkward question. 

They were convinced that Korea would be reunified when its people pull together their efforts and achieve
great national unity under the banner of the June 15 North-South Joint declaration. 

A truth is always a simple matter when understood later. The CEOs of the south Korean mass media had so
far thought that the matter of national reunification is entangled with difficult and complicated problems, but
Kim Jong Il gave a succinct account of when Korea would be reunified. They were deeply moved by his
outstanding caliber.

Great Man in Present Era 

It was in July 1981 that Choe Tok Sin came to the northern half of Korea in order to visit his father’s grave in 
his lifetime, saying goodbye to his past though belatedly. He had been standing at the firstline of anti-
communism as the minister of Foreign Affairs and adviser to the Ministry of National Unification in south 
Korea. 

On hearing Choe Tok Sin’s visit to his homeland, President Kim Il Sung saw to it that he first visited his
father’s grave and personally met him. (Choe’s father was Choe Tong O, headmaster of Hwasong Uisuk
School.) 
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When Choe met the President, he felt sorry for his past, and atoned for the wrongs he had done in the past.
The President said that he felt it grateful that Choe had made a decision to wipe the slate clean and devote his
whole for the country’s reunification. 

Impressed by the magnanimity of the President,  who valued the unity of the nation and tolerated his
indignified past, Choe spoke highly of the President, saying that he was a great man in the present era just
like God worshipped in the Chondoist faith, adding that he would direct his every effort to the patriotic work
of national reunification. 

The President entrusted him with the heavy responsibility of the Vice-chairman of the Committee for the
Peaceful  Reunification  of  Korea.  When  he  was  suffering  from illness,  the  President  took  all  necessary
measures for his treatment. And when he died, the President saw to it that his remains were buried at the
Patriotic Martyrs Cemetery, where his father’s remains lie.

New Year Address Made after a Delay of Five Minutes 

On the first morning of 1979, President Kim Il Sung arrived at the Kumsusan Assembly Hall to deliver a 
New Year address. Just before making the speech, he told the accompanying officials that he wanted to see 
Ryo Un Hyong’s four children first, saying that he was told they were present there. 

The children, who anticipated that they could see him after his delivery of the New Year address, got so
excited that they rushed to where Kim Il Sung was. 

He said in a hoarse voice: Why have you come here only now? Why have you not written to me and come
to my house to see me? I was too busy to write to you, but you could do any time. Immediately after the
country’s liberation, your father founded the People’s Party and worked hard to the last moment of his life for
the country’s reunification. I will take care of you in the place of your father. 

Reluctant to part with them, he retraced his steps several times and posed for a photograph with them. 
So the New Year address was delayed for five minutes.

History of Division

Who Started the Korean War? 

Sixty-seven years have passed since the Korean war. But the US is, still today, struggling to distort the
truth of its outbreak. 

Then, who started the Korean war? 

Drawing of 38th Parallel and US Occupation of South Korea 

In August 1945, the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army, in cooperation with the Soviet troops, launched
the general offensive to liberate Korea and brought Japan to its knees. The defeat of Japan gave an upset to
the US that had dreamt of placing the whole Korean peninsula under its control and using it as a springboard
for its strategy of world domination. Unable to realize its wild ambition, the US put forward a so-called
“practical solution” for occupying half of the Korean peninsula. 

According  to  an  instruction  of  the  then  US  President  Truman,  the  State-War-Navy  Coordinating
Committee prepared a draft for the Soviet and US troops to disarm the imperial Japanese army with the 38th
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parallel of the Korean peninsula as the dividing line. Truman approved it on the spot and ordered to make it
as a written document, “General Order No.1”, and inform the Allied Powers of it on August 13. In fact, the
38th parallel as a dividing line in Korea was never the subject of international discussions. It was unilaterally
contrived by the US. 

According to this order, the advance contingent of the 24th Army Corps of the US arrived at Kimpho
Airport on September 4, 1945 and the corps landed in Inchon, Pusan and Mokpho between September 8 and
mid-October. 

Referring to  this,  even Americans say:  The war of the Wall  Street  against  the Korean people started
practically from September 1945 when its generals landed in south Korea. 

Military Preparations for War and Armed Provocations on 38th Parallel 

The US rigged up and expanded the south Korean puppet army with a view to keeping the balance of
forces at a “ratio of ten to one” over the north Korean army and trained it the American way. It also seized its
prerogative of supreme command over the puppet army. 

From 1945 to 1949, the US offered to south Korea military aid worth over 1 billion dollars. While stepping
up the combat readiness of the puppet army, it deployed its reinforced forces in the areas along the 38th
parallel. It also newly built or repaired military roads and conducted the work of building positions on a large
scale. 

At the same time, the US imperialists egged the puppet army on to launch armed provocations against
north Korea in the areas along the 38th parallel. Their armed provocations from 1947 to June 1950 numbered
over 5 150. 

Such provocations were not simple “armed conflicts” but “test wars” committed repeatedly with a focus on
the directions of main attack according to military action plans for “northward expedition”. 

Fujishima Udai, a Japanese commentator, said as follows on July 4, 1975: The US scheme to unleash a war
in Korea did not kick off unexpectedly on June 25, 1950, which is usually called the day of the outbreak of
the Korean war. It started from 1947 right after the Second World War. 

Outbreak of Korean War 

After rounding off war preparations, the US imperialists buckled down to action. 
Truman sent Secretary of Defence Johnson, Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff Bradley and Advisor

to the State Department Dulles to Seoul and Tokyo on the pretext of discussing a “peace treaty” with Japan so
as to ultimately make sure of the preparations for war against north Korea and take relevant measures.

 
Dulles arrived in Seoul in mid-June 1950 and made final examination of the war preparations of the puppet

army in a trench along the 38th parallel. Giving instructions to ignite a war to Syngman Rhee, he said he
came here with Truman’s order to inspect the preparations for a “northward march” with his eyes and kick it
off in case everything is OK, adding that there is no need for further delay. 

On June 25, 1950, the south Korean puppet army, in combat readiness under the direct command of the
American Military Advisory Group,  launched a sudden armed invasion of the DPRK all  along the 38th
parallel. 

But the US imperialists suffered an ignominious defeat in the war by the Korean people who turned out in
the heroic struggle to firmly defend the destiny of their country and nation.



Outcry of Kwangju 

Thirty-six years have passed since the patriotic youth, students and other people of Kwangju rose up for a
popular uprising to achieve independence, democracy and reunification. 

From March 1980 the flames of their anti-fascist struggle for democracy spread far and wide across south
Korea.  In  order  to  maintain  the  fascist  Yushin  dictatorship,  the  Chun  Doo  Hwan’s  group  declared  an
“emergency martial law” throughout south Korea on May 17 the same year, which prompted the citizens of
Kwangju to rise in armed revolt against the “government”. 

On May 18 1980 they rose against the violent oppression of the fascist military junta that attempted to
thwart the democratic development of the south Korean society following the end of the Yushin dictatorship
and maintain and prolong the pro-US fascist ruling system. They held out bravely against the heavily-armed
martial army, shouting, “Lift the emergency martial law,” “Abolish the Yushin system,” “Enforce democratic
reforms,” “Let us establish a democratic government” and “Yankees, go home.” They raided, destroyed and
occupied the ruling machinery and other major public organs like the provincial administration office, police
station, newspaper company and broadcasting station. Eventually, they put Kwangju under their complete
control by driving the martial army out of the city. The puppet ruling system in South Jolla Province was
almost  paralyzed,  as  17  cities  and  counties  including  Mokpho,  Hwasun  and  Raju  joined  the  uprising.
Although they were ring after ring blockaded and besieged by the repressive forces of the fascist military
junta and the latter tried to suppress the uprising in an indiscriminate manner, they defended the city for ten
days at the cost of their life and blood. Through the uprising they demonstrated the spirit  and mettle of
independence that they would not tolerate the fascist tyranny and dealt a heavy blow to the colonial fascist
rule of the US and its followers, the dictatorial military force. 

The  uprising  was  frustrated  by  the  barbarous  crackdown  of  the  fascist  military  group  backed  and
controlled by the US, but it was recorded as a proud event in the history of the struggle of the south Korean
people for anti-US independence and anti-fascist democratization. Several decades have passed since then but
their desire for independence, democracy and reunification have not yet been realized. 

The US, the main culprit of the bloodshed in Kwangju, still takes full control of south Korea. They are
hampering the aspiration and desire of the local people for independence, democracy and reunification and
infringing upon their democratic and human right. 

The south Korean authorities are driving the south Korean society deeper and deeper into the abyss of the
dependence on the US by pursuing sycophantic and traitorous pro-US policies, while flagrantly infringing
upon the people’s desire for democracy by administering unprecedented repressive policies. Worse still, they
are selling out the interest of the nation by imploring the US to make its troops stay in south Korea and
extend the period of the OPECON for an indefinite period against the compatriots’ desire for independent
reunification. They are kicking the confrontation rackets against their fellow countrymen by following the
anti-DPRK hostile policy of the US. They enforce evil laws to strangle the democracy and maintain their
fascist tyranny and step up crackdown against the progressive pro-reunification forces. 

The outcry the people in Kwangju raised 36 years ago is calling the south Korean people on to turn out
into the anti-US, anti-fascist patriotic struggle for independence, democracy and national reunification.

Defoliant Spray Operation 
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The US command in south Korea mapped out a defoliant spray plan in early 1967, saying that the plants in the
DMZ should be effectively removed to check “north Korea’s invasion”. On March 20 1968 the US 8th Army 
Commander issued an order to perform the spray operation till April 15. According to the order the south 
Korean army was to spray defoliant under the technical guidance and support of the US military advisory 
group. 

The main ingredient of defoliant is dioxin and one gram of dioxin can kill as many as 20 000 people. The US
imperialists had already used the defoliant in the Vietnam War and applied it on a field experimental basis in
south Korea. The operation was performed under the guise of planting beans, rice, corn and other cereals. 
The GIs enlisted the south Korean army in spraying 21 000 gallons (about 95 470L) of defoliant over the area
of 22 million phyong in the south Korean region within the DMZ from 1968 to 1969. 

They ensured that the operation was kept strictly confidential and did not inform the south Korean side of
anything about it. They only provided guidance and support to avoid contamination, while the south Korean
soldiers sprayed the defoliant without any means of protection, as they knew it was just weed killer. Some of
them scattered the powdered defoliant with bare hands in their buckets or helmets. 

The operation is a heinous crime of the US imperialist forces to annihilate the Korean nation.

EC-21 Incident

The US imperialists were hell-bent on their incessant attempts to ignite a new war in the Korean peninsula. On
April 15, 1969 they sent the spy plane EC-121 into the territorial airspace of the DPRK on reconnaissance
missions. But the spy plane was shot down by a single gunshot from the air force of the Korean People’s Army
who were staying on full alert to defend the airspace of their country.

 This self-defensive measure was a stern punishment that conformed to international law. 

The United States, however, threatened the DPRK, distorting the facts as if the plane had been shot down in
“international airspace” during “lawful reconnaissance activities.” 

The DPRK government issued a statement which exposed and condemned the aggressive design of the United
States. 

This incident dealt a telling blow at the US imperialists and greatly encouraged the world people in the anti-
imperialist, anti-US struggle.

The Assassination of Kim Ku 

Out of his desire for national reunification Kim Ku participated in the Joint Conference of Representatives of
Political  Parties  and  Public  Organizations  in  North  and  South  Korea  held  in  April  1948  regardless  of
despicable acts of the US imperialists. He also opposed the ruinous May 10 separate elections and doggedly
stood against the colonial rule in south Korea by the US imperialists and their attempts to perpetuate the
division of the Korean nation. 

This being the case, the US imperialists went into a full-scale operation to kill Kim. 
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G-2, the intelligence agency under US 24th Army, predecessor of the south Korean branch of the CIA, hatched
a plot to assassinate him according to the secret order of the CIA. The plan was conveyed to a secret agitating
point in south Korea under the CIA. The agitating point worked out action programme and selected An Tu Hui
for the murderer. 

An, the son of a great landlord who fled to south Korea after the country’s liberation, joined a reactionary
organization and then the south Korean army where he received special training. 

At noon on June 26 1949 Kim was assassinated by An at his house in Sodaemun, Seoul. 

The truth behind Kim’s death was not revealed for long by the US imperialists and their stooges. 

On March 27 1987 a south Korean Kwon Jung Hwa, who had been seeking out the murderer, found him out at
Maphogu in Seoul and delivered a telling blow at him. An confessed that he killed Kim at the instigation of the
US imperialists, because he was under the pressure of strong demand and protest by the progressive circles
and patriotic people in south Korea. 

On October 23 1996 An was clubbed to death by a bus driver [named] Pak Ki So. 

All these facts clearly prove that the US imperialists are to blame for Kim’s assassination.

Liberation Strategy Party of South Korea 

South Korean revolutionaries founded the liberation strategy party and waged an active struggle so as to drive
out the US imperialist aggressor forces from south Korea and put an end to their colonial rule. 

Bewildered  by  the  development,  the  US imperialists  and  the  Park  Jung  Hee  puppet  clique  arrested  and
imprisoned Kwon Jae Hyok, founder and leader of the party, and other 12 patriots in August 1968 and brought
them to  barbaric  tortures.  On January  18,  1969 they  put  on  trial  the  revolutionaries  associated  with  the
founding of the party sentencing two of them to death penalty and others to penal servitude for life and for 16
years.

A Weather Forecast Which Caused Worry Not Joy 

It was early July 1965, a time when Korea was suffering the worst drought in living memory. 

An official  from the  Hydrometeorological  Service  was  collecting  data  from local  observation  stations  in
various parts of the country. To his delight, the results showed that the high atmospheric pressure, which had
been lingering over the country for several months, was giving way to low pressure. 
President  Kim Il Sung had phoned him time after time to ask about the weather forecast,  as he was so
worried over the ongoing damage to farming. So the official decided to stay in his office, and await another
call. 

The phone rang. 

The official picked up the phone and heard Kim Il Sung’s voice. 

“It’s getting cloudy outside. Where is the low atmospheric pressure coming from?” 

“From Inner Mongolia.” 
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“Inner Mongolia?” 

“Yes, Sir.” 

“It is regrettable that it is not coming from the south.” 

In previous years low pressure had come from the south around this time of the year, heralding heavy rains. 

The official said confidently, “Sir, it will start raining tomorrow.” 

Kim Il Sung checked the precipitation data and asked: 

“Do you think the low pressure will affect the whole of the country?” 

“It seems to me that it is so weak that it will extend only to the central part of the country.” 

“Only to the central part of the country?” 

“Yes, Sir.” 

After a pause, Kim Il Sung said in a gloomy tone, “I am so worried…” 

The official could not understand why the news disappointed him. 

“It is regrettable that the low pressure will extend only to the middle of Korea. Our compatriots in the southern
half should also eat rice, shouldn’t they? The drought has lasted there for several months.” 

Then the official understood what was worrying Kim Il Sung and said: “Sir, low pressure will come from the
south in a fortnight.” 

But he said, still worried: “In a fortnight? Every day counts.” He hung up the phone. 

The following day the long-awaited rain came, bringing joy to the people in the northern half of the country.
But Kim Il Sung still cast worried eyes southwards.

Intrusion of “Patrol Craft Escort 56”

From  December  30  1966  to  January  13  1967,  US  imperialists  and  their  stooges  south  Korean  clique
perpetrated reckless provocation. Their 35 naval vessels intruded the territorial waters of the DPRK 28 times.
In January 1967 alone several of their patrol craft escorts committed intrusion into the territorial waters of the
DPRK. The enemy dispatched PCE Nos. 56 and 59 on the 14th, No. 53 on the 17th and Nos. 56 and 53 on the
18th. On the 19th they sent PCE No. 56 to 38゜40.7´N, 128゜26.3´E, or 3.9 miles from the extension line of
the Military Demarcation Line to spy out our coastal defence situation. 

