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Chairman Kim Jong Il

Short biography

Chairman Kim Jong Il was born as the son of President Kim Il  Sung and the anti-Japanese war
heroine Kim Jong Suk at the Paektusan Secret Camp on February 16, 1942. 

- Received general education from September 1950 to August 1960.

- Attended Kim Il Sung University from September 1960 to March 1964. 

- Admitted to the Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK) on July 22, 1961. 
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- Appointed an officer of the WPK Central Committee in June 1964 and successively held the posts of 
section chief, deputy department director and department director of the WPK CC. 

- Elected member of the WPK CC at the Fifth Plenary Meeting of the Fifth WPK CC in October 1972, 
and secretary of the WPK CC at the Seventh Plenary Meeting of the Fifth WPK CC in September 1973.

- Elected member of the Political Committee of the WPK CC and acclaimed heir to President Kim Il 
Sung at the Eighth Plenary Meeting of the Fifth WPK CC in February 1974. 

- Elected member of the Presidium of the Political Bureau of the WPK CC, secretary of the WPK CC 
and member of the WPK Central Military Commission at the Sixth Congress of the WPK in October 
1980. 

- Elected deputy to the 7th to 12th Supreme People’s Assemblies (SPA) of the DPRK between February
1982 and March 2009. 

- Elected First Vice-chairman of the DPRK National Defence Commission at the First Session of the 
9th SPA in May 1990. 

- Appointed Supreme Commander of the Korean People’s Army in December 1991. 

- Awarded the title of the DPRK Marshal in April 1992. 

- Elected Chairman of the DPRK National Defence Commission at the Fifth Session of the 9th SPA in 
April 1993. 

- Elected General Secretary of the WPK in October 1997 and re-elected General Secretary of the WPK 
at the Third Conference of the WPK in September 2010. 

- Re-elected Chairman of the DPRK National Defence Commission at the First Session of the 10th SPA
in September 1998, at the First Session of the 11th SPA in September 2003 and at the First Session of 
the 12th SPA in April 2009. 

- Passed away from a sudden illness caused by excessive mental and physical exertions while working 
heart and soul for the building of a thriving country and the improvement of the people’s standard of 
living during his trip for field guidance of high intensity on December 17, 2011. 

The army and people of the DPRK held Kim Jong Il in high esteem as the eternal General Secretary of 
the WPK and the eternal Chairman of the DPRK National Defence Commission at the Fourth 
Conference of the WPK in April 2012 and at the Fifth Session of the 12th SPA in April 2012, 
respectively.

The army and people of the DPRK held Kim Jong Il in high esteem as the eternal leader of the WPK at 
the Seventh Congress of the WPK in May 2016. 

- Published a great number of works, including those compiled in the 15-volume “Kim Jong Il’s 
Selected Works” and the 10-volume “Accomplishment of Juche Revolutionary Cause”, through 
energetic and brilliant ideological and theoretical activities. 



- Awarded the titles of the DPRK Hero in 1975, 1982, 1992 and 2011 respectively, Kim Il Sung Order 
in 1978, 1982, 1992 and 2012, Kim Il Sung Prize in February 1973 and March 2012, and many other 
decorations and medals. 

- Awarded the title of the DPRK Generalissimo in February 2012. 

- Paid visits to foreign countries covering a distance of 98 000 km from January 1959 to August 2011 
on 18 occasions. 

- Received 401 decorations, medals and honorary titles from foreign countries.

Anecdotes

Backpack and shoulder-bag

Chairman Kim Jong Il visited the Pyongyang Children’s Department Store. Speaking highly of the fact
that its officials well exhibited articles for sale as suited to children’s mentalities and kept the store
clean, he looked at schoolbags carefully at the counter for school things.

After a while, he said to the officials that there were many shoulder-bags but no backpacks, and went 
on: A shoulder-bag checks the growth of little children and the balanced development of their body as it
is hard on one shoulder and, therefore, it would be better to produce backpacks for them.

The officials were deeply moved by the meticulous love of the Chairman who was so considerate even 
in the smallest particulars and found a solution to them.

Deep Attention to National Foods

Explaining traditional customs 

In January of one year Chairman Kim Jong Il had a talk with officials about rice-dumpling soup, a 
festival dish.

He explained them about the method of eating the national food with his broad knowledge.

He said: It is one of traditional customs of our Korean people to eat rice-dumpling soup on lunar New 
Year’s Day. Nowadays, some people have rice-dumpling soup together with boiled rice, and it is not 
accordant to reason. Both of them are made of rice, so eating them together means having twofold 
meal.

Emotional recollection 

The Chairman was more familiar with Korean dishes than others and loved national foods very much.
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One day, while having a talk with officials about developing national foods, he said taffy was well 
known to surrounding countries as a special product of Korea from long ago and that in the past the 
Korean people made taffy and ate it frequently. Noting that he had once tasted taffy made of potatoes 
when making a study tour of the Paektusan revolutionary battle sites, he said he had received a deep 
impression of it.

It will be good to make white taffy and eat it according to the old customs, he said, explaining its kinds.

As a Lecturer 

In December of one year, the Chairman asked some officials how to make a pheasant boiled in water. 
They exchanged looks of curiosity, because they have heard of the dish but didn’t know how to cook it.

Noting that they may not know well about pheasant dishes, he explained the method: First, fillet 
pheasant and boil the remaining flesh and bones for about 90 minutes before putting the fillets into it. 
Then, boil them for 15 minutes again and season them with salt, not soy sauce.

Frozen Corn Noodle

Chairman Kim Jong Il made devoted efforts to make the people better off.

Frozen corn noodle is also associated with his concern for improving the people’s diet.

One day, he explained to officials in the following vein:

We can prepare several kinds of dishes with corn. In particular, frozen corn noodle, not dried, tastes 
very good when taking it in soup. It tastes better than buckwheat or starch noodle, and it is easy to 
digest. The noodle in meat broth seasoned with monosodium glutamate is also tasty. It belongs to a 
good food, which can be prepared anywhere with less cost and labour.

My Sons and Daughters

One March day in 1996, Chairman Kim Jong Il was inspecting a frontline post on Mt Taedok. The post 
is located where the opposing forces are so close to each other that deadly firing may break out at the 
slightest provocation. Having climbed up to the observation post on a hill that was within a stone’s 
throw from an enemy post, Kim Jong Il gave instructions to the unit and posed for a photograph with 
the soldiers.

The officers’ faces betrayed their anxiety.

That evening, they pleaded with him, “Supreme Commander, don’t come to the frontline units any 
more, please. This is the request of not just the commanding officers.”

Kim Jong Il gazed round at the officers with a thoughtful look on his face, and then said that he fully 
understood how they felt and was grateful to them for their concern. Then, looking southward with an 
expression that suggested he was missing the soldiers on the front line, he said:
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“My sons and daughters are now defending their country on the front line. I have to see them to learn 
about their living conditions and encourage them. For this, I must go to the front line.”

The commanding officers could not respond. How could they dissuade him from going to see his sons 
and daughters!

Don’t Forget the Martyrs!

In September 1998, on his way back from an inspection of frontline military units, Kim Jong Il visited 
the Patriotic Martyrs Cemetery on the outskirts of Pyongyang.

He toured the tombs one by one, looking in particular at the photographic images carved on the 
tombstones.

“Here I can see all the unforgettable people. It seems that every one of them has come back to 
life. Their photographs look good,” Kim Jong Il commented with satisfaction.

Saying that it might take a long time but he would see all the martyrs’ images, he inspected all the 
remaining tombs which were arranged in tiers. In front of one tomb he recollected that the man had 
contributed a great deal to strengthening and developing the revolutionary armed forces, and seeing 
another, praised him for his great service to construction, especially in the capital city.

He stopped for a while before each tomb as if he was having a personal conversation with the martyrs.

He said in a hoarse voice that they had been boundlessly faithful to the Party and the revolution and it 
was heartbreaking to think that they had died so early when still in their prime.

He continued examining other photographs. Dusk fell, but he was reluctant to leave. He examined them
with the help of his car’s headlights.

He went down the stairs to leave and stopped again, saying, “Today, having looked round the 
Patriotic Martyrs Cemetery, I regret to see that there are some martyrs missing. All the martyrs 
who lived an honourable life for the Party and the leader should be buried in this cemetery.” 

He then mentioned the names of some officials who had been faithful to the revolution to the last 
moment of their lives, and advised that their remains be moved to the cemetery and tombstones with 
their photographs carved on them, erected. He stressed that the Party and the people would always 
remember the great achievements they had made for the independence and reunification of the country 
and socialist construction.

On his return from the cemetery, he met some officials and said pleasantly that the cemetery, with the 
martyrs’ photographs carved on the tombstones, had taken on a new appearance.

Then he asked, “Have you all been there?” 

The officials were struck dumb at this question.

“Well, we were too busy …” said one of them, trailing off.
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Kim Jong Il’s smile faded. He reproved them for not visiting the cemetery even after being informed 
that photographic images of the martyrs had been carved on the tombstones, and accused them of 
lacking a sense of revolutionary obligation and comradely love. He pointed out that they should never 
forget the patriotic martyrs who had devoted themselves to the liberation of the country, socialist 
construction and national reunification.

He went on:

Korean revolutionaries value their revolutionary obligations more than their lives. We achieved single-
hearted unity and created the glorious history of the Korean revolution on the strength of this noble 
sense of moral obligation. Our Party is strong and our revolution is invincible because we have 
inherited and developed the brilliant tradition of revolutionary obligations created by President Kim Il 
Sung.

By now, the officials were looking embarrassed. He said:

“All of you should visit the Patriotic Martyrs Cemetery. Your comrades there would be happy to 
see you.”

Kim Jong Il’s Outlook on Comrades

One April day in Juche 71 (1982), Chairman Kim Jong Il called an official to his office.

Entering the office, the official saw the Chairman listening to Song of Comradeship, the theme song of 
the Korean revolutionary film Star of Korea.

When the soft melody of the song was over, Kim Jong Il told him that the song was an excellent piece 
of music and that the more he listened to the music, the more he would enjoy it.

He went on: A song which once captured the hearts of people is bound to be faded from memory with 
the passage of time. But, there is a song which does not weather away but reverberates more loudly 
with the years as its music paper. It is a revolutionary song, and that song is precisely the Song of 
Comradeship. As the song says, a revolutionary comrade cannot be bought even for a thousand pieces 
of gold, the word comrade can be called among revolutionaries who struggle for the same purpose with
the same ideology. A comradely relationship can be said to be the most valuable and noblest of all 
forms of relationship between human beings.

The official cherished in his mind that the word comrade implies a profound meaning symbolic of true 
human relations, as well as love for and trust in human being.

Mt. Paektu Recognizes Its Master

The following happened when Chairman Kim Jong Il was once climbing Mt Paektu.
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The weather was miserable. It was difficult to open your eyes in the whirling blizzard, and the raging 
wind created snowdrifts that blocked the way.

His entourage tried to persuade him to turn back, saying that even if they managed to reach the summit 
they wouldn’t be able to enjoy the view on such a day.

However, he continued to lead the way, saying that the anti-Japanese revolutionary fighters had walked 
such paths in the past, and that the bad weather made it a true Mt Paektu expedition.

Finally he and his entourage reached the summit.

With arms akimbo, he looked into the blinding snowstorm.

At that moment, there was a sudden, thunderous sound as if the ice was breaking on Lake Chon, and 
the furious blizzard stopped blowing. The clouds, which were drifting just above the ridges, gradually 
moved to one side, the sun shone, and a majestic snowscape revealed itself, with the snow-covered 
mountain ridges glimmering.

His entourage exclaimed at this mysterious revelation. With a smile on his face, Kim Jong Il said it 
seemed that Mt Paektu recognized its master.

For People’s Happiness (7)

On December 4, 2011, despite the biting cold, Kim Jong Il visited the Kaeson Youth Park.

Happy Laughter

While the Volare was running, an official told the General about the number of visitors for the year and 
their feedback.

The General said: The people are so eager to enjoy themselves at the amusement park of the Kaeson 
Youth Park. It is good that this year alone over 800 000 people including workers, youth and students 
have come here and spent their leisure. Many foreigners on a visit to our country would like to see this 
park.

Then he asked if most visitors were the citizens of Pyongyang or those from provinces.

An official answered, “Besides Pyongyang citizens, many people from provinces come here. There are 
also some who visit the capital city to see the park. Among the audience for the mass gymnastics and 
artistic performance Arirang, those from provinces would come to the park even though it was too late. 
One day a man came here with his mother in her eighties, and she said she had no other regret in her 
life as she saw the splendid park with her own eyes.”

The General was satisfied that the people liked the park so much.

At the next leg he stressed that officials should work harder to provide the people with a happy life to 
be envied by the world. Noting that the Party had a large sum invested to renovate the amusement park,
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he underlined the need to manage and operate it so effectively that the people would often come and 
have a good time without feeling any slight inconvenience.

Before leaving, he said to the officials:

“How the Party’s intention to provide the people with a more pleasant life is implemented 
depends entirely on how strenuously our officials work as their servants. All the officials of the 
units responsible for managing and operating the amusement park of the Kaeson Youth Park 
should keep in mind the Party’s slogan ‘We serve the people!’ and strive harder to ensure that 
their happy laughter rings out louder here.”

For People’s Happiness (6)

On December 4, 2011, despite the biting cold, Kim Jong Il visited the Kaeson Youth Park.

Photograph

As some officials were enjoying the Volare, a woman official said to the General, “The citizens have a 
pleasant time at the Kaeson Youth Park. This is your fourth visit to the amusement park after its 
renovation. I wish you pose for a photograph against the background of the park today.”

The General accepted the request readily and, looking all around, said that he would pose there. 
Figuring out what the background would look like, he motioned the woman to stand against the Volare 
and called other officials.

He said:

“The officials here have requested me to pose for a photograph today as I have come here for the 
fourth time after the amusement park of the Kaeson Youth Park was renovated. At this park that
has been turned into an excellent cultural resort resounding with happy laughter of the working 
people, youth and students, I will pose for a photograph with officials against the background of 
the amusement.”

For People’s Happiness (5)

On December 4, 2011, despite the biting cold, Kim Jong Il visited the Kaeson Youth Park.

Pastry Stall

Now the General arrived at the pastry stall. It was a movable structure with wheels on the four corners 
of the bottom.

He was greeted by a salesgirl and, looking into the stall, asked her if the people liked pastries.

On the right of the rack was a rectangular tray with over 20 pastries and on the left, a small oven for 
baking them.
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She replied that they liked the food very much.

The officials of the park said in a similar vein, stressing that it was in great demand.

The General said, “You say that the people are sorry to leave the movable pastry stall as they love 
buying pastries at it. It is good.” 

Then he looked carefully at the salesgirls and said that they would feel cold as they were in flimsy 
dress. He asked one of them if she was not cold in the stall.

The girl said no in a pleasing voice.

He noted that he was relieved to hear that the salesgirls were not cold as they were standing beside the 
hot oven for baking pastries.

Then he read the cooking instructions at the stall and asked the price. After that, he said goodbye to the 
girls and left it.

For People’s Happiness (4)

On December 4, 2011, despite the biting cold, Kim Jong Il visited the Kaeson Youth Park.

Illuminations

The General asked an official of the park about the illuminations.

The latter answered, “The illuminations are so gorgeous that many people come here only to see them.”

The General nodded and moved down the park.

The official was lost in deep thought.

...

According to the original plan, the amusement park was not designed to be open at night. The 
illuminations were not arranged in such a splendid way, because they were deemed necessary to add to 
the festive atmosphere on holidays or national anniversaries.

On April 22, 2010, just before the inauguration ceremony, Kim Jong Il visited the park and pointed out:
As the light intensity in the compound of the park is low, it is necessary to install in a harmonious way 
more flood lights and lamps at the buildings, on the lanes and in the garden. Then night will be as 
bright as day in the amusement park of the Kaeson Youth Park and the surrounding area. And the 
amusement park should be open in the evening, not during the day.

Later, according to a unique design, the refashioning of the illuminations was done. …

To the official who was still absorbed in thought, the General said:
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“I have been told that our people come to the amusement park of the Kaeson Youth Park and 
enjoy themselves taking the amusements and seeing the kaleidoscopic illuminations at night, 
saying they must be entering the gates of a thriving country. As they like it so much, I am glad.”

For People’s Happiness (3)

On December 4, 2011, despite the biting cold, Kim Jong Il visited the Kaeson Youth Park.

Hamburger

At the amusement park the General showed concern for the operation of the bakery.

Unlike other restaurants in the park it was a two-storey building that sat on a somewhat high location at
the end of the Kaeson Youth Park. The bakery with large windows was easily noticeable.

He gazed at the building and said that the hamburger restaurant looked nice and the soldier-builders 
had built it in a good fashion. Then he asked an official if people liked hamburger.

Hamburger is world-famous.

Besides the bread, the restaurant serves roast chicken, fried eggs, sausage, potato porridge, green 
vegetables and tea. They were very popular among the customers.

According to a joint venture contract with a foreign country, the raw materials for the bakery were 
imported, as well as kitchen utensils and all other fixtures. Despite the huge cost, the General ensured 
that the foods were served at a very low price.

The official said that the customers liked hamburger very much.

The General said:

“You say the people are pleased that the bakery serves hamburger of fine quality at a cheap 
price. As they like it, I am happy, too.” 

He referred to the need to run the restaurant effectively, underlining that it should ensure high quality 
and good service.

For People’s Happiness (2)

On December 4, 2011, despite the biting cold, Kim Jong Il visited the Kaeson Youth Park.

Firsthand Experience

Now the General was walking towards the chairoplane.

He said:
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“The amusements should be switched on. Today all the officials here should get the firsthand 
experience of them.” 

Officials were seated in the chairs and the chairoplane was powered up.

The General gazed at the undulating chairs, and asked an official of the park if there were many visitors
there and how they liked it.

The official answered, “People say it is a great fun, and they feel sorry to leave the park. After the park 
was renovated under your close concern, airmen were the first to take the amusements. They liked them
very much.”

The General said that he was pleased to hear it, and then asked which amusement they liked best.

The official enumerated, “Chairoplane, mad mouse, …”

The General said: I think that the most popular of the amusements in the amusement park of the 
Kaeson Youth Park is the chairoplane whose axis may reach an angle of 120 degrees. You say that 
besides the chairoplane, people like mad mouse. In my opinion Z-force will be more popular than mad 
mouse.

Then he asked the official how they would feel after taking the chairoplane.

Listening to his reply, he resumed: You say that after taking the chairoplane, people were so frightened 
that they vowed never to take it again. But later they had another try. It must be a thrilling experience.

Right on cue, the chairoplane was touching down.

It was a pleasant thrill of excitement, and it seemed as if five minutes was a blink of an eye.

Those who were watching the scene on the ground shouted with joy.

The chairoplane stopped and the officials got off.

The General asked them how they felt.

Their answers were interesting.

“It was exhilarating.”

“When it reached the top, I was so terrified.”

“It dissipated all my fatigue.”

Still smiling, the General moved towards the Z-force. Noting that he was very pleased that the citizens, 
young people in particular, liked it and were vying to take it, he joked that there would be some who 
might piss themselves on the machine.

An official said, “In most cases it is women who suffer for it. In other countries there is an underwear 
stand beside the Z-force.”

This elicited a loud laugh.



After learning about the technical specifications of the machine, the General said: Z-force is 54 metres 
high and the seats move up and down at the speed of 15 metres a second. Falling down will be more 
frightening than rising up. I am afraid that if it breaks down while ascending, it will be impossible for 
the people to come down and an accident may occur.

Another official explained that emergency measures had been taken and it could be manually operated 
in case of a breakdown, adding that there had not been a single accident.

Now the General was relieved and resumed: I must emphasize again that what is the most important in 
the management and operation of the amusement park is to prevent accidents. The officials and 
operators must inspect the amusements and recreational facilities according to regulations and look 
after them in a responsible manner.

After that, officials took the Power Surge and Volare. Listening to their opinions, the General was 
beaming with satisfaction.

For People’s Happiness (1)

On December 4, 2011, despite the biting cold, Kim Jong Il visited the Kaeson Youth Park.

His Pleasure

The General was greeted at the amusement park by officials, and asked them if it was all right to switch
on the amusements.

An official replied, “Yes, sir. When you were here on May 25 last year, the foundations of the 
chairoplane were shaky. It could not be operated as they were being built up. You said that you would 
come again when it was running normally. Today you have kept the promise.”

The General said that he was there to learn about the maintenance and operation of the amusement park
of the Kaeson Youth Park, underlining that they should work harder to provide the people with a happy 
life to be envied by the world.

Then he inquired about the details one by one, and another official told him that the amusements had 
been in normal operation so far and the public catering service network, including the bakery, was 
prospering.

The General beamed with pleasure and, while moving towards the amusements, he asked one question 
after another–Do the people like them; has there been any accident; how much are the fees for the 
amusements. …

An official said in a choking voice, “We are grateful to you for re-visiting this amusement park to 
ensure the people a happy life.”

The General said:
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“The senior official of the Taesongsan Guidance Bureau says that he is grateful to me for re-
visiting the amusement park of the Kaeson Youth Park on this cold Sunday, and it is my pleasure 
to ensure the people a happy life.”

Peaches and Pickled Cucumbers

In August 2011 Kim Jong Il paid an unofficial visit to Siberia and Far East region of Russia.

On the 21st, after looking round the Bureya hydropower station, the governor of Amur arranged a 
luncheon in honour of the DPRK leader there.

The table was filled with a wide assortment of dishes.

The Russian President’s chief delegate to the Far Eastern Federal District nudged the governor and 
gave him a nod as a token of satisfaction.

Kim Jong Il with a broad smile asked if the fruits and vegetables on the table were from Amur.

The governor said yes and the chief delegate affirmed that they were.

Kim Jong Il asked:

Is that so? Then are these peaches from Amur as well? 

To this question the governor could not give an answer, blushing with embarrassment.

As a matter of fact, the peaches were not from Amur.

The governor said, “Frankly speaking, these peaches have been imported. By the way, how do you 
know that? You are knowledgeable, indeed.”

Kim Jong Il said: Don’t mention it. As far as I know, peaches do not grow well in this region. When I 
was in China, I saw peaches of this species. So I have asked you the question.

Both the governor and the chief delegate were struck with admiration for the DPRK leader.

Well, why aren’t there pickled cucumbers on the table? 

Kim Jong Il asked again.

It is widely known that the Russians like drinking and they drink mostly with pickled cucumbers and 
salted herring.

The governor said that pickled cucumbers seemed inappropriate to the occasion.

Kim Jong Il said:

You have not had pickled cucumbers put on the table, and I guess you have no intention of 
drinking with me. 

“No, sir. I will have them prepared immediately,” said the governor.
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The dish was brought in no time and the governor, as well as the chief delegate, was drinking in small 
sips.

Kim Jong Il asked:

Why don’t you drink, chief delegate? 

“The President instructed me to attend you with scrupulous care, stressing that I must never drink.”

You must do as your President instructed. But the governor should drink.

“How can I drink as my superior doesn’t?”

Then I will not insist any more. I wish you come to our country later. This is my formal 
invitation. You must follow my instructions in Korea. Then I can see how much you can drink. 

Kim Jong Il said this and laughed. Everyone was smiling and the atmosphere grew friendlier.

Towards a Higher Goal (2)

On December 9, 2009 Kim Jong Il visited a factory in the northern part of the country.

Time to Write a Treatise

While looking round the factory, the General said quietly to an official from a national agency, “In case
of reinvestment you must give careful consideration to the project for it.” 

This was what he often said as he was inspecting the units where the CNC drive was in full swing.

Given the country’s difficult economic situation, the objectives and amount of reinvestment were of 
fundamental importance.

Reinvestment was precisely aimed at achieving success in the campaign to go beyond the cutting edge.

However, the officials could not comprehend why he was setting a higher goal for modernization when 
he was referring to reinvestment. In other words, it was important to give officials a proper 
understanding of reinvestment.

The General resumed:

“At present you have just increased the processing speed and improved the quality of products. 
Figuratively speaking, you have just taken an exam for university admission.” 

The official from a national agency realized that he was shouldering a heavy responsibility.

The factories, which had been renovated by introducing CNC technology, were striving to draw up 
plans according to their specific conditions, but they were far below the standard set by the General.