The warship cruised the territorial waters of the DPRK and suddenly fired dozens of shells at its coastal area. 
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As a self-defensive measure, the coastal artillery unit of the Korean People’s Army dealt a telling blow to the
enemy warship and sank it at 14:30. 

This was a stern punishment of the Korean people to the war provocateurs who ran amuck in violation of the
Korean  Armistice  Agreement  and  in  disregard  of  the  DPRK’s  repeated  warnings  and  the  protest  of  the
international community.

Jeju Popular Uprising

Ever since the US imperialists occupied south Korea, they have attempted to perpetuate the division of the
Korean nation  and pursued  a colonial  enslavement  policy.  In  October  1947 they brought  to  the UN the
question of Korea, and rigged up the UN Temporary Commission on Korea and made desperate efforts to hold
May 10 separate elections and set up a separate government in south Korea under its supervision. This created
a grave situation in which national and territorial division of Korea would be perpetuated. 

President Kim Il Sung called on the Korean people in the north and south to elect a supreme legislative body
and establishing an all-Korea unified central government, representing the will of all the Korean people, with
a view to tiding over the crisis. 

In response to his appeal,  the south Korean workers and the people of Jeju Island launched the national
salvation struggle against the entry of the commission into south Korea on February 7, 1948. 

The US imperialists arrested, imprisoned and killed more than 10 000 patriots before and after the struggle.
Nevertheless, the south Koreans pitched into the struggle against the ruinous separate elections. 

In late March the Jeju islanders formed a people’s armed organization and established a base in mountainous
area with Mt Halla. In the early morning of April 3 they switched over to an armed revolt. They killed police
officers and their stooges by making an assault on the police substations across the island and restored the
people’s committees which had been forcibly disbanded by the US imperialists. 

This completely frustrated the election on the island and paralyzed the enemy’s ruling mechanism. 

In order to quell their struggle, the US imperialists set up the “Jeju Island Emergence Garrison Headquarters”
and hurled huge troops into a mopping up operation. They set fire to 295 villages which accounted for more
than half of all the villages on the island and killed over 70 000 villagers ruthlessly. 

The uprising clearly showed the unanimous desire and indomitable will of the islanders to categorically reject
foreign  interference and achieve  national  reunification and sovereignty  by the  independent efforts  of the
Korean nation. It also dealt a heavy blow at the US imperialists.

February 7 National Salvation Struggle 

The struggle started on February 7, 1948 after the “United Nations Temporary Commission on Korea” set foot
on south Korea on January 8 that year. 

That day the workers of different plants in south Korea, including those of the Kyongsong Textile Mill in
Yongdungpho, went out on strike, insisting that it was time for them to rise up as the destiny of the country
was at stake. The protest demonstration which began with the strike by the workers in Yongdungpho spread to
Ryongsan, Seoul and Inchon. As of February 7 it swept across more than 40 cities including Seoul, Taejon,
Mokpho, Pusan and Inchon. 
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It brought together more than 80 000 workers from hundreds of factories and enterprises. The protestors took
to the streets and attacked the police stations under the active support of the citizens in Seoul and other cities. 

Peasants joined the workers in the struggle. Notably, those in Hamchon, Wanju and Kimje counties attacked
the local police stations and killed the notorious police officers. They dealt a telling blow to the enemies
through various kinds of struggle. 

Students, too, launched school strike and public demonstrations in support of the struggle. 

On February 13 they took to the Tapttong Park, Jongno Street and Namdaemun Street in Seoul to stage
demonstrations.  They  fought  the puppet  police setting  up placards,  reading “No to  the  Entry of  the UN
Temporary Commission on Korea” and shouting slogans. 

On February 7 alone, the patriotic people raided and destroyed 26 local police stations. As of February 25 they
killed 11 policemen, captured 26 guns and 481 bullets, destroyed 61 trains, 27 communications apparatuses
and many bridges and roads, and cut off telegraphic and telephone wires in over 83 places. 

The aggressive nature of the US imperialists and the true colours of the “UN Temporary Commission on
Korea”, a tool for US aggression, were unveiled through the struggle. The struggle also gave an immense
impact on foiling the ruinous May 10 separate election in south Korea.

US—Chief Culprit of the Kwangju Massacre

In May, 35 years ago the whole of Kwangju of South Jolla Province turned into a sea of blood. Thousands of
citizens were killed and 14 000 people injured in their struggle against fascist dictatorship and for democratic
freedom and right. 

The Kwangju massacre was a historic tragedy orchestrated by the US imperialists. 

On May 13, 1980, the then commander of the US forces in south Korea and the commander of the south 
Korea-US Combined Forces, John Wickham, met Chun Doo Hwan, Ju Yong Bok, the then south Korean 
defence minister and others. He then flew to his country and gained the approval of enforcing a fascist 
crackdown on May 17. Consequently, a meeting of major officers of the south Korean puppet army was held, 
in which such detailed issues as on placing the whole of south Korea under “emergency martial law” and 
clamping down on the democratic forces on a full scale were made public. 

On May 22, when the popular uprising in Kwangju reached its peak, a meeting of the National Security 
Council was held in the White House. At the meeting the then US Secretary of State, Secretary of Defence, 
CIA Director, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Asia-Pacific affairs and other high-ranking officials 
discussed how to deal with the uprising. 
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Zbigniew Brzezinski, the then special security adviser to the US President, said that the “Kwangju rioters 
should be put down with an iron fist”. The then US ambassador to south Korea told Chun Doo Hwan that the 
situation in Kwangju could not be saved simply by the deployment of a martial army or by the security 
maintenance by police. He also said: This is a great opportunity for special airborne troops to uplift their guts. 
The way to make the rebels held spellbound to give in is the ruthless crackdown. His remarks were no more 
than an order to slaughter the Kwangju citizens. 

The US also supported the massacre by military means. 

It hurled into the operation five airborne regiments equipped with tanks, armour, artilleries, missiles and 
warplanes, an infantry division, armoured division and air force units, etc, all of which belonged to the 
combined forces. 

John Wickham said: Weapon is needed for politics. Nothing will be harmful even though the population in 
Kwangju may be reduced by some hundreds of thousand. 

The US forces even provided a large aircraft to carry the martial army. Besides, the US placed the 40 000-
strong GIs in south Korea on DEFCON 3, and deployed many battleships including an aircraft carrier and a 
plane fitted with AWACS in the territorial waters of south Korea from its soil. 

The US not only gave detailed orders on the massacre but also provided a task force to the south Korean 
puppet group and directly commanded them. 

The then commander of the martial army, Ri Hui Song, said during the hearing organized by the “Kwangju 
special committee” that the operation to quell the uprising in Kwangju had had to be postponed until May 24 
as it was in need of negotiation between south Korea and the US. His remark testifies to the fact that the 
massacre was committed under the US direct command. 



On May 26, the day before the final crackdown on the Kwangju rebellion, the chief of operation staff of the 
combined forces drew up a detail plan with the south Korean martial army. 

The US always stood on the side of the martial army during the massacre. 

On the last day of their resistance hundreds of Kwangju citizens who were defending the provincial 
administration office asked the US ambassador US mediation on the phone. But the US side rejected their 
request on the plea of non-intervention in the internal affairs and commented on several occasions that they 
felt at ease about the restoration of public order in Kwangju and that the conflict had not spread all over the 
whole country. 

The American witnesses to the massacre confirmed that the US was a partner
who put down the popular uprisings in Kwangju and other cities of south
Korea. 

All these facts prove that the Kwangju massacre was organized and conducted
by the US. 

Decades of years have passed, but the US, the chief culprit of the massacre,
still remains in south Korea. 

The Korean people will never pardon the US criminal acts against the Korean nation which have lasted for 
centuries. They will put an end to the US domination over south Korea and accomplish the historic cause of 
national reunification. 

Dr. Choe Yon Ju 
Lecturer of Kim Il Sung University

Their Aspirations Should Be Realized

Fifty five years ago the south Korean people launched a mass struggle to put an end to the colonial rule of the 
US imperialists and the fascist rule of their stooges and achieve an independent life. This struggle, called the 
April Popular Uprising, occupies a significant page in the history of the movement of the south Korean 
people. 

The uprising swept across south Korea involving several million people. It was an outburst of the pent-up 
indignation of the south Korean people who were under the colonial rule of the US imperialists and the fascist 
rule of their stooges for 15 years after Korea’s liberation. 

The traitor Syngman Rhee who had maintained his “regime” by dint of the fascist police rule with the backing
of the US revealed his wild ambition to win another term in the fraudulent election held on March 15, 1960. 
Meanwhile, not only workers and citizens but students of secondary and higher schools staged 
demonstrations, shouting “Reject the fraudulent election” and “The current election is void. Don't count the 
votes”. 

Dumbfounded, Syngman Rhee placed the whole of south Korea under martial law and issued an order to put 
down the demonstrations. This enraged the south Korean people of different social strata including youth and 
students to rise up in the struggle against the crackdown. The participants in the struggle fought against the 
fascist oppression at the risk of their lives, shouting “Corrupt politics must retire!”, “Down with the Syngman 
Rhee regime!” and other slogans, and eventually overthrew the dictatorial Syngman Rhee regime, pro-
American, flunkeyist and traitorous. 
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Through the uprising the south Korean people demonstrated that a fascist regime which depends upon pro-
Americanism and flunkeyism would inevitably fall into a cesspool of history. The uprising gave a telling blow
to the US which had pursued a policy of colonial subjugation in south Korea and showed that a patriotic force 
would be easily able to defeat any dictatorial group if they wage a stubborn struggle in unity. 

Since then 55 years passed, but the aspirations of the south Korean people for independence, democracy and 
national reunification have not yet been realized. 

The achievements the participants in the uprising made at the cost of their blood to democratize the south 
Korean society have been flagrantly trampled upon by the United States and the pro-American conservative 
forces of south Korea. 

It is the consistent strategy of the US to place the whole of the Korean peninsula under its control and realize 
its ambition to hold sway over the Asia-Pacific region using south Korea as a foothold. 

Proceeding from this strategy, the US has stood in the way of the movement of the Korean people for national 
reunification and constantly aggravated tension on the Korean peninsula, while tightening its political and 
military grip on south Korea. 

As an example, it decided to indefinitely delay its transfer of wartime operation right to south Korea. Now it is
seeking to deploy the THAAD in south Korea. In particular, it is resorting to the machinations to isolate and 
stifle the DPRK with a foolish scheme to drive it to a collapse in the long run, finding fault with its “nuclear 
and human rights issues.” In the meantime, it is reinforcing its aggressive armed forces in south Korea and is 
ceaselessly staging joint military exercises with south Korea in a bid to threaten the DPRK militarily and 
mount a nuclear war against it. Through large-scale joint military exercises with its puppet bellicose forces of 
south Korea which are targeted at aggression on the DPRK the United States is driving the Korean peninsula 
to a touch-and-go situation. 

Given to flunkeyism and dependence on foreign forces, the present puppet ruling forces of south Korea are 
selling out the national dignity and interests, very often referring to the need to tighten the alliance with the 
US. They are a group of traitors without the slightest national self-respect who bring disgrace on their fellow 
countrymen by shamelessly fawning on their American master and carry forward the dirty history of toeing 
the line of outside forces. Hence, the US is intensifying its domination and subordination over south Korea. 
Moreover, all the elementary achievements for democracy won by the south Korean people at the cost of their 
blood are being trampled upon. 
Recently it has been made public that south Korea and the US cooked up a plot of political terrorism aimed at 
offending the leadership of the revolution, army-people unity and dignified socialist system of the DPRK. 
Some spies of south Korea perpetrated espionage against the DPRK under the manipulation of the US and the 
south Korean puppet group. The largest-ever case is sparking off soaring indignation among the Korean army 
and people. 

As long as the US military occupation and control of south Korea and the traitors who try to curry favour with
the aggressors are left intact, the south Korean people will not be freed from misfortunes and sufferings and 
the Korean peninsula escaped from the danger of war once and for all. 

The reality demands that the south Korean people turn out in the patriotic struggle for independence, 
democracy and national reunification while strongly opposing and rejecting the US domination and 
intervention and the moves of the puppet conservative group steeped in pro-Americanism and flunkeyism and 
confrontation with fellow countrymen, following the example of the participants in the uprising. 



Herein lies the way to realize the aspiration of the participants, as well as the long-cherished desire of all the 
south Korean people for independence, democracy and national reunification.

Occupation of US Cultural Service in Seoul 

This struggle in 1985, followed by the arson attacks in Kwangju and Pusan in 1980 and 1982 and the blasting 
attack in Taegu in 1983, was the last of the strikes at the four US cultural services in south Korea. It lasted 
from 12:00 on May 23 to 12:00 on May 26. 

Students numbering 73 from Seoul, Koryo, Yonsei, Songgyungwan and Sogang universities joined the 
struggle. 

Around at noon on the 23rd the attackers instantly brought under their control the reading hall on the first 
floor of the US institution and then blocked it up. They called up the general students council of their 
universities and a broadcasting station, asking them to notify their colleagues of the fact that they occupied the
institution. They put up slogans on the windows and walls of the building and scattered leaflets. 

They shouted slogans such as “US, Go Out”, “US, Take the Blame for Situation in Kwangju and Openly 
Apologize”, “US Is to Blame for Massacre in Kwangju”, “The Truth of Situation in Kwangju and Those Who 
Are to Blame for Kwangju Massacre Must Be Made Public before People”, “US, Stop Support for Military 
Dictatorship”, “Chun Doo Hwan, Step Down” and “Down with Military Junta”. 

The students held out having nothing but salt and water for meals and demanded formal dialogue with the US 
side. 

Consequently, 11 rounds of dialogue took place between both sides. Eventually the US side had no other 
option but to admit that a martial army was committed to put down the uprising in Kwangju under its 
approval. 

As there was no tangible progress in the dialogue, the students released their occupation of the institution in 
view of the North-South Red Cross Talks to be held on May 28. 

The occupation of the US Cultural Service in Seoul by the south Korean students gave a telling blow to the 
US imperialists. It laid bare the crimes of the US imperialists, the colonial ruler of south Korea and the 
mastermind behind the massacre in Kwangju.

Incendiary Attack on US Cultural Service in Pusan

The US Cultural Service in Pusan, one of the local branches of the US overseas information department in 
south Korea, sets it as its mission to propagate decadent Yankee culture and corrupt American style of living, 
anti-communism, worship and fear of the United States, dependence on the United States, national nihilism 
and bourgeoisie reactionary ideas among the south Korean people, so as to justify the occupation of south 
Korea by the US and its attempts to bring south Korea under its control and domination. 

Late in December 1981 the members of the Saeppyol Society, including some students of Pusan Koryo 
College of Theology, discussed a plan to set fire to the US Cultural Service in Pusan as part of their struggle 
against the United States. 

They selected those who were to participate in the incendiary attack and prepared them ideologically. In the 
late evening of March 14 the following year they gathered and agreed to launch their attack at 2 20 in the 
afternoon on the 18th. 
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On the designated day they began to act simultaneously—four for arson attack and three for scattering leaflets.
The arson group started action 20 minutes earlier than the scheduled time in accordance to the changed 
circumstances. So they sprinkled gasoline over the building of the US Cultural Service with a floor space of 
600 hectares and kindled a fire at 2 00. The fierce flames instantly engulfed the concrete building as if to 
represent the south Korean people’s anger against the US imperialists. As a result, the ground floor of the 
building which housed 6 000 reactionary books to paralyze the ideological consciousness of the local people 
was razed to the ground. 

The horror-stricken employees on the ground floor ran away with all haste, and the head of the Pusan office of
the American embassy in south Korea jumped down from the first floor to get seriously injured. 