The official admitted that he had not yet completed the reinvestment plan.
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The General said sternly that reinvestment must be made and properly at that, stressing that if they 
rested on their laurels, the achievements they had made so far would come to naught.

Then he said to a factory official, “This is not the end of the CNC drive. You have taken the exam 
for university admission until now and it is time to write a treatise.” 

The official pledged that they would follow his instructions.

The General went on: You must accelerate the CNC drive to attain a higher goal. Go beyond the cutting
edge is a slogan for all economic sectors, and those leading the drive must advance ahead of others.

Towards a Higher Goal (1)

On December 9, 2009 Kim Jong Il visited a factory in the northern part of the country.

CNC Press

While inspecting the factory in January the previous year, he had tasked it with modernizing the 
production lines by introducing CNC technology. Now he was learning about the results in the shop 
floor.

He was pleased to see that it upgraded the production lines as a whole in a matter of two years, filling a
workshop with an assortment of presses and installing dozens of more CNC machines.

An official of the factory told him, “Here we are at the press shop. CNC technology has been 
introduced in operating the presses as you instructed.”

“Good,” said the General.

Another official said, “As they are processed by CNC machines, all products pass the quality test.”

And still another said, “The workers like working with the computer. Some say they feel as if they are 
idlers.”

The General joked, “I am afraid they may be made redundant.” 

The officials could see that this joke was implying they should be effective in labour administration as 
the introduction of CNC technology was being stepped up.

One of them told him that the 2 500-ton press, which lay idle during the Arduous March, had been 
transformed into a CNC machine.

The General moved to the general control room and examined its operating processes that were 
displayed in real time on a computer screen.

“Turning the 2 500-ton press into a CNC machine is not so easy,” said he, still scrutinizing the 
screen.
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An official said, “You are right, sir. It was not easy. But the machine that had been hibernating for two 
decades has woken up.”

Nodding, the General said, “It hibernated for 20 years and now it is time to run it at full capacity. 
How good it is that CNC technology has been introduced.” 

With a beaming face he looked at the girls in neat overalls controlling the 1 200-ton press on a 
computer screen.

An official said, “As you instructed, we have remodelled the presses into CNC machines, so even girls 
can operate them. The workers are grateful to you, General, for having freed themselves from hard, 
back-breaking labour.”

The General said in a choking voice, “Now their labour has been made easy. Really easy.”

Ten out of Ten

On October 20, 2009 Kim Jong Il looked round the new flats on Mansudae Street.

He made the rounds of a park and apartment blocks there and went into a flat.

At the kitchen he patted tiles on the wall and praised that it was well furnished and the joints between 
the tiles looked nice as they were thin, adding that he had presumed they would be thick.

An official, pointing at the duct, said that the kitchen had the channel for conveying the slops for the 
convenience of wives.

The General said with satisfaction, “It is good that you have a duct for conveying the slops fitted 
into the kitchen. If the kitchen has such a channel, wives will be pleased about it.” 

He opened the cupboard and looked carefully at its interior and exterior.

Staring at one of its corners, he said: It is good that the kitchen is furnished with a cupboard, but it is 
regrettable that it has no holes in it.

The officials wondered why there should be holes in the cupboard.

The General resumed, “If the cupboard is made airtight, the food in it may decay. It should have a 
hole so that it can be ventilated.” 

The officials were moved by his parental care.

Now the General was passing entrance 1, block 3, section 3.

He halted in front of the entrance and asked an official, “Why is this entrance 1?” 

“Section 3 has ten entrances. You have just dropped in at entrance 10,” answered an official.

“At entrance 1, block 3, section 3, I can see only the number of the entrance, and I think the 
number of the block should be there as well.” 
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He said that if there was only the number of the entrance, people from provinces would have difficulty 
finding their relatives’ flats, adding that they might take a wrong turn and get lost like the hero of the 
film of the former Soviet Union Irony of Fate or a Nice Bath.

At this joke the officials burst out laughing.

The official, who had explained the layout of the residential section to the General, felt ashamed, still 
smiling.

After looking round the street, he commented: The interior of the flats–kitchens, lavatories and living 
rooms–has been designed in such a way as to provide every convenience for the comfort of the 
residents in their family life. The more I see them, the more wonderful they look. The designs and 
building work for the flats on Mansudae Street are excellent. I have not seen such fine flats until now. 
They are so well furnished that I want to live in one of them.

He continued:

“The flats on Mansudae Street serve as models and standards of the flats where all our people 
would live in a thriving country.” 

He reiterated that they were immaculate, stressing that of the units he had inspected, he gave full marks
to those that were satisfactory and he would give the best marks to the flats on Mansudae Street.

He asked if the new flats would be allocated to all the households who had lived on the street before its 
demolition.

An official said yes and went on:

“The people often come here to see the flats. They are very happy to learn that tap-water is supplied all 
day long and each flat has a duct and water heater. They say they are grateful to you, asking when they 
can move into these new flats.”

The General underlined that prompt measures should be taken for those people and others to move into 
the flats and, after that, it was necessary to get feedback from them.

He said, “If all the residents who would move into the flats on Mansudae Street say that they are 
content with them, then I will give it ten out of ten.” 

Before leaving the street, he pointed out that the ongoing project for building 100 000 flats in 
Pyongyang should be completed at a higher standard than the Mansudae Street project.

Respect Paid to Workers

On May 20, 2009, Kim Jong Il visited the then Taehung Youth Mine.

An official said that the mine completed the magnesia clinker production line in keeping with the actual
conditions of the country.
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Smiling happily, the General praised its achievement and said that it was precisely the Korean mode of 
production and Juche-oriented industry.

He continued: The mine has established the Juche orientation in the production of fireproof materials 
and this can be called a revolution. It is a great achievement that has brought about an epochal turn in 
developing our industry. It is as significant as the success in a nuclear test. President Kim Il Sung 
would be very pleased if he could see this.

The General stood quiet as if he was yearning for the President who had been so much concerned about
the domestic production of fireproof materials.

He resumed after some minutes: The workers of the Taehung Youth Mine are adding brilliance to the 
President’s revolutionary ideology, the Juche idea, not in words but through hard struggle. They have 
demonstrated its validity and vitality. They are laudable, indeed.

Praising that the designers, technicians and workers who had been involved in the production of 
fireproof materials were all heroes, the General said:

“The Taehung Youth Mine should be renamed Taehung Youth Hero Mine.” 

Looking at a map showing the production processes, he moved closer to it, still saying nothing.

All eyes were turned towards the map.

In front of the map the General reiterated that the workers of the mine had performed a great feat and 
said:

“As the workers are not here with me, I will pay my respect, as a token of admiration for them, to
the map showing the fireproof materials production lines of our own style.” 

He then made a bow to the map and the officials clapped their hands.

Flames of Innovation

It is not long since the Samilpho Specialities Factory has been widely known around the country. 
Technological innovation that was effected at this factory fanned the flames of a revolution in the 
foodstuff-processing industry.

It was on April 7, 2009 that Kim Jong Il visited the factory.

Outwardly, it did not look so majestic–a yard surrounded by two-storey buildings for production.

But it boasted a wide product range–bread, noodles, confectionery, oil, liquor, honey, seafood, pickles, 
traditional tonics, beverage, ceramics, etc.

It depended entirely on locally available raw materials to feed the production lines, introduced 
advanced technology in processing and packaging, and established cultured practices in production.

He was all smiles looking round the room dedicated to the history of the factory and the shop floor.
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He said: It resembles a foodstuff show at the Three-Revolution Exhibition House. All products here 
have been made in our country. This can be called a spark for a revolution in the foodstuff-processing 
industry. This is precisely the groundwork for bringing about a revolution in light industry, the 
foodstuff-processing sector in particular. Today I am happier than on the day when our artificial 
satellite Kwangmyongsong 2 achieved orbit.

Then he went on to say to the factory officials:

I extend my heartfelt thanks, in the name of the Supreme Commander, to the officials and all 
other employees of this factory who have rendered a positive contribution to improving the 
dietary life of our service personnel and people by sprucing up the factory and mass-producing 
hundreds of kinds of quality goods by themselves in line with the requirements of the Songun era.

Though with some hesitation, the manager requested the General to meet his meritorious employees 
who had worked at the factory for ten years since its inauguration.

Kim Jong Il said, “I agree with you, manager. Send for all of them.” 

After a while he greeted the laudable employees and highly praised them for having worked hard in the
revolutionary soldier spirit and the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance and fortitude to bring such huge 
benefits. Calling them patriots and meritorious workers, he posed for a photograph with them.

Then he moved to a shop attached to the factory and looked carefully at the counters stacked with 
commodities.

He said that he was very happy to see them and, noticing makkoli (crude liquor–Tr.), asked about the 
demand for it.

Told that the demand was growing, he said:

We are buying five bottles of this liquor. 

Where is the cashier? Pay her money. 

“Yes, sir,” answered an official.

Credit sale must not be allowed at a shop. 

He said with a stern look and then laughed.

The officials laughed, too. Some minutes ago, while looking round the factory, the General asked the 
manager what was the best liquor at the factory. The latter replied that it was the one made from songi 
mushroom of Mt Chilbo. The General advised the officials in his company to buy liquor and other 
foodstuffs.

Then he emphasized, “And you must pay the price.” 

At that time there was nobody among them, who could read his mind. He was conceiving a plan to 
raise the flames of a revolution in light industry across the country with an example set by this factory 
as the initial spark.



Strong Molar Teeth

On August 1, 2007 Kim Jong Il visited the Ranam Coal-Mining Machine Complex.

At the shop floor where the workers and technicians were stepping up the assembling of a large 
machine in its final stages, the General inquired in detail about its parts and components.

While answering his questions, the manager felt regretful for the fact that the machine was operated by 
a program logic control unit, a lower version than that which had been planned.

He explained, “According to the original design, this machine was to be operated by a system of AC 
servo motor and ball-jointed screw. But it has been redesigned to be equipped with a program logic 
control unit.”

To his surprise, however, the General said, “The workers at Ranam who are unfailingly loyal to the 
Party, despite the shortage of all materials and the difficulty of conditions, have given full play to 
the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance and fortitude and their creative wisdom, making 
innovations in manufacturing new, modern machines.” 

The manager was perplexed by this undeserved praise. The AC servo motor was a high-tech product as 
it could automatically regulate the speed and power while in operation. That’s why the management of 
the complex had planned to use it, with the conviction that it accorded with the Party’s call for steadily 
developing new things.

The manager pledged that they would from now on adopt the system of AC servo motor and ball-
jointed screw.

The General advised that the system did not conform to the country’s actual conditions.

He explained to the manager: Under the existing conditions, the hydraulic model suits our economy. If 
we use a machine operated by the system of AC servo motor and ball-jointed screw, accuracy of 
voltage and frequency should be ensured in the electric power systems. Now this is all but impossible. 
It is your subjective desire to make a machine run by the above system. Of course, we must 
manufacture such a machine in the future.

The manager felt ashamed for his narrow vision.

The General had keen insight into the overall economic conditions of the country and, instantly 
discerning the officials’ unrealistic plans, would advise them against seeking impractical solutions to 
scientific and technological problems.

As if he was still appreciating the manager’s pluck and ambitiousness, he resumed: A man with strong 
molar teeth can munch at hard food. For the present we should make hydraulic machines. After 
building up the foundations of production to ensure rated voltage and frequency, we should gradually 
switch over to developing machines operated by the system of AC servo motor and ball-jointed screw. I
think that attempting to make such machines now is an impractical plan.
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He reiterated that hydraulic machines suited the country’s actual conditions and the machine equipped 
with a computer-operated NC device was really excellent. He instructed the manager to continue to 
direct efforts to manufacturing hydraulic machines like the one he saw that day.

At a Livestock Branch Farm

On July 18, 2002, when hostile forces were claiming on account of the difficulties facing the DPRK 
that socialist Korea would implode, Kim Jong Il visited a livestock branch farm that the people in 
Kusong laid out at the Namsan Cooperative Farm.

From an observation post the General had a bird’s-eye view of the buildings in the branch farm, 
praising the fine scenery of the farm and the achievements made by the city.

Aren’t those goats over there? 

He pointed to the goats moving in a flock on the mountain.

An official replied yes.

The General asked the number of goats, the females in particular. Surveying the mountains nearby, he 
praised the wonderful scenery again.

Another official, pointing at the corrals, said that cattle were out grazing on the fields.

“How many cattle do you have?” asked the General.

The official said that the branch farm had dozens of cattle and was raising them to be used as draught 
animals at workteams.

The General asked what it had besides the cattle.

The official replied that it had geese, pigs and rabbits.

“Now do you raise cattle at the corrals or send them to graze on the fields?” 

“In the main we allow them to graze.”

The official pointed at the foot of a mountain where the animals were roaming about.

Gazing at them, the General said that he could see the cattle and praised that the branch farm was 
laudable and achieved a lot without much publicity.

He told officials in a confident voice, “I think it would be good to invite all those, who assert that 
our country is imploding, to come here. Also, it would not be bad to invite the journalists in the 
West, who are in the habit of backbiting others, to come here and see with their own eyes how our
people are striving to live on their own.” 

He said with a broad laugh that the Namsan Cooperative Farm would now wish to expand the livestock
farming and export processed meat in large quantities to make money.
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The officials joined the laughter.

“Special Lecture” on Liquor

On February 23, 2002 Kim Jong Il was looking round a new liquor shop at the Taehongdan Potato-
Processing Factory.

Displayed at one side of the packaging room were bottles of potato liquor. The alcohol contents were 
25%, 30%, 40%, etc, but the bottles looked alike. So did the trademarks.

The General was unhappy about it but an official began to brag about the products.

Citing a European wine, he said, “The product of this factory is better than the wine. This foreign 
product contains 30mg of aldehyde and methanol per litre, and the potato liquor, 4mg. That’s why one 
hardly feels a headache and can soon recover from a hangover.”

The General commented that such a liquor could not be called good because people would drink liquor 
to feel drunken.

He picked up an uncapped bottle and smelt it.

Officials stood anxiously for his comment as if they were students eager for their test results.

Laughing aloud, he said, “It smells like moonshine.” 

This humorous comparison created a ripple of laughter among the officials, who were impressed by his
keen wit.

The official, who was boasting of the liquor, felt ashamed.

The General told him in an encouraging tone that it got off to a good start and it was necessary to give 
wide publicity to the potato liquor, stressing that its high quality should be advertised in international 
market as well.

The official was filled with remorse and made up his mind to develop the liquor into a quality product 
with a unique taste.

The General advised that the designs and colours of trademarks and bottles of the liquor should vary 
according to its alcohol contents. Then he asked officials if they knew about world-famous brands, their
histories and alcohol contents.

They all stood dumb.

He said with a smile, “Since olden times soju has been famous in our country and I cannot see the 
reason why the potato liquor with an alcohol content of 25% is not called soju. As its alcohol 
content is low, soju has been warmed up before drinking.”

He went on to tell about some other brands: Japanese sake is 16%. Historically, the Japanese have 
preferred to drink it. They do not like soju because it is stronger than sake. Vodka originated in Russia. 
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Its alcohol contents are 42% and 45%. In Russia they do not produce liquor with an alcohol content 
lower than 42%. Vodka is cooled before drinking, and it smells fragrant. The Russians keep ice chips in
a fridge and put them in the cups. Vodka has a good taste. China’s famous brands are mao-tai and 
baijiu. They are very strong. …

In this way he gave a detailed account of Korean soju and other foreign brands, their histories, alcohol 
contents and ways of drinking.

Officials were attentive to this “special lecture” as if they were listening to an interesting fairy-tale 
from a teacher.

The General finished his story by reiterating that the potato liquor from Taehongdan should win fame 
in international market.

Now this liquor wins the top prize at the national liquor show that is held every year in the country, and
it has gained much popularity among foreigners.

"Interview" for Reunification (4)

Sydney or Seoul.

The talks were proceeding in a cordial mood. One of the guests asked Kim Jong Il whether he would 
accept the invitation from the chairman of the International Olympic Committee, extended to him and 
President Kim Dae Jung, to attend the Sydney Olympic Games.

Silence reigned for a minute. It was a sensitive issue in the light of the political situation.

At last Kim Jong Il said that he had not been informed of the invitation, adding that he could not make 
time to visit Seoul, where his fellow countrymen lived, much less Sydney.

He went on, “In fact, I have not yet been to Seoul to meet my fellow countrymen in the south, and 
there is no reason why I should go to far-off Sydney to perform like an actor!” 

After a pause he resumed that he would like to visit Seoul, Jeju Island and Pusan, but he could not find 
time because of his tight schedule.

The guests became stenographers, noting down his words.

The following day the full text of Kim Jong Il’s discourse at the luncheon was carried on the whole two
pages of newspapers in south Korea.

"Interview" for Reunification (3)

The Day of Reunification.

The interview lasted long and many guests were still active.
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Suddenly, one of them, who remained silent all along, stood up and asked, “When do you think Korea 
will be reunified?”

To all, it was a great surprise because they considered it somewhat rude. As a matter of fact, no one 
could dare predict when Korea would become one again as it remained divided for more than half a 
century.

All stared at the man, who blushed with shame.

However, Kim Jong Il answered kindly and perspicuously: It depends on a decision by the north and 
south of Korea. Depending on how we make up our minds and how the Korean people pool their 
efforts, Korea’s reunification can be resolved immediately or not.

All clapped their hands as a token of their admiration for his concise and meaningful reply to the 
difficult question.

“Interview” for Reunification (2)

National Cooperation.

The south Korean guests grew more excited as Kim Jong Il promptly answered all their questions very 
clearly by referring to his broad knowledge, keen insight and humorous anecdotes.

Another guest said, “The north’s animations and computer software have reached the world standard. I 
think the north will rake it in if it cooperates with other countries in this field.”

Kim Jong Il laughed heartily, and said: If the north and the south cooperate in this field, each side will 
get half of the profits. It means all the profits will be for the Koreans. Then why should the north 
cooperate with other countries?

At the moment a phrase in the June 15 Joint Declaration came to their minds–By Our Nation Itself!

His answer stated that By Our Nation Itself was not an empty slogan and reaffirmed that all the Korean 
people must join efforts to put an end to the tragedy of national division.

“Interview” for Reunification (1)

In early August 2000, following the publication of the historic June 15 Joint Declaration, a delegation 
of the south Korean mass media arrived in Pyongyang.

The delegation was composed of the high-hatted senior executives representing the south Korean 
media circles.

Kim Jong Il met them on August 12.

This meeting was later headlined Shocking Interview.
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Single-Hearted Unity and Military Might.

During the talks he asked a senior executive, “How many years have you been engaged in 
journalism?” 

The guest hesitated a while and replied that he had been involved in journalism for several decades.

Kim Jong Il said, “Then you must have written anti-communist articles for 80 to 90 per cent of 
your career.” 

Laughter burst out among other guests who, from a professional habit, had been keyed up for his 
questions.

This enlivened the atmosphere of the gathering. When they were entreating the officials of the north for
an audience with Kim Jong Il, they pledged that they would never ask him any questions during the 
talks or luncheon. Now instincts were prompting them to stand up one after another.

Unexpectedly, the gathering turned into an interview.

A member of the delegation raised a question as to where the source of his strength for defending 
socialism lay.

Kim Jong Il answered immediately: It is military strength. The source of my strength is twofold. First, 
there is single-hearted unity and, second, there is military might. Only with a strong military force can 
one deal with relations with foreign countries from the independent standpoint. We still need this strong
force even in the case of having close ties with other countries. Otherwise, our country may follow the 
same path as the feudal Joson dynasty in its final days under the reign of the Regent Prince Taewon or 
Empress Myongsong.

Half Water and Half Fish

On May 9, 2000 Kim Jong Il visited a newly built catfish farm. Quite different from common fish 
ponds, the catfish farm was furnished with modern facilities for mass-producing tens of thousands of 
catfish in cylindrical ponds to put production on an industrial and intensive basis.

The General praised that the farm was built superbly as befits a structure in the era of the Workers’ 
Party and, if the roofing was completed and the surrounding area laid out well, the farm would look 
better than a guesthouse.

Then he said, “The room for artificial incubation has been furnished well. It resembles a smart 
scientific research base.” 

An official told him that at the farm no more than 15 women were producing hundreds of tons of 
catfish a year.

The General spoke highly of their strenuous efforts.

The ponds for fattening were teeming with stout catfish. It was quite a thrilling sight.
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He said joyfully. “Indeed, it is half water and half fish.” 

Officials were more than excited as this phrase illustrated the high productivity of catfish.

Noting that the ponds for fattening were cylindrical and it was the key to intensive farming of catfish, 
the General said: Catfish farming is a highly productive and lucrative business, since they grow quickly
and consume comparatively little feed, and they can be bred intensively. Moreover, they are delicious, 
nutritious and have medicinal efficacy.

He went on to underline the need to breed catfish extensively in hot springs.

Half water and half fish, intensive farming of catfish!

Since then this phrase has been known as emblematic of the standard of the country’s fish farming set 
by the General.

Our Own Things (3)

Self-Reliance 

Now he was standing in front of an assembly stand at the Youth Control Appliances Shop. He picked 
up the nearly-assembled button switch and terminal board for a machine tool and operated them. He 
said that the button switch of the factory did not look nice but its quality was quite good, reiterating that
he liked Korean products most. He added that if the problem of reliability was resolved, it would be 
immaculate and the terminal board was of high quality.

He asked how many terminals it had.

An official replied 12, adding that the board might be fitted with two to 50 terminals according to 
customer needs.

The General praised that the product would be much in demand at the Ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunications and relevant sectors. Noting that springs were the key to the reliability of electric 
control appliances, he asked where the factory was obtaining the springs.

This expert question filled officials with admiration.

Another official answered that the factory had imported such springs but now it was manufacturing 
them by tapping spare materials.

The General asked him if the factory had a shop for reprocessing the materials. He was still doubtful as 
the products had to go through exacting technical processes.

The official answered, “The reprocessing shop has not been well equipped, and it draws and reheats 
steel leaf springs and piano strings.”

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7972


Satisfied with this reply, the General told other officials that “Self-reliance is the only way to survive!” 
was truly a good slogan. Then he asked the manager what was the motive for the factory to choose to 
fend for itself, praising once again that it had made a lot of achievements by itself.

The latter said, “You set the factories in Jagang Province as a model and instructed that other factories 
should follow suit.”

“You mean you have been to those factories.” 

“Yes, sir. There were many things to learn.”

“Um…” 

Nodding to the manager, the General said that his factory gave him a great encouragement that day, 
highly praising it for having developed many products in recent years in the revolutionary spirit of self-
reliance.

He went on, “If we work hard with confidence in victory as the officials of this factory do, we can 
achieve anything and will surely build a thriving country.”

Our Own Things (2)

The Only Way for Survival 

He was happy looking round the factory. He examined a switch that was being assembled and named it 
twin switch, saying that it might be useful in rural dwellings both for connection to an electric cooker 
and keeping boiled rice warm. Then he went over an electric cooker and praised that the Korean 
product was excellent and it was most suitable to the situation in the countryside and by no means 
inferior to a foreign cooker.

He told officials that such good things should be produced in large quantities and supplied to the 
people, stressing that he would have assistance rendered to the factory and it should turn out smart 
electric appliances with confidence.

He halted in front of the process for making electric control equipment and watched the employees at 
work.

After a while he turned round and told officials that the previous year he had tasked a machine factory 
with producing hundreds of machine tools and it completed the task because the workers of this factory
overcame difficulties and manufactured necessary electric control appliances in sufficient numbers.

He praised the manager of the factory for maintaining regular production in such a difficult situation.

Then he asked him what the secret of regular production was.

The manager was perplexed and, after drawing breath, told him what had happened when he went 
abroad to purchase equipment. The foreign company he was dealing with offered exorbitant prices at 
the talks.
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Enraged at this shameless behaviour, he stated that he would not buy them and his factory would 
manufacture such equipment at all costs.

The foreigners sneered at him, and he made up his mind to make the equipment so as to defend the 
national dignity.

The General agreed with the manager and told him that it is just the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance,
and dependence on foreign forces will lead the nation to ruin.

Then he said to the officials, “A man without self-respect is as good as dead.”

Our Own Things (1)

Kim Jong Il visited the Hamhung Youth Electric Appliances Factory on September 23, 1999.

More Valuable

The General looked round the case-assembling shop and then the ordinary appliances shop. There he 
saw a switchboard that was being assembled.

The manager of the factory told him that they were switchboards and panel boards to be sent to the 
small- and medium-sized power stations under construction.

A smile passed over his face.

The manager was baffled as the case for the main body of the switchboard looked jagged. He 
murmured, smiling awkwardly, that the case was made from an old drum as steel plates were not easily 
available.

The General looked surprised at this explanation and said that he was not faulting the shape of the case.

After studying every nook and cranny of the switchboard, he told officials that its rough surface did not
matter and there was no need to find fault with the cases for the switchboards and panel boards made 
from old drums.

Then he said:

“Power is generated from an electric generator, not a switchboard or panel board. I do not like 
boasting of the large buildings and gleaming switchboards and other incidental equipment for 
small- and medium-sized power stations.” 

The officials flushed crimson with embarrassment.

He resumed: When I was inspecting a unit, I saw a glittering switchboard imported from a foreign 
country. It broke down and it was all but impossible to repair it because its parts were not available. I 
was convinced that nothing is better than our own things.

Then he moved to the assembly shop and examined the emergency power cutout that the workers 
developed by themselves.
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He inquired about the technical specifications of the device as compared to its imported counterpart 
and said that the Korean device was clearly superior and its quality was good though it did not look so 
attractive as the imported device.

Regardless of Cost

On October 21, 1997 Kim Jong Il visited the newly-built Songam Myonggi Cattle Farm.

Dressed in a white overall, the General looked round the interior of the cattle farm. Giving fodder to the
animals in the corrals, he said, “I am very pleased to see those plump cattle, and they look so 
tempting.” 

Unlike other cattle farms it is advantageous in that it mass-produces beef by intensive methods by 
feeding cattle in the corrals, not allowing them to graze in grassland, he noted. He said with satisfaction
that now the people could be supplied with delicious beef.

Looking for a while at the animals shaking their heads and chewing the cud, he joked, “In the past 
cattle could hear a cowherd playing on a flute as they were left grazing in the fields, but now they 
cannot do so as they have been locked in the corrals.”

For many ages cowherds blew on flutes, herding their cattle to graze on pastures. They played idyllic 
songs to allay the arduousness of crossing mountains and valleys.

The industrial breeding of cattle by intensive methods put an end to the history of cowherds.

The General was looking round the corrals with a broad smile, when an official broached the subject of
reimbursing the beef production cost.

The problem was weighing long on the latter’s mind but the General looked unpleasant.

After a pause, he said: You are worrying too much about it. We have never calculated the cost before 
we do things for the benefit of people. We must spare nothing for them. It is for our people that we 
need money and produce meat. We must think hard to increase the output of beef, rather than worry 
about the cost. In his lifetime President Kim Il Sung took pains to provide our people with more meat 
and eggs. He passed away and we must realize his wish. You should double the beef production at this 
cattle farm. To do so, you should intensify scientific research and develop ways for boosting 
production.

The General and the People

On July 7, 1995, one day before the inauguration of the then Kumsusan Memorial Palace, many people 
were working to lay out the green area along the road between an underground railway station and the 
memorial palace.
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Grey-haired men, children with red kerchiefs tied around their necks and students were tending the 
trees and flowers, sweeping the road, watering the flowers in the park, pruning the branches and 
mowing the lawn.

As they were working, a tram was seen coming along the newly laid rails towards them from the 
palace. Some stopped working, and looked up to see the tram.

“The General is on the tram!”

“Hurrah! Hurrah!”

The shouts were followed by thunderous cheers, and people rushed towards the moving tram. Young 
people, women, children and old men were running after it, only to see their dear leader.

Having talks with officials in the tram, Kim Jong Il saw the people following it. He rose from his seat 
and waved to them. They cheered and shouted in tears, still running.

Worried that they might fall down, he kept waving to them. A girl stumbled over a bush, got up and 
trotted along after the tram.

The tram stopped short of the turnaround, surrounded by the cheering crowd.

The people hedging in the tram closer and closer, an official persuaded them to make way for it as the 
General was busy.

They moved out of the rails and the tram passed the turnaround.

It accelerated towards the palace, and yet the cheering continued behind it.

The General, looking back, said in a choking voice:

“Our people are really good. 

“To think that I am breathing the same air as such people and working with them, I have made 
up my mind to strive harder for the revolution.”

Politics for the Future (3)

Infinite Affection

He said that as the children would tour Mt Kumgang and Masik Pass during the camping period, 
scrupulous arrangements should be made so that they could have a pleasant time, pitching tents and 
enjoying mountaineering. He stressed that a cooperative farm and a fishing cooperative should be 
assigned to take full charge of the supplies for the camp, such as meat, eggs and fish, adding that one 
more central children’s camp should be set up in Mt Kumgang and Kwail County respectively, and a 
modern camp in every province.

He made the rounds of the newly-built hall, electronic recreation room, rooms for various circles and 
marine science diffusion room.
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He instructed officials to calculate how much it would cost to build an aquarium, stressing that it must 
be built at the camp.

He continued to say that 100 plastic boats should be manufactured for the wading pool of the camp, 
amusement facilities set up on a vacant lot beside the pool, and transportation means and a repair base 
provided for the maintenance of the camp.

He said: The Party ensured that Songdowon International Children’s Camp has been renovated in the 
latest fashion, so the League of Socialist Working Youth should keep it in a good state of maintenance. 
The officials in charge of extracurricular education of students and other young people should organize 
camping well in conformity with their age and psychological characteristics and steadily improve the 
contents of the camping activities, so as to ensure that they get more substantial benefits from the 
Party’s affection and benevolent care.

After looking round the camp, he left for the inspection of the front line. His affection for children was 
infinite, indeed.

The following song was very popular among children, as well as adults.

On this spring holiday in April

Our General is going to the soldiers’ units.

Seeing children on the way to the camp,

He waves to them in his car.

He goes to the front line and the children to the camp.

The General sees rugged mountains ahead of him,

And the children see the sun rising above the sea.

...

Politics for the Future (2)

Nothing to Spare

At the kitchen of the mess hall he looked closely at the equipment and advised that the ice cream 
machine should be replaced with a modern one. At the birthday room he said that the children who 
were to spend their birthdays during their camping period would be very pleased when they received 
congratulations and posed for a photograph there.

At the circular restaurant he asked how much money was spent in renovating the camp.

After hearing an official’s reply, he said:
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“There is nothing to spare because the children’s camp is a present I have decided to bestow on 
our children.” 

He went on: I am very pleased that this large modern camp with an area of 40 000 square metres has 
been renovated for the good of our children. Songdowon International Children’s Camp is a present the
Party has prepared with warm affection for children. Probably, it would be unimaginable in those 
countries where socialism collapsed and capitalist countries that such an excellent present as 
Songdowon International Children’s Camp is presented to children. Such a thing can happen only in 
our country where the politics for the future generation is administered.

He underlined that camping should be organized so amusingly that all students would look forward to 
being there.

Politics for the Future (1)

On March 30 1993, when the situation in the country was still tense after he proclaimed a state of semi-
war, Chairman Kim Jong Il visited the renovated Songdowon International Children’s Camp.

Looking at the camp, which had been completely transformed, he was satisfied with its excellent 
location and layout.

Not to Spoil Children’s Pleasure 

Kim Jong Il was guided to a new building. He looked carefully at the furniture, floor, ceiling and 
interior of the lavatory, and praised that the rooms were as good as those of a hotel, and the beds and 
other furniture were excellent, as well as the lavatory.

At the corridor connecting the building to the mess hall he looked out of the window. He noticed 
something near a dense pine forest and asked officials what it was.

One of them answered that it was a military facility.

It had been built in anticipation of a showdown with the enemy in the late 1960s when the Pueblo 
incident orchestrated by the US imperialists precipitated a hair-trigger situation in the country.

Until then many officials had been to the camp but there was nobody who had paid attention to the 
facility. Some of them even presumed that such a military facility should be there because the situation 
in the country remained acute.

However, the Chairman immediately ordered that the facility be removed, stressing that it should not 
have been built in the compound of the children’s camp.

He was worried that it might spoil the pleasure of the children who were enjoying themselves at the 
camp.

By the Hwangju Stream
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On September 28, 1987 an official was informed that Kim Jong Il was heading for the Hwangju Stream
in his county after a field guidance trip.

He made necessary preparations in a hurry and went out.

As he was waiting on the path to the stream, a car approached towards him and the General got off with
a genial smile.

With arms akimbo he surveyed the stream flowing down between the green mountains.

He said, “The Hwangju Stream is always limpid.” 

The official was smiling as he was looking forward to the day when the General could take a good rest 
after the fatigue of his ceaseless field guidance trips.

He showed him some nets and other fishing tackle.

The General said jokingly, “As there is fishing tackle in plenty, there will not be enough fishes.” 

Then he asked the official if there were still plentiful carps in the stream.

The official said thoughtlessly, “Yes, sir.”

With a slow nod of his head the General resumed: Frankly speaking, a large carp farm was newly built 
in Pyongyang. I was told that the farm lacks good species of mother fish, so I came to obtain them here.

The official now realized that he came a long way to obtain fish for the carp farm.

He pleaded with him to have a good rest, adding that he would have them caught and sent to 
Pyongyang.

The General noted that there was no need to trouble the local residents and, pointing at his entourage, 
said that they should do it as it would benefit people.

Then he taught them how to catch fish without getting it hurt and said that he would inspect their work.

The officials picked up scoop nets and other tools and dispersed in pairs.

The county official implored the General to have a rest holding the fishing rod.

The latter said that he did not need to catch fish because inspection was his job. He told the official that
they met after a long separation and should have a talk.

He strolled along the shore, inquiring about the county’s work and giving important instructions.

Hours passed, and other officials gathered, each carrying a bundle of fish.

He asked the one with the smallest bundle where he had netted.

The latter replied that he had netted in the lower reaches of the stream where the current was swift but 
it was quite deep and clear.



The General said: Seeing your small catch, I guessed so. Carps live near to the bottom, so you must 
pitch the net deep into the water to make a good catch. They prefer slow current and muddy water at 
the bottom.

The officials collected the fish in a puddle.

With a satisfied look the General instructed some of them to sort out carps without getting them hurt.

Some officials stepped into the puddle but were at a loss what to do.

The General laughed merrily, saying that they could not distinguish carp from goldfish and teaching 
them how to do it.

When they finished sorting out the fish, the county official told him that he would parcel up good fish 
species for him.

But the latter declined this offer and said, “Thank you for your favour. But I have a different idea.” 

He went on: The fish over there should be sent to the dormitory in the county. At the dormitory they 
may not feel full all the time, and they will like fish soup. All these here should be sent to the workers 
who are performing feats of labour at the construction site of Kwangbok Street. They are taking much 
trouble.

He stressed, “Then our visit here will be more worthwhile.”

Mistakes

On June 7, 1983, while touring China, Kim Jong Il visited a canned food factory in Shanghai.

An official of the factory explained the process of sterilization to him.

Underlining the importance of sterilization at foodstuff factories, the General asked how they were 
sterilizing cans.

The Korean interpreter translated the reply. “Cans are sterilized at 120°C for eight minutes.”

“120°C?” 

The General looked dubious, saying, “It must be 4°C or 5°C higher than that.” 

The interpreter asked the Chinese official to confirm the temperature.

Then he said in an embarrassing tone, “I was wrong. He says it is 124°C.”

He made a mistake because of the noisy machines.

Kim Jong Il nodded, and said that cans could be sterilized thoroughly at 124°C for eight minutes.

This reminded the accompanying officials of what happened some days ago when he was looking 
round a brewery in Qingdao.
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That day he asked the manager what kind of antiseptic they were using on the inside of cans and 
whether beer tasted different in that case.

As he was confused by his expert questions, the manager answered that it had the same taste.

The General asked again if it was true.

The manager admitted his mistake, and said with an awkward look, “Frankly speaking, the beer tastes a
bit different. We are making effort to solve the problem.”

The General laughed merrily.

Stern Instructions

On August 4, 1975 an official was summoned by Kim Jong Il. Upon entering his office, he was keyed 
up to see his angry face. Never before had he seen him in such a bad temper.

He asked reproachfully if it was true that people still sang a song about him at ceremonious events or 
meetings.

The official was dumb.

By that time songs in praise of him, including the Song of Dear Comrade Kim Jong Il, were composed, 
which were immensely popular among men and women, young and old.

At ceremonious events, for example, they sang a song dedicated to him of their own accord, as well as 
the Song of General Kim Il Sung.

Kim Jong Il summoned him because he had been informed about this.

He said:

“I instructed you to ensure that people sing only the Song of General Kim Il Sung at all 
ceremonious events and meetings, but they do not do so yet. 

“You have deliberately ignored my instructions that officials must no longer allow a song about 
me to be sung at ceremonious events and the prime movers be punished. It is wrong that you 
interpreted my instructions at will and have not carried them out.” 

Then he reiterated that such a song must never be allowed.

The official decided to tell him what was on his mind.

“Dear leader! How can I forbid people to sing the song as they do it from the bottom of their hearts? I 
cannot do so. Even if I did, they would never listen to me.”

“Stop it,” he shouted resolutely.

He stressed that people must not be allowed to sing a song about him, saying that his greatest wish was 
to ensure that the song dedicated to Kim Il Sung reverberated throughout the country.
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“In the future you must ensure that people do not sing any song other than the Song of General 
Kim Il Sung at meetings or ceremonious events. If you do not follow my instructions, I will have 
you dismissed from your post.” 

With a stern look he ordered that he must take prompt measures to prevent the practice from being 
widespread, underlining that he must do what he instructed him to do if he would wage the revolution 
with him to the last.

The official walked out of the office and was heading for the street.

Students were marching past in fine array, singing aloud a song.

Endowed with the valiant spirit of Paektu,

He is a guiding star that has risen in the sky over Korea.

Holding high the red flag of the revolution,

He adds shine to our land of Juche.

So dear to our hearts is the leader,

Our beloved Kim Jong Il of undying fame.

…

The official stopped walking and thought to himself: How can I carry out his instructions as people 
sing the song with all their hearts?

Admiration of a Technician

On January 5, 1967 Kim Jong Il was inspecting a poultry farm in Pyongyang.

As dusk fell, chickens were sleeping on the roost, paying little heed to the plentiful feed on the crib.

He asked why they had not taken it.

A technician of the farm said, “When it gets dark, they sit on the roost without taking the feed.”

Kim Jong Il asked again:

Then why don’t you turn on the lights at the coop?

The technician was perplexed.

Kim Jong Il explained: On summer nights farmers usually hang the lights under the eaves of their 
houses and make a smudge in the yard to keep off mosquitoes. All family members sit together, 
chatting and making a straw rope. Chickens roam about the brightly lit yard, taking the feed far into the
night. If you take advantage of this habit, you can raise the fattening rate of chickens quickly.

Then he continued:
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If you hang the lights at the coop at night and give chickens feed, they will not sit on the roost 
early in the evening but continue to take the feed. Then they will grow fast. This does not take 
much effort, so you can do so if you are a little concerned about it.

Later, the technician followed this advice, observing the fattening rate of chickens. He was glad to 
notice that the weight of a 63-day-old chicken increased by 0.6-0.8kg on average.

Priority

It happened right after the project for renovating the Taedongmun Cinema was over.

The cinema was swarming with Pyongyang citizens who came early to buy tickets.

Unexpectedly, a column of soldiers in smart uniforms arrived in front of the cinema.

All wondered who they were.

On August 2, 2008 Kim Jong Il inquired about the operation of the cinema. Noting that watching a film
at a cinema was great fun, he asked the officials of the WPK Central Committee who had been given 
priority as the demands for tickets were rapidly growing.

They answered that the audience included workers, officials and artistes in the city.

The General was disappointed at the reply because the soldiers who had taken charge of the renovation 
project were not among them.

With a reproachful look he underlined that after the completion of a new project those who carried it 
out must be the first to benefit from it.

Then he recounted what had happened in the 1970s.

… After the Pyongyang Subway was inaugurated, Kim Il Sung came to look round it. He asked the 
officials whether the soldier-builders had taken the trains.

The officials replied that they had not, and he said that they had a hard time of it laying the subway, so 
they should all take the trains. He ensured that they took them for a couple of days before opening the 
subway to the public.…

Finishing his story, Kim Jong Il resumed: After the inauguration ceremony of the Haeju-Hasong 
Railway it was the young builders in charge of the project who were the first to take the train. And at 
the inauguration ceremony of the northern railway the young people who laid it took the first train.

He went on to say:

It is natural, after something has been built, that those who carried out the project use it first, 
and this is a mode of people-oriented politics. 
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He noted that recently the officials were not paying due concern to this, adding that the soldiers who 
renovated the Taedongmun Cinema might not have watched a film at such a modern cinema, so 
arrangements should be made for them to enjoy it first.

He resumed that as it had 1 000 seats, the soldiers should take turns to go to the cinema, and a militant 
film should be selected and shown to them.

This was how the soldiers got priority in watching a film at the modern cinema.

“Three-Point Commander”

On November 27, 2007 Kim Jong Il was inspecting a KPA unit.

At the soldiers’ hall he closely studied the history board hanging in the corridor.

Pointing at the photograph of the commander, a political officer of the unit reminded him that a decade 
ago when he was inspecting a military university, he was a cadet and made a three-point shot at a 
basketball match.

The General recollected the day with a gleam of amusement.

… That day the university arranged a basketball game between Songsae and Pangphae teams. From the
very beginning the game was fiercer than ever before as it was watched by the Supreme Commander.

Five seconds after the start of the game the Songsae team scored a point and the players grew more 
excited.

When a cadet of the Pangphae team took possession of the ball, the General shouted, “Three-point 
shot, three-point shot.” 

However, the player was standing too far away from the basket and he had not succeeded in a three-
point shot at such a long distance.

He collected himself and threw the ball with all his might.

Astonishingly, the shot was a success.

“Well done. Good,” exclaimed the General, clapping his hands in delight. …

Recalling the scene, he praised that the cadet had already become a commander.

After looking round the unit, he was satisfied that it was effective in ideological education, flight 
training, management and supply services.

Before leaving, he turned round to the officer and called, “Three-point commander!” 

“Here!”

“You are not so old. You can still play basketball.” 

“Yes.”
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“I wish you good health and success in your work.”

Thank the General

In the aftermath of the Arduous March and forced march the country was running short of electric 
power.

The same was true of a rural village on the west coast.

One night the whole village was lit up. The residents learned that a windpower station built by a nearby
KPA unit was supplying electricity to their village. They were deeply grateful to the service personnel.

The following was how this happened.

On February 3, 2004 Kim Jong Il inspected the unit.

He climbed up a rugged hill behind the headquarters to see the windpower station built by the soldiers.

The turbines lining up on the ridge at intervals of dozens of metres blended well with the landscape; its 
huge wings were quite a spectacle.

“The wind turbines are colossal. It is wonderful.” 

He was all smiles, seeing the giants spinning round and round. Then he asked where the electric power 
from the turbines was supplied.

“It is supplied to the headquarters of the unit, companies directly attached to it and houses of the 
officers at the headquarters and civilian employees. Lighting and heating at the companies are powered 
by electricity,” said an officer.

The General was satisfied that the companies were benefiting from the electric heating system.

Then he was lost in thought, surveying the village at the foot of a nearby mountain.

After a while, he asked to the officials, “How is electricity supplied to the farmers’ houses over 
there?” 

They could not give him a reply.

He understood their feelings and resumed: You should ensure that the electricity from the wind turbines
is supplied also to the farmers’ houses in the surrounding area. The farmers live across a road at the 
other side of the village for the headquarters’ officers. At night the latter will be lit up but not the 
former. You should have considered what an impression this stark contrast would make on the civilians.

He said to the officers:

“You should tell the residents that this time you have built a windpower station and its output of 
electric power is not so large. If you say that you are going to share it with them though it is not 
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sufficient, they will be pleased and thank the service personnel for it, praising that it is indeed an 
army for our people. And this tale will go down to posterity like a legend.” 

The officers felt remorse for not having paid due concern to the people.

This was how electricity was supplied to the farmers’ village.

When they were thanked by the farmers, the soldiers told them about their Supreme Commander’s 
close concern, saying that they must thank the General.

A Scene Not Photographed

On January 23, 2003 Kim Jong Il’s car arrived at the forward command post of a KPA unit on the front 
line.

It was still before daybreak and the blizzards were howling.

The officers of the unit ran in a hurry to greet him, but they were surprised to see him unaccompanied 
by his entourage.

It was quite exceptional.

Hours ago, after burning the midnight oil in his office, he called an official and told him to prepare for 
an inspection trip to the front line.

The official made prompt preparations for it but had no time to inform the cameramen. He grew 
anxious as he was well aware of how important the inspection trip was in the history of his 
revolutionary activities.

The General read his mind and said that he must hurry up as the soldiers on the front line were waiting 
for him.

He told the official to ensure that the officials concerned and cameramen would come after him.

The officers of the frontline unit could hardly conceal their surprise.

The General told them that his entourage would arrive later and he would first look round the command
post.

He led the way and, on top of the height, surveyed the defence lines extending on a vast area.

He was briefed on the situation by the commander of the unit and inquired in detail about the local 
topography and deployment of forces.

After long hours he climbed down the height to meet the soldiers.

By then the officials concerned and cameramen arrived.

They looked so sorry for being late. They requested him to climb up again.

A smile surfaced on his face, and he said that they must be feeling regret about not taking a photograph.
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He continued, “The soldiers are waiting. Let us all pose for a photograph with them.” 

Regrettably, a page of the history of his Songun-based leadership was not recorded. 

Penalty Remitted (2)

An Official Comes Back

That day General Kim Jong Il wound up his inspection and left the unit.

The day was short as it was the 11th lunar month, but the officers and men of the unit talked about his 
visit long into the night.

They heard a car horn blowing in front of the headquarters.

Running outside, the officers were all surprised to see one of the senior officials who had left the unit 
with the General hours ago.

He explained to them why he came back.

The General said to his entourage: Today, while inspecting the unit, I was most pleased to see that the 
officers have worked with great passion without being depressed after they had been punished for their 
fault. I was afraid they might be crestfallen and less positive. But they have achieved a lot in making 
preparations for combat and managing their unit.

An official told him that although they had been subjected to a penalty for their own mistake, they were
greatly encouraged by his visit, adding that they deemed it a great honour.

The General was speechless for a while and reproved the officials: The officers of the unit have been 
subjected to the penalty until now. You should have proposed remitting the penalty when you were 
informed of their good performance. Tomorrow I will have many gifts, including meat and other 
foodstuffs, sent to the unit. But I am afraid the officers might be awkward to receive them.

He resumed:

“As they have been subjected to the penalty, they will feel ill at ease when they are sitting with his
men to eat delicious meat soup.” 

The officials could not say any more.

After a pause he told them that as New Year’s Day was drawing nearer, they should ensure the officers 
could enjoy the holiday with their families in ease and comfort.

Then he ordered solemnly: Remit the penalty that was imposed on the officers as they have set an 
example in perfecting preparations for combat and managing the unit. And restore their ranks.

He told an official that although the latter would be away from him, he should immediately go back to 
the unit and convey to them what he said and restore their ranks.
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The official vowed that he would do as he ordered.

This was how he returned to the unit.

Penalty Remitted (1)

Asking Three Times

On December 18, 2002 General Kim Jong Il was inspecting a unit of the KPA.

Seeing the soldiers under training he noticed that it was physically demanding.

He made the rounds of the barracks and mess hall, and then asked an officer of a subunit what was in 
short supply.

Told that everything was sufficient, he asked the commander of the unit what was most lacking.

The latter answered, “Thanks to your close concern, everything is supplied in sufficient amounts.”

Still worried, the General said:

“I do not believe that you have no difficulty. 

“I know you are telling me so because you do not want to worry me. Please tell me all your 
troubles without hesitation.” 

As he was asking the same question three times without moving ahead, the commander confessed that 
they lacked meat because they were not so successful in sideline farming.

The General said: Today I saw the soldiers under intensive training. They should eat meat regularly. 
After the training they will not feel content with a whole duck each. I will have meat supplied to your 
unit.