Concurrently, the leaflets-scattering group scattered 800 leaflets which bore such slogans as ‘US, Give Up 
Attempt to Turn This Country into Its Subject Nation and Leave This Land’, ‘We Denounce US Neo-
colonialism’, ‘We Stand against Korea-Japan Economic Cooperation’, ‘We Censure Chun Doo Hwan Military
Junta’ and ‘Workers and Farmers, Rise Up in Uprising’ from the third floor of a department store and the 
second floor of a theatre. The bills carried the unprecedented strong sentiments, demands and determination of
the participants in the struggle against the US, Japan and the south Korean regime. 

The incendiary attack on the US Cultural Service in Pusan was an outburst of the pent-up indignation of the 
south Korean people against the US imperialist aggressors who pursued a colonial policy for nearly half a 
century. It was a shocking event which marked a new turn for the active anti-US struggle for independence in 
south Korea. 

The struggle caused a great sensation at home and abroad and gave a telling blow at the US imperialists and 
the puppet south Korean authorities.

OAH-23G Incident 

As part of their ceaseless provocative attempts to ignite a new war in Korea, the US imperialist aggressors 
sent on August 17, 1969, OAH-23G, an espionage helicopter, deep into the airspace of the DPRK, instead of 
drawing lessons from the incidents of the capture of their armed spy ship Pueblo and shooting down of their 
giant spy plane EC-121 by the heroic Korean People’s Army. 

That day the KPA shot down the helicopter and captured its three airmen. 

This measure was a legitimate and stern punishment of the Korean people to the US imperialist aggressors 
who were recklessly seeking to infringe upon the sovereignty of the DPRK. 

Just as they had done before, so the US imperialists tried their utmost to cover up their criminal scheme, but in
vain. 

After all, the United States signed a letter of apology at a meeting of the chief representatives of the Military 
Armistice Commission held in Panmunjom on December 3, 1969. 

In the letter the US confessed that it had violated the Armistice Agreement by sending its war plane deep into 
the airspace of the DPRK. It also stated that it shall be held entirely responsible for flagrantly infringing upon 
the sovereignty of the DPRK and that it apologized to the DPRK for its crime, promising that it would never 
again commit such a crime and that it would strictly observe the Armistice Agreement. 

In this way the US revealed itself as an offender and a criminal. 
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The DPRK side, with due regard to the fact that US had made an apology for its criminal acts and promised to
keep the Armistice Agreement, expelled the captured airmen in the daytime that day. 

Through the OAH-23G Incident the KPA demonstrated its invincible might and dealt a heavy blow to the US 
imperialist aggressors in their attempts to mount a new war. It served as a great inspiration to those foreign 
people who were waging an anti-imperialist and anti-US struggle.

The   Pueblo Incident

On January 23, 1968, the KPA (Korean People’s Army) naval ships captured a US armed spy ship, Pueblo, 
and its 80-odd crew members. It had intruded into the territorial waters of the DPRK, or 7.6 miles away from 
Ryo Island off Wonsan at latitude 39 degrees 17.4 minutes north and longitude 127 degrees 46.9 minutes east, 
and had been conducting acts of espionage. 

The ship was dispatched by the US Central Intelligence Agency and equipped with modern and precision 
radar facilities that could detect the locations of foreign military bases. 

The locations of the military bases of the DPRK were marked on the map of the crew members. According to 
its logbook, the ship left the Sasebo Port of Japan in December 1967 on the superior’s order and intruded 
several times into the territorial waters of the DPRK on reconnaissance missions. 

In capturing the spy ship the DPRK was exercising its sovereign rights. It was also a natural punishment to the
US aggressors, a menace to peace in the Far East and the rest of the world. 

Nevertheless, the United States claimed that the ship had been in the international waters and had never 
committed acts of espionage, while attempting to threaten the Korean people militarily in a bid to bring them 
to their knees. 

It convened the National Security Council on January 24 and 25 and adopted a decision to launch “military 
retaliation”. According to the decision, it hurled its ground, naval and air forces into threatening the DPRK. 

Due to these frantic attempts a grave situation in which a war could break out at any moment was created on 
the Korean peninsula. 

With the situation having reached such a pass, President Kim Il Sung delivered a historic speech on February
8, 1968, in which he clarified the steadfast determination and revolutionary stand of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea and the Korean people. 

Inspired by the principled and firm stand, the Korean army and people turned out to prepare for combat with a
determination to defeat the enemy at a stroke if they dared to attack. 

In the face of the DPRK’s resolute stand and might, the US had no choice but to kneel down and recognize its 
crimes. 

The US signed a letter of apology for the acts espionage and hostility by the Pueblo and of guarantee about no
further intrusion of its any war vessels into the territorial waters of the DPRK. 

Through the Pueblo incident the Korean people demonstrated to the whole world their invincible might as 
people who were solidly united around Kim Il Sung, and the justness and validity of the self-defensive line 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea.
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Intrusion of RB-47 Spy Plane 

Entering the 1960s the US imperialist aggressors came up with more frequent military provocations against 
the DPRK than ever before in the area along the Military Demarcation Line. On April 28, 1965 the US RB-47 
spy plane intruded into the territorial airspace of the DPRK for the second time. It had been conducting aerial 
espionage in the sky over Sinchang and Riwon. 

The relatively well-equipped spy plane engaged in espionage operations in the DPRK and other Asian 
countries from 1957. 

It was equipped with seven long-distance cameras, a mapping device, automatic facilities for radar detection 
and its frequency and other reconnaissance equipment. It was designed to carry several crew. 

The aircraft force of the Korean People’s Army identified the plane and shot it down. This was a legitimate, 
self-defensive measure of the Korean people against the US military provocation as well as a natural 
punishment. 

However the arrogant US imperialist aggressors called for “retaliation”, massing a huge armed force in the 
area along the Military Demarcation Line and resorting to reckless provocations. 

But their attempts ended in failure by the single-heartedly united Korean people and their powerful military 
strength.

Struggle against June 8 “Rigged Election” 

On June 8, 1967 an election to membership of “National Assembly” was held in south Korea under the 
manipulation of the US imperialists. 

The election was an unprecedented event in history in its fraudulent and repressive aspect. 

That day the students and other people of different social strata turned out in a popular political struggle 
against the puppet authorities which attempted to elongate the state of armistice and pursued an anti-popular 
and traitorous policy. 

The south Korean authorities hurled 35 000 policemen, 370 000 agents of the Central Intelligence Agency, 
320 000 police agents and 20 000 members of the Anti-espionage Corps and other repressive forces into the 
operation to quell the unrest. In such a terror-stricken atmosphere swept over south Korea they rigged up the 
results of the election: The ballots were sold and replaced or cast in an anonymous and wholesale way. 

The fraudulent “election” sparked off the pent-up anger of the south Korean youth and people against the 
authorities, driving them to a struggle against them. 

The struggle started with the demonstrations to denounce and oppose the “election” which were held in South 
Jolla, North and South Chungchong and South Kyongsang provinces between June 8 and 9, and the rally and 
demonstration against the election of the Yonsei University on June 9. 

The scale of the struggle expanded rapidly across the vast area including Seoul, Pusan and other 30 cities and 
counties and lasted for over 20 days. 
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From the outset the struggle was intensely waged and organized under the guidance of the Revolutionary 
Party for Reunification. The crowds held demonstrations, protest meetings and ceremonies of burning the 
criminals in effigy, shouting such slogans “June 8 election is totally invalid,” “Death penalty to the 
mastermind of June 8 election,” and “Uproot rotten politics.” 

The demonstrators resisted the fascist repression of the enemy with stone and stick, knocking down more than
250 heavily armed riot police. They stood against the election to the puppet president and the “National 
Assembly” of south Korea and the military fascist rule and for right to living and democratic freedom. 

The struggle, attended by 204 000 students from 145 universities and high schools, plus 32 000 workers, 
farmers and other people of all walks of life, gave a telling blow to the enemy.

Tok Islets Maritime Incident 

On June 8 1948, more than 30 south Korean fishing boats were engaged in fishing on the sea off Tok Islets 
beside Ullung Island. 

Around 11:48 a squadron of US B-29 bombers appeared all of a sudden and dropped bombs and fired machine
guns at the fishermen sinking 11 fishing boats and killing 14 fishermen. And many were lost and injured. 

This heinous onslaught committed by the US aggressor forces in a few years after Korea’s liberation was an 
extension of thrice-cursed crimes of the US imperialists who had perpetrated all sorts of barbarities against the
Korean people since they stretched out tentacles of their aggression upon Korea and a revelation of their 
wolfish nature.

“Group for Communization of South Korea” Incident 

From March 1967 the puppet south Korean authorities arrested and executed 325 south Koreans including 
scholars and students who were studying in France, west Germany, United States and other countries under 
the cooked-up pretext that they followed north Korea and engaged in spying activities in south Korea. 

In a public trial the victims claimed that accusations and statements were an out-and-out fabrication. They 
fought bravely against the colonial rule over south Korea by the US imperialists and the fascist oppression of 
the south Korean puppet clique and for social democracy and national reunification. 

In December 1967 after more than ten rounds of trial the puppet clique sentenced them to severe punishments 
including death penality. 

When the defendants took a firm stand against the groundless judgment, the case was passed to the puppet 
Supreme Court. 

The puppet clique, in a bid to turn the court of appeal reactionary, had a notice in the name of the “Association
of Patriotic Citizens” put up in different parts of Seoul and sent threatening letters to the judges. 

As a result, the court of appeal in December 1968 ended in a similar way to the previous one. 

The incident serves as an example of the heinous aspect of the political judgment by the fascist ruling circles 
in south Korea.
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Occupation of American Information Service

On the morning of December 2, 1985 students of Jonnam University and Jonbuk University of south Korea 
brought the American Information Service in Kwangju City under their possession and called for meeting with
the American ambassador and opening a joint forum with the Democratic Justice Party. 

That day six of them in the guise of those who went there to read books entered the information service and 
then three others broke into the building after they were deterred by policemen who sensed out what the 
students were trying to do. 

The students who earlier went into the building threw two dry batteries at the chasing policemen, shouting 
“Here are explosives”. When the horror-stricken policemen were at a loss what to do next, the intruders 
nimbly went into the room of the president of the information service. 

They locked the door inside and posted on the window facing the street the placards which read, “We Want 
Adoption of Three People’s Principles,” and “Scrap the Policy of Opening Our Import Market, a Threat 
to People’s Right to Existence”. They then went over to a sit-in protest, wearing headbands bearing the letters 
"Three People’s Principles" written in red colour against a white background and shouting such slogans 
as “We turn down US demand for opening our import market!” 

The demonstrators scattered out of the window four printed materials including Message to US 
Administration and Warning: Why We Had to Enter the American Information Service to the effect that the 
United States should apply pressure on south Korea for opening its import market no longer. 

The puppet south Korean authorities encircled the American Information Service and threatened the students 
by mobilizing a huge number of police force. But the students responded to this by setting up a barricade and 
attacking the police with petrol bombs. The fight between the two sides lasted more than nine hours. 

Similar incidents occurred on December 9, 1980 and November 20, 1982, with the result that the American 
Information Service was enveloped in flames by the attack of students and other people of south Korea. 

The occupation of the American Information Service in Kwangju City greatly stimulated the south Korean 
people in their struggle for independence and democracy and against Americanism and fascism.

Massacre at Ragyon Mine

During the Fatherland Liberation War (June 25, 1950–July 27, 1953) the US imperialists committed an awful 
massacre at the Ragyon Mine, Jangyon County, South Hwanghae Province when the Korean People’s Army 
was on a temporary strategic retreat. The organizer of the massacre was Harrison, ringleader of the massacre 
at Sinchon County. 

The US imperialists, upon swarming into the mine, haphazardly arrested and imprisoned a large number of 
workers and their family members and then inflicted atrocious torture upon them, finally driving them to 
death. 

They killed 802 miners and other innocent people by kicking them into a 110-metre-deep shaft of the mine. 

The atrocious Americans killed a female worker who led the movement to drive one mine car by one worker 
and her three children by forcing them to lie on the rail and moving a mine car over them. They tied up a 
worker who was a labour innovator in a pit and had his chest driven through to death with a rock drill. 
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They forcibly separated several hundred mothers from their children and then killed them in a pit. Meanwhile,
they buried to death the children who were crying out in search of their mothers. 

Inmin, Jungsan, Ori, and many other pits of the mine, Norumegi Pass, and Puldang and Sokjang valleys are 
stained with the blood shed by the patriots and other local people who fell victim to the brutal crimes of the 
US imperialists. 

But, the US aggressors could not bring the workers of the mine to their knees. 

The massacre revealed more clearly the barbarous nature of the US imperialists.

Kochang Massacre

During the Fatherland Liberation War the US imperialists killed the Korean people in a bestial manner without
scruple wherever they set foot. 

Between late 1950 and early 1951 they hurled a battalion of the south Korean army into killing large numbers 
of innocent people in Kochang County, South Kyongsang Province. 

Having sustained repeated defeats by the counterattack of the heroic Korean People’s Army, they mobilized 
the south Korean troops in setting fire on more than 1 200 households and killing innocent people in the 
vicinity of Puksang Sub-county from late 1950 to maintain a “safe rear”, insisting that the local people had 
established secret ties with guerillas. 

In February 1951 the 3rd Battalion, 9th Regiment, 11th Division of the puppet south Korean Army burnt away
over 700 households in six ris of Sinwon Sub-county including Taehyon, Waryong and Songdon. They took 
away 109 young people to a place and shot them to death by a machine gun, and locked the rest of them in the
Sinwon primary school. They killed 537 of the detainees en masse in a valley of Mt. Pak, burnt them away by 
means of gasoline and then exploded the mountain lest their crime was made public. 

But later their crime was laid bare by the local people. 

Infuriated with the crime, the south Korean people waged a more resolute struggle against the US imperialists 
and the south Korean puppet clique.
East Sea Incident 

At the instigation of the US imperialists the south Korean puppets had their naval vessel intrude into the 
territorial waters of the DPRK on June 28, 1974. 

This military provocation was aimed at tiding over their crisis and justifying their fascist crimes and moves to 
ignite a war under the signboard of anti-communism by extensively launching a campaign against the DPRK 
and diverting the attention of the south Korean people. 

Around 8:50 a heavily-armed warship of the puppet south Korean army wormed its way into the area 6.2 
miles north of the Military Demarcation Line and east of Suwondan which is under the jurisdiction of the 
DPRK and fired several hundreds of bullets at a naval vessel of the Korean People’s Army which was making 
routine patrols of the area before trying to escape southwards. 

In response to this the other KPA warships sank an enemy’s warship and captured several provokers as an 
immediate and self-defencive measure. 
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Far from apologizing the KPA for their provocation, the puppet south Korean clique, however, deployed 
several fighters into the airspace of the DPRK, east of Jangadae, and bombarded at a KPA patrol ship between 
11:03 and 11:14. 

When their planned and organized military provocation was made public, the puppet clique called the chief of 
the unit to which the warship belonged to Seoul to save the situation. After consultation they announced that 
they would dispatch him to the spot and search the hull and belongings of the sunken warship. And they tried 
to cover up their aggressive design, insisting that the controversial armed warship was located on high seas. 

Notwithstanding, when they found that there was no denying the fact that their warship remained sunken 
under the territorial waters of the DPRK on the East Sea of Korea and those engaged in provocation were 
under the control of the DPRK, they let their minister of defence confess at the Defence Committee of the 
National Assembly on July 1 that the warship went down about 6.5 miles north of the MDL. 

This incident disclosed once again the aggressive scheme of the US imperialists and the puppet south Korean 
clique and proved that the provokers cannot evade the judgment of history.

Starter of Korean War

The National Peace Committee of Korea in a statement on June 25 said the Korean war of aggression ignited 
by the US imperialists and the south Korean puppet forces was the thrice-cursed crime. 

On June 25, 1950 the US imperialists instigated traitor Syngman Rhee to launch a surprise attack on the 
DPRK and killed the Korean people by the most cruel means and methods and reduced north Korea to debris, 
the statement noted, and continued: 

More than 1.2 million guiltless, peaceable civilians were massacred in cold blood by barbarous man-killers 
hell-bent on aggression and man-hunting and mountains and rivers were drenched with human blood. Planes 
of the US imperialist aggressors indiscriminately dropped nearly 600 000 tons of bombs and napalm bombs 
on the areas of the DPRK, reducing them to such horrible ashes that not a single house and a piece of brick 
were left undestroyed. 

Human history records the cruelest and most shuddering crimes committed by the Hitler fascist junta during 
the Second World War, but the atrocities perpetrated by the Yankee imperialists during the Korean war put the 
Hitler fascists into the shade in brutality, cruelty and barbarity. 

But the aggressors could not bring to their knees the heroic people who turned out in do-or-die resistance to 
defend the sovereignty of the country. Finally, they were compelled to sign the document of surrender before 
the army and people of the DPRK. 

The US imperialists have worked more desperately to ignite a new war in order to realize their scenario of 
aggression against the DPRK, far from drawing a lesson from the shameful defeat they sustained in the war. 

The US imperialists and their lackeys south Korean military gangsters are staging farces of extolling to the 
sky their war crimes, describing the last Korean war as “the war which checked the north’s southward 
invasion.” 

All the Koreans in the north and the south should courageously turn out in a sacred battle to deal sledge 
hammer blows at those enemies keen to bring the dark clouds of a nuclear war to the land. 
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The UN and other international organizations and the world peace-loving people should clearly understand 
who the arch criminal harassing peace on the Korean peninsula is and resolutely shatter the warmongers’ 
reckless attempt to ignite a war of aggression. 

The US and the puppet forces should not run amuck, clearly mindful of the catastrophic consequences to be 
entailed by the second Korean war. 

US and S. Korean Puppet Forces Condemned for Provoking 1950 Korean War 

The National Reunification Institute released on June 24 an indictment terming the US imperialists and the 
south Korean puppet forces provokers of the Korean war and aggressors and harassers of peace who run 
amuck to ignite a war of aggression against the DPRK. The indictment said: 

The US imperialists landed in south Korea to launch aggression and divide the Korean nation into two right 
after Japan’s defeat in August 1945. They then buckled down to making full-fledged preparations for a war 
against the DPRK. 

Enforcing a military rule in south Korea, they worked hard to create socio-political environment favourable 
for rallying pro-US and reactionary forces and igniting a war. 

The true colours of the US as a chief culprit who spearheaded the preparations for provoking the Korean war 
were brought to light by its moves for organizing the puppet army and rapidly reinforcing it so that it might 
play the role of a shock brigade in executing the war. 

In order to hold the prerogative of commanding the puppet army, the US imperialists signed an agreement on 
setting up a US military advisors’ group in south Korea in January 1950. Military advisers were sent even to 
regiments and battalions, to say nothing of divisions of the south Korean army, to hurl them into exercises for 
a war. 

For the modernization of the puppet army, the US gave the Syngman Rhee clique military aid worth 110 
million US dollars as well as lots of weaponry in 1949. 

2 627 billion US dollars were spent for arming the soldiers of the puppet army in the 1948-1950 period. The 
Syngman Rhee clique directed 45 percent of the “government” budget to the military purposes. 

The US imperialists channeled all efforts into mapping out a war scenario while making preparations for a war
against the north. 

From the outset of 1949, they set it as their immediate task to “invade the north” and buckled down to 
working out a war scenario with KATO and History Class of G-3 comprising generals of the imperial 
Japanese army belonging to G-2 of MacArthur’s Command as main players and with the head of the US 
military advisors’ group Robert and bosses of the puppet army involved. 

They studied and worked out A,B,C plans envisaging occupying Korea, Manchuria and Siberia and also 
drafted a military action program for the invasion of Korea related to A plan. 

To invent a pretext for starting the Korean war, the US imperialists and the puppet forces committed more 
than 5 150 armed provocations in the areas along the 38th Parallel from 1947 to right before the outbreak of 
the war. 

In 1949 alone, the puppet forces committed 2 617 provocations. 
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The US imperialists and the puppet forces became all the more frantic in their moves to launch the war all of a
sudden and shift the blame for the provocation of the war on to the DPRK. 

Under the command of the US military advisers just as planned by the operational scenario, the puppet forces 
launched a sudden armed invasion of the DPRK in all areas along the 38th Parallel at 4 o’clock on June 25. 

Just as was drafted in the scenario, the US imperialists convened an emergency meeting of the UN Security 
Council on June 25 and rammed through it UN Resolution No. 82 to brand the DPRK as an “aggressor”. 

By describing the counterattack by the Korean People’s Army as an “attack on the UN”, they worked out UN 
Resolution No. 83 on June 27 in order to hurl into the Korean war a large number of American troops and 
those of their allies. 

On July 7 they cooked up UN Resolution No. 84 to organize “UN Forces” and “UN Command”. 

By illegally working out the UN Security Council resolutions by abusing the UN name, the US tried hard to 
cover up its nature as provoker of the Korean war and aggressor. 

The fierce war of the US-led imperialist allied forces against the just two year-old DPRK lasted for three 
years. 

The US imperialists made desperate efforts to put the DPRK under its control even by abusing the UN name 
but the myth of their “mightiness” was shattered to smithereens. 

Far from drawing a lesson from the shameful defeat they sustained in the Korean war the US imperialists and 
the south Korean puppet forces openly put military pressure on the DPRK, crying out for “advance to the 
north” even before the ink got dry on the Armistice Agreement. 

The US armed buildup moves for a new war have become all the more undisguised in recent days. 

The US imperialists and the south Korean puppet forces have persistently conducted DPRK-targeted nuclear 
war exercises for more than half a century and they have become all the more vicious in the 2000s. 

The US and the south Korean puppet forces conducted more than 18 000 war exercises against the DPRK 
under various codenames over the past over more than six decades after the ceasefire. 

The US and the south Korean warmongers’ nuclear war exercises against the DPRK have reached an 
extremely dangerous phase after Park Geun Hye took office. 

They are sadly mistaken if they think they can get something by provoking another Korean war, the 
indictment said. 

In the Korean war in the 1950s they could barely survive by signing the surrender document. But they should 
clearly understand that if they ignite a war of aggression again, none of them will survive to sign the surrender
document and they will meet a miserable end in the face of the merciless retaliatory strikes by Songun Korea, 
the indictment stressed.

US and S. Korean Warmongers Can Never Evade Responsibility for Igniting Korean War 
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The Korean war was an aggressive one which the US imperialists ignited to dominate the whole Korean 
peninsula and gain supremacy over the world by instigating the south Korean puppet forces. 

The US pushed forward its moves to invade the DPRK on a full scale according to its policy of aggression on 
the DPRK after its military occupation of south Korea. 

The US set up a group specializing in the operation plan and intelligence activities in MacArthur’s Command 
and studied and shaped a war scenario for years by mobilizing the “History Class” and “KATO” institutions 
made up of generals and senior officers of the Imperial Japanese Army. 

In June, 1948 the US enacted the first “draft law” in peacetime in its history to increase its armed forces which
will play a key role in the Korean war, drastically increased the military budget and grappled with the 
organization and expansion of the south Korean puppet army. 

The US imperialists regarded it as an important link in the whole chain of their preparations for the war to 
have the command of the south Korean puppet army. They exercised direct control over recruit, organization, 
education and training of the puppet army units through the group of officers for military administration and 
military advisory group and offered south Korea military aid to the tune of a billion US dollars and introduced
a lot of weapons and equipment into it. 

Based on the above-said war preparations, the US imperialists ignited the Korean war by launching a sudden 
strike at the DPRK on June 25, 1950. 

Every June the US and south Korean puppet forces hold “war memorial events” with a flourish of trumpets to 
shift the blame for igniting the war onto the DPRK and create the climate of extreme confrontation with the 
fellow countrymen. 

With nothing can they evade the responsibility for unleashing the Korean war.

History Tells Who Started the Korean War

On June 25, 64 years ago, cities and villages of the DPRK were covered with fierce flames of the war 
the US imperialists and south Korean puppet army of Syngman Rhee-led 
regime started against it. 
The Korean war was a gangster-like one unprecedented in the world history. 
Many historical materials from the documents of the US and south Korea 
seized during the war and other historical materials testify to the fact why they 
started the war by enlisting huge armed forces. 

First of all, the Korean war was the extension of the deep-rooted criminal 
policy of aggression against Korea pursued by the US. 

Since long ago the US had set it forward as its state policy to put Korea, 
gateway to the Asian Continent, under its domination in order to realize its 

ambition of seizing world hegemony. In pursuit of it, in 1845 the US presented to Congress a bill for 
demanding Korea open up to it. Then it constantly committed armed invasions by dispatching its warships, 
including General Sherman, and sending a lot of guides to aggression in the guise of missionaries. 

The US policy of aggression against Korea continued through centuries before entering its full-scale 
implementation after World War II. 
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At that time the US regarded Korea as a site of political and military confrontation between socialism and 
capitalism in realizing its ambition of gaining world supremacy, an ideological battleground upon which the 
destiny of capitalist world may depend. 

It was proved by an article in The Oregon Journal, dated January 21, 1950, which explained that the Korean 
peninsula, a perimeter of the Asian Continent, was the bridgehead for the most activities in the Pacific region 
and that the US set its foot on south Korea during and after WWII, in view of its strategic importance. It was 
also revealed in the letter sent to US President Harry Truman by Edwin W. Pauley, US presidential 
representative on reparations, after visiting north and south Korea in the early summer of 1946. He wrote in 
the summary of his views that frankly Korea was an ideological battleground upon which entire success of the
US in Asia may depend. 

US President Truman accepted his “counsel” as an American policy toward Korea and designated Korea as a 
“battlefield of ideology” on which all the US “successes” in Asia might rest. The US tried to realize its policy 
aimed at dominating the whole Korea by applying political and diplomatic methods, but in vain. So it 
attempted to achieve its aim with recourse to military aggression, that is, a war. 

John Foster Dulles, who flew to south Korea as a special envoy of the United States, wrote to Syngman Rhee 
on June 20, 1950, “I attach great importance to the decisive role which your country can play in the great 
drama that is unfolding.” In his private telegram sent to Douglas MacArthur in January 1951, President 
Truman said that unity of forces of the “free world” must be achieved through the Korean war, so that they 
could counter the former Soviet Union, deal a blow to the political and military might of China and 
subordinate Japan to them, thus realizing their aim of gaining supremacy over Asia and the rest of the world.

The Korean war was a kind of way out the US found to overcome serious political and economic crises it 
faced at home. 

Owing to the shrinkage in the munitions industry after WWII, unemployment was on the increase and the 
overall economy was caught in a vicious cycle in the US. 

The British magazine Economist wrote that the United States needed a contributor to overcoming the crisis, so
it found it unavoidable to start a war. 

In 1950 the Truman administration and his ruling Democratic Party found themselves in political distress 
caused by the fierce attack by the Republicans for being submissive to communism. Being apprehensive over 
his political career, Truman had to gamble with the Korean war to tide over the crisis by showing his true 
nature as an anti-communist. 

The US also had to start a war so as to rescue Syngman Rhee puppet regime of south Korea which was 
suffering from critical political and economic situations since 1949. 



An American book, The Hidden History of the Korean War, concluded: “It would be most reasonable to figure
that war was the last resort of crazy Syngman Rhee. As the last game the Syngman Rhee government drove 
the country into a civil war, unable to keep itself steady in face of economic destruction, domestic unrest, 
harassment by the hostile National Assembly since his defeat in May, and then the people’s leanings towards 
the peace statement of the north.” 

As the historical materials show, the Korean war was a state policy of the US and a war of aggression. 

However, the US imperialists could not but suffer an ignominious defeat by the Korean People’s Army and 
people who valued justice. 

The US must remember that its invasion of Korea will be followed by Korean people’s victory, and thus never
repeat its past mistake.

Kwangju Popular Uprising   

From March 1980 the flames of anti-fascist struggle for democracy launched by youth and students spread far 
and wide across south Korea. In order to maintain the Yushin dictatorship, Chun Doo Hwan declared an 
“emergency martial law” throughout south Korea on May 17 the same year, which prompted the citizens of 
Kwangju to rise in armed revolt against the “government”. 

This popular uprising started with a demonstration on May 18 by the students of Jeonnam University. The 
youth and students in the city took part in the demonstration in demand of lifting the “emergency martial law”.
When the military authorities committed the heinous airborne troops to enforce a bloody crackdown, the 
enraged demonstrators resisted violently. 

The 
demonstration immediately swept through the whole city, with all other citizens of Kwangju and the workers 
and farmers in the suburbs of the city joining in. The number of demonstrators grew to about 300 000 on May 
21. The demonstrators attacked the ruling machinery, including the provincial and city administration office 
buildings, taking control of them. They then raided armouries and seized thousands of weapons. They also 
took many tanks and armoured vehicles from the “martial law army”. They fought bravely, driving the army 
out of the city and putting Kwangju under their complete control. The flames of resistance spread to most 
regions of South Jolla Province and as far as North Jolla Province, with 17 cities and counties, including 
Mokpho, Raju, Hwasun, Ryonggwang and Tamyang, coming under the control of the demonstrators. 

The demonstrators in Kwangju formed autonomous organs, including the “Civil Administration Committee” 
and the “Democracy Struggle Committee”, as well as armed self-defence units such as the “civilian army”, 
“special guard force” and “shock brigade”. Large-scale mass rallies to denounce the Yushin fascist 
dictatorship were held every day. 

Embarrassed by the developing situation, the Chun Doo Hwan clique reinforced the “martial law army” to 
place several rings of troops around Kwangju, encircling the city. They made military threats and enforced an 
economic blockade while trying to appease the rioters. 
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As the demonstrators offered stubborn resistance, the Chun Doo Hwan military and fascist clique, supported 
by the US imperialists, hurled tens of thousands of regular armed forces, many tanks, armoured cars, 
helicopters and large-calibre guns into another crackdown operation at the dawn of May 27. 

The riot troops barbarically suppressed the demonstrators, firing even choking gas shells, which was 
unprecedented in the history of war. Over 5 000 were slaughtered, 14 000 wounded, and tens of thousands 
arrested in Kwangju. The demonstrators did not yield despite the lack of food and the cut in the supply of 
water and electricity, due to the blockade by the enemy. 

The uprising joined by as many as one million people of all walks of life in and around Kwangju ended in 
failure, but it shook the ruling systems of both the United States in south Korea and the south Korean 
authorities to their very foundations. 

Struggle Against the May 10 Separate Elections 

After Korea’s liberation the US imperialists occupied south Korea and attempted to perpetrate Korea’s 
division and reduce south Korea to their eternal colony. 

In 1947 they unwarrantably took the Korean question to the United Nations, and rigged up the UN Temporary 
Commission (UNTC) on Korea by using their clout. 

All the Korean people in the north and the south waged a vigorous struggle against the UNTC’s entry into 
their country. 

However, the US imperialists managed to bring the UNTC into south Korean on January 8, 1948, and 
frantically endeavoured to rig up a pro-American regime by cooking up the May 10 separate elections. 
President Kim Il Sung convened the Joint Conference of Representatives of Political Parties and Public 
Organizations in North and South Korea in April 1948, in which he set out a policy for achieving the country’s
independent reunification and took measures for national salvation. He also specified immediate tasks for 
dynamically launching a nationwide struggle to frustrate the separate elections. 

As a result, the struggle against the elections took place in all areas of the north and south of Korea. 

The Koreans in the northern half of Korea held mass rallies, demonstrations and other forms of struggle as an 
active support and encouragement to the south Korean people against the ruinous elections. 