He asked the commander which was better, duck or chicken.

“Duck,” replied the officer.

The General agreed, saying that duck was both nutritious and delicious.

He assured the commander that he would make sure that the soldiers were served with meat, as he had 
requested.

Exceptional Report

The following happened on March 1, 2002, when General Kim Jong Il visited a women’s company of 
the KPA.

That day he had talks with the triplets who were serving as soldiers of the company.

With a kind smile he asked them their names.
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“I am Yun Hwang Ok.”

“I am Yun Kum Ok.”

“I am Yun San Ok.”

He said smilingly that when the second letters of the names were put together, it was Hwang Kum San 
(Gold mountain), adding that the names were meaningful.

The triplets hailed from a mountain village in Yangdok County, South Phyongan Province, where 
President Kim Il Sung had opened up a new history of “Gold mountains” after the country’s liberation. 
They were so named by their parents, who wished to hand down the legendary tale to posterity.

Kim Jong Il grasped the meaning of their names immediately and asked them when they had joined the 
army and what their parents were.

Then he said, “You were born at the Pyongyang Maternity Hospital, weren’t you?” 

They said yes.

“Did you receive gold rings?” he asked.

They replied they did. They felt gratitude to him for having airplanes dispatched to carry women who 
were pregnant with triplets, had tonics and gold rings sent to female triplets and silver daggers to male 
triplets as a token of their birth.

Kim Jong Il said that the parents would be very pleased to see their children grown up into stout 
soldiers, adding that they might have difficulties serving the army but he was sure they would 
overcome them.

Then he asked how tall their parents were and whom they resembled.

The eldest of the triplets said, “My second sister resembles mother and my third sister, father. And I am
a hybrid of them.”

He laughed heartily and said, “These triplets are still young and their parents are tall. So they will 
grow taller.” 

Then he ordered the officers to report to him how tall they grew year by year.

They, as well as the girls, were moved to tears.

Later, data about the triplets’ growth were regularly reported to the Supreme Headquarters.

Great Joy (3)

Emergency Call

Kim Jong Il gazed at the picturesque barracks and the surrounding area and said, “Emergency, this is 
an emergency.” 
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Everyone was surprised at this abrupt order.

He resumed that all the officers of the KPA including those of the units of arms and services must visit 
this company that had been laid out in an excellent fashion and learn from its example.

“Yes. We will arrange the visit later.”

Kim Jong Il said with a poker face:

This is my order. Issue an emergency call quickly. This is not a call to cope with any contingent 
event or any critical situation. It is a call to generalize a good thing, a positive example. 

Now the officials realized his intention and told him that they would immediately call all the 
commanders.

He went on to say:

Probably, this will be an emergency call unprecedented in the history of army building. A few 
days’ delay in aiding farmers does not matter. They must see this. Call all of them… Order them 
to stop what they are doing. They must come immediately before acacia blossoms fade and fall. 

By this order the officers of the units of arms and services, those on the front line and others who had 
been aiding farmers were all called to this company.

They were told on the spot why they were summoned abruptly.

Making the rounds of the company they got a good impression and felt remorseful for their poor 
performance.

They made a fresh decision to follow suit.

Great Joy (2)

Commendation

The General noticed the watchwords, including Bravery and Fortitude, affixed to the pillars in the 
barracks.

“What are those?” he asked.

“They represent the ten rules for combat and virtues advanced by President Kim Il Sung.”

He saw a box fastened on top of the pillar and asked, “Then what is that?” 

“The box contains the board and pieces for Korean chess, sticks for yut game and playing cards.”

“That’s good. What is that below it?” 

“That is a mat on which the soldiers sit when playing cards or other games.”

“You have everything in a complete set.” 
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Noting that the nests in the trees made by the soldiers were a manifestation of their patriotism, he 
praised them for building cozy homes for birds and sprucing up the bedroom of the company.

An officer of the company said to him, “The company owes its smart appearance to Jo Kyong Gu, who 
was its political instructor before being transferred to another unit some time ago.”

“Jo Kyong Gu?! Jo Kyong Gu… the name rings a bell.” 

“His past is rather chequered. When he was a soldier at this company, he was discharged in disgrace 
because he committed an error.”

“What was the error?” 

“He was so impetuous that he violated rules in dealing with civilians.”

“Was he discharged for that reason?” 

“Yes, sir.”

The officer continued to say: After being discharged, Jo went back to his native home and worked at a 
farm. He made up his mind to rejoin the army and rectify his error. He went to the construction site 
where his company was seconded, and worked with devotion. Everyone was sympathizing with the 
man but nobody thought of rehabilitating him. Later he rejoined the army according to Kim Jong Il’s 
instructions.

After listening to the officer’s story, the General said, “Well, his name was familiar to me. So he 
achieved a lot as the political instructor of this company.” 

Then he continued that he had inspected many army units but had not witnessed such a meticulous 
lifestyle.

“We should raise Jo Kyong Gu to prominence. He deserves high commendation. What kind of 
commendation is suitable for him?” 

“Some time ago we submitted a proposal of giving him commendation but it was shelved because of 
his erroneous past.”

“We must give him commendation. High commendation!” 

Kim Jong Il resumed: He is a man to be reckoned with. The political instructor is laudable indeed. He 
is highly esteemed by all. Such an officer who lives in the memory of the people is a good man.

Later the title of Labour Hero was conferred on the officer and a feature film produced about him.

Great Joy (1)

The following happened on May 25, 2001, when General Kim Jong Il was inspecting a company of the 
KPA.
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Filled with Fragrance

Acacias were in full bloom in the compound of the company. The surrounding area was overgrown 
with plums and apricots.

The General said smilingly that it looked like a rabbit village in a cartoon, adding that the barracks was 
cozy and there were nests in the trees. Drawing a deep breath, he resumed:

What a fresh air. It is clean and filled with the fragrance of acacia blossoms. It is refreshing, 
indeed. 

Then he called the company commander.

“Commander!” 

“Here, sir”

“You live in a better house than mine. My house is not better than this. I mean it.” 

All burst out laughing.

The bleat of goats was heard, as if they were calling the visitors.

“There is a shed over there. Let’s go and see it,” said the General.

As he was turning towards it, an officer asked him to see the mess hall first.

But the General insisted, “No, I will go to the shed first. It sounds as if those animals are calling 
me.” 

At the shed he inquired about the number of animals and the output of goat milk. A yellow puppy that 
was sleeping under the eaves woke up and wagged its tail, as if welcoming him.

He said with a beaming face, “Here is a yellow dog.”

Then he went on towards the mess hall and saw a variety of foodstuffs on the worktop.

“This is far better than an international hotel. Wonderful.” 

Pointing to an oven, he said that its lid was so gleaming.

He stressed that if other companies conducted effective ideological work, kept the barracks in a good 
state of maintenance and improved the standard of living in the same way as this company did, the 
soldiers would grow attached to their companies and be faithful to military service, as the lyrics of a 
song ran The company is my home, it is my dear home.

Smiling Girl

On January 6, 1964 a girl in charge of sound recording at the Korean Film Studio was engrossed in her 
work.
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Hearing somebody at the door, she turned her head.

A young man was stepping into the room.

She greeted the stranger with a slight bow.

“I am here to do recording for film music,” he said.

The girl said in a faltering voice that he should obtain an approval first.

“Yes, you are right. I must get an approval. I have almost made a serious mistake.” 

“Well, according to discipline you must…”

“I understand. I have forgotten it.” 

He comforted her and turned round to walk out, when the officials at the studio stepped in.

They had been informed of his visit belatedly.

He exchanged greetings with them and told them what had happened just before.

They looked at the girl with reproach.

Her face flushed red.

Kim Jong Il said in a gentle voice, “Today I have almost made a serious mistake. I have forgotten 
it! If that girl had not reminded me of the discipline, both she and I would have breached it.” 

The officials, as well as the girl, laughed in a cheerful mood.

Incidental or Inevitable

In February 1963 Kim Jong Il, accompanying Kim Il Sung, visited the frontline heights in the western 
sector of the front and, several times later, inspected the army units there.

On February 7, 2001, 38 years after that, he came there.

That day he inspected a women’s company.

The political instructor of the company was the daughter of a soldier whom Kim Il Sung had met on 
February 7, 38 years previously, while inspecting the above units.

While talking with the soldier who hailed from Changsong County Kim Il Sung had asked him his 
native place and age, as well as the share his family had received after the harvest before he joined the 
army. Years after being discharged, the man had his daughter serve in one of those units on the front 
line.

Kim Jong Il was very pleased to learn this fact and met the man’s daughter.

Seeing the officer saluting him, he praised with a bright smile on his face that she was defending the 
frontline post in her father’s place.
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Then he continued to say to the officials accompanying him, “How fortuitous it is that on this day, 38
years after the leader met the young soldier who hailed from Changsong, I have met his 
daughter.” 

It was indeed a meaningful meeting.

Wondering if it was really an incidental happening, the officials said to themselves: Kim Il Sung 
traversed the road of Songun all his life, and now Kim Jong Il follows it. Serving the army to defend 
the country has become the tradition of every family, which is peculiar to Songun Korea. That’s why 
the meeting is not a mere chance but an inevitable outcome.

“Mysterious” Glasses

On the early morning of May 22, 1998 Kim Jong Il’s car was climbing to a unit of the KPA on Kkachi 
Peak more than 1 000m above sea level in the eastern sector of the front.

The soldiers were so excited to see their Supreme Commander on the frontline height, but the 
commander of the unit was more than nervous because he had to explain the situation in the area on the
foggy day. It was in such a hazy fog that even the nearby hills were hardly visible.

He accompanied Kim Jong Il to the top of the height and briefed him on the enemy units’ deployment 
and their circumstances, pointing to some of the visible hills that were shrouded in clouds.

Kim Jong Il told him that he knew them all and continued: “That is Sonjo Rock over there and those 
in front of it are Height 351 and Mt Wolbi.” 

The latter and other officials in his company were surprised that he was familiar with all the objects 
that were hardly visible and invisible in a dense fog.

Kim Jong Il knew the topography of the area south of the Military Demarcation Line inside out.

The commander of the unit wondered if he had already been there several times.

Kim Jong Il said, “I can see everything because I am wearing glasses. With glasses on you can see 
them all, too.” 

The officials looked confusedly at him, who laughed out loud.

They realized that he came to master the geographical features of the front line as he had made 
painstaking efforts to get the army units fully prepared to defend the country and the people.

“Tell Me Frankly”

On June 25, 2001, Kim Jong Il inspected a unit of the KPA.

After seeing the women soldiers under training, he called them.
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He asked them their names, native places and stature.

Saying that they were robust but looked short, he asked one of them:

“When did you join the army?” 

“In Pyongyang in the spring of 1998.”

“As you joined the army in 1998, you lived at home in 1996 and 1997 when rice was most 
lacking.” 

“Yes.”

“Didn’t you suffer from a lack of rice?” 

The soldier dropped her head, not responding.

“Have you skipped meals at home?” 

“No. I have not skipped…”

“You hail from Pyongyang, so I think you got along quite all right. But Pyongyang citizens, too, 
suffered a lot from a shortage of food during the Arduous March. At that time everyone endured 
hunger to defend socialism.”

The General paused for a while, as if he was recollecting the days of the Arduous March when the 
people made painstaking efforts to defend socialism in the face of the imperialists’ moves to suffocate 
the country and blockade it economically.

Then he asked another soldier standing nearby.

“When did you join the army?” 

“In April 1998.”

“As you joined the army in 1998, you, too, have experienced hardships during the Arduous 
March.” 

“Yes.”

“Have you ever skipped meals at home?” 

“No. I …”

“Well, how many meals have you skipped for a lack of rice? 

“Tell me frankly.” 

“I have not skipped meals and I usually ate gruel.”

“You ate gruel. Where did you get rice?” 

“My mother… at a market,” the girl began crying.

“Well. Don’t cry,” the General soothed her.



Collecting himself, he turned round and said to the officials:

“I don’t believe that children in provinces have not skipped meals. 

“Perhaps, these girls are saying that they have not skipped meals because they do not want to 
worry me. As you know, all the people in the country lived on gruel mixed with vegetables at that 
time.”

The girls were sobbing.

One of them said to him, calming down, “At that time you suffered more than us. We all know that you 
led the Arduous March to victory, eating gruel as the people did. We will not forget it for ever.”

He regarded the soldier with teary eyes and asked again, “Have you skipped a meal after joining the 
army?”

“No.”

“What about now? Are you good?” 

“We are really happy now. Under your close concern we are serving the army without feeling hunger or
cold.

“We only wish you good health.”

“Thank you.” 

He clapped her on the shoulder and said to the officials.

“As we underwent the Arduous March, children in the growing period were poorly fed, so these 
girls are not tall enough. It breaks my heart to recollect those days.”

The officials were choked with emotion, and he said to the officers of the unit:

“You should understand my intention well and take good care of the soldiers’ living with parental
affection. 

“Our soldiers are true revolutionaries who, far away from their native homes and parents, are 
devoting their dreamful youth at the posts of national defence whether they are recognized or 
not. 

“Taking good care of the soldiers’ living is the officials’ intrinsic duty and moral obligation. 

“As I stress time and again, the officers should always remember that their men may feel cold 
and hungry, when they feel warm and full. They should take good care of their men’s living.”

Worthy of Praise

The following happened on September 28, 1997, when Kim Jong Il was inspecting a unit of the KPA.

In the mess hall he noticed a board hanging on the wall.
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It was titled “Day for the Soldiers.”

For a good while he studied with curiosity the title and the list below.

The commander of the unit began to explain: The officers of the unit pondered on ways of providing 
the soldiers with better living conditions. At last they agreed on a proposal to establish the “Day for the 
Soldiers.” According to it, all officers and their wives should take turns in preparing side dishes for the 
soldiers’ lunch from December to next March. For example, if it is the commander’s turn, he and his 
wife lay the table with the foods they have prepared for the soldiers, as their parents would do. The 
same is true of the political commissar and other officers. They and their wives obtain subsidiary 
foodstuffs before their turn comes round. Meanwhile, they have vied with one another in preparing 
better dishes. Day after day the soldiers are served with fine dishes as they were done by their own 
mothers, and have made redoubled efforts in the combat and political training to prove themselves 
worthy of the warm affection of the officers and their wives.

After listening to what the commander had to say, the General could understand why the above list 
contained the dates and the names of all the officers ranging from the commander to the sergeant 
majors and civilian employees, and their wives.

Nodding with a satisfied smile, he said. “This is very good. You are doing a really good thing.” 

He continued that it was not easy that the officers’ wives were taking turns for several years in serving 
the soldiers with the dishes they prepared for every lunch from December to next March.

He praised that they were excellent women who regarded the soldiers as their own flesh and blood and 
put the interests of the country above their own. Then he stressed that all other units and subunits of the
army should follow suit and keep the “Day for the Soldiers.”

Later, he said:

“We can be proud before the world that the officers and their wives are keeping the ‘Day for the 
Soldiers.’ It is unimaginable that the officers and their wives in other countries would serve the 
rank and file with the delicious dishes they prepare at home.”

Water, Not Fish

On September 15 1997 Kim Jong Il inspected an island-defending unit of the KPA.

The wind was hissing and raging as he went up to the forward observation post and set out tasks for 
stepping up combat preparations, improving the unit’s combat efficiency and intensifying training.

Then he asked an officer of the unit how many fishing vessels they had.

After listening to his reply, he asked again:

What species of fish are usually caught? 

The officer answered, “Flatfish and, mostly, sandfish.”
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The General said with a smile that it was important to net large quantities of fish, including flatfish, 
sand eel and sandfish, with the self-made lighters and serve the soldiers with them on a regular basis.

An official in his company said, “Supreme Commander, I think islanders are mostly thin because they 
eat fish very often.”

His assertion sounded plausible, and other officials looked confused.

The General said:

I think it is not right to say that one gets thin after eating fish often. The service personnel who 
live on the island are mostly thin though they eat plenty of fish. Perhaps, this is because the water
they drink is not good enough. 

The officers of the unit were surprised at this remark.

One of them said, “Supreme Commander. Here the water is too hard, so the soldiers suffer from 
indigestion. That’s why they lose weight although they eat more fish than those on land.”

The General stressed that they should pay special concern to drinking water.

Mobilization Order

By an order for the mobilization of the KPA all its units were immediately deployed over the vast 
expanse of the lowlands ranging from North Phyongan to South Hwanghae provinces.

People looked wide-eyed at the fully-armed service personnel who were moving in trucks or walking 
on foot day and night.

The US and south Korean armies, which had been keeping watchful eyes on the movement of the KPA 
units, were put on the alert.

Their fear dissipated only some days later, when they realized that those units were staying at 
cooperative farms, not in combat positions.

Then how did this happen?

On April 4 1997 Kim Jong Il said to the commanding officers: The Korean People’s Army is a 
revolutionary army for the people that shares weal and woe with them. To perform its duty with credit, 
it should pay due concern to assisting farmers in their work. This year its units should not go to the 
nearby farms as they did previously, but move as far as the lowlands and stay there for three or four 
months to help the farmers there, so that they will render a tangible contribution to producing cereals.

Then he went on to say:

The service personnel, by learning from the spirit and mettle displayed by the soldier-builders who 
performed heroic exploits in building the Anbyon Youth Power Station, shouting the slogan of loyalty 
Let us not see the blue sky over the country before carrying out the Supreme Commander’s orders, 
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should work hard to help the farmers and thus contribute a large share to boosting the country’s output 
of cereals.

Teacher Who Was Taught

On January 1, 1997 Kim Jong Il visited Mangyongdae Revolutionary School.

The teacher, who was assigned to guide him at the room for education by means of revolutionary relics,
was determined to perform her task with credit.

The General stopped in front of a picture.

The teacher began to explain, “This is a picture of President Kim Il Sung delivering a speech at the 
inauguration ceremony of the school.”

Kim Jong Il said that the picture reminded him of the day, and continued: That evening he came back 
home and told my mother that while giving a speech at the inauguration ceremony of the school, he 
looked closely at the bereaved children and thought of his revolutionary comrades who had fallen in the
mountains. Noting that he could hardly keep back his tears, he said we should become their parents and
take good care of them. My mother said that she stood all along dropping her head as she was also 
crying at the sight of the children. She vowed that she would be their mother. I cannot forget what my 
parents talked.

The teacher was struck dumb with surprise because she knew nothing about it.

Looking more closely at the picture, the General told her that the bespectacled man sitting in the front 
row was the first headmaster of the school and he had accompanied An Jung Gun into Manchuria to kill
Ito Hirobumi.

The guide who was supposed to explain to Kim Jong Il was absorbed by his explanation.

He resumed:

The President said that if a father with his own child became the headmaster, he might not love the 
bereaved children as much and, seeing the child call his father, they would envy him missing their 
parents. So he appointed the childless man as the headmaster.

He then saw a picture of the President being among the children.

The guide felt quite sure about it.

Surprisingly, however, Kim Jong Il, pointing at the several children in the picture, spoke about their 
parents and even an official of the school whose face was half-veiled by that of another man.

The woman marvelled at his unusual memory. It was dozens of years ago and the General was only 
five at that time.

She stood still, looking in admiration at him.
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On the Running Train (3)

Blessed with Soldiers 

On December 1, 1996 Kim Jong Il visited the Seoul Ryu Kyong Su Guards 105th Tank Division of the 
Korean People’s Army to inspect the tank men’s training.

He climbed up to an observation post and surveyed the drilling ground where snow was flurrying.

An officer of the division, pointing to the heated stones scattered across the floor of the observation 
post, said that they had been brought by the soldiers.

Greatly moved, the General looked closely at them and praised the soldiers.

The drill began.

The more time passed, the more the storm was raging.

It was freezing in the observation post.

The officers of the division and others accompanying Kim Jong Il asked him to stand on the stones and 
warm himself.

Throughout the drill, however, he stood on the frozen floor.

Many years later, he saw a performance given by an art group of the division, particularly the reciting 
of a poem titled The Great Songun Road, written on the theme of the above heated stones. He told 
officials that while seeing the performance, he recollected his inspection of the tank men’s drill at the 
division during the Arduous March.

He continued to say: That day it was very cold. I felt as if my feet were frozen. The soldiers brought the
heated stones to the observation post so that I could warm myself. Seeing the soldiers training in the 
biting cold, I could not step onto those heated stones. The moment I saw the stones brought by my 
laudable soldiers, I felt warm in my heart and tears gathered in my eyes.

Then he went on:

“There are no soldiers in the world as excellent as mine. I am blessed with my soldiers.”

On the Running Train (2)

Cards

Kim Jong Il changed the subject, saying, “The officers who do not know how to play cards cannot 
become intimate with their soldiers.” 

Then he asked an official how many rules he knew for card games.

The official answered that he did not know all but some favoured by the soldiers. He began to explain 
them, particularly honssol in the Myongryong game.
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After a while the General interjected that honssol might be honssal, meaning embarrassment. When 
playing this game, there would be nobody who had not been embarrassed by the opponent’s trick.

All gave an amused laugh at this witty comparison.

Then he asked how many months the cards could last.

He underlined the need to supply better-quality cards to the soldiers, saying that they could not last 
long because they would easily crease and wear thin as the official said.

He continued, “The General Political Bureau should ensure that the old packs of cards used by 
the soldiers are sent to me. Those packs should have tags denoting how many months they have 
been used.” 

He stressed that he would examine them and take measures to improve their quality.

Later, he went over the packs in his office and took appropriate steps to supply better-quality cards to 
the soldiers.

On the Running Train (1)

On June 3, 1996 Kim Jong Il was on a train to inspect units of the KPA.

Interesting Film

While specifying ways to enhance the combat efficiency of the army, he brought up the subject of TV 
sets and video recorders that had been supplied to battalions.

A political officer said that according to the plans drawn up by the battalion political instructors, 
companies and the subunits under the direct control of battalions were taking turns to watch new films 
and having meetings to emulate the heroes of those films.

Kim Jong Il asked him whether the soldiers liked watching videos.

“They like them very much,” answered the officer.

“I am glad to hear that the soldiers like watching videos,” said the General.

He continued to ask if they liked ordinary films or those with war themes.

The officer replied that they preferred the latter.

The General nodded, saying that as soldiers who would fight the enemy, they should prefer military 
songs and the films and novels on war themes.

He stressed that prompt arrangements should be made to reproduce copies of 17 Moments of Spring, a 
film of the former Soviet Union, and distribute the videotapes among the army units.

He went on to say:
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“As I have said before, you should not show the soldiers such multi-part films as the Soviet film 
17 Moments of Spring, all at a time. After showing them one part, you should wait until the 
soldiers feel eager for the next part. Then the film will be more interesting.” 

This advice was implying that officers should know the psyche of their soldiers and organize their 
cultural and aesthetic life accordingly.

A Boxing Match Suspended

It was April 25, 1996, the founding anniversary of the KPA.

In the morning Kim Jong Il was planning an inspection trip to an army unit on the front line. He told 
the officials that in order to celebrate the anniversary with the service personnel they should prepare 
some food and have an art troupe accompany them.

At the news of a visit by the Supreme Commander and the renowned Korean People’s Army Merited 
Chorus (the then name), the service personnel rejoiced.

Upon arriving at the unit, Kim Jong Il warmly congratulated them on the anniversary and enquired 
about their schedule for the day.

They had arranged sports competitions, a boxing match in particular, because they thought that it would
demonstrate the unit’s combat efficiency and the soldiers’ courage.

Kim Jong Il sat together with the officers of the unit to watch the match.

Amid loud cheers two robust, agile soldiers made a fierce fight in the ring, pushing and grappling with 
each other.

The match reached its height, when Kim Jong Il said quietly to an officer of the unit, “That is enough. 
Go and tell them to stop the match.” 

Dumbfounded by this order, the officer rose up hesitantly.

Kim Jong Il explained: I am afraid that the soldiers might be exhausted. They should relax themselves 
on this holiday and I do not want to see their bleeding, swollen faces. Boxing is no fun on a holiday.

According to his instructions, the boxing match stopped and recreational games began.

Two Soldiers from Kophung County

On March 20, 1996 Kim Jong Il reached Chol Pass on the way back from his inspection trip to the 
army units on the eastern sector of the front line.