Greatly encouraged by this, a million south Korean workers went on a general strike against the separate 
elections and for national salvation on May 8, and others staged demonstrations and rose in revolt across south
Korea. 

According to the curtailed data released by the US military government, 228 “election offices” were attacked 
and malevolent policemen and candidates killed in a week before and after the separate elections. 
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After all, the May 10 separate elections were completely foiled by the people’s gigantic struggle. 

But the US imperialists and their stooges rigged up the puppet separate regime by forging the “election” 
results. To rise against this, the democratic and patriotic political parties and social organizations in north and 
south of Korea unanimously declared the results null and void and disclosed and criticized the US aggressive 
moves and the treacherous acts of Syngman Rhee and other traitors. 

The struggle against the separate elections demonstrated the united strength of the north and south Korean 
people who fight against the colonial enslavement policy of the US and for their country’s independence and 
sovereignty and establishment of a unified government. 

Concrete Wall—Symbol of National Confrontation and Division

In the 1970s the south Korean puppets built a concrete wall allegedly to
ward off “threat from the north’s invasion of the south” so as to perpetrate
the division of the Korean peninsula and create favourable conditions for
mounting another aggressive north-targeted war in collusion with the US
imperialists. 

This barrier extends over 240 kilometres across flat lands, pools and
mountain ridges along the Military Demarcation Line on the south side. 

More than 800 000 million tons of cement, 200 000 million tons of
steel and 3 500 000 million tons of mixtures were spent on the
project. 

The invested amount of cement was enough and to spare to build a
highway between Sinuiju and Pusan. 

The wall stands upright northward and slants southward, so it is
favourable to attack the north. 

Moreover, it is dotted with facilities to deploy pillboxes and heavy 
weapons and observation posts, and anti-tank, anti-personnel mines and wire 
entanglements and other piles of barricades are laid in front of the wall 
facing the north. 

The concrete wall is a “boundary line” to cut the blood line of the Korean 
nation, make national division a fait accompli and secure a vantage point for 
north-targeted military operations and a symbol of national division and 
inter-Korean confrontation.

Ryosu Mutiny

In the early morning of October 20, 1948 some 3 000 soldiers of the 14th regiment of the south Korean army 
stationed in Ryosu, South Jolla Province rose against the US fascist colonial rule and for democracy and the 
country’s reunification and sovereignty. 
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This mutiny broke out as the soldiers disobeyed the “mobilization order” issued by the US imperialists and 
traitor Syngman Rhee to put down the patriotic struggle of Jeju islanders and went over an armed revolt. 

The revolt developed into a popular one as Ryosu  citizens and soldiers of the south Korean army in the 
adjacent areas joined in the struggle. 

The mutineers and civilian people demolished the reactionary ruling organs and liberated Ryosu, Sunchon and
several other areas, shouting such slogans as “Long live General Kim Il Sung!” “Long live the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea!” “Go out, US troops!” and “We oppose the separate regime of south Korea!” 

In the liberated areas the people’s committees were restored and the legitimate activities of democratic 
organizations started. Meanwhile, national traitors were brought to people’s justice and a series of 
revolutionary measures including preparations for enforcing agrarian reform taken. 

As of October 27, the rioters thrust their way into 11 counties of South Jolla and Kyongsang provinces and 
liberated 7 of them. Alarmed at this, the US imperialists and the south Korean rulers placed the riot-torn areas 
under martial law and hurled 60 percent of the south Korean army of the three services into besieging the 
liberated areas and attacking the protesters and suppressing them bestially. 

As a result, the mutiny failed but it demonstrated the indomitable spirit and revolutionary determination of the
south Korean people who stand against the colonial enslavement policy of the US imperialists and the 
treachery of the domestic reactionaries and for democratic system and country’s reunification and sovereignty.

History of Plunder Not To Be Covered 

During its colonial rule over Korea, Japan had robbed it of rich forest resources at random. 

The Japanese imperialists enforced an "Ordinance on Forest" to loot forests in Korea under the pretext of 
"nationalization". And they proclaimed a "Forest Survey Act" on May 1, 1918, allegedly to finally confirm 
Korea's ownership of forest. 

The act was an evil law invented to tighten Japan's colonial rule over Korea and plunder it of all the forest 
resources. 

Under this act, the Japanese imperialists set about the planned and indiscriminate deforestation in Korea.

They made 13 millions of 16 million hectares of forest Japan's property in the plea of "nationalized forest", 
while the rest was distributed to Japanese landlords and pro-Japanese elements. 

30 million cubic meters of timber had been shipped from Korea for Japan between 1931 and 1942, thus 
leaving the dense forests along the shores of Amnok and Tuman rivers depleted. 

Later, the Japanese imperialists seized all the forests in Korea under the pretext of surveying and registering 
the ownership of forests and economic conditions. 

Such illegal plunder is still in the memory of the Korean people, who will surely force Japan to pay dearly for 
its crimes.

US Military Government—Colonial Fascist Ruling Mechanism 
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As soon as they illegally occupied south Korea, the US imperialists, first of all, set up a colonial military 
fascist ruling mechanism there. 

The US troops set foot in south Korea on September 8, 1945. The US imperialists forcibly disbanded the 
people’s committees, power organs which represented the genuine intention of the Korean people, in 
pursuance to “Promulgation No. 1” by MacArthur, and on September 11 announced the installation of a 
military government and appointed Arnold as its first governor. 

In this way, they established the ruling system of the US governor-general under the name of a military 
government in place of the Japanese governor-general system; the Japanese governor and directors were 
replaced by Americans. 

The government-general was renamed into military government. 

After all, the United States appeared as a new ruler of south Korea, its colony, and this gave rise to another 
history of subjugation and collapse in south Korea, a history of national ordeal. 

The US military government existed until Syngman Rhee regime was cooked up in south Korea in 1948.

38th Parallel, Brainchild of US

The 38th Parallel was a product of the US ambition for division of the Korean peninsula into north and south. 

Originally, the latitude 38° north was identified as a borderline between the operational theatres of the Soviet 
and US ground forces and a temporary demarcation line for the purpose of accepting the surrender of the 
Japanese army after the end of the Second World War according to a resolution adopted at the Potsdam 
Conference held from July 17 to August 2, 1945. 

The US imperialists took into accounts the fact that at the time of Japan’s defeat the Japanese troops stationed 
to the north of the 38th parallel were placed under the command of the Japanese Kwantung Army, while those 
to the south came under the command of the field army of the “Imperial Headquarters”. 

After the defeat of the Japanese imperialists they tried to divide Korea into two and reduce south Korea to 
their colonial military base. 

It gave rise to the tragedy of the national and territorial division of the Korean people. 

Now a new military demarcation line drawn by the Korean Armistice Agreement divides the Korean peninsula
into north and south.

Jongphan Press Forged-note Case

This case was fabricated by the US imperialists to find an excuse for outlawing the Communist Party and 
suppressing democratic forces in south Korea. 

The revolutionary advance of democratic forces grew with the days went by in the wake of Korea’s liberation 
(August 15, 1945) from the Japanese military occupation. 
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Scared at this development, the US imperialists tried to split and weaken the south Korean Communist Party 
by employing spies while cooked up a story that the Jongphan Press forged notes in May 1946. (At that time, 
the Jongphan Press was printing Haebang Ilbo, organ of south Korean Communist Party.) 

They used this case as a pretext for lay the blame for the economic crisis and disorder of south Korea ensued 
from their policy of colonial subjugation on the Communist Party, so as to impairing its prestige, outlaw the 
organization and intensify their oppression of the south Korean democratic forcibly closed down the press and
Haebang Ilbo on the cooked-up charge of forging notes. 

Moreover, they imprisoned many Communist Party members and brought them to justice while cruelly 
cracking down on the democratic political parties and social organizations. 

In spite of the protest and denunciation of all the Korean people including the south Korean democratic forces 
the US imperialists and their henchmen put to death the Communist Party members by putting them on trial 
on more than 30 occasions. 

The 38th Parallel and the Division of Korea 

As the entry of the Soviet army into the war against Japan was decided at the Yalta Conference held in 
February 1945, Americans tried to limit the advance of Soviet army towards the east and expand their 
own operational theatre. They took into consideration the fact that their ground force stationed in the 
Philippines, thousands of miles away from the Korean peninsula, could hardly reach the Korean 
peninsula in a short time. Therefore, at the Potsdam Conference held from mid-July that year to early 
August, they avoided discussion about the drawing of a line for the advance of their ground force. 
Instead, they realized a scheme to define the objective of their operations in Korea by their air force 
and navy. They also worked out an operational plan in anticipation of the immediate surrender of 
Japan. 

The US military chiefs held a Coordinating Committee Meeting of Three 
Departments of State, the Army and the Navy on August 10 where they discussed 
the issue of accepting the surrender of the Japanese army, and entrusted the 
operation bureau of the Department of the Army to draw the operational line of the 
US army in an appropriate area of Korea. Those who gathered for this task were 
junior officers below brigadier general such as Dean Rusk (later the US Secretary of 
State) and Charles Bonesteel (the future commander of the UN forces). As a result of
their deliberations on where to limit their operational theatre for disarming the 
Japanese troops, they drew a demarcation line at the 38th parallel of the north 
latitude on the map of the Far East hanging on the wall, so as to divide the Korean 
peninsula into two. 

The Japanese “Imperial Headquarters” restructured the “command system for operations on the mainland” in 
February that year, dissolving the “Korean Army” as a general term for the Japanese troops occupying Korea. 
The troops stationed to the north of the 38th parallel were placed under the command of the Japanese 
Kwantung Army, while those to the south came under the command of the 17th Corps, which had been the 
field army of the “Imperial Headquarters”. Using this restructuring as an excuse, the United States produced a 
“final plan”, according to which the Soviet Far East army would disarm the Japanese Kwantung Army 
stationed north of the 38th parallel and the US Far East forces would demilitarize those south of the line. The 
plan was submitted to the Joint Chiefs of Staff for examination. It went through the Coordinating Committee 
of Three Departments of State, the Army and the Navy and was finally approved by Truman, the then US 
President. With the defeat of Japan, the division of Korea became US policy. As illustrated above, the Korean 
question was decided according to the interests of the United States after the World War II, contrary to the 
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requirement and demand of the Korean people for independence. When the United States occupied south 
Korea on September 8, Korea was divided into the north and the south, and the nation which had lived on the 
same territory with the same blood from ancient times had been artificially divided.

Immortal Reunification Programmes 

KIM IL SUNG, “ON THE THREE PRINCIPLES OF NATIONAL 
REUNIFICATION”

Conversations with the South Korean Delegates to the High-Level Political Talks 
between North and South Korea

May 3 and November 3, 1972

I am glad to meet you today.
I am highly delighted and also deeply moved that we, fellow countrymen, have met after a long

separation because of the division of the nation.

You say that you have come to discuss the question of national reunification in spite of everything.
Your action is very courageous and daring. It is very gratifying that the south Korean authorities have
decided to participate in north-south political talks and have sent you to represent them. We warmly
welcome this step.

In my speech of August 6 last year, I made it clear that we are ready to make contact with all political
parties including the Democratic Republican Party, social organizations and individuals of south Korea
at any time. A few days after my speech, the south Korean side responded, agreeing to hold north-south
Red Cross talks. Thus began the preliminary talks between the Red Cross organizations of the north
and the south which led to the high-level north-south political discussion.

The doors for contacts and dialogues have now been opened between the north and the south, which
have  stood  alienated  from each  other  for  a  long  time  and  it  has  become  possible  for  high-level
representatives to meet and exchange views with an open mind. This is a tremendous step towards the
solution of the reunification question.

At present the whole nation desires the reunification of the country. Today nothing is more urgent for
the Korean people than national reunification. If we fail to reunify the country as soon as possible and
allow national division to continue, our nation may become a plaything of the great powers and be
divided into two for ever.

The most important factor which characterizes a nation is the community of language and culture.
Even people of the same descent  cannot  be regarded as  belonging to  the same nation if  they use
different spoken and written languages and their cultures and customs differ. Now, because our country
has been divided for a long time, the language,  as well  as the culture and way of life,  is  already
changing in the north and the south. The longer the division of the nation, the greater the difference in
the language and way of life will be.

After liberation some people in the northern half of the country insisted that the Korean alphabet
should be reformed. But I opposed it.  If we carry out an alphabet reform when the country is not
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reunified, the Korean people will be divided in two for ever. So I told the linguists at the time that if
ever an alphabet reform was to be introduced it should be after the reunification of the country, but
never before reunification. If either side were to carry out an alphabet reform while the country is
divided, the north and the south would come to use different letters. In that case, our nation would be
divided into two nations once and for all.

We cannot tolerate that the Korean nation should be split into two for ever. We should reunify the
country as soon as possible and hand over a unified country to posterity. If we end national division and
achieve reunification,  our country can become a powerful state with a population of 50 million,  a
brilliant national culture, and a powerful national economy, which no one will dare provoke.

In order to reunify the country, it is necessary to establish the fundamental principles correctly, which
can provide the basis for the solution of the reunification question. This is most important. Only when
there are fundamental principles agreed upon by the north and the south, can the two sides make joint
efforts for reunification and successfully solve all problems concerning it.

I  believe that our reunification question should on all  accounts be settled independently without
foreign interference and peacefully on the principle of promoting great national unity.

First, national reunification should be achieved independently without reliance on outside forces and
free from their interference.

Solving the reunification question independently on the principle of self-determination of the people
is the principled stand which has always been maintained by the Government of our Republic.

If we depend on outside forces we cannot solve this problem. The question of Korean reunification is
entirely an internal affair of our country. If we try to solve this internal affair by relying on outside
forces instead of settling it on our own, it is shameful for our nation.

Some people are now trying to solve the reunification problem with guarantees afforded by big
powers. This is a great mistake. The imperialist powers do not want to see our country reunified. By
nature, they like division and attempt to divide other countries and peoples by all possible means,
because it is difficult to rule them when they are united. Therefore, we should on no account rely on the
great powers in settling the reunification question. If contacts are established and talks are held within
our nation, we can remove distrust and misunderstanding and achieve national unity and reunification.
Why then should we ask for the help of great powers?

We should not tolerate foreign interference in the internal affairs of Korea under any circumstances.
No foreign force has the right to meddle in Korean affairs, and while there is foreign interference the
question of national reunification cannot be solved in keeping with the desire and interests  of our
nation. The reunification of the country should be achieved by the Korean people themselves free from
any foreign interference.

You say that the south Korean authorities are also opposed to foreign interference and intend to settle
the question of national reunification independently without US and Japanese involvement, and pledge
that you will never become a stooge of the United States or Japan. If this is true, it is excellent.

If we are to reject foreign intervention and reunify the country independently, we must categorically
oppose flunkeyism towards great powers.



I always tell our officials that, if a man takes to flunkeyism, he will become a fool; if a nation falls
into flunkeyism, the country will be ruined; and if a party adopts flunkeyism, it will make a mess of the
revolution  and  construction.  If  a  man  wants  to  be  an  independent  being,  he  must  never  adopt
flunkeyism which means worshipping others blindly.

As our country is geographically located in the midst of big countries, flunkeyism has played a great
part in the history of our people. It hampered the advance of our people in building a new society after
liberation. So we have fought tirelessly against it.

Let me take an example from the days after liberation. Immediately after liberation there were quite a
few  people  who  had  been  affected  with  flunkeyism  even  amongst  those  who  called  themselves
communists. In Seoul at that time, a fellow, Pak Hon Yong by name, claimed that he would make our
country a member republic of another country. This had a very bad influence on the south Korean
people and greatly hindered the settlement of the reunification question. On hearing his words, some
people were afraid that our country was going to be subjugated again to a foreign country.  In my
speech before the people, therefore, I said that we would build a democratic society of a Korean type,
not a Soviet or American type, in the interests of the Korean nation.

When we advanced the policy of agricultural cooperativization in the postwar years, a number of
people tried to discredit it. Some asked how we could cooperativize agriculture when our industry had
been devastated, claiming that European countries with developed industries had not yet undertaken
full-scale agricultural cooperativization. Since flunkeyists used to accept willingly what people from
large countries said, I refuted their argument with the words of Lenin. Lenin had said that a communal
economy established by a simple merger of peasants’ lands and farm implements would be superior to
a private economy. So I said that our Party’s policy of agricultural cooperativization was in accord with
Leninism and was to meet the requirement of our particular situation. I asked them how it could be that
agricultural cooperativization after industrialization was the only correct way. In the end, they admitted
that our view was correct.

At that time, the circumstances of our peasants, in fact, were such that they were unable to survive
unless they united their efforts through cooperativization. The war had devastated agriculture, and the
peasants were short of draught cattle and farm implements. This was also true of rich farmers. In this
context, we ensured that peasants organized cooperatives on the principle of voluntary membership and
ran them by their united efforts. Basically, we Koreans like to pool our efforts and help one another.
Traditionally, our people have good customs. For instance, if a neighbour has a wedding, the whole
village offers the family contributions and various other kinds of aid, calling on them to congratulate
them and pass a pleasant time with them. In the post-war years, there were not many modern farm
machines in our country, but we were able to cooperativize agriculture rather smoothly in a short time
because life itself urgently demanded it and the peasants supported the cooperative policy actively. 

In  establishing  economic  relations  with  other  countries,  we  have  thoroughly  rejected  flunkeyist
tendencies and held fast to an independent stand.

We  have  not  tolerated  any  relations  which  could  result  in  our  economic  dependence  on  other
countries.  We  have  established  and  developed  economic  relations  with  them  on  the  principle  of
defending the national economy thoroughly, on the principle of complete equality. In our trade with
developed socialist countries, we have made sure that we give them raw materials they need only when
they give us those which we need, and that we buy their machines only on condition that they buy ours.
If  this  principle was not maintained in our economic relations with developed countries when our



technology is not yet very highly developed, we would have to keep supplying raw materials to them
and buying manufactured goods. This would end in leaving only empty mountains riddled with holes in
our country. We cannot hand down such mountains to our posterity, can we?

We worked hard not to be economically subordinated to another country, that is, to be self-supporting
in  the  economy.  If  a  people  do  not  achieve  economic  independence  through  the  building  of  an
independent national economy, they cannot hope to raise the external authority of their country and to
have a say in the international arena. Since we have pursued an independent policy in the sphere of
economic construction and built an independent national economy, nobody dare apply pressure on us.

In the past the worship of great powers was most obvious in the field of literature and the arts, and
we waged a resolute fight against this.

Some of the writers and artists worshipped European literature and art and produced works which
were neither to the liking of the Koreans nor understandable to them. Once there were poets who
worshipped  Pushkin  and  musicians  who  adored  Tchaikovsky.  In  creating  an  opera,  these  people
patterned it  on Italian ones. Flunkeyism was so rampant that some artists  drew foreign landscapes
instead of our beautiful mountains and rivers. During the Fatherland Liberation War I visited a hospital
where I found a picture of a Siberian landscape. It showed a bear crawling about the snow-covered
ground under a large tree. So, I severely criticized the people concerned. I told them: “There are many
renowned mountains such as Mts. Kumgang and Myohyang. Why did you hang that kind of picture
instead of a beautiful Korean landscape? What is the good of hanging such a picture in educating our
people?”

The Korean people have a brilliant culture and have lived in the beautiful land of three thousand ri
for a long time. They will live in our beautiful homeland in the future, too. They cannot live in Siberia
or in Europe. Therefore, our literature and art should, on all accounts, serve the education of our people
in patriotic spirit. Internationalism cannot exist apart from patriotism. He who does not love his own
country cannot be true to internationalism. Koreans do not like European artistic works. They do not
want to see artistic works which are not to their liking. We do not need works which Koreans do not
like and which are not congenial with their national feeling. That is why I defined literature and art of
socialist realism as being national in form and socialist in content.

We conducted the struggle against flunkeyism by means of ideological struggle, theoretical struggle
to root out flunkeyist ideas which remained in the minds of people. Through many years of struggle
against flunkeyism, we were able to eradicate it completely and hold fast to independence in all spheres
of the revolution and construction.

In our attempts to solve the question of national reunification, we must strongly oppose the tendency
of flunkeyism to rely on foreigners, rather than believing in the strength of our own nation. We must
reunify the country independently by the united efforts of the Korean nation.

Secondly, great national unity should be promoted by transcending the differences in ideas, ideals
and systems.

The question of our country’s  reunification is  not  one of who prevails  over whom. It  is  one of
attaining the unity of a nation which has been divided by an outside force and achieving national
sovereignty. In order to reunify the country, therefore, it is essential to proceed from endeavours to
achieve unity between the north and the south and promote great national unity.



In order to promote this, the north and the south must transcend their ideas and systems and refrain
from pursuing hostile policies towards each other.

At present different ideas and systems exist in the two parts of our country. In this situation, the north
and the south should not try to impose their ideas and systems upon each other. We do not intend to
impose the socialist system and communist ideology on south Korea. Neither should the south Korean
authorities insist on “reunification by prevailing over communism” nor demand that we desist from
communism. In other words, they should discard their “anti-communist” slogans.

The north and the south should discard hostile policies which obstruct  unity,  and combine their
efforts to find common ground. If each side does not endeavour to find common ground but opposes
the other side and argues about things of the past in an attempt to justify itself, the gap between the two
sides will grow wider and wider and the reunification of the country will be delayed still further. This
would be a grave crime against the country and the nation.

In our opinion, it is quite possible to find a common ground if the north and the south work together,
basing themselves on a sincere desire for unity. We have worked hard to discover this common ground
in order to hasten the country’s reunification.

Recently, the south Korean authorities have been talking about “self-help”, “self-reliance” and “self-
defence”. We consider that it is possible to find some common factors here. We think that their “self-
help”,  “self-reliance”  and “self-defence”  may have  some points  in  common with  the  independent
policies of our Party and the Government of the Republic. The country’s reunification will be hastened
if the north and the south discover, one by one, what common grounds exist between them and achieve
their unity on this basis.

In achieving the great unity of the nation it is important to remove misunderstanding and mistrust
between north and south.

Our country has been divided for so long that there are a number of points on which the north and the
south differ  from each other and misunderstand and mistrust  each other.  As long as the two sides
misunderstand and distrust  each other,  there cannot  be genuine national  unity.  A family cannot be
formed without deep trust between husband and wife. Even in the case of husband and wife, if they do
not trust each other, they cannot live together and, in the long run, they will have to divorce. The north
and the south should strive to eliminate mutual misunderstanding and mistrust.

To this  end,  the  authorities  and many personages  of  the  two parts  of  the  country should  make
frequent contact with each other and hold dialogues in good faith. If they get together and discuss any
matters frankly and seriously, misunderstanding will be removed and mutual trust will be deepened.

Through our dialogue with you on this occasion, the misunderstanding between the north and the
south has already been alleviated to a considerable extent. The dialogue between the north and the
south should have been held earlier.

We thought  that  the  south Korean authorities  were  going to  be  lackeys  of  US imperialism and
Japanese militarism and sell out the country. But you say that this will never be the case. You also say
that the south Korean authorities will neither bring Japanese militarists into south Korea again nor sell
out the country as the lackeys of the United States and Japan, and request us over and over again to
believe it. So we can believe you and eliminate our past distrust.



The south Korean authorities say that they have had the misconception that we are going to “invade
the south” and “communize” south Korea. But we have no intention of doing these things. We have
declared on many occasions that we have no intention of “invading the south”. We reaffirm this to you
today.  As  for  “communization”,  we  do  not  intend  to  “communize”  south  Korea  nor  could  it  be
“communized” even if we tried to. Therefore, I think that you can now dispel the misunderstanding you
have had because of the alleged “invasion of the south” and “communization”.  If  we remove our
misunderstanding and deepen trust through contacts and dialogues in this way, we shall be able to
achieve great national unity regardless of the differences in ideas and ideals, systems and religious
beliefs.

Another important factor in achieving great national unity is that the north and the south should
refrain from abusing and slandering each other.

To achieve unity and cooperation, both sides should respect each other rather than resort to abuse and
slander. If they continue abusing and slandering each other as they do now, the north and the south will
not get on close terms but, instead, the gap will widen. That is why they should first stop abusing and
slandering each other.

Achieving economic cooperation between the north and the south is also very important in attaining
great national unity.

The northern half of Korea is rich in natural resources and has a developed heavy industry. South
Korea has some foundations of light industry from the past. If the north and the south effect economic
cooperation  and  meet  each  other’s  needs,  they  will  be  better  able  to  solve  immediate  economic
problems, and develop the national economy rapidly by their own efforts without introducing foreign
capital. If the national economy is developed through north-south cooperation, our nation will be better
off than Japan or any other countries that are said to be developed.

The north and the south should advance jointly in external relations, too. Only then will we be able to
demonstrate the unity of our nation.

We consider that the north and the south will be able to promote great national unity in spite of the
differences in their ideas and systems, political views and religious beliefs, if they all take a patriotic
attitude and stand for national reunification. At present, even those countries and nations which have
different ideas and systems, are on friendly terms and get along well together. And there is no reason
why the differences in ideas and systems should prevent our nation, which is of the same blood, from
uniting and cooperating.

Whether one believes in communism, nationalism or capitalism must not be an obstacle to great
national unity. We are not opposed to the nationalists and capitalists in south Korea. The majority of the
south Korean capitalists are national capitalists. We have been pursuing a policy of protecting national
capitalists. For the sake of national reunification, we will unite and cooperate with the people of all
backgrounds in south Korea including nationalists and national capitalists.

Thirdly, national reunification should be achieved by peaceful means without resorting to arms.
The north and the south, one and the same nation, must not fight against each other. We must reunify

the divided country peacefully without fail. If peaceful reunification fails and another war breaks out in
Korea, our nation will suffer catastrophes.



At present the great powers of the world want to get on well  with one another,  refraining from
quarrelling. Some time ago US President Nixon visited China and said that it would be desirable to
abstain from quarrelling with each other and maintain peace for the space of one generation. After
inspecting the Great Wall of China, he even said that no barrier should divide the people of the world.
In the joint statement of China and the United States published as a result of Nixon’s visit to China, the
United States approved the five principles of peace which it had so far refused to recognize. It is good
that the United States approved these principles. Needless to say, we shall have to wait and see how the
Americans will put their words into action. More often than not the imperialists go back on their word.
So there is no knowing clearly if Nixon spoke sincerely or not in China.

Commenting on Nixon’s trip to China, our Rodong Sinmun wrote: “If Nixon’s words uttered after
inspecting  the  Great  Wall  are  serious,  why  does  he  not  make  efforts  to  remove  the  Military
Demarcation Line which runs across the central part of our country and to withdraw the US soldiers
who are swaggering about, wearing steel-helmets with the inscribed ‘MP’?” I think this comment is
valid.

Nowadays,  the  big  powers  of  the  world  are  trying  to  abstain  from  quarrelling  and  get  on
harmoniously with one another. Then why should one and the same nation fall out with itself? As the
same nation, we must not quarrel among ourselves. We must reunify the country by peaceful means.

If the country is to be reunified peacefully without conflict between the north and the south, it is
imperative, first of all, to reduce the armies of both sides. On several occasions, I have said in my open
speeches that the armies of the north and the south ought to be reduced considerably.

Reduction of the armies is the way to ease tension between the two sides and to lessen the military
burdens. The present military burdens of the two sides are very heavy.

We must work together to remove the Military Demarcation Line which divides our country into
north and south.

The danger of war cannot be removed in the present situation when large armed forces of both sides
confront each other across the Military Demarcation Line. In such a situation, if the commander of a
regiment or a division stationed in the area along this demarcation line opens fire by mistake at a place,
both sides will begin to exchange fire, and this could lead to war. This is very dangerous.

If in the future the north and the south give guarantees against the use of armed forces between them
through  sincere  consultation,  and  put  this  into  practice,  their  military  equipment  and  personnel
deployed in the areas on the Military Demarcation Line will become unnecessary and the line itself can
be eliminated.

At present, the north and the south say their armies are for self-defence. However, they should not
undertake “self-defence” against each other. They must work together to defend themselves against
foreign invasion.

The defence of our Republic is always meant to oppose foreign aggression against our nation. We
will never tolerate the aggression of outside forces against one country and people.

When the US imperialists sent their armed spy ship Pueblo into the territorial waters of our Republic,
the naval forces of our People’s Army captured it. This was legitimate self-defence measure of our
People’s  Army  whose  mission  is  to  defend  their  country.  But  instead  of  apologizing  to  us,  the
Americans threatened us by bringing large forces including the aircraft carrier Enterprise to the East



Sea. It was a flagrant infringement of and a grave challenge to our nation’s sovereignty. We did not
yield to the Americans’ threat and pressure. They attempted to start a war by mobilizing large forces, so
we made a firm determination to fight against them. Seeing that we did not succumb to their threat and
pressure, they desisted from starting a war and fled. Had they unleashed war at that time our nation
would have gone through another war and the authorities of the north and the south could not have met
and had a peaceful talk like this one today.

If any foreigners invade our land in the future, the north and the south must unite and repulse the
invaders. When all the Korean people unite their strength, they will certainly smash any aggressor.

We must eliminate military confrontation and ease tension between the north and the south by our
joint efforts, so that we can prevent another war in Korea and achieve the peaceful reunification of the
country.

Through the recent talks we have found important common grounds between the north and the south
and reached an agreement regarding the most important problems.

The three principles of realizing independent reunification without outside interference, achieving
great national unity by transcending differences in ideas, ideals and systems, and reunifying the divided
land by peaceful means without recourse to armed force, are the starting point of and the basis for the
solution of our reunification question.

You have agreed to solve the reunification question on the three principles, and you say the highest
authorities of south Korea will also agree. So we can say we have reached complete agreement on the
three principles of national reunification.

I am very pleased that the three principles of national reunification have been agreed upon between
the north and the south in our talks today.

The three principles of national reunification upon which the north and the south agreed through
joint consultation are absolutely fair principles which will enable our nation to solve the reunification
question in conformity with its aspirations and demand. We must reunify our country on these three
principles. You have pledged that you will take them as the basis for your future actions. If you do so,
other problems concerning the solution of the reunification question can also be settled successfully
and our nation’s reunification will be achieved at an early date.

Now that the basic principles of reunification have been agreed upon, we must find concrete ways of
putting them into effect to unite the whole nation and reunify our country. We must always proceed
from the three principles in seeking concrete ways for national reunification. When the north and the
south consider the matter carefully and sincerely consult each other on the basis of the three principles
of independence, great national unity and peaceful reunification, they will be able to find the successful
path towards reunification.

To find the reasonable way towards the independent and peaceful reunification of the country, we
have to develop further political consultations between the north and the south and carry on contacts
and dialogues more actively.

I think that political consultations have already begun through the meetings and talks held on this
occasion between the high-ranking representatives of the north and the south. North-south political
consultations having been started, we must develop them so as to bear good fruit.



You have come to Pyongyang first, so I should like to send our representatives to Seoul in return. I
think that if mutual trust increases and various conditions mature in the process of frequent visits of
representatives from the north and the south, summit talks will also become possible.

In the future representatives of the north and the south must exchange frequent visits and hold a great
many talks.