It was one spring day over 30 years previously that President Kim Il Sung had met a soldier on guard 
duty there while on an inspection trip to army units and posed for a photograph with him.
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Kim Jong Il looked back on the unforgettable day when he was accompanying the President.

Looking down at the meandering paths he remembered that there had been a sentry post there at that 
time. He asked if it was still around there and said that he wanted to meet a soldier on guard duty, if 
any.

A general ran towards the sentry post. As it was quite a long way from where they were standing, it 
took over 20 minutes to fetch the soldier. The sun had already dipped behind the hills and the cold wind
was hissing and raging.

In spite of the cold Kim Jong Il cooled his heels on the ridge.

The soldier in full kit saluted Kim Jong Il.

The latter asked, “What is your name?” 

Then he inquired in detail about his birthplace and parents.

The soldier answered affably that he hailed from Kophung County in Jagang Province.

After a long talk with him, Kim Jong Il posed for a photograph with him.

Before parting from the Supreme Commander, the soldier asked him to send the photograph to him as 
soon as possible.

Kim Jong Il agreed, saying with a laugh that he was quite amusing.

It was found out later that the soldier, whom the President had met on this pass three decades before, 
also hailed from Kophung County.

From then on the out-of-the-way place in Jagang Province has been well known to the people all over 
the country, along with Chol Pass that is symbolic of the Songun revolution.

Feast and Corn Porridge

On August 28, 1995 Kim Jong Il was standing with a smile on the deck of a military vessel pitching 
gently on the sea.

The soldiers of a company were conducting a swimming drill in the atmosphere of an actual warfare.

Seeing them, the General said, “The soldiers are good swimmers.” 

He said to the officers of the KPA: Everyone in our country must learn to swim as it is sea girt on three 
sides. To our soldiers, swimming is a key training item. All units should prepare their soldiers to be a-
match-for-a-hundred combatants who are good at shooting, marching and swimming.

After the drill was over, he met the soldiers on the deck. Saying that he had lunch prepared for them as 
they acquired high swimming skills in a short period by intensifying training with indomitable will and 
unyielding perseverance, he led them into the dining cabin.
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On the table was quite a feast including various dishes and fruits.

Kim Jong Il asked the soldiers, smilingly, if they could eat them all.

They answered they would.

He resumed:

You should eat them up. 

Today I have another engagement, so I am not having lunch with you. However, you should think
that you are sharing it with me. It will be good to have lunch in the fresh wind on the boundless 
sea. 

He told the officers accompanying him that they should have lunch with the soldiers there, and left 
after seeing them eating the food.

On his inspection trip to the front line he had his lunch–a bowl of corn porridge.

To the officials in embarrassment, he said that to think that the soldiers were relishing the food, he felt 
full even without having the lunch.

60-year-old “Bridegroom”

“I liked O Jin U as much as the President had liked Kim Chaek.” 

This is what Kim Jong Il said in remembrance of the anti-Japanese war veteran.

O Jin U died of sickness on February 25, 1995.

That day, mourning the deceased for long hours, Kim Jong Il said: Nothing is more heartrending than 
to see revolutionaries of the older generation departing this world one after another. Even though they 
cannot work any longer, we find a great encouragement in them as long as they live. I feel heartbroken 
when they pass away. To our Party, such a senior revolutionary cadre as O Jin U was more precious 
than most. Indeed, his death is a great loss to our Party and revolution.

O Jin U, the then minister of the People’s Armed Forces, was Kim Il Sung’s and Kim Jong Il’s closest 
comrade.

The following happened on his 60th birthday.

Kim Jong Il gave him a call saying that he must come quickly for an important meeting.

The old minister hurried along and walked into a room where he could see several anti-Japanese war 
veterans.

Kim Jong Il appeared from the adjourning room, saying that it was time to guide the bridegroom to the 
table as he arrived.

All looked in confusion at one another, as there was no young man in the room.
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He opened the door and urged the veterans in their sixties to enter the room, stressing that the 
ceremony was about to begin.

Thinking that he was in a deadpan humour to please his old comrades as he used to be, O Jin U stepped
inside.

To his surprise, however, a wedding spread caught his eyes as he entered the small room.

Kim Jong Il declared solemnly:

This frugal spread is for the 60th birthday of the minister of the People’s Armed Forces, a 
revolutionary forerunner who has traversed the long journey of the revolution unwaveringly in 
support of the great leader. 

… 

As this birthday spread has been modelled on a “wedding spread,” I will be the best man. 

O Jin U stood overwhelmed with gratitude.

Kim Jong Il filled a cup of wine for him and proposed a toast to his health.

With the mood growing congenial, he asked the “bridegroom” to tell about his wedding on this happy 
day.

Amid a burst of applause the old veteran stood up and began to tell a story.

Immediately after the country’s liberation he was appointed as the secretary of the Party Committee of 
Anju County. One day he met a beautiful and good-natured girl but her parents did not like him 
because he was an orphan. He went to her house and said to them, “I am the chief of this county and 
you must know that the land and factories in it are all mine. I am governing the county according to 
General Kim Il Sung’s order. You know an old story about Pongi Kim Sondal who sold off the Taedong
River. And to me, a man of the General, governing Anju is a cakewalk. As a guerrilla, I accomplished 
much more difficult tasks.” Then he stood up to leave and the father, who was sitting cross-legged with 
an air of importance, dissuaded him and asked, “Are you really a man of General Kim Il Sung who 
employs the art of shortening distance? Then you must have wings under your arms. When do you 
spread them?”

When O Jin U said this with a poker face, all split their sides with laughter.

Kim Jong Il said, “After all, you came to marry a girl you liked thanks to General Kim Il Sung.” 

The old man resumed: On his wedding day, as he was sitting politely behind the table one of the 
naughty boys threw a paper roll towards him. It read, “You are a thief. You have come in full daylight 
to steel a girl in this village. You must choose between the wedding spread and the girl.” Seeing 
through this attempt at testing his courage, the bridegroom scribbled something on the paper and threw 
it back. The old man with a grey beard, who was presiding at the ceremony, read it with a smile and 
roared, “Get out, naughty boys. You shall pay for this. The stick on the paper means he can beat ten 
rivals at one blow, and the three Xs and one dot mean he can defeat more than 30. Below these symbols



he has written that he is a soldier of the General. This means that he has mastered the art of shortening 
distance.” Overawed, the young boys took to their heels.

As the story-telling was over, all clapped their hands. Kim Jong Il, too, laughed heartily, saying that the
minister was knowledgeable and adroit.

He continued to tell O Jin U: Some days ago, the President instructed that a spread should be prepared 
for your 60th birthday. I told him that I would have his birthday spread modelled on a wedding spread, 
out of my wish that the minister retains a mind of vigour although he is growing old. The President was
quite delighted at this idea.

He told an official that the spread should be sent to the minister’s house for his wife to see, so that they 
could pose for a photo as they had done on their wedding day.

Harmless Cigarettes

The career of the anti-Japanese war veteran Kim Il is replete with anecdotes, many of them showcasing
Kim Jong Il’s ennobling sense of moral obligation to his revolutionary forerunners.

The following happened after he began working as First Vice-President of the DPRK in April 1976.

In the lounge of a building where an important meeting was about to begin, the General was having a 
talk with the old veteran. Studying his fingers carefully, he asked his aide how many cigarettes he 
smoked a day.

The reply was a great surprise to him.

In fact, Kim Il was widely known as a heavy smoker.

President Kim Il Sung once joked that during the anti-Japanese armed struggle the light of Kim Il’s 
cigarette had been flickering even when the campfire had died out at the secret camp, adding that if 
many cigarette butts had been unearthed at the site of a bivouac, it meant that Kim Il’s regiment had 
spent the night there.

Now the veteran became an inveterate smoker. It seemed impossible to wean him from this bad habit, 
an addiction resulting from his life-long, indefatigable exertions.

But the General could not tolerate it.

He gave the aide a severe telling-off: Smoking is impairing his health but you have not done anything 
against it. You are the very man who must control his smoking. His doctor and family members cannot 
do so because he is away from them most of the time. You are failing to do what you ought to do. This 
means that you are derelict in your duty. You should have cared more about his health. I will punish 
you. You deserve a severe punishment.

The aide stood still, filled with remorse, and Kim Il was more nervous.
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Upon coming back from the meeting, he took out the cigarette pack, pipe and matchbox from his 
pockets.

His decision to quit smoking could not last long. He felt ill at ease all the time, fumbling in his empty 
pockets, opening the drawers, toing and froing in his room, and even begging the visitors for cigarettes.
This caused great inconvenience in his life.

One day his aide came in with a matchbox and cigarettes.

“Please take these things,” he said with an amused smile.

“What? Are you teasing me?”

“No, sir. These cigarettes will cause no harm to you.”

Kim Il gaped in wonder at his aide.

The latter explained: After reproaching him, the General was anxious about the veteran’s health. He 
said that Kim Il had supported the President through thick and thin over the long period of the 
revolutionary struggle, noting that it would be difficult for him to relinquish his long-standing habit. 
Then he tasked officials concerned with obtaining harmless cigarettes for him.

Four Packs of Cigarettes

On May 10, 2001 Kim Jong Il was inspecting an artillery unit of the KPA.

In the mess hall he looked carefully at a board hanging on the wall, on which was written a list of 
rations.

He said to himself, “Ten cigarettes a day.” 

Then he asked the company commander, “Does your company receive enough supplies of 
cigarettes?” 

“Yes.”

“Well, let me see your cigarettes.” 

“I do not have them in my pockets.”

“Let me see the cigarettes for the soldiers. Bring me some packs.” 

After a moment the commander brought four packs branded Paeksung.

Seeing the packs in different colours, the General said that they must not vary in colour as they were 
for the soldiers. Then he ordered an official in his company to send those packs to the General Political 
Bureau, so that it would investigate to find out the cause.

He said to the official: As we are taking these packs, the company may lack cigarettes. Instead of them, 
you must send another four Paeksung-brand packs to this company. Cigarettes are supplied to 
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companies according to the number of the soldiers, so if we take some with us, the soldiers will lack as 
much.

He added, “No one must be allowed to take out supplies for the company at will. I, the Supreme 
Commander, cannot be an exception in this respect, either.” 

Some days later, the company received four packs.

Advice on Logic of Life

On March 4, 2001 Kim Jong Il met a senior official of the State Merited Chorus to inquire about the 
old artistes in and out of their work.

Calling an old hornist’s name, he asked how he was getting along.

The man was a skilled musician and, although far over 60, was striving to sustain the peculiar tone of 
his instrument.

The General once called him a gifted artiste worthy of a world record.

The official said to him, “The man lost his wife last year and lives with his children. They complain 
that he has grown nervous at home as never before. They wonder why.”

Kim Jong Il laughed loud, and said reprovingly:

“You are not well versed in the logic of life. 

“An old saying goes that a nervous widower and a sad widow make a new family.”

The official was confused at first and, after reflecting on it, realized what it meant.

The General resumed, “Understanding his feelings, you should arrange his remarriage in a month 
and report back to me.”

“I see,” replied the official, blushing with embarrassment. Afterwards, the artiste was remarried.

Informed of the news, the General asked the official, “Is he happy now?” 

“Yes. He is working with youthful vigour. He does not get nervous any longer.”

Kim Jong Il was pleased with the reply.

Smart Factory

On July 29, 2010 Kim Jong Il gave on-site guidance at a factory in Kanggye, Jagang Province, the one 
which he had visited seven years before.

In front of a horizontal hydraulic press, an official of the factory said: This is the machine you saw 
during your previous visit. It was manually controlled at that time, but now it has been upgraded into a 
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CNC machine. As a result, workers have been freed from hard, backbreaking labour. Workpieces are 
processed with a single keystroke, and production efficiency has jumped 2.5 times.

The General asked, “Is the press working now?” 

The official replied yes.

A senior official of the provincial Party committee added that the factory had completed the 
technological upgrading by itself.

Satisfied, Kim Jong Il looked at other modern presses with control panels.

“Excellent!” he exclaimed.

Then he stopped before a CNC rolling machine, which was capable of regulating the thickness of a 
workpiece by computer.

“Now it is a smart factory,” he exclaimed again.

He stepped into the general control room and studied a computer screen–monitoring the different 
models of presses, regulating the thickness of the rolls and providing ready access to daily production 
results.

The official of the factory explained that thanks to the CNC machines two workers were performing the
job of seven and the processing time reduced to 35 minutes from six hours.

The General asked how many hours in a row they could run.

The official answered an average of 16 hours a day, compared to eight hours for the old machines.

Kim Jong Il appreciated the workers’ modernization efforts and, surveying the shop floor, asked, “Are 
all these many things CNC machines?” 

“Yes. They are CNC machines connected through an integrated manufacturing system.”

“Well done. Now you no longer need to do paperwork for summing up the results of a day’s 
work,” said the General, beaming at the officials of the factory.

They said that they had set a high goal for the introduction of CNC technology, pledging that whatever 
the cost, they would modernize other processes while maintaining regular production.

“I know you are as good as your words,” he said confidently.

He continued to praise them unstintingly for their factory’s splendid appearance and efficient presses.

They said that they had encouraged the workers, through effective political work, to introduce CNC 
technology, telling them that they must do so to bring happiness to the General as he would not visit the
factories that were lagging behind in the CNC drive.

He thanked them all and appreciated their strenuous efforts again.

With a contented smile he declared, “Kanggye is a model!”



Ennobling Personality

On February 28, 2009 Kim Jong Il visited the Manpho Spinning Mill. He was smiling broadly, looking 
round the shop floor and the dormitory that were kept spick and span.

In the period of the Arduous March and forced march they transformed the compound of the mill, 
including the building, in a modern fashion by relying on their own efforts.

Girls were working hard at the gleaming machines. They were orphans and now they were trained as 
skilled workers, who were taking a considerable share in carrying out the production plan. And the mill
made quilts with the by-products from the wool spinning process and sold them to newly-weds.

The General commented that such a nice factory could not be found elsewhere in the country, adding 
with a hearty laugh that it seemed smart enough to be passed in the assessment for the title of the 
Thrice-Honoured Three-Revolution Red Flag.

He was not only happy about the production volume and cultured practice on the shop floor. He found 
greater pleasure in seeing the manageress of the mill who had worked with devotion for the benefit of 
the people without much publicity.

In the past, when everything was in short supply, she took maternal care of 23 orphans even though she
was responsible for the management of the mill.

Kim Jong Il was told that the girls, who bowed to him with tearing eyes when he was looking round the
mill, were those who had been brought up by the manageress.

In the dormitory he saw the kitchen utensils and quilts she had obtained for the girls’ marriage, as well 
as a photograph of her helping them with their study, which was hanging on the wall of a room.

Then he said: Today, looking round the mill, I am more pleased to learn about the beautiful traits of the 
manageress. Her deeds are laudable and patriotic. It is not easy for a factory manageress to raise dozens
of orphans. Only a determined woman can do so. The manageress of this mill deserves to be called a 
genuine patriot. She prioritizes the interests of society and the collective, the Party and revolution, over 
her own, and is determined to devote her whole being to them. Her sense of revolutionary moral 
obligation is admirable. She is indeed a woman of ennobling personality. She is a flower representative 
of our era, who has devoted herself unreservedly to the future of the country with noble humane 
affection.

He went on to say:

“The Songun era is the one of great achievements which produces a large contingent of such 
laudable people as this manageress.” 

He stressed: The might of the service personnel and people united on the collectivist principle of “One 
for all and all for one!” is invincible and we have nothing to be afraid of as long as we are supported 
by this great unity.
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A Farmer from Pyongyang

On July 9, 2008 Kim Jong Il gave field guidance at the Unhung Cooperative Farm in Thaechon County.

Inquiring about the crop yields on the Handure Plain that had been realigned, he was told about a 
farmer, called Om Jong Sil, who hailed from Pyongyang: Eight years before, she learned that the 
General had visited the plain that was being realigned in the dead of winter. She decided to leave her 
home in the capital city and work as a farmer on the plain. Her father’s support was a great 
encouragement to the girl.

Seeing her face tanned and hands calloused from hard work under the sun, the General praised her for 
having volunteered to work at the farm, far away from Pyongyang, after his former on-site guidance in 
the Handure Plain.

An official said that she was a model farmer who was playing a big role in motivating her sub-
workteam to perform feats of labour in the Songun era.

With a satisfied look the General said to the officials in his company: Whereas young people in foreign 
countries are trying to obtain the citizenship of the capital city, those in our country willingly leave 
their beloved capital and volunteer to work at farms and coal mines and for the reclamation projects. 
This is a true feature of our young people who are boundlessly loyal to the Party and the revolution.

He continued, “In the 1960s Ri Sin Ja was known country-wide as a model motivational worker, 
and Om Jong Sil should follow in her footsteps.” 

That day, before leaving the farm, he summoned her again and said: You say that your parents 
supported your decision to volunteer to work as a farmer at the Unhung Cooperative Farm, stressing 
that you must work hard to increase the production of cereals with unshakeable loyalty to the Party. 
They are laudable. You should write a letter to tell them what I have said to you today.

Soon the farmer wrote to her parents in Pyongyang and she became widely known as a model 
motivational worker in the Songun era.

A Monk in Support of Socialism

On May 24, 2008 Kim Jong Il visited the Ryonghung Temple halfway up Mt Paegun, whose name was 
derived from the white clouds shrouding the high mountain.

He said to a monk at the temple, “I have come all the way here as I have heard that the relics at the 
Ryonghung Temple have been preserved in their original state.” 

Then he went on to say: The temple is a cultural property that showcases our ancestors’ excellent 
architecture and superb artistic talent. It was not damaged during the Fatherland Liberation War, 
probably because the enemy did not bombard this area to protect a host of his remnants and spies who 
were in hiding around here. Kim Tok Gun, the prototype of the hero of the feature film The 
Unforgettable Man, fought in this mountainous area.
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Looking round the temple, the General showed particular concern for the antiques and praised them for
their authenticity–the verse couplets engraved on the four pillars of the Taeung Hall, the image of 
Buddha made of wood and painted in living colours, the genuine sculptures of mythical animals in the 
shape of monkeys and pictures hanging on the walls, the painted brackets of the lower walls, the plate 
of the Taeung Hall, the large wooden vessel for rice cake and bath tub made of willow, etc.

The monk was happy to see the General’s broad smile and began to explain the writing inscribed in 
small letters on the “plate bearing the records of the reconstructed incense-burning hall of the Songbul 
Temple in Mt Paegun in Hamhung.”

Once upon a time the Taeung Hall had been burned down for unknown reason. A squire sent a 13-year-
old carpenter to reconstruct the hall. The reconstruction work was done in 49 days. The monks, 
including their head, did not want to pay the boy. They drove the boy away and decided to put the 
finishing touches to the building by themselves. However, it was not so easy as they presumed, and 
they re-invited the boy and apologized for their behaviour.

The carpenter worked hard to complete the building but he did not wedge one of the four pillars that 
supported the ceiling. Consequently, the ceiling remains tilting slightly.

Kim Jong Il listened in silence to the monk’s explanation.

The monk, pointing to the sculpture of a crab on the back wall of the Unha Pavilion that stood on the 
opposite side of the Taeung Hall, said, “Such a sculpture cannot be found elsewhere. If a stone is 
fastened on the back of a crab, the creature will naturally hold it up to the death. In my opinion it was 
believed that the crab sculpture would support the Unha Pavilion for ever.”

Nodding in agreement the General said: In ascertaining antiques, people tend to conjecture about them. 
When a historical site or relic is unearthed, data concerning it are not readily available and 
contemporary people cannot be found. So conjecture is a preferred way of interpreting it. But we 
should believe in the legends that have been transmitted historically.

Surveying the Taeung Hall again, he asked on which side the building reconstructed by the young 
carpenter tilted.

The monk was surprised because he presumed that Kim Jong Il was not listening carefully when he 
was explaining the above plate.

“On the back side, sir. Over there,” he replied.

The General moved towards where he was pointing. He studied the pillar, which was said to have been 
set up by the carpenter.

He said to the officials:

“Historical relics are precious cultural assets of the country. So it is important to keep them in a 
good state of maintenance and conduct effective education by means of them as they are 
permeated with the resourcefulness and talent of our people. We should work efficiently to 



properly sustain the features of the nation’s excellent cultural heritage, so as to implant greater 
pride and dignity of the Korean nation in our people.” 

After touring the Ryonghung Temple, he got into the car and left for the newly-built Paegunsan 
Pleasure Ground.

Passing through the pine and pine-nut trees standing upright in the area of the scenic spot, he said that 
the tall, upright trees presented a scene of extraordinary beauty.

When he arrived at a pavilion in a dense forest, a senior official of the county Party committee 
explained that it doubled as a dance hall.

Kim Jong Il told the woman official that the pavilion was excellent, praising that it blended well with 
the landscape although the topographical conditions were not favourable.

Then he saw a TV in it and said smilingly that the power line had reached the spot.

Though everything was in short supply, the county had ensured that the power line be laid as far as the 
pavilion 16km away from the township, so that the holidaymakers could enjoy themselves in the scenic
spot.

The General asked the official if there was a TV at the Ryonghung Temple.

She said apologetically that the temple was not supplied with electricity and she would soon ensure that
the monk could watch TV, at least by installing a battery.

Saying that he would send Arirang TV, the General stressed:

“You should ensure that the monk at the Ryonghung Temple can watch TV. Then he will be a 
man who supports socialism, not the one who dilutes it.”

Request Accepted

On July 3, 2003 Kim Jong Il visited a power station under construction on the Jangja River.

Learning about the construction project, he was satisfied that another smart power station was being 
built in Kanggye, Jagang Province.

He said, “Looking round the construction site of the power station, I can see that great progress 
has been made in the project. Building work is being done excellently. The members of the youth 
shock brigade and other builders have achieved a lot.” 

An official of the provincial Party committee gave him a detailed account of the power stations that had
already been built, were being built and would be built, as well as their names.

Studying their locations on the panoramic map, the General said: It would be better to attach numbers 
to the names of the power stations that are being built in tiers below the Hungju Youth Power Station. 
The names Uijin Power Station and Hanam Power Station are confusing. They should be named 
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Hungju Power Station No. 1 and Hungju Power Station No. 2, and the numbers should indicate the 
order in which they will be completed.

The officials were very delighted at this idea, repeating the names to themselves. The names were both 
simple and easy to remember.

Unexpectedly, an official of the youth league committee of the province said to the General, 
“Previously, you renamed Hungju Power Station Hungju Youth Power Station. Would you please name 
the Uijin Power Station after youth?”

At this somewhat childish request Kim Jong Il gave a hearty laugh, joking that he must be afraid of 
“losing” the word youth. The officials joined the laughter.

Pleased with the young man’s mettle and courage, the General accepted his request and said:

“The Hungju Youth Power Station was built first and, after completing this Uijin Power Station, 
it should be named Hungju Youth Power Station No. 2. The young people in the province are 
building this power station in the same spirit as they displayed in building the Hungju Youth 
Power Station during the Arduous March and forced march. So it is good to name it after youth.”

Children’s Friend

It happened on December 20, 2001 when Kim Jong Il visited the Kanggye Chicken’s Giblets Soup 
Restaurant. After looking round the restaurant he stepped out of it. He halted in front of the building 
and looked at the Youth Park nearby.

“Dear General, the ostrich that you had sent some months ago is now in the park,” said a senior official 
of the province.

Kim Jong Il asked with a beaming face whether people liked it.

“Yes, it is loved by everyone, children in particular,” answered the official.

“Children?” 

“Yes, some children in neighbouring counties miles away come all the way to see the giant bird. At 
night some others like disturbing the sleeping animal to see it scurry about in the aviary.”

“Is that so? I am glad to hear that children like it.” 

“Perhaps the bird, too, likes children.”

“The ostrich likes children?” 

“Well, children run here and there shouting out and the giant bird runs playfully after them. The 
keepers at the park complain that these naughty children give it no time for relaxation.”

The General laughed, picturing them in his mind.
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He said: It was right that I had the ostrich sent to Kanggye. I did not imagine that the children would be
so happy with it. I had it sent simply because I wanted to show the rare animal to the children in the 
mountainous region. To hear that they like it so much, I will not be tired today even if I stay up all 
night.