The misunderstanding and distrust created between the north and the south during the nearly 30 year-
long division after liberation cannot be eliminated through one or two contacts and dialogues. One or
two meetings and consultations will not be enough to discover all the concrete ways for the solution of
the reunification question. Through these talks we have solved fundamental problems upon which the
north and the south misunderstood each other and have found important common grounds, but many
problems are yet  to  be solved to reunify the country.  These problems can be solved only through
frequent contacts and sincere consultations between representatives of both sides.

In the north-south negotiations and consultations,  the points of mutual misunderstanding and all
other problems concerning national reunification must be discussed. Any dissenting opinions must be
aired  frankly  for  discussion.  If  they  are  kept  to  oneself,  the  differences  cannot  be  solved.  Any
misunderstanding, however insignificant, must be discussed openly and settled promptly.

North-south  negotiations  must  proceed  from  the  principle  of  deepening  mutual  understanding,
finding common points and increasing their unity. Our representatives and yours may advance different
views in seeking the path to national reunification. So they may argue for the justness of their own
views. But the arguments should always be intended for finding common grounds and achieving unity
and reunification, not for division.

I  think it  reasonable to organize and run a north-south joint commission or the like in order to
coordinate  north-south  relations  correctly  and  successfully  solve  various  problems  regarding  the
reunification of the country.

Coordinating work should be conducted in practice by organizing a joint commission. If only general
talks are held, great progress cannot be made in bringing about national unity and reunification.

The joint commission can be co-chaired by persons in high authority appointed respectively by the
authorities of the north and the south and be composed of the necessary members. It takes only a little
time to fly between Pyongyang and Seoul. So, the commission can be run by you coming over to
Pyongyang and our people going to Seoul.

Once the joint commission is formed, there will be many problems to be settled by it.  It should
quickly  discuss  and  settle  various  problems  arising  from the  relations  between  north  and  south,
including  the  problem of  one  side  refraining  from slandering  the  other  side  and  the  problem of
preventing military conflicts. At the joint commission one side should not force its will upon the other;
problems raised should be discussed seriously until mutual understanding is reached to conform with
the purpose of unity.

A direct  telephone  line  may  be  installed  between  Pyongyang  and  Seoul,  by  which  to  discuss
problems at  any time. If even a minor problem which may hamper national reunification or cause
misunderstanding between both sides arises, it is necessary to deal with it at once by telephone, talk it
over and settle it promptly.



The three principles of national reunification agreed upon this time between north and south serve as
a reunification programme to be put into effect jointly by the entire Korean nation. I think it a good
idea to make these three principles public, so that the entire Korean people and the world’s people will
know them.

The publication of the three principles of national reunification is good both for the education of our
people  and  for  demonstrating  the  unity  of  the  Korean  nation  to  the  world.  If  we  publish  the
reunification programme agreed upon between north and south, all compatriots at home and abroad
will  have  a  consensus  of  opinion,  being  aware  that  we  are  going  to  reunify  the  divided  country
independently and peacefully on the principle of great national unity, and all sections of the people will
derive great encouragement from it. When we publish the joint reunification programme of the nation,
the world’s people will know that the Korean people are a great united people and the foreign forces
opposed to our country’s reunification will clearly understand that they will never be able to divide the
Korean nation permanently, however hard they may try.

As for when and how we should publish the three principles of national reunification, it had better be
discussed in the course of the forthcoming dialogue. I think it will do to publish it when an agreement
is reached at another meeting of the delegates of both sides after the matter is taken up by the south
Korean authorities upon your return to Seoul.

Since you took the trouble to come to Pyongyang you should stay another day and have talks with
our officials. Your visiting us is a patriotic deed. Man should be a patriot, not a quisling. Man should do
things which are beneficial to his country and people even if he lives for only a day. Only such a life is
glorious and worthwhile.

We can say that the current north-south talks were a success. I hope that you will come to Pyongyang
frequently from now on.

KIM IL SUNG, “REPORT TO THE SIXTH CONGRESS OF THE WORKERS’ 
PARTY OF KOREA ON THE WORK OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE (Excerpt)”

October 10, 1980

3. LET US REUNIFY THE COUNTRY INDEPENDENTLY AND PEACEFULLY
...
Based on the noble ideals and principles laid down in the July 4 North-South Joint Statement, and

taking into consideration the actual situation in our country in which different ideologies and social
systems exist in north and south, we must seek the shortest and surest way to national reunification and
make positive efforts to reunify the country.

Our Party considers that the most realistic and reasonable way to reunify the country independently,
peacefully and on the principle of great national unity is to draw the north and the south together into a
federal state, leaving the ideas and social systems existing in the north and south as they are.

For a long time, ever since liberation, different social systems have existed and different ideas have
prevailed in north and south. If, in these circumstances, the country is to be reunified through national
union, neither side should regard its own ideology and social system as absolute. If the north or the
south should consider its own ideology and social system absolute or try to force them on the other
side, it will inevitably lead to confrontation and conflict, and this will lead to the further aggravation of
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the state of division.  Since the entire people regard national reunification as the supreme task, the
differences in ideology and system should not be an insurmountable barrier to reunification. People
with  different  ideas  can live  in  one country,  and different  social  systems can coexist  in  a  unified
country.  We will  never  force  our  ideas  and social  system upon south  Korea  and will  subordinate
everything to the interests of national union and reunification.

Our Party maintains that the country should be reunified by founding a Federal Republic through the
establishment of a unified national government on the condition that the north and the south recognize
and tolerate each other’s ideas and social systems, a government in which the two sides are represented
on an equal footing and under which they exercise regional autonomy with equal rights and duties.

It will be reasonable if, in the unified state of a federal type, a supreme national federal assembly is
formed with an equal number of representatives from the north and south and an appropriate number of
representatives of overseas nationals; this assembly should also form a federal standing committee to
guide the regional governments of the north and south and to administer all the affairs of the federal
state.

As the unified government of the federal state, the supreme national federal assembly and the federal
standing committee, its permanent organ, should discuss and decide political affairs, matters of national
defence, foreign affairs and other matters of common concern related to the interests of the country and
the nation as a whole,  fairly and in accordance with the desire for national unity,  cooperation and
reunification; they should also promote the coordinated development of the country and the nation and
realize unity and cooperation between the north and south in all spheres. The unified government of the
federal  state  should  respect  the  two  social  systems,  as  well  as  the  wishes  of  the  administrative
organizations, every party, every group, and every section of the people in the north and south and
prevent one side from imposing its will on the other.

Under the leadership of the federal government, the regional governments in north and south should
follow  an  independent  policy  within  limits  that  are  consistent  with  the  fundamental  interests  and
demands of the whole nation, and strive to narrow down the differences between north and south in all
spheres and to achieve the coordinated development of the country and the nation.

It would be a good idea to call the federal state the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo, after a
united state that once existed in our country and is well known to the world; such a name will also
serve to reflect the common political aspirations of the north and south for democracy.

The DFRK should be a neutral country which does not join any political-military alliance or bloc.
Since the two parts of the country, north and south, with different ideas and social systems are to be
united to form a single federal state, it is necessary and most reasonable for the DFRK to be a neutral
state.

The DFRK, as a united state embracing the whole territory and all the people of our country, should
pursue a policy which accords with the fundamental interests and demands of the entire Korean people.

Our Party deems it appropriate that the DFRK should put forward and carry out the following policy:

First, the DFRK should adhere to independence in all state activities and pursue an independent
policy.



Independence is the basic mark of an independent state; it is the lifeblood of the country and the
nation. Only when a state exercises sovereignty with firm independence in its activities can it uphold
the dignity and honour of the nation and ensure the development and prosperity of the country in
keeping with the desires of the people.

The DFRK should be a fully independent and sovereign state and a non-aligned nation which is not a
satellite of any other nation and does not depend on any foreign forces.

The  DFRK should  oppose  all  forms  of  foreign  interference  and  dependence  on  foreign  forces,
exercise complete sovereignty in its internal and external activities and settle all questions arising in
state politics independently in keeping with the fundamental interests of the Korean nation and the
actual situation in our country.

Second, the DFRK should effect democracy throughout the country and in all areas of society and
promote great national unity.

Democracy is a common political idea desirable for and acceptable to people with differing thoughts
and political views, and is a noble right due to people from all walks of life as masters of the state and
society.

The DFRK should develop a full democratic social and political system which opposes dictatorship
and intelligence politics and firmly guarantees and defends the freedoms and rights of the people.

The federal state should guarantee freedom to form political parties and social organizations and
their freedom of action, freedom of religious belief, speech, the press, assembly and demonstration, and
guarantee the rights of the people in north and south to travel freely across the country and to conduct
political, economic and cultural activities freely in any area.

The  federal  government  should  pursue  a  fair  policy  which  will  guarantee  equality  between  the
interests of the two regions, two systems, different parties, groups, classes and circles in the country
without bias towards either side. All the policies pursued by the federal government should proceed
from the principle of great national unity and contribute to the uniform development and prosperity of
the country through the strengthening of national unity and cooperation.

The federal government should not question the past records of any of the organizations or
individuals in the north or the south that work for the development of the unified state, but should join
hands with them, and should not allow any form of political reprisal or persecution.

Third, the DFRK should effect economic cooperation and exchange between north and south and
ensure the development of an independent national economy.

In the two parts of our country there is a wealth of natural resources that can still be exploited and
also the economic foundations that have been built in the past. If, once the country is reunified, the
north and the south develop their natural resources jointly and use their existing economic foundations
effectively through cooperation and mutual assistance, our national economy will be able to develop at
a very rapid pace, and our people will all be able to enjoy as good a life as any other people.

Economic cooperation and exchange between north and south should be realized on the basis of
recognizing the different economic systems and diverse economic activities of enterprises in the two



parts  of  the  country.  The  federal  government  should  recognize  and  protect  state,  cooperative  and
private property in the north and south as well  as personal effects,  and refrain from restricting or
encroaching upon the property of capitalists and their business activities as long as they help develop
the national economy and do not engage in monopolist or comprador activities.

The federal state should ensure that the north and the south jointly develop and exploit mineral,
marine and other natural resources, and further the division of labour and promote trade extensively on
the principles of cooperation and mutual accommodation, while coordinating the economic activities of
all production units and enterprises in keeping with the interests of the various classes and circles. It
would be advisable for the authorities and enterprises in the north and south to set up and operate joint
companies, common markets and the like rationally.

The federal state should, through extensive cooperation and exchange between the two parts of the
country,  develop  the  economies  of  the  north  and  south  to  make  them  an  organically  interlinked
independent national economy.

Fourth, the DFRK should realize north-south exchange and cooperation in the spheres of science,
culture and education and ensure the uniform progress of the country’s science and technology, national
culture and arts, and national education.

Our people have time-honoured, glorious cultural traditions. Resourceful and talented, our nation
has, since olden times,  admirably developed science,  technology, culture and arts. Since liberation,
large numbers of able scientists and technicians, as well as talented cultural workers and artists, have
grown up in the northern and southern parts of our country. If they pool their efforts and talents through
exchange and cooperation, our science and technology, national culture and arts will flourish even more
brilliantly.

The federal  state  should  ensure that  scientists  and technicians  in  the north and south undertake
scientific research jointly and exchange their  experience and achievements on a wide scale so that
science and technology in our country develop rapidly.

The federal state should actively encourage exchange and cooperation between artists and
sportsmen from the north and south and ensure that the scientists in the two halves together uncover
and protect the cultural heritage of our nation and that they study and develop our unique written and
spoken language. If this is done, our national culture and arts will flourish to the full and the unique
characteristics of our people as a homogeneous nation will be preserved.

Education  is  a  very  important  undertaking  which  decides  the  fate  of  the  nation.  The  federal
government should train large numbers of able technical experts and steadily raise the cultural and
intellectual levels of the entire people by developing a popular education system and giving active state
and social support to educational work.

Fifth, the DFRK should reopen transport and communications links between the north and south
and ensure the free use of the means of transport and communications all across the country.

Transport and communications represent the arteries and nervous system of the country. Because the
territory has been divided in two and transport and communications have been severed, our people
cannot see or hear from their families and relatives, although they live within easy reach. This is a



tragedy. Restoring transport and communications links between the north and south is the only way to
end the national tragedy and realize full political, economic and cultural exchange and cooperation.

The federal state should restore the railways and roads linking the north and the south and open
shipping and air routes to ensure free travel by land, sea and air between the two halves of the country.
In addition, steps should be taken to open telegraph and telephone services as well as an unrestricted
postal service covering all areas of the north and the south.

The federal government should ensure that the north and the south jointly use the transport system
and the telegraph facilities and postal services and, in addition, gradually move towards running them
jointly so that  in  the future one transport  and communications  system will  exist  across the whole
country.

Sixth, the DFRK should ensure a stable livelihood for the entire people including the workers,
peasants and other working masses and promote their welfare systematically.

The working masses are the masters of the state and society and the creators of all material wealth.
Guaranteeing a stable life for the working people and steadily promoting their well-being should be the
most important principle in the activities of a democratic state which serves the people, and this is also
a duty to the nation devolving on the unified government.

In all its activities the federal state should give priority to stabilizing the lives of the people from all
social strata including the workers, peasants and other sections of the working people and to promoting
their welfare. It should ensure a decent life for everyone by guaranteeing adequate living conditions for
the entire working people with regard to food, clothing and shelter and by raising the living standards
of the poor to those of the middle class.

The federal state should provide work for all able-bodied people, ensure adequate conditions for
work and rest  and introduce  a  wage system,  a  price  policy and an  equitable  tax  system so  as  to
guarantee a stable livelihood for the working people. Steps should be taken for different enterprises,
including small and medium-sized ones, to conduct production activities on a normal basis in order to
ensure the working people’s livelihood and, in particular, the state should give active support to the
poor peasants and fishermen, small merchants and handicraftsmen in their work.

The federal state should pay close attention to the education of the working people and the
improvement of health services for them and adopt adequate measures to this end, so that all working
people and their families can receive an education and medical treatment.

Seventh, the DFRK should remove the state of military confrontation between the north and south and
form a combined national army to defend the nation against invasion.

Military  confrontation  between  the  huge  armed  forces  of  the  north  and  south  gives  rise  to
misunderstanding, mistrust and discord and is a threat to peace.

The federal state should reduce the military strength of the two sides to 100,000-150,000 men each in
order to end the state of military confrontation between north and south and bring fratricidal strife to an
end once and for all. At the same time, it is essential to abolish the Military Demarcation Line between
north and south, dismantle all military installations in its vicinity, dissolve militia organizations in both
halves of the country and prohibit the military training of civilians.



The federal state should amalgamate the Korean People’s Army and the “National Army” of south
Korea and form a single combined national army. As the national army of the unified state independent
of either side, north or south, the combined national army should undertake the duty of national defence
under the unified leadership of the federal government. All costs incurred in maintaining the combined
national army and in defending the country should be borne jointly by the north and the south.

Eighth, the DFRK should defend and protect the national rights and interests of all overseas Koreans.

Many of our Korean compatriots are living abroad. As their motherland, the DFRK should assume
the responsibility and duty of defending and protecting their national rights and interests.

The DFRK should make vigorous efforts to enable all Korean nationals living abroad to enjoy their
internationally accepted legal rights and liberties, and give them strong support and encouragement in
their struggle for democratic national rights.

The federal government should guarantee the rights of all our overseas compatriots to travel freely to
their motherland and to return home and live and act freely at a place of residence of their choice.

Ninth, the DFRK should deal properly with the foreign relations established by the north and the
south  prior  to  reunification,  and  should  coordinate  the  foreign  activities  of  the  two  regional
governments in a unified manner.

It is only when the foreign relations built up by the north and the south prior to national reunification
are conducted in the right manner that it will be possible to ensure both the interests of the nation as a
whole and the interests of the two halves of the country within the framework of the unified state and to
enable the federal state to develop friendly relations with the various countries of the world on an
equitable footing. Furthermore, in view of the fact that even after reunification the north and the south
will maintain separate foreign relations with other nations on a limited scale, the federal government
will need to coordinate the foreign activities of the two regional governments properly in a unified
manner.