Saying this, he was smiling so happily, the leader who would spare nothing for the sake of children.

Meritorous Docent

On August 26, 2001 General Kim Jong Il visited the Ryongpho Revolutionary Site. At this site there is 
a building where in April 50 years before Kim Il Sung had met the officers and men of the Korean 
People’s Army to arouse them to fight perseveringly to win victory in the war.

Kim Jong Il listened attentively to the docent’s lecture and asked about her age, college and family.

She was 40. After graduating from Wonsan Teachers Training College, she had worked as a docent at a 
revolutionary museum in the province. Later, she had volunteered to work at this revolutionary site in a
remote mountainous region. Then she married a man who, after his military service on Height 1211, 
was working at the Ryongpho Cooperative Farm. She became a mother of two children but, during the 
Arduous March and forced march, adopted 14 orphans. Now some of them were serving the army and 
some others were working faithfully at their jobs.

Listening to all that the docent and officials had to say, Kim Jong Il looked at her with a gratified smile 
and said: Today this docent gave me a good lecture. It was truthful and succinct. She has worked at the 
Ryongpho Revolutionary Site for 20 years since she was a girl. It is quite a long period. You say that 
she brought up 14 orphans during the Arduous March, some serving the army and some others working
at the revolutionary site. She is laudable indeed.

Then, pulling her to his side, he said, “As a memento of your good lecture I will pose for a photo with 
you in front of this building of historic significance.”

One month later, recollecting the docent, he said: It is not easy to bring up so many children while 
working as a docent at the revolutionary site. She is a meritorious woman equipped with the 
revolutionary soldier spirit. Looking round the revolutionary site, I asked the excellent woman to pose 
for a photo with me, and she said she wished that I pose with other docents as well. This shows that she
is a laudable woman who cares more about her colleagues than about herself.

“Price” of Docents

At dawn on May 23, 2001 Kim Jong Il arrived at the Sinhung Area Revolutionary Battle Site in South 
Hamgyong Province after a night-long drive.

He gave field guidance at the revolutionary battle sites in Mts Paegyok, Ongnyon and Kodae, crossing 
the rugged Pujonryong Mountains.
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The following happened when he visited the Ongnyonsan Secret Camp. He looked round the slogan-
bearing trees on the opposite side of the mysterious Tol River. As he was crossing a wooden bridge 
over the river, he asked an official of the province how far it was from the secret camp to the township 
of Pujon County.

The official answered approximately 14 km.

The General asked again if the docents commuted to the secret camp on a daily basis.

The official replied that the girls were living together in a house nearby.

“So do they have to live here?” said Kim Jong Il with a troubled look.

The girl guiding him said, “Don’t worry, General. We have lived here all the year round, looking 
forward to seeing you.”

Kim Jong Il regarded her thoughtfully and said to himself, “If these girls live in the mountain as they
do now, I am afraid that it will be difficult for them to get married.” 

He asked his guide how often she would go home in a year.

The girl answered once a month.

“If you go home once a month, you will hardly find time for dating,” said the General.

After a pause, he resumed, “You need to descend the mountain and mingle with boys to choose 
your boyfriend. But as you ought to live on at this battle site, you will see no other boys than 
those who are touring it.” 

All smiled genially at this joke.

That day he underlined the need to give prominence to the docents who were living and working in out-
of-the-way mountains to defend the Party’s revolutionary traditions and pay closer concern to their 
marriage and other relevant matters.

The news spread quickly, boys vying for the girls and the parents taking pains to protect their 
daughters.

Once worried about their marriage, the parents were now raising the “price” of their daughters who 
were under the warm care of Kim Jong Il.

Photographic Images Carved on Tombstones

On April 28, 1998 Kim Jong Il visited a unit which had developed the technology of carving 
photographic images on stone and a carving machine by itself.

Taking a close look at the images inscribed by the machine, he was greatly satisfied with the 
technological success it had achieved.
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He praised that image editing was done excellently with a computer, and advised that it would be better
to raise the brightness of the images. Then he asked an official of the unit what they would do with the 
technology.

“We are planning to earn foreign currency by receiving orders from foreigners,” the official replied.

With a serious look the General gazed at the machine and images and said, “The technology should be
used to carve the photographic images of our fallen heroes and other martyrs on the 
tombstones.” 

He went on to say that the bereaved families would be pleased to see the photographic images on the 
tombstones. It is one of my long-cherished desires to inscribe the photographic images of our martyrs 
on the tombs in the Patriotic Martyrs Cemetery and I am very glad now that I can realize this desire, he 
said. Then he stressed that the carving work should be done on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of 
the DPRK.

Later, he visited the cemetery and looked round the tombstones on which the photographic images of 
the martyrs were inscribed.

He said:

“Now more than 300 martyrs have been enshrined at the Patriotic Martyrs Cemetery. Supposing 
that every one of them has ten relatives, we will have more than 3 000 loyal people. This is more 
significant than earning foreign currency by receiving orders for the carving of photographic 
images. One million or ten million dollars earned from such orders cannot be compared to the 3 
000 people who are truly faithful to the Party.”

By the River

Rumbling of a Water Pump 

After a while Kim Jong Il said that their lunch had a special taste. Then looking around, he said, “Well,
I can hear something like a rumbling water pump.” 

All listened attentively to the intermittent sound of the running machine.

The official explained, “I think the farmers at the pumping station, which we have just passed, have 
finished the assembling of a new pump and are running it to irrigate the fields before rice-
transplanting.”

The General frowned, “Perhaps they haven’t had lunch as they are working until now.” 

He went on that he felt sorry for the farmers who were working hard without having lunch, adding that 
if they could not be brought there to eat with him as they were working at the pump, it would be good 
to send some of their foods to them. Then he divided them himself.
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He resumed: I once met an officer of the People’s Army who had advanced as far as the Raktong River 
with his unit during the war. On their ten-odd-day retreat they had endured all sorts of difficulties, 
partly for lack of food. I asked him whom he had longed for most in the trying period, and he replied 
that he had thought first of his senior who used to ply him with food. As he said, it is natural that when 
he is hungry a man thinks first of the people who gave him food and then of his parents. It is hard, 
indeed, to endure hunger…

He urged the official to take the foods to the workers, saying that he, the chief secretary, must go 
because the farmers in his county did not have lunch.

As the official was about to leave with the foods, he said:

“Don’t tell them that I am sending these foods to them. They may think that it is not right and 
proper to eat the foods, so you must not tell about me.”

By the River (1)

The Host in Embarrassment

On May 15, 1989 Kim Jong Il was inspecting a county in North Hwanghae Province. Around lunch 
time he and his entourage came near a pumping station by a river. The chief secretary of the county 
Party committee, who was accompanying him, was very happy because he had decided to serve a good 
meal to the General on behalf of its residents during his on-site guidance trip.

He told him about it and urged him to come down to the village where the meal had been prepared.

The General said that they should have the meal there by the river, lest they should cause any trouble to
the villagers who were busy with rice-transplanting.

The official dug his toes in, saying that it was inconvenient to eat lunch by the river.

Kim Jong Il, with a beaming smile on his face, told him that the foods would taste fine if they ate them 
by the river, adding that he had some prepared that morning before leaving Pyongyang. He continued 
that although the foods were not enough they should share them.

The official was embarrassed as he was being entertained by the visitor to his county.

A frugal meal was spread out on a nearby lawn.

The official was overwhelmed with both delight and awkwardness.

Kim Jong Il pulled the man by the hand and seated him next to himself. Saying that he was sorry for 
serving him with such a frugal meal, he plied him with the foods.

Birthday Spreads
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On April 2, 1989 Kim Jong Il was inquiring about the preparations for the 13th World Festival of Youth
and Students. He told officials concerned that they should receive foreign delegates with cordial 
hospitality and pay close concern to the accommodation of the guests.

To their surprise, he went on:

“Among the delegates there may be some who will greet their birthdays during the festival, and 
the Central Preparatory Committee of the Festival should make necessary arrangements for 
this.” 

Then he spoke in detail about what needed to be done to ensure that the foreign guests could celebrate 
their birthdays in a meaningful way during the festival.

He continued: The birthday spreads for them must not look similar to one another. Attention should be 
directed to such minute details as their national customs and dietary habits, particularly their 
characteristic features and favourite foods. Gifts should be prepared and photograph taking planned for,
so that they can recall their happy days in the country.

This was how the preparatory committee was tasked with another important job.

According to a calculation made by the reception officials, the foreigners who would greet their 
birthdays during the festival numbered more than 300, among the tens of thousands of people from 
over 100 countries.

Every one of them was given on his or her birthday a feast that was suited to the national customs and 
dietary habits.

At first the foreigners looked in wonder at the tables and, after being told about them, expressed their 
heartfelt gratitude for Kim Jong Il’s benevolent care.

Outstanding Marksmanship

On January 13, 1975 Kim Jong Il visited a firing range to test the performance of new sniper rifles.

He reached the platform and ordered that instead of the fixed target, ten light bulbs be hung on a branch
of the pine tree beside it.

The tree was 100m away from the platform, a distance in which the caps of the bulbs could be dimly 
seen, much less the glass tubes.

The shots rang out, shattering all the bulbs one after another.

“Good, this rifle is passed,” the General said to the officials.

Then he had penicillin bottles fetched. The bottles were put on a shelf 50m away from the platform, but
he ordered them to be put 100m away. They were much smaller than the light bulbs. They were hardly 
visible, even with the help of the rifle’s special sights.
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He began firing again. The shots rattled through the clear air. Through binoculars the officials saw the 
ten tiny bottles vanishing in a minute.

Next, ten pop bottles were put on the shelf and, even after the firing of the last tenth bullet, they all 
remained upright on it.

The officials hurried quickly towards it, only to see the ten bottles without their tops.

“Our workers are laudable, indeed. They have great skills.” 

The General praised the manufacturers, the officials looking admiringly at the outstanding marksman.

Hunting at night

The following happened on January 5, 1975.

On this cold winter day Kim Jong Il visited an island-defending unit of the KPA. For long hours he 
inquired in detail about the living conditions for the service personnel, combat readiness and even 
education of the children on the island.

As the night grew late, his entourage became nervous.

Walking in deep thought for a while, he told the officials that he could not leave this out-of-the-way 
island without doing anything for the soldiers and he would be relieved if he could give something to 
them. Then he proposed hunting wild animals there.

The officials were dumbfounded by this offer, as it was already pitch dark and they were ignorant of the
island’s geography.

They advised that he should have a rest, saying that they would go and hunt animals.

He thanked them and said: You should understand my feelings. Upon seeing us, the soldiers here asked 
if President Kim Il Sung is in good health and told me not to worry about their posts on the front line. It
is a great encouragement to me. I myself must do something for them.

He continued to say:

I want to hunt some wild animals and send them to the soldiers who are reliably defending the 
frontline posts of the country. 

The hunting ended well past midnight.

The officials urged him to go back to his lodging and have a rest. But he counted the game and divided 
them up to give an equal share to each one of the soldiers on the island and the sailors of his vessel. He 
had the game loaded into his car and carried to the wharf.

Now feeling at ease, he left the island.
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Mahogany Doors

On the morning of April 18, 1984 Kim Jong Il was looking round the newly-built Hamhung Grand 
Theatre.

He halted at the door into the lounge on the second floor.

The officials in his company looked at him with a puzzled expression.

Studying the aluminium door for a while, he asked where it was made. He was told that it was made in 
the province and its quality had to be improved.

He advised that as the theatre was a national treasure of lasting significance, it should be furnished with
good wooden doors.

After looking round some other rooms, he reiterated that all the aluminium doors should be replaced 
with those made of quality timber because the aluminium doors were not appropriate for the theatre and
their quality was low.

He continued that as it was a theatre for the people, it should be furnished in a superb fashion, adding 
that the doors in it should be made of mahogany or other quality timber imported from a foreign 
country.

He asked the wide-eyed officials how many doors there were in the theatre.

“The doors for frequent use total about 40,” answered one of them.

Kim Jong Il repeated the number to himself and said that all of them should be replaced with those 
made of mahogany and other quality timber.

Mahogany occurs only in some forests of the tropical region.

Since olden times this quality timber has been used to make furniture for palaces and mansions. The 
price is so exorbitant that it has rarely been used for doors and other ordinary furniture.

An official advised against the use of the expensive timber.

Kim Jong Il smiled and asked him the total sum.

It was so great that the official held back from telling it.

With a composed look, the General urged him on, saying that he would take measures himself.

Now the official spoke it out but, still unperturbed, Kim Jong Il said, “Is that so? All right. I will 
resolve the problem.” 

Later, the theatre was furnished with mahogany doors.

Brother of a Young Martyr (2)
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A 9-year-old member of the Children’s Corps, Kim Kum Sun, had been executed by the enemy during 
the anti-Japanese armed struggle.

The image of this girl was kept in Kim Jong Il’s mind. He managed to find out her only brother Kim 
Ryang Nam and trained him to become a pillar of the country.

Tearful Reunion

The editor was later promoted to work as an official of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea. One day Kim Jong Il summoned him to his office.

He waited at the entrance to the building and, upon seeing the man, said, “Comrade Ryang Nam, you 
are here at last. I am glad to see you.” 

The official was choking with gratitude and then made a deep bow, tears rolling down his cheeks.

The General soothed him, “I have delayed meeting you for a few days because I wanted to see your
smiling face, not the crying face of the former cowherd. Raise your head, please.” 

But the official could not keep back his tears.

“Well, I know you have not wept yourself out. Please cry, venting your sorrow and agony of the 
past on me.” 

Kim Jong Il waited for him to calm down. Offering him a seat, he said that he spared time to listen to 
his sorrowful past.

The official recounted in a tearful voice how he had gone through thick and thin.

The General could hardly steady himself, thinking of what he should do to console the man.

Some days later, he summoned the official again and told him how his parents had dedicated their lives 
to the revolution. After a long talk, he took out a small framed painting from his bookshelf and put it on
the table.

It was an oil painting featuring the Children’s Corps member Kum Sun at the execution site, which he 
had long ago asked an artist to create.

Before being killed by the enemy, the young martyr is said to have shouted to the teary-eyed masses. 
“Why are you crying, dear fathers and mothers? Don’t cry. The revolutionary army soldiers will surely 
wipe out the enemy. You must fight staunchly until the day when the homeland is liberated. Down with 
the Japanese imperialists! Long live General Kim Il Sung! Long live the Korean revolution!” It seemed
that the young martyr was making this fiery speech in the painting.

The General told the official to stand in front of it and said that he had asked the anti-Japanese war 
veterans, who had been in the same art troupe as his sister in those days, to assist in portraying the 
looks of the 9-year-old martyr. He emphasized that he must keep her image in mind, and told about the 
articles on her death carried in a magazine of the Comintern and Kuguk Sinbo.



He continued to stress that she could heroically meet her death at such a young age because she had 
been brought up in the embrace of Commander Kim Il Sung, giving a detailed account of her activities 
in the children’s art troupe at the Xiaowangqing guerrilla base.

Then he lifted the oil painting and gave it to the official.

Tears swelled up in his eyes as he was gazing at the picture of his dear sister, whom he had so much 
yearned for in those trying years.

Kim Jong Il, too moved to see their emotional reunion, stood long looking out of the window.

Afterwards, the official worked faithfully in support of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il to the end of his 
life, rendering a great contribution to developing the country’s musical art.

Brother of a Young Martyr (1)

A 9-year-old member of the Children’s Corps, Kim Kum Sun, had been executed by the enemy during 
the anti-Japanese armed struggle.

The image of this girl was kept in Kim Jong Il’s mind. He managed to find out her only brother Kim 
Ryang Nam and trained him to become a pillar of the country.

The Cowherd Blowing a Reed Pipe

One day, at the back end of blizzardy winter, Kim Jong Il was listening attentively to a tape-recorder in 
his car en route from Onchon County to Pyongyang.

Recorded on the tape was what President Kim Il Sung had said to film scriptwriters and directors.

“In the past when we were fighting in East Manchuria, there was a girl called Kim Kum Sun, 9, 
in the guerrilla zone. One day she came to her house to see her mother but was arrested by the 
enemy. The Japanese looked down on the girl, coaxing and intimidating her by various methods 
to make her reveal the secrets about the guerrilla zone. However, she refused to say anything. 
Even at the execution site the Japanese gendarmes placated her with the promises that she would 
be set free if she told the secrets. She spat on their faces and condemned them before being 
killed.” 

After recollecting her heroic death the President said that he would be pleased if he could see any 
relative of hers.

The thought of her relatives weighed on Kim Jong Il’s mind until his car arrived at Pyongyang.

Soon the General began to search for them, meeting the anti-Japanese revolutionary fighters who had 
worked in Wangougou at that time and the officials who had travelled around former battle sites for 
years to locate the children of fallen revolutionaries.

It was like looking for a needle in a haystack, but he managed to learn about the girl’s family 
background.
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… Her father Kim Thaek Gyu was the chief of an underground revolutionary organization and her 
mother Choe Ok Bong, a village head in a guerrilla zone. In the year when her younger brother was 
born her father was dragged off and killed by some men whose identity remained unclear. Though the 
mainstay of the family had gone, her mother worked harder than ever before. In the spring of 1934, 
when the Japanese “punitive” force raided Wangougou, she left her two-year-old son in the care of an 
old man who lived next door and threw herself into a battle to protect the evacuating villagers. She 
fought bravely to her dying breath. From then on the poor boy was carried around in search of suckling 
mothers. At 9 he became a landlord’s servant who looked after grazing cattle. Lamenting over his 
miserable fate, the teenager used to blow a reed pipe. …

There was nobody who had ever seen him or knew his name, but Kim Jong Il persevered with his 
search.

One day he received a report to the effect that a music editor at the then Korean Documentary Film 
Studio, called Kim Ryang Nam, had a similar family background to the young martyr’s. He 
immediately sent an official to the film studio.

Late that evening he was reported on the following facts: The names of the editor’s parents were the 
same as Kim Kum Sun’s. When young, he was a landlord’s servant. During the day he looked after 
dozens of cattle on the fields and at night slept with them at the shed. He was subjected to all sorts of 
maltreatment and, just before the country’s liberation, happened to meet a distant relative of his father. 
He heard from the latter about his parents and sister. During the Fatherland Liberation War he attended 
a secondary school for war orphans abroad and, after the war, returned to his homeland. Endowed with 
a talent for music, he became a musician after graduating from the then Pyongyang Conservatory.

After listening to the official’s report, Kim Jong Il said, “Kim Ryang Nam must be the brother of the
Children’s Corps member Kum Sun. I tried hard for so long to find his whereabouts as I was not 
aware that he is working at the Korean Documentary Film Studio.” 

He paced back and forth in great delight.

“But…” the official trailed off.

“But what?” asked the General.

After a moment’s hesitation the official said that the editor was worried about his father’s chequered 
past after reading a publication saying that Kim Thaek Gyu had been executed for involvement in the 
spy organization “Minsaengdan.”

Kim Jong Il was lost in deep thought for a good while. Then he said that they should report to the 
President about Kim Thaek Gyu and Kim Ryang Nam so that he would decide on this matter. He added
that the President knew well about Kum Sun’s struggle and he was the very man who could vouch for 
her father.

The documents concerned were submitted to the President. He called up his old memories: The eyes of 
Kum Sun resembled those of her father, and Ryang Nam has similar eyes to Kum Sun’s. Ryang Nam 



must be the son of Kim Thaek Gyu. The Party should take care of him and train him to be an excellent 
official.

The President was very pleased that the only relative of Kum Sun was found out.

It was October 10, 1967.

Trotters from Nowhere

Follow one road for ever. To mark January 19, 1966, Kim Jong Il–this is a note written on the back 
side of a photograph of the Korean film star Yu Won Jun.

With this as his motto Yu worked in the cinema circles for scores of years, starring in numerous films 
and adding glory to the twilight of his life.

The following is what happened in those years.

He and his colleagues were spending days burning the midnight oil for on-site shooting, when news of 
his wife’s delivery came. Having returned back home, he could see his wife and their newborn baby 
well looked after by the neighbours. He felt at ease and went back to the studio.

Soon the husband grew sorry for his wife as she was worried about the shortage of her milk. He had no 
time to obtain trotters, known as the tonic for a suckling mother. While chatting during a break, he 
confided his anxiety to his colleagues.

Some days later, he was greeted at home by his smiling wife, who thanked him for sending trotters for 
her and asked where he had obtained so many of them.

This abrupt question caught the husband off guard. He guessed that one of his colleagues had helped 
him, and decided to find and thank the man. Regrettably, his search ended in failure.

Three decades after that, the actor, now in his seventies, attended a party hosted by General Kim Jong 
Il.

The General filled a cup of wine for the old actor, saying that he had taken much trouble for the recent 
production although he was at an advanced age.

The old man said in a tearful voice that he had not repaid him for his warm care.

Seeing tears gathering in his eyes, the General changed the subject to soothe him.

“You were once worried about your newborn baby as she could not be breastfed enough. How 
does she stand in your children?” 

The actor was puzzled, all gazing at him. It was quite a distant memory and, after a while, he replied 
that she was his second daughter and she was already a mother.

The General said that time was flying and joked smilingly that the trotters, which he had sent for her, 
must have paid off.
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The old father was dumbfounded.

Saying that he would tell about it as it was now an old story, the General began to explain: The day 
Yu’s wife had the baby, the General was inspecting the studio. While talking with a director, he heard 
about the birth of the main character’s child. Late at night, on the way back from his trip, he pondered 
over something and had his chauffeur drive towards a suburb. After obtaining the trotters there, he 
instructed the chauffeur to carry them to Yu’s and give them to his wife without telling her who was 
sending them. Then he himself walked to his office.

After all, it took 30 years for Yu to find out who he should thank for the trotters.

Tito’s Reverence

They talked in an informal atmosphere.

The official said: I met President Tito, known for his strong sense of self-respect. He expressed his 
opinion on the international situation and the Korean question and then stressed that he admired the 
DPRK for its steadfast independence and revered President Kim Il Sung who was pursuing a firm 
independent policy.

Kim Jong Il said with a smile, “The present is the era of independence. Many countries of the 
world are advancing along the road of independence. A country following big countries blindly 
would end up a colony of the modern type.” 

“A colony of the modern type…” repeated the official.

Kim Jong Il resumed: Such a country is what we call a political servant. Those that live in the spirit of 
others and dance to their tune are all wretched political servants. As for our country that is sandwiched 
between big countries, adhering to independence is all the more important. Independence is the 
lifeblood of a country and nation. As President Kim Il Sung said earlier, neither the Russian clothes nor
the American clothes fit us and only our Korean clothes fit us perfectly. Though our country is not big, 
it never gives in to the pressure of big countries, but implements its policies as it intends, with no 
regard to the feelings of big countries, and speaks out without hesitation what it wants to say. 
Therefore, it is quite natural that people all over the world cannot but admire our country. I am sure 
President Tito likes such an independent policy of ours.

The official said, “You are right, sir. Although he prides himself on being a pioneer of the non-aligned 
movement, Tito admires our country for its consistent stand of independence.”

Kim Jong Il resumed:

“I value the independence of the country and nation more than my life. If there is a man among 
our people who ignores independence, he is a traitor who negates the Juche idea. Maintaining 
independence is patriotism, pure and simple. Independence is the spiritual mainstay of the 
motherland of the Juche idea.” 
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The official said, “Even bourgeois politicians praise that the prototype of an independent statesman 
leads the DPRK.”

Kim Jong Il stressed, “Independence constitutes the core of the great Juche idea. Independence–
this is a guarantee for the dignity and prosperity of our nation and its reunification.”

Woman of Merits

On December 9, 2009 Kim Jong Il visited the Kanggye Knitwear Factory in Jagang Province.

He made the rounds of the factory and went into the dormitory.

An official of the province said to him, “This is a room where forty-four orphans live, all looked after 
by the management of this factory.”

“Forty-four orphans?” exclaimed the General.

The manageress guided him to the daily-necessities store, where rigid plastic bowls and plates, staple 
and subsidiary foodstuffs were heaped up.

Kim Jong Il, as well as the officials accompanying him, were pleased to see them. Then they followed 
him into the kitchen of the canteen, where they saw rice boiled with kidney beans for lunch.

He said that it looked palatable, joking that he was feeling like eating it up for his lunch. He recalled 
with deep emotion that during his on-site guidance trip to the province President Kim Il Sung had 
instructed that kidney beans should be cultivated on an extensive scale as they were highly nutritious 
and tasty.

Seeing a board bearing a list of birthdays hanging on the wall of the canteen, he said that the workers 
would be pleased when they were given a feast on their birthdays.

He also read the menu for the week and observed that it was Wednesday and the rice boiled with 
kidney beans was prepared according to the menu.

The manageress said to him, “Today it is the birthday of a worker who lives at the dormitory. She is a 
blessed worker as you have visited our factory on her birthday.”

“Is that so? I am happy, too,” said the General.

He went on towards a room in which there were the racks of chima and jogori. He said that they looked
fine and the girls must be ironing the clothes there. The quilts and blankets piled up against the wall 
delighted his eyes. He said that the quilts and blankets in PVC package and with tags indicating the 
owners’ workteam numbers and names must have been prepared for the girls’ marriage, like those he 
had seen at the Manpho Spinning Mill.

An official explained, “You are right. The parentless workers would feel sorrow on their wedding days, 
and the management of the factory has prepared them so that they can be fully aware of the advantages 
of our socialist system.”
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Kim Jong Il commented:

“The manageress of this factory is commendable. You say that at a difficult time when everything
was in short supply, the officials of the factory took parental care of many orphans and trained 
them into meritorious workers. They have done a laudable thing.” 

Pointing at her, he went on to say: This manageress is a revolutionary. She is an excellent patriot. I am 
glad to find another patriot in Kanggye like Ju Pok Sun in Manpho. Compared to a film, the 
manageress Ju Pok Sun of the Manpho Spinning Mill is the heroine of Part 1 and Kang Song Hwa of 
the Kanggye Knitwear Factory, the heroine of Part 2.

She said with deep gratitude that she had worked to relieve him of his burdens.

He was told that the manageress had been born in Jagang Province, and said that the women in the 
province were tender-hearted and assiduous, so they had worked hard to achieve many laudable things.

“Debt” Paid

Mun Myong Ja, a Korean journalist resident in the US, is widely known in the Western world as being 
most familiar with the DPRK.

With a three-decade stint as a member of the White House press corps, she has met many renowned 
figures of the world. A famous women’s magazine of Japan included the celebrity in the list of Top 
Twelve Women Who Can Shape the World.

In the spring of 1995 when the focus of world attention was on the possible presidential election in the 
DPRK after Kim Il Sung’s death, the journalist published an article Inheritance of Presidency on the 
Upcoming October 10.

She confessed later: Would it be possible to leave the presidency of a country vacant for more than one 
year? I predicted on the basis of my intuitive judgment that there would be inheritance of power within 
the year. My article turned out to be utterly incorrect. The interregnum lasted three years, leading up to 
the abolition of presidency. Kim Il Sung was declared the only President of the DPRK.

She was astonished by the subsequent news that the Kumsusan Assembly Hall was renamed the 
Kumsusan Memorial Palace and the DPRK’s artificial satellite achieved orbit.

She set out on a journey to the DPRK with a strong urge to see Kim Jong Il.

On July 13, 1997, while on his field guidance trip in Hamhung, Kim Jong Il learned that the renowned 
journalist visited the country to attend the memorial service to be held on the third anniversary of Kim 
Il Sung’s death. In reply to her repeated requests for an interview, he sent a letter to her.

He wrote in the letter:

“I want to find time and have talks with you during your current visit. I am very sorry that 
because of several affairs awaiting my attention, I have no time to spare.” 

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7893


I still remember the President saying in an interview with you that it is a pride of our nation to have 
such a renowned journalist as you, who is engaging in patriotic activities outside the country with a pen
of justice, he stressed. He continued that he had heard a lot about her positive activities for the interests 
of the country and people and for Korea’s reunification even after the President’s death. He expressed 
his hope that he would see her during her next visit.

Three years later, when she was visiting the country again, Kim Jong Il met her.

Seeing the woman in traditional Korean clothes, he said that she looked much younger.

He continued, “I have felt ‘indebted’ to you as I promised that I would meet you. So I have found 
time to pay the ‘debt.’” 

That day he had long talks with her giving answers to her questions, and arranged a luncheon in her 
honour.

Later the journalist wrote in an article:

“Chairman Kim Jong Il was strong yet unassuming. He was one and the same as President Kim Il Sung
whom I had met in 1992 and 1993.”

“Flower-Embroidered Cushion” 

The following happened on the Day of the Sun (April 15, President Kim Il Sung’s birthday) in 2003 
when Kim Jong Il visited the Hamhung Plastic Commodities Factory for Honoured Disabled Soldiers.

He was greeted by the officials of the factory and said, “Today it is the Day of the Sun, the greatest 
national holiday, but I have come to the factory to see the honoured disabled soldiers.” 

Then he made the rounds of the factory.

At the synthesizing shop he asked one of the officials what was the source of power for the factory. 
Learning that it was using an anthracite-fired boiler, he inquired about its capacity.

After a moment’s thought he advised that in his opinion the factory should not use the boiler because 
operating it would require much effort and the disabled soldiers had to work in squalid conditions.

He said, “This factory is run by honoured disabled soldiers, so it should introduce an electric-oil 
heater, not the anthracite-fired boiler, so that they can work in a more cultured environment.” 

In fact, the management and employees of the factory did not think that the boiler caused them 
inconvenience.

They presumed that the equipment was quite good and so much effort was needed to produce steam. 
The problem was that inadequate supply of the coal would hinder production to some extent.

Kim Jong Il was more concerned about the disabled soldiers’ health and working conditions than 
production.
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Later, he ensured that an electric boiler, which was easier to install and use than the oil heater, was sent 
to the factory.

That evening, back from the factory, he sat at the table for dinner. Though it was very late, he did not 
feel like eating anything as he was still worried about the disabled soldiers.

He had already instructed officials concerned, after leaving the factory, to send beef and chicken for the
holiday, saying that he was sorry the disabled soldiers did not enjoy it because he was visiting their 
factory.

Seeing his face clouded with anxiety, the officials wondered why. They supposed that he was thinking 
of the man without an arm he had seen at the factory during the day.

At last he said silently to the officials that he was still anxious about the disabled soldiers, adding that 
they should send some more as they deserved to be seated on “flower-embroidered cushion.”

He suggested making a list of the gifts for them–colour TV, underwear, dinner sets, etc. Then he asked 
the officials if there was anything more they could send them.

“Overcoats, sir. But it is warm now and…,” trailed off one of them.

The General said that the disabled soldiers might not feel as warm as other people and, moreover, they 
would wear the overcoats the following winter. He added the article to the list and then supplemented it
even four times.

The following day the gifts were sent to the factory.

In the Far East of Russia

The following happened in August 2002 during Kim Jong Il’s visit to the Russian Far East.

Excellent “Scouts”

On the 22nd Kim Jong Il visited the Volochayev Division of the Far East Military District.

He looked round the combat history museum and saw the combat and technological equipment.

Then he went to the mess hall, saying that a rich diet was important for the young soldiers.

He also left an autograph in praise of the Division.

The commander presented a stonecraft inscribed with the photographic image of an Ussuri tiger as a 
gift to the guest.

By coincidence, the gift offered by the Korean delegation was a painting of a Korean tiger.

As “Korean tiger” was to be given in return for “Ussuri tiger,” the gifts seemed to be losing their 
significance.

Both sides looked sorry that their sincere efforts to prepare the gifts were coming to naught.
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In trying to lighten the mood, Kim Jong Il said:

Our “scouts” did a good job as they advised on an exchange of “tigers.” We have already known 
what your gift is. 

The joke gave rise to a burst of laughter.

In the Far East of Russia

he following happened in August 2002 during Kim Jong Il’s visit to the Russian Far East.

“Weren’t They Out of Job?” 

On the 21st Kim Jong Il visited the Gagarin Komsomolsk-on-Amur Aircraft Complex.

Given its important role in developing latest aviation technology and munitions industry of the country,
the modern aircraft giant had been kept off limits to ordinary citizens and foreigners.

Seeing the range of products displayed in chronological order, Kim Jong Il gave the officials in his 
company a brief explanation of the planes that distinguished themselves in the Second World War and 
others that were similar to those driven by the Korean pilots during the Fatherland Liberation War.

Then he asked an official of the complex in detail about the performance and specifications of the latest
models, and praised it for its substantial contributions to strengthening the country’s defence capability 
and updating its flight service.

The general director of the complex guided the guest to the shop floor, which had been kept out of 
bounds to outsiders.

At the chamber for designing, the first process of manufacturing, Kim Jong Il watched some designers 
working with computers. The general director said that there had been hundreds of designers in this 
chamber but the advent of computer led to a radical drop in the number.

Kim Jong Il asked, smiling genially:

Then what about those numerous designers who were made redundant? Weren’t they out of job?

The Russians grinned broadly.

The general director answered, “They learned skills in other fields and found job in places of their own 
choice. Thank you, respected Comrade Kim Jong Il, for caring about our designers.”

A Baby Named Hu Hoe

Kubong Pass is a pass in the high, rugged mountains between Songgan County and Kanggye.

On August 31, 2000 Kim Jong Il met an old road worker and her family on the pass.
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Some wearing a broad smile and others shedding tears of gratitude, the whole family recited poems and
sang songs in front of him.

The General praised that they were better than a chorus and said:

You say that there are ten members in your family workteam. It is not easy to spend a lifetime in such 
an out-of-the-way region. Since there are a lot of patriots like you who put the interests of the country 
before their own, our Party is powerful and our country is prosperous. Your spiritual world is noble and
beautiful, indeed.

Then he commended the family members for devoting their all to the country and people and 
encouraged them to keep their occupation generation after generation.

They vowed that they would do as he said, adding that it was their earnest wish that he should not walk 
on rough roads any more.

The General thanked them and said:

…I will go anywhere in the country if I can travel on such a road. This road is really excellent. I 
highly commend you for your patriotic devotion. 

The old woman held his hand in hers and said in a tearful voice, “You had a hard time of it leading the 
Arduous March and forced march. I wish that from now on you take meals and have a sleep on time.”

The General thanked her again, saying that when all the people were well off, he could live in comfort 
and encouraging her family members to do more for the benefit of the country and people.

An unexpected thing happened when he was posing for a photograph with them.

After adjusting the focus, the cameraman could not press the shutter release since the third daughter of 
the old woman, standing beside the General with a sleeping baby in her arms, was shaking the baby to 
wake it up.

Thinking that a smiling baby rather than a sleeping one would make a better picture, he waited, 
winking at the mother.

But the baby was wrapped in a sweet sleep, refusing to wake even when the mother impatiently 
pinched its cheek.

The General watched them with a gentle smile and dissuaded the mother.

He said, “When grown up, your child will see the photograph and regret having fallen into a deep 
sleep.” 

This gave rise to a burst of laughter, and the cameraman pressed the shutter release.

People called the baby Hu Hoe (Regret–Tr.) from then on.



For the Bearing Assembler

On January 28, 2000 Kim Jong Il visited a bearing factory.

Looking round the shop floor, he stopped at a workbench where a woman was deftly distributing metal 
balls between the outer and inner races. An official of the factory told him that she had worked hard at 
this job for over a decade since she was a girl.

Kim Jong Il praised the assembler’s dexterity and asked her how she could insert a fixed number of 
balls without seeing them.

The woman answered that she was a skilled worker.

The General said, “Perhaps you may insert one more ball when you are missing your boyfriend.” 

All smiled at this joke.

The women flushed scarlet as she had been married a year before.

Reading her thoughts, he resumed, “Then you may put one more or one less when you are thinking 
of your husband or baby.” 

There was a burst of laughter.

The officials of the factory, however, were lost in thought. In fact the woman had a new-born baby and 
her husband was working far away from home. Although the couple had long been separated since their
marriage, the officials thought that it was inevitable as the country was in a difficult situation.

One of them hesitated for a while and told the General about her family.

The latter nodded and said that the woman would have been concerned about her family while 
working, adding that she was praiseworthy as she was deftly distributing the metal balls without 
making a mistake.

Later, he told officials that she was sprightly despite her mental agony and adopted measures to ensure 
that her husband would take another job near her factory and the family live happily together.

At the Kanggye Winery

On May 30, 2007 Kim Jong Il visited the Kanggye Winery.

An official of the winery guided him first to the wine cellar and told him that they housed an 
assortment of liquor the factory had produced since 1958.

The General said: 1958 may be the year when President Kim Il Sung visited this factory for the first 
time. I remember the day when I was here with him. Nearly 50 years has passed by, and the large 
amount of liquor with a half-a-century-long history should be kept in good condition.
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Suddenly he changed the subject: In old times Kanggye was famous for beauties, and there were many 
entertainment girls here. At that time people called the head of the province provincial governor, but 
now chief secretary of the provincial Party committee. The governor indulged himself with 
entertainment girls, and the chief secretary may abandon himself to drinking, feeling reluctant to 
relinquish his position because of this treasure trove.

This joke raised a big laugh.

The official of the factory lost no time in trying to speak in defence of the chief secretary, saying that he
was teetotal.

Nodding, the General laughed louder.

Then the official guided him around the production lines.

He said, “Dear General, our factory produces hundreds of tons of wine on every major holiday and 
supplies it in a planned way to the workers of the machine factories in the province and the citizens in 
Kanggye. They are all happy with it.”

And the senior official of the provincial Party committee added that the workers were provided with 
liquor, chicken and eggs, and they pledged to live up to the General’s affection.

Kim Jong Il said with a gleam of amusement:

“We must spare nothing for the sake of the workers at the machine factories. I am so sorry for 
not supplying anything more to them. I am very glad to hear that the workers at the Kanggye 
Winery turn out a large amount of vintage wine and send it to the machine factories on a regular 
basis. I am satisfied with this.”

Learning that all the equipment in the supplemented production lines were manufactured in the 
province, he said: It is laudable that the factory has boosted production by introducing modern 
equipment that were made in the province. Through a vigorous mass campaign for technological 
innovation it has upgraded its equipment and established a production system fed by locally-available 
raw materials. Thus it has ensured cost-effectiveness in business operation. This experience proves that 
science and technology is the key to increased production.

Relief Funds

In January 1995 a devastating earthquake cut a swathe through the region from Osaka to Kobe, Japan, 
inflicting heavy human and material losses on the compatriots of Chongryon (General Association of 
Korean Residents in Japan–Tr.).

Though bereft of their relatives and property overnight, they pooled their efforts to pull through the 
natural calamity. The message of sympathy sent by Kim Jong Il infused them with vigour and courage. 
Their soaring morale was the envy of the Koreans who were affiliated with the pro-south Korean 
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Federation of Korean Residents in Japan and other Koreans who did not belong to any organizations. 
Sadly, they had nobody to turn to in adversity. They were yearning for a saviour.

To their amazement, however, the relief funds sent from the DPRK were distributed equally among all 
the Korean victims, irrespective of their organizational affiliation.

The officials of Chongryon explained who was helping them:

On January 22, some days after he sent the message of sympathy, Kim Jong Il summoned officials 
concerned and told them about the critical situation in the affected region.

He said:

“We should not remain onlookers to the misfortune and sorrow of the officials of Chongryon and 
other compatriots living abroad. 

“You should consider measures for sending relief funds to the compatriots of Chongryon who 
have sustained damage by the recent earthquake.” 

“You mean relief funds?” exclaimed an official.

“Yes, I mean relief funds,” asserted the General.

The officials had presumed that they no longer needed to pay concern to the victims because 
Chongryon, inspired by his message of sympathy, was pushing forward a campaign to encourage its 
organizations to help the victims on the principle of filling one another’s needs. As the country was 
facing great economic difficulties, none of them had ever thought about relief funds.

According to Kim Jong Il’s instructions, they worked out measures for sending a certain amount of 
money. But he asserted that they must not spare anything because the money would help relieve the 
Korean compatriots of their misfortune and pain and that a large sum should be sent even though the 
people in the homeland had to eat gruel or go hungry. He underlined that the money should be 
distributed also among the Koreans who were affiliated with the pro-south Korean Federation of 
Korean Residents in Japan and other compatriots who did not belong to any organizations.

After listening to the Chongryon officials’ story, they all shed tears of gratitude. They felt shy as they 
had turned their backs on Chongryon because of differences in ideology and organizational affiliation. 
Moreover, they were well aware of the economic difficulties facing the DPRK.

They felt heartfelt admiration for the General who showed close concern for the compatriots of the 
homogeneous nation in disregard of their past. They keenly realized that blood is thicker than water.

Indeed, Kim Jong Il was a benevolent leader who devoted his all to relieving his compatriots of their 
sufferings and removing distrust and confrontation between them.

Friendship is Fostered Through Frequent Visits (2)

Visit Pyongyang Freely 
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Kim Jong Il met the Russian figure again. Their talks lasted several hours. The following is an excerpt 
from their talks.

Kim Jong Il: The Siberian people prefer high-proof vodka. Strong liquor is a health hazard. If you like 
strong liquor, I will give you some bottles of Snake Liquor, a Korean specialty, when you go back 
home.

Guest: Thank you, respected Comrade Kim Jong Il.

Kim Jong Il: Promise me that next time you will bring your wife and all other members of your family 
with you.

Guest: I am obliged to you, but …

Kim Jong Il: Then I can taste the dishes cooked by your wife. I will give generous marks for them, so 
you don’t need to worry. Be sure to come with her.

Guest: I don’t worry about the marks, but all of my family will make a platoon. You know I am too old 
to be a platoon leader. I will bring some of them.

Kim Jong Il: You seem to think that it might be a burden on us. Even a company would do as all of you 
are friendly guests. I assure you that they will be entertained well. I will have air tickets sent to you. 
What is the hobby of your wife?

Guest: She likes reading and opera.

Kim Jong Il: In Pyongyang you can enjoy revolutionary operas such as The Sea of Blood and The 
Flower Girl, as well as performances given by the Pochonbo Electronic Ensemble. The admission price
is higher for friendly guests than for unwelcome ones. Don’t you mind it?

All laughed at this joke.

“I am afraid I am taking up too much of your time,” the guest said apologetically.

The host said that he was all right and he could make up the loss of time. He continued that he should 
visit Pyongyang freely, taking it as his own hometown, and stressed that friendship would be fostered 
through frequent visits.

“Thank you. Sure enough, I will come again,” said the Russian figure.

Friendship is Fostered Through Frequent Visits (1)

Luncheon on the Sea 

There was a Russian figure who would frequent the DPRK. Hailing from Siberia, he worked in his 
native region as first secretary of a provincial committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
before taking an important post at its Central Committee. He was a long-serving politician, 
magnanimous and audacious.
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On August 2, 1999, when the Russian guest was staying at a resort off the East Sea of Korea, Kim Jong
Il arranged a luncheon in his honour on a sailing boat.

He had summoned an official concerned the day before and said: During the guest’s previous visit I 
promised that I would have a rest with him next time, but I could not spare time to do so because of the 
tight schedule for my field inspection trip. He would be very sorry if he should go back without seeing 
me this time.

Then he ordered the official to prepare a luncheon on a boat at the seaside resort the following morning.

The official consulted the weather station, which forecasted heavy rain and strong wind for the 
morning. But Kim Jong Il dug his heels in, saying that a luncheon on a stormy sea would be an 
unforgettable memory.

The Russian guest was deeply moved by the story.

Kim Jong Il said to him on the boat: I am sorry that though I looked forward to seeing you during your 
current visit, I could not afford time because of the tight schedule. It seemed to me that there would be 
no more opportunity if I did not meet you today. So I arranged a luncheon in your honour despite the 
foul weather. I wish this would leave a good impression on you. Drinking may be more enjoyable in 
such weather.

When he took out a bottle of cognac, the guest exclaimed in wonder, “Isn’t that Georgian cognac?”

The host said with a friendly smile, “This is what you sent me last time. It would be no fun to drink
it alone, so I kept it to share with you when you come again. Let’s drink it together to celebrate 
our meeting.” 

He opened the bottle and filled a cup for the guest.

The latter did not imagine that Kim Jong Il was keeping the cognac until then.

The host said to the hesitant guest, “Why? I have heard that the Siberian people drink on both 
happy and sad days. Cheers.”

Profits

February 20, 1988 was a happy day for the general manageress of the Tianming Trading Corporation 
from Macao, China; it was the opening day of the Kyonghung Shop to be run by her company’s branch 
in the DPRK.

Early in the morning she came to the shop and looked round the counters to see if there was anything 
necessary for improvement.

To her surprise she was told that Kim Jong Il would soon arrive at the shop as he was making the 
rounds of the shops in Pyongyang.

As he entered the shop, she greeted him with delight.
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“Oh, it’s you, general manageress,” called the visitor, congratulating her for the opening of the shop.

Then he looked round the counters of the shop and inquired in detail about its management.

Stressing that the shop should be spruced up and sell a wide variety of goods, he said to the officials:

“In the future the profits that this shop will gain through joint operation with the general 
manageress of the Macao Tianming Trading Corporation will be diverted to improving the living 
standards of Pyongyang citizens.” 

An old acquaintance of Kim Jong Il’s, the Chinese entrepreneur was well aware of how warm his 
affection for the people was.

She was again impressed by his benevolent care for them.

Reiterating that the purpose of earning forex was to improve the people’s standard of living, he said: If 
the Kyonghung Shop earns a lot of money, the joint venture restaurant to be built on Kwangbok Street 
can be operated in such a way that guests pay in local currency. In the future I will have half of the 
profits from the shop spent for importing materials to produce consumer goods and the other half 
invested in the restaurant on Kwangbok Street so that the people can pay for the dishes in local 
currency.

It had been agreed that the restaurant to be constructed soon would import seasoning and all other 
materials from Macao and serve Chinese dishes, asking customers to pay in foreign currency so as to 
increase the profits. So it would benefit only a limited number of people including foreigners.

Seeing through this business strategy, Kim Jong Il advised that it should receive local currency for the 
convenience of ordinary citizens.

The Chinese entrepreneur could not help having some apprehensions about this instruction.

The materials to be imported from Macao were expensive, whereas food was relatively cheap in the 
DPRK. Prices were set by the state, so it was forbidden to raise them at will. That’s why the restaurant 
could reap no profit if it was to receive local currency from customers.

Kim Jong Il resumed:

“As the joint venture restaurant to be built on Kwangbok Street is to receive Korean currency, it 
may be called a zero-profit business. Profit should not be expected from it.” 

The Chinese entrepreneur was afraid that the restaurant might go bankrupt if it would gain no profit.

Unaffected by her worried look, Kim Jong Il resumed: It is not good to make the people pay for the 
dishes in foreign currency. Last year I had flour imported to enrich the diet of Pyongyang citizens. It 
was distributed among restaurants to make bread and noodles, and they sold them to customers without
receiving vouchers. The people were very happy about it. We should do everything with the people at 
the centre of our consideration and for the benefit of their interests.



Then he reassured her that her company would receive its share of profit, whether the restaurant was 
lucrative or not.

She was immersed in thought for a while and came to realize that the only criterion for his thinking and
action was the interests of his people and he never cared about any financial loss the state would suffer 
if it were for their good.

Before saying goodbye to her, he assured that she must contact him if she had any troubles.

Seeing him off, she felt her heart overflowing with admiration for his great humanity.

Feedback from the People

On June 2, 1977 Kim Jong Il telephoned a senior official of the Pyongyang Municipal Party Committee
to inquire about production at a noodle factory. The General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 
had financed the construction of the factory to mark April 15, the birthday of President Kim Il Sung.

The official told him that on April 15 the factory was switched on and the inauguration ceremony held 
in late May, adding that it would soon go into mass-production.

“You mean mass-production,” repeated Kim Jong Il. After a moment’s pause, he said that it would be
good to consult the opinions of the chairmen and ministers of the Administration Council and other 
citizens on the products and they should arrange a noodle fair to listen to their opinions.

This abrupt suggestion puzzled the official.

Stressing that the noodles were for the people and they should taste them first, the General said:

“It would be good to invite the chairmen and ministers to the Mangyongdae Chonsok Restaurant
and the like, serve them with different kinds of noodles after boiling them for about five minutes 
and ask their opinions. It is also necessary to serve them with the noodles made of wheat flour or 
wheat-and-corn flour and listen to their opinions. The opinions of the people’s neighbourhood 
unit chiefs are important, too.” 