The DFRK should repeal all the treaties and agreements with other countries that are detrimental to
national  unity,  including military treaties  concluded separately by the north and the south prior  to
reunification. Of the foreign relations established by the north and the south, those relations, economic
relations included, that do not run counter to the common interests of the nation should be maintained.

The  federal  state  should  permit  the  north  and  the  south  to  cooperate  economically  with  other
countries irrespective of the social system of the country involved. It should leave intact the capital
invested by other  nations in  south Korea prior  to the reunification of the country and continue to
guarantee the concessions of these countries.

The DFRK should permit the governments of the two halves of the country to establish bilateral
relations with other countries. The federal state will have to coordinate the foreign relations of the north
and the south properly to make sure that the two regional governments act consistently with each other
in their foreign activities.

Tenth, the DFRK should, as a unified state representing the whole nation, develop friendly
relations with all the countries of the world and pursue a peaceful foreign policy.



The DFRK should be the only representative of the entire Korean nation in its foreign relations. The
federal state should represent the entire Korean nation at the United Nations and in other international
organizations and must send a single delegation to all international gatherings where the whole nation
is to be represented.

The DFRK should adhere to the line of neutrality, follow the policy of non-alignment and develop
friendly relations with all nations on the principles of independence, noninterference in internal affairs,
equality, mutual benefit and peaceful coexistence. In particular, it should actively develop neighbourly
relations with the countries surrounding ours.

The DFRK should be a peace-loving nation and pursue a peaceful foreign policy. A unified Korea
will not threaten aggression against the countries neighbouring ours or any other nations of the world
and will not be a party to or cooperate in any international act of aggression. The federal state should
make the Korean peninsula a permanent peace zone and nuclear-free zone. To this end, it should ban
the presence of foreign troops and foreign military bases on its territory and prohibit the manufacture,
introduction and use of nuclear weapons.

The ten-point policy for the DFRK accurately reflects the common aspirations and demands of the
entire Korean nation and illuminates the road ahead for a unified Korea.

The  plan  for  national  reunification  and  the  ten-point  political  programme  for  the  unified  state
proposed by our Party on this occasion will win the active support and approval of all the Korean
people and will be warmly welcomed by the people of the world.

Our Party will make every effort to put the new plan for national reunification into effect as soon as
possible  and so  satisfy the  ardent  desires  of  our  50  million  brethren  to  live  happily in  a  unified
homeland.

In order to found a Federal Republic and achieve national reunification as proposed by our Party, all
Korean nationals, in the north and south and abroad, should fight, rallied closely together to form a
great national united front under the banner of national reunification, regardless of any differences in
ideology, social system, party affiliation or political views.

The road ahead of our Party and people in their struggle for the country’s independent and peaceful
reunification is still beset with many difficulties and obstacles. But we will, without fail, overcome
them and ultimately accomplish the historic cause of national reunification through the united efforts of
the whole nation.

When the DFRK is founded and the country is reunified through the unity of the whole nation and
cooperation between the north and south, our country will be able to make its appearance in the world
arena with great dignity and authority as an independent and sovereign state with a population of 50
million,  brilliant  national  culture  and a  strong national  economy,  and an  ever-prosperous  people’s
paradise will have been established in our land of three thousand ri.

KIM IL SUNG, “10-POINT PROGRAMME OF THE GREAT UNITY OF THE
WHOLE NATION FOR THE REUNIFICATION OF THE COUNTRY”

April 6, 1993
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To put an end to the nearly half a century of division and confrontation and reunify the country is the
unanimous demand and desire of the whole nation. For the independent and peaceful reunification of
the country it is necessary to achieve the great unity of the whole nation. All those who are concerned
about the destiny of the nation, whether they be in the north, or in the south, or overseas, and whether
they be  communists  or  nationalists,  rich  or  poor,  atheists  or  believers,  must  unite  as  one  nation,
transcending all their differences, and together pave the way for national reunification.

Those with strength devoting their strength, those with knowledge giving their knowledge and those
with money donating their money, all should make a tangible contribution to the reunification of the
country and the development and prosperity of a reunified land, so putting an end to national division
and displaying the dignity and honour of the reunited 70 million fellow countrymen to the world.

1. A unified state, independent, peaceful and neutral, should be founded through the great unity of the
whole nation.

The  north  and  the  south  should  found  a  pan-national  unified  state  to  represent  all  parties,  all
groupings and all the members of the nation from all walks of life, while leaving the existing two
systems and two governments intact. The pan-national unified state should be a federal state in which
the two regional governments of the north and the south are represented equally, and an independent,
peaceful and nonaligned neutral state which does not lean to any great power.

2. Unity should be based on patriotism and the spirit of national independence.

All the members of the nation should link their individual destiny with that of the nation, love their
nation passionately and unite with the single desire to defend the independence of the nation. They
should display dignity and pride in being members of our nation and reject sycophancy and national
nihilism that erode the nation’s consciousness of independence.

3. Unity should be achieved on the principle of promoting co-existence, co-prosperity and common
interests and subordinating everything to the cause of national reunification.

The north and the south should recognize and respect the existence of different beliefs, ideas and
systems and achieve joint progress and prosperity, with neither side encroaching on the other. They
should promote the interests of the whole nation before regional and class interests and direct every
effort to the accomplishment of the cause of national reunification.

4. All political disputes that foment division and confrontation between fellow countrymen should be
ended and unity should be achieved.

The north and the south should refrain from seeking or fomenting confrontation, end all political
disputes between them and stop abusing and slandering each other. As fellow countrymen they should
not be hostile to each other and, through the united efforts of the nation, they should counter foreign
aggression and interference.

5. The fear of invasion from both south and north, and the ideas of prevailing over communism and
communization should be dispelled, and north and south should believe in each other and unite.

The north and the south should not threaten and invade each other. Neither side should try to force its
system on the other or to absorb the other.



6. The north and south should value democracy and join hands on the road to national reunification,
without rejecting each other because of differences in ideals and principles.

They should guarantee the freedom of debate on and of activities for reunification and should not
suppress, take reprisals against, persecute or punish political opponents. They should not arrest anyone
because  of  their  pro-north  or  pro-south  tendencies  and  should  release  and  reinstate  all  political
prisoners so that they may contribute to the cause of national reunification.

7.  The  north  and  south  should  protect  the  material  and  spiritual  wealth  of  individuals  and
organizations and encourage their use for the promotion of great national unity.

Both before reunification and after it they should recognize state ownership, cooperative ownership
and private ownership and protect the capital and property of individuals and organizations, as well as
all  interests  concerned  with  foreign  capital.  They  should  recognize  the  social  reputation  and
qualifications of individuals  in all  domains including science,  education,  literature,  the arts,  public
debate, the press, health care and sports, and continue to guarantee the benefits granted to people who
have performed meritorious services.

8. Understanding, trust and unity should be built up across the nation through contact, exchange
visits and dialogue.

All the obstacles to contact and exchange visits should be removed and the door should be opened
for everyone without discrimination to undertake exchange visits. All the parties, groupings and people
of  all  social  standings  should  be  given equal  opportunities  to  conduct  dialogue,  and bilateral  and
multilateral dialogue should be developed.

9.  The whole  nation,  north,  south  and overseas,  should  strengthen its  solidarity  for  the  sake  of
national reunification.

Things  beneficial  to  national  reunification  should  be  supported  and  encouraged  in  an  unbiased
manner and things harmful to it should be rejected in the north, in the south and overseas, and all
should assist and cooperate with one another, going beyond their own narrow enclosure. All political
parties, organizations and the people from all walks of life in the north, in the south and overseas
should be allied organizationally in the patriotic work to achieve national reunification.

10.  Those  who  have  contributed  to  the  great  unity  of  the  nation  and  to  the  cause  of  national
reunification should be honoured.

Special favours should be granted to those who have performed exploits for the sake of the great
unity of the nation and the reunification of the country, to patriotic martyrs and to their descendants. If
those who had turned their back on the nation in the past return to the patriotic road, repentant of their
past, they should be dealt with leniently and assessed fairly, according to the contribution they have
made to the cause of national reunification.

North-South Joint Declaration

True to the noble will of all the fellow countrymen for the peaceful reunification of the country,
Chairman Kim Jong Il of the National Defence Commission of the Democratic People’s Republic of
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Korea and President Kim Dae Jung of the Republic of Korea had a historic meeting and summit talks in
Pyongyang from June 13 to 15, 2000.

The heads of the north and the south, considering that the current meeting and summit talks, the first
of  its  kind since  the  division  of  the  country,  are  events  of  great  importance  in  promoting  mutual
understanding,  developing  inter-Korean  relations  and  achieving  peaceful  reunification,  declare  as
follows:

• The  north  and  the  south  agreed  to  solve  the  question  of  the  country’s  reunification
independently by the concerted efforts of the Korean nation responsible for it. 

• The north and the south, recognizing that the low-level federation proposed by the north and the
commonwealth  system  proposed  by  the  south  for  the  reunification  of  the  country  have
similarity, agreed to work together for the reunification in this direction in the future. 

• The north and the south agreed to settle humanitarian issues as early as possible, including the
exchange of visiting groups of separated families and relatives and the issue of unconverted
long-term prisoners, to mark August 15 this year. 

• The north and the south agreed to promote the balanced development of the national economy
through  economic  cooperation  and  build  mutual  confidence  by  activating  cooperation  and
exchange in all fields, social, cultural, sports, public health, environmental and so on. 

• The north and the south agreed to hold an authority-to-authority negotiation as soon as possible
to put the above-mentioned agreed points into speedy operation. 

President Kim Dae Jung invited Chairman Kim Jong Il of the DPRK National Defence Commission
to visit Seoul and Chairman Kim Jong Il agreed to do so at an appropriate time.

June 15, 2000
Kim Jong Il

Chairman of the DPRK National Defence Commission
Kim Dae Jung

President of the Republic of Korea

Declaration for Development of North-South Relations, and Peace and Prosperity
By agreement reached between Kim Jong Il, chairman of the National Defence Commission of the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, and Roh Moo Hyun, president of the Republic of Korea, 
President Roh Moo Hyun visited Pyongyang from October 2 to 4, 2007. 

    Historic meetings and talks were held during the visit. 

    The meetings and talks reconfirmed the spirit of the June 15 Joint Declaration and frankly discussed 
all issues related to improving north-south relations and achieving peace on the Korean peninsula, 
common prosperity and reunification of the nation. 

    Expressing the belief that the nation can open up an era of national prosperity, a new era of 
independent reunification when it pools its will and strength, both sides declare as follows to improve 
inter-Korean relations on the basis of the June 15 Joint Declaration:

    1. The north and the south shall uphold and positively implement the June 15 Joint 
Declaration. 

    They agreed to independently settle the reunification issue in the spirit of “by our nation itself”, 
attach importance to the dignity and interests of the nation and orientate everything to this objective. 
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    They agreed to take steps to commemorate June 15 in reflection of their intentions to invariably 
implement the joint declaration.

    2. The north and the south agreed to convert north-south relations definitely into those of 
mutual respect and confidence, transcending the difference in ideology and system. 

    They agreed not to interfere in the internal affairs of the other side but to solve the problems related 
to north-south relations in the interests of reconciliation, cooperation and reunification. 

    They agreed to adjust their legal and institutional mechanisms with a view to developing inter-
Korean relations to meet the purpose of reunification.

    They agreed to positively promote dialogue and contacts in all fields including parliaments of both 
sides to settle the issues related to improving inter-Korean relations in keeping with the desire of the 
nation. 

    3. The north and the south agreed to closely cooperate with each other in the efforts to put an 
end to hostile military relations and ensure detente and peace on the Korean peninsula. 

    They agreed to refrain from hostility against each other but to ease the military tension and settle 
disputes through dialogue and negotiations.

    They agreed to oppose any war on the peninsula and firmly adhere to the commitments to non-
aggression.

    They agreed to hold talks between the minister of the People’s Armed Forces of the north side and 
the minister of National Defence of the south side in Pyongyang within November this year with a 
view to discussing measures for building military confidence including the proposal for defining joint 
fishing grounds and turning them into peaceful waters in order to prevent accidental clashes in the West
Sea and the issue of providing military guarantee for all forms of cooperation projects. 

    4. The north and the south, based on the common understanding of the need to put an end to 
the existing armistice mechanism and build a lasting peace mechanism, agreed to cooperate with 
each other in the efforts to push forward with the issue of arranging a meeting on the territory of 
the Korean peninsula of the heads of state of three or four parties directly concerned to promote 
the matter of declaring an end to war.

    They agreed to make joint efforts to ensure the smooth implementation of the September 19 joint 
statement and February 13 agreement published at the six-party talks for the settlement of the nuclear 
issue on the Korean peninsula.

    5. The north and the south agreed to reactivate economic cooperation and bring about its 
sustained development on the principles of ensuring common interests and prosperity and 
meeting each other’s needs with a view to balanced development of the national economy and 
common prosperity.

    They agreed to encourage investment for economic cooperation and push forward the building of 



economic infrastructures and the development of resources and grant all types of preferential treatment 
and privileges to suit the peculiarities of cooperation undertakings within the nation.

    They agreed to establish a “special zone for peace and cooperation on the West Sea” covering the 
Haeju area and adjacent waters and push ahead with such undertakings as to define joint fishing 
grounds and peaceful waters, build a special economic zone, actively use Haeju Port, allow civilian 
vessels to take the direct route to Haeju Port and jointly use the estuary of the Rimjin River.

    They agreed to complete the first-phase project of the Kaesong Industrial Zone at an early date, start 
its second-phase development, begin the railway freight transport between Munsan and Pongdong and 
rapidly take all measures for institutional guarantees including the issues of passage, communications 
and customs clearance.

    They agreed to discuss and push ahead the issue of improving and repairing of the railways between 
Kaesong and Sinuiju and the motorway between Kaesong and Pyongyang in order to jointly use them.

    They agreed to build zones for cooperation in shipbuilding in Anbyon and Nampho and undertake 
cooperation projects in different fields including agriculture, health care and environmental protection. 

    They agreed to upgrade the existing “North-South Committee for the Promotion of Economic 
Cooperation” to vice-premier level “North-South Joint Committee for Economic Cooperation” for the 
smooth promotion of inter-Korean economic cooperation.

    6. The north and the south agreed to develop exchanges and cooperation in social and cultural 
fields such as history, language, education, science and technology, culture and the arts, and 
sports to add brilliance to the time-honoured history and fine culture of the nation.

    They agreed to start the tour of Mt. Paektu and, to this end, open the Mt. Paektu-Seoul direct air 
route. 

    They agreed to arrange for the cheering groups of the north and the south to the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics to use the train to run on the west coastal line for the first time. 

    7. The north and the south agreed to push forward humanitarian cooperation. 

    They agreed to expand the meetings of separated families and relatives and promote the exchanges 
of video correspondence.

    To this end, they agreed to permanently post representatives of both sides at the reunion centre at Mt.
Kumgang resort when it is completed with a view to putting the meetings of separated families and 
relatives on a regular basis.

    They agreed to positively cooperate with each other in case of calamities including natural disaster 
on the principle of compatriotism, humanitarianism and mutual support and assistance.

    8. The north and the south agreed to strengthen cooperation on the international arena in the 
efforts to protect the interests of the nation and the rights and interests of overseas Koreans.

    They agreed to hold talks between the premier of the north and the prime minister of the south for 



the implementation of this declaration and decided to hold their first meeting in Seoul within 
November this year. 

    They reached an agreement on ensuring that the top leaders of both sides meet often to discuss 
pending issues for the development of inter-Korean relations. 

October 4, 2007 Pyongyang 

Kim Jong Il
Chairman of the National Defence 
Commission of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea 

Roh Moo Hyun
President of the Republic
of Korea 