Now the official understood his intention.

Soon afterwards, an instant noodle fair was opened at the Mangyongdae Chonsok Restaurant, attended 
by officials concerned and hundreds of neighbourhood unit chiefs in Pyongyang.

They ate a variety of noodles and commented that they were all delicious, their strips were tough and it 
was easy to cook them as it would take no more than five minutes.

The feedback from the people was reported back to Kim Jong Il. He said that as the instant noodles had
already passed the test, they should be given ten out of ten, and he wrote Passed on the document.

Then the noodle factory was allowed to go into mass-production.
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Admiration of Umalatova

Chairwoman of the Peace and Unity Party of Russia Sazhy Umalatova was an energetic politician with 
a strong sense of justice.

On February 19, 1999, General Kim Jong Il met the Russian figure at the foot of Mt. Paektu in the 
northern part of the country.

That day it was freezing outside.

He walked out of his lodgings to greet the guest and apologized for making her travel such a long 
distance. She congratulated Kim Jong Il on his birthday, though belatedly, and said that she witnessed 
things were going more briskly in his country than the previous year.

Now the Korean people are striving to solve everything in the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance under
the slogan of building a thriving country, he noted, adding that they were concentrating efforts on 
potato farming to ease the strain on food. He reminded her that the former Soviet Union had defeated 
Hitler-led fascist Germany as it had averted famine thanks to the large-scale potato cultivation in 
Siberia.

The chairwoman expressed her views on the activities of her party and other Russian parties. Kim Jong 
Il listened attentively to her.

In talking about life he joked intermittently, but was vehement in his denunciation of the US and its 
vassal states that were hell-bent on blockading and suffocating the DPRK.

He stated: I never forgive anyone who looks down on our country or tries to impair its dignity. To fight 
them death-defyingly until they surrender is my conviction and will. I advanced a slogan No one in the 
world can match a man ready to risk his life, and the US, disheartened by this fighting spirit, dares not 
provoke us. I am determined to fight the US to the end if it dares attack our country. Poorly armed as it 
was, the anti-Japanese guerrilla army, headquartered in Mt. Paektu, defeated its formidable enemy on 
the strength of its indomitable revolutionary spirit. As we are possessed of the revolutionary spirit of 
Paektu, we do not fear any strong enemy.

After three hours of talking, Kim Jong Il proposed to pose for a photograph with the Russian guest 
against the background of snow-covered Mt. Paektu. They strode out into the howling blizzard, which 
was blasting drifts of white snow all around.

Noting that he was accustomed to the biting cold in the mountain, Kim Jong Il said that those who 
would visit it for the first time might feel very cold. You will feel freezing if you hug yourself against 
the cold, he remarked. He said with a laugh that one could test one’s courage in Mt. Paektu.

Then he urged the guest to pose for a photograph.

On the way back after her parting with Kim Jong Il, the chairwoman said to a Korean official, “The 
respected Comrade Kim Jong Il is an outstanding statesman, a brilliant military strategist and a great 
man sent from Heaven. His spirit and faith, his will and courage are all reminiscent of Mt. Paektu.”
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“Self-Reliant” Team Wins

On October 22, 1984 Kim Jong Il visited the then Ragwon Machine Factory.

The first thing which caught his eyes as he entered the large machine shop was a board bearing the 
slogan “Self-reliance.”

He studied the slogan with a meaningful look and moved to a table where the parts of the rotary rock-
drill were placed.

He said that they were just what he had wanted to see, and inquired in detail about their production and 
performance.

Then he asked an official, “What caused skepticism about the quality of Ragwon-brand rock-
drill?” 

The official answered that some of their parts were defective and they were upgraded in the main.

The General said, “Good. I know the workers of Ragwon have already laid the groundwork for 
the production of rock-drills, too.” 

He continued: The first home-made tractor moved backward but now the whole countryside is teeming 
with our tractors. The workers of Ragwon blazed a trail for the rock-drill industry of the country. Their 
products may have a defect, but it is like dust on a gem. Polish it, and it glitters.

This remark reminded the officials of what had happened in May that year.

At that time he was inspecting a mine in Musan. The officials of the mine said that they could not 
increase the output of iron ore because Ragwon-brand rock-drills were inefficient. They insisted that 
high-performance machines should be brought in from a foreign country.

Kim Jong Il said that rotary rock-drills and other equipment should be made domestically because 
importing them from abroad would be tantamount to pouring water into a bottomless jar. He assured 
that the Ragwon Machine Factory would provide the mine with rotary rock-drills on a regular basis.

Then he stressed that he would give the task of making high-performance rock-drills to the workers of 
Ragwon and they would successfully manufacture them.

Soon afterwards, the Ragwon Machine Factory eliminated the defects in the machines and improved 
their efficiency. But the officials at Musan, who had been coveting foreign-made equipment, felt 
skeptical about the home-made drills.

Kim Jong Il decided that, in order to demonstrate the performance of the domestic products, a 
competition should be held at the mine in Musan to compare the home-made rotary rock-drill to a 
foreign-made one.

Thus began the unusual competition. At the beginning, there was no big difference in performance, but 
as the days went by, the difference grew bigger and bigger until the result became clear near the end of 
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the competition. The drill that took the first place in the several days’ competition was the machine 
made at Ragwon.

Kim Jong Il gazed at the parts of the drills as if recalling the competition, and said with a bright smile, 
“I have heard that the recent competition proved that the allegation that Ragwon-made rock-
drills were less efficient was completely baseless. Is it true?” 

An official said that the Ragwon-made machine had won and its efficiency was increased four to five 
times.

Then the General said in a loud voice:

Now you see that in a “wrestling match” between a team relying on itself and a team depending 
on others, the former, the “self-reliant” team, won. The winner is the “self-reliant” team! 

After another big laugh, he resumed that the competition would probably have taught the officials at 
Musan a serious lesson.

He continued:

We must believe in the workers of Ragwon. We must believe in them and their rock-drills. 

He stressed that in the difficult period after the war the Party had believed in the workers of Ragwon 
and he could see no reason why it should not believe in them now. Then he instructed to the officials in 
his company that they must cancel the plan of purchasing foreign-made rock-drills.

Patting the factory official on the shoulder, he said: You must carry forward the tradition of self-
reliance.

Immortal President

On August 11, 1994, about a month after President Kim Il Sung passed away, a banquet was arranged 
at the Mokran House in honour of Son Won Thae, a Korean compatriot who lived in the US.

The news came as a surprise to all who were still grieving over the greatest loss to the nation.

The following is how the banquet was arranged.

Three years previously, the President invited Son Won Thae to the homeland. Regretting that he had not
entertained him on his birthdays, the President promised that as Son’s elder brother, he would host a 
banquet on his 80th birthday.

As the event was drawing near, he prepared a Korean jewel painting Cranes in a Pine Grove as a 
birthday present.

Upon learning the sad news of the President’s death, Son rushed to Pyongyang. When he came to pay 
tribute to the late President, General Kim Jong Il, who was standing guard over his bier, greeted him.

Grasping the old mourner’s hands, he said:
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“Mr. Son, I thank you for coming a long way from an alien land. 

“The President said that he would give a large dinner on your 80th birthday, but he passed away, 
I am sorry to say. 

“I want you to visit here again and again, thinking that here is your own home. I will always 
remember the President’s close friends.” 

Some days later, Kim Jong Il summoned some officials concerned and told them that a banquet should 
be arranged in honour of Son as intended by the President.

On the early morning of the birthday he had a floral basket, a large basket of fruits and his other 
presents conveyed to Son and his wife, as well as his congratulations for the occasion. In the evening 
they received the President’s present and were invited to the banquet at the Mokran House.

Also present there were senior government officials, Son’s children and friends, and overseas 
compatriots.

The old man said tearfully at the banquet, “The President is alive as his intentions are upheld and his 
warm affection is still felt. I have not believed in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, but I have no doubt 
that the President is immortal. General Kim Jong Il is one and the same as President Kim Il Sung.”

At a Health Resort

On November 14, 2006, General Kim Jong Il visited a health resort for farmers in Hamju County.

At the courtyard he watched the buildings arrayed against the background of a pine grove.

After a good while, he asked an official if they would have much snow there.

“Not so much,” answered the latter.

He asked the reason why the buildings were covered with a broach roof.

Noting that he could see similar buildings in other places, he said that structures should sustain local 
features and a broach roof was of a European style.

To lay out the resort in a peculiar way, the designers had toured several places and held debates over 
the architecture of buildings at health resorts of other countries. After all, they adopted this rare model 
to give the exterior of buildings distinctiveness.

The officials watched the buildings again, only to feel an aching void at the thought that they did not 
blend well with the local landscape.

Kim Jong Il said to the officials, “You should see if there is any other unit that seeks to design their 
buildings on a foreign style of architecture such as a broach roof, and ensure that national 
measures are taken to correct this tendency.” 
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Then he pointed at the dwelling houses of the employees of a power station on the opposite side of the 
health resort, saying that their roofs looked good. He advised that they should review the design of the 
buildings at the resort and make a further study of their exterior.

A Staircase Disappeared

On June 5, 2008, General Kim Jong Il visited the Taedongmun Cinema.

He was very happy to see the splendidly renovated cinema. But he stopped in front of a staircase in the 
lobby leading to the auditorium. He pointed out that it was wrong to connect the lobby and the 
auditorium with a staircase.

The officials were at a loss.

It was natural, they thought, to set up a staircase as the auditorium was on a higher position.

Kim Jong Il said to them, “Among the visitors to the cinema there may be many elderly and 
children. If they miss their footing on the stairs, they may fall down and suffer injuries. The 
cinema should be laid out also for the convenience of the elderly and children.” 

Afterwards, the staircase disappeared to be replaced by a slope way with a gentle gradient.

A Worker’s “Protest”

On August 31, 2000, General Kim Jong Il visited the Songgan Forestry Station in a remote 
mountainous region.

Going all the way round the workers’ village, power station, bathhouse and funfair, he rejoiced at the 
picturesque scenery.

Hearing of his visit belatedly, the villagers rushed in an avalanche to see him.

An old worker elbowed his way through the crowd towards where his car was. Having run on a 
slippery road in the rainy season of the year, the car was splashed with mud.

Tears rolling down his cheeks, the old man wiped away the dirt with his sleeves.

An official in Kim Jong Il’s company tried to hold him back, saying that his coat got dirty and the car 
had a long distance to cover.

The worker protested, “We workers cannot bear to see the General’s car spattered with mud. I myself 
don’t mind my coat stained with it. As we all know, he has defended our motherland by dint of his 
Songun-based leadership and is now making painstaking efforts over rugged mountains to pave the 
way for the prosperity of our people. It is a unanimous desire of our workers to lay a silk carpet on the 
roads to be traversed by the General.”

He even scratched the mud off the car wheels and then disappeared quietly into the crowd.
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That evening, listening to the official’s story, Kim Jong Il was moved to tears.

He said, “I am very grateful to the worker. It would be hard to find such a good people as ours in 
the world.” 

He stressed that he was greatly remorseful to see the people who were supporting him with all sincerity
as he was not providing them with everything necessary, adding that the officials, together with him, 
should make redoubled efforts to build a paradise for them as soon as possible.

“Does a Pheasant Live by the Sobaek Stream?”

It happened on October 7, 2002, when General Kim Jong Il was looking round Samjiyon Hotel No. 1.

He saw a large landscape painting Delight by the Sobaek Stream adorning the wall in the lobby.

He was feasting his eyes on the painting, when the deer and pheasant in it attracted his gaze.

Watching the painting closely, he asked, “Does a pheasant live by the Sobaek Stream?” 

As a matter of fact, many officials had been there and lauded the art work in the lobby, but nobody 
wondered if deer and pheasants occurred by the stream.

Noting that the painter might not have been to the area, Kim Jong Il said, “Moose may live in the 
Sobaeksu Valley but other species of deer and pheasants do not occur there.” 

Stressing that painters must not distort facts, he told a story: I once saw a painting at an art studio, 
which depicted the scenery of the Sobaek Stream. In the painting were three mallards, as well as deer 
and pheasants, so I jokingly asked the painters where the mallards could live away from the stream. …

The officials broke into laughter.

Afterwards, the deer and pheasant disappeared from the landscape painting.

No Beans on “Gold Mountains”

On October 25, 2002, General Kim Jong Il visited the Changsong Foodstuff Factory.

His first question was about the supply of raw materials.

An official answered that the factory was using wild fruits available in Changsong County, such as wild
grapes, omija, tara vine and hawthorn fruits, adding that they had procured 600 tons of acorns for the 
year.

Kim Jong Il was satisfied with the reply.

He cast a glance round the factory, when a chart in the yard met his eyes.

He asked, “What is that chart?” 
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Another official said proudly that it was a flow chart showing the lines for production of condiments, 
noting that they had newly set up a workteam for the purpose.

Kim Jong Il said that he could not understand how the factory was producing condiments, before 
asking what the workteam was producing.

The official replied that it was producing bean paste, soy sauce and bean oil.

“Where do you get soya beans for the production of bean paste, soy sauce and bean oil?” asked 
Kim Jong Il.

A senior official of the county answered that some were locally available and 20 tons had been supplied
by the province.

It is not wise to set up the lines for production of condiments in such a mountainous region as 
Changsong County where sufficient supply of soya beans could not be guaranteed, observed Kim Jong 
Il.

He went on: Changsong County is in a mountainous region with a limited area of arable land. In such 
counties it would be difficult, however hard they may try, to ensure enough supply of soya beans for 
the operation of the above-said production lines. I do not understand what guarantee the factory had in 
setting up those lines in this county. It does not suit the local conditions of Changsong County to build 
the production lines fed by soya beans, instead of those which rely on the abundant supply of wild 
fruits. …

Kim Jong Il resumed, “President Kim Il Sung called mountains in Changsong County ‘gold 
mountains’ because it has an abundance of wild grapes, tara vine fruits, wild pears and other 
necessary materials to feed local industry factories. There are no beans in the ‘gold mountains."

“I Will Buy All the Products Here”

On December 16, 2009, Kim Jong Il was looking round the production lines at the Rason Taehung 
Trading Corporation.

“What is the next?” he asked an official of the corporation.

The latter answered that he would be guided to the pine mushroom liquor shop.

He watched a fermenting tank and then studied the packaging process for a good while. The machines 
for washing, bottling and capping were rumbling and he said that he was happy to see the automated 
process though CNC technology had yet to be introduced.

He asked the official, “How many bottles are there in store now?” 

The official replied 2 000 bottles.

The General inquired in detail about the amount of raw materials, the estimated volume of production, 
the daily output and the capacity of the fermenting tank.
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Then he said, “I will buy all the products here.” 

He held up a bottle and asked, “How strong is it?” 

“It is 30%,” answered the official.

The General asked an official in his company to have a taste of it. The latter sipped the liquor and said 
that it had a characteristic odour of the mushroom.

Kim Jong Il instructed the official of the corporation to transport to Pyongyang all that it had produced 
during the 150- and 100-day campaigns.

The official said that he would comply, but with a puzzled look.

At that time a provincial official suggested to the General that some bottles be given to the officials in 
his company.

But he shook his head in disagreement and said it would be better to supply the products to the citizens 
of Pyongyang. He reiterated that they should be transported to the city with the same trademark on the 
bottles.

This year is full of auspicious events and commodities have been produced in large quantities during 
the 150- and 100-day campaigns, he added. He stressed that they should be supplied to the citizens 
through department stores in Pyongyang, which would be in a festive mood.

“The Former Landlord Will Fall into a Dead Faint”

On November 1, 2009, General Kim Jong Il visited the Unhung Cooperative Farm in Thaechon 
County, North Phyongan Province.

He recalled that this was his third-time visit and he had been there on a very cold day in January 2000 
to see the Handure Plain after the land realignment project was over. He said that in July the previous 
year he had visited the farm again, adding that new changes took place in the meantime.

He saw rice, corn, potato and other crops on a stall and praised the fact that the farm’s grain output was 
expected to increase by 60 per cent year-on-year.

The Migok Cooperative Farm in Sariwon and other rivals, which are engaged in the socialist emulation
campaign, would feel uneasy if they knew this figure, he joked. He continued that the remarkable 
success for the year was attributable to the fact that in response to the Party’s policy on bringing about 
an upsurge in agriculture, the farmers strove to improve the fertility of paddy and dry fields and 
cultivate crops in a scientific way as required by the Juche farming methods.

He said to the farm officials, “Everyone will be surprised to see these amazing changes at the Unhung 
Cooperative Farm. I said, while touring the transformed Handure Plain, that it would be impossible for 
a former landlord to identify his old land if he came to the plain. Probably, he would fall into a dead 
faint if he were here.”
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The metaphor brought a smile on everyone’s face.

An official of the farm said that the success was a result of the General’s wise leadership.

The latter shook his head and commented that it was a precious fruition of the patriotic devotion shown
by the officials and farmers there who had endeavoured to implement the Party’s agricultural policy. He
extended his thanks to all of them for having done good farming and spruced up the village that year.

At a Goat Farm on the Phyongphung Tableland (2)

Good Idea? 

General Kim Jong Il was led along an 8km-long mountain pass towards the summit 1 000m above sea 
level.

He was having a bird’s-eye view of the goat farm, when the county Party chief broached a proposal that
had been suggested by the farmers: Given the increasing output of milk and lack of fuel, horses should 
be used for transport purposes.

The officials in his company thought that the idea fitted the local conditions of the county.

Kim Jong Il commented, “The chief secretary of the county Party committee has suggested using 
horses for the transport of milk as the number of goats and the output of milk increase and the country 
is running low on fuel. It is a good idea but horse-drawn carts should not be used for the purpose. Milk 
may degenerate on the way.”

He pointed out that it was out of the question to drive horse-drawn carts along the grazing course 
extending dozens of kilometres. He stressed that the milk should be transported by trucks, adding that 
necessary vehicles and fuel should be supplied in a planned way.

It was before daybreak that he arrived at the goat farm. Now the sun was rising above the horizon when
he made the rounds of a branch school and a shop.

Before his departure Kim Jong Il said to the officials: You should draw up a bold plan to increase the 
number of goats. You should render a positive contribution to improving the diet of the local people by 
raising more goats and boosting the output of dairy products. You should also take good care of the 
farmers who are working with patriotic zeal in the remote mountains to implement the Party’s policy.

At a Goat Farm on the Phyongphung Tableland (1)

Towards a Higher Aim 

After being briefed in front of a panoramic map on the situation of the goat farm, such as its 
construction, total area, branches and number of goats, General Kim Jong Il said in a low, regretful 
voice that it should have more than 10 000 goats to be called a large farm.
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This remark came as a surprise to the officials of the county, who thought that theirs was a large 
livestock farm–over 20 branches with thousands of goats, milk-processing facility, school, shop and 
other public and welfare service facilities, plants for producing such dairy products as cheese, curd and 
yogurt, and grazing course with a total length of 40km.

They had been proud of this farm, which was much larger in the number of goats and output of milk 
than those in other localities. Furthermore, it was a fruition of their belt-tightening efforts during the 
Arduous March and forced march.

But Kim Jong Il was not happy with the size of the goat farm.

He was guided to a milk-processing room in Tongbong, a branch farm, which was redolent of milk and 
there were heaps of cheese, curd and yogurt.

He asked, “To whom do you supply the dairy products?”

An official answered that they were supplied to the residents in the township, children at nurseries and 
kindergartens in particular. He noted that there were piles of cheese in the cellar, adding that people 
liked curd but not cheese because of its odour.

Kim Jong Il laughed and said: People eat cheese enjoying its aroma. It is not cheese that is not 
aromatic. They like cheese in Europe but not yet in our country. It is natural that those in rural 
communities should not be willing to buy it, as city dwellers dislike it. …

The officials in his company joined in the laughter.

Kim Jong Il went on, “It is wrong for the officials in Hamju County to supply the dairy products from 
the goat farm on the Phyongphung Tableland only to the children at nurseries and kindergartens in the 
county and other residents in the township. They should bolster up the goat farm so that its products 
could be provided to all people in the county.”

Now the officials could understand why he was so sorry to hear the number of goats in the farm.

They contented themselves with supplying the dairy products to the residents in the township, but he 
was concerned about those in other parts of the county.

Patriot

On February 6, 2007, Kim Jong Il visited a fish farm in Lake Jangyon.

An official explained the long-term plan of the fish farm to the visitor in front of a panoramic map 
showing stake nets for raising rainbow trout and a blueprint of the freshwater king crab pond.

He said: Fries will grow for a certain period before being released into the stake nets and the lake. At 
this point where the lake joins the sea, a bay is to be formed to raise freshwater king crabs. Later they 
will grow in Lake Mugye and Lake Tongyon. On the other hand, salmon, gray mullet, dace and trout 
will be netted on their way upstream to spawn. After collection of their eggs, adult fish will be supplied
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to the people and the fries hatched out from the eggs will be set free. In a few years they will go 
upstream to be netted again.

Kim Jong Il praised that the plan was unbelievable and asked the official, for a joke, if he was 
exaggerating.

All gave an amused laugh.

He was beside himself with joy picturing to himself the lake teeming with various fish species.

He made the rounds of the ponds for spawning and hatching, inquiring about the availability of natural 
food and mud at the lake.

The official told him that the lake abounded with plankton, floating plants, whitebaits and other small 
fishes, and the mud contained plentiful organic matter.

Kim Jong Il observed: This is indeed a rich source of natural food. Nowhere will be found such a 
favourable location. It is a brilliant idea to raise fish in stake nets or freely in this lake. The man who 
brought it up must have bent all his energies to raise fish on natural food.

He said, “He is a patriot, who racks his brains, suggests bright ideas and works energetically to 
realize them, so as to improve the people’s living standards by turning to good account the 
natural and geographical conditions in his native region.”

Ginkgo Tree in Anbul Temple

There is a gigantic ginkgo tree at the Anbul Temple in the valley of Tonghung-ri, Kumya County.

On April 8, 2003, on the road of his Songun-based leadership, Kim Jong Il visited the old temple and 
saw the ginkgo tree.

The temple, dating back to 516 in the period of Koguryo, had consisted of seven buildings centred on 
the main building Kungnakbo Shrine. After being burnt down in an accidental fire, it was rebuilt in 
1393 and 1843.

Looking round the temple, he pointed out several issues such as sustaining the ancient features of its 
painting, and underlined the need to observe the principle of fidelity to historical facts in the 
preservation of cultural relics.

Then he saw the ginkgo tree spreading out branches over the temple.

The custodian explained to him:

“I dare say that this Kumya ginkgo tree is the biggest in the world, 41m high, 15m round at the chest’s 
height, and 18.2m round and 4.6m across at the roots.”
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He continued that according to an old record, the tree had been transplanted there in 516 when the 
temple had been constructed and, counting from the year, it was more than 1 500 years old. It is written
in a book on the history of Tonghung-ri that the tree is 2 000 years old, he added.

So what is the real age of the tree, 1 500 or 2 000?

Inwardly, the custodian wanted the visitor to settle the controversial issue on this occasion.

Kim Jong Il was reading his mind and said with a laugh that he seemed to be asking him to settle the 
issue but he was not in a position to do so.

He advised, “You should invite experts in the concerning sector to come here and confirm the real
age of the Kumya ginkgo tree.” 

The custodian scratched the back of his head in embarrassment. Kim Jong Il noted that he had seen an 
old zelkova tree but it was the first time to see such a big ginkgo tree. You said that you wanted to show
me this rare tree, and if I had not come today, I would not have seen this novelty, he added.

He asked the custodian about the annual harvest from the tree. The latter answered 300kg. He 
commented that it was a great amount.

An official reminded him that during the Fatherland Liberation War President Kim Il Sung had 
dispatched the then Vice-premier of the Cabinet Hong Myong Hui to take measures to protect the tree 
against the enemy’s heavy bombing.

His face suddenly turned solemn as he was yearning for the President who had valued the treasures of 
the country.

After a long while, he left the yard of the temple and approached a wooden bridge over a brook. He 
halted at a short distance from the bridge and turned back. He admired the immense size of the ginkgo 
tree, noting that it looked more impressive there.

The custodian said, “The tree is so gigantic that it can be seen from four or eight kilometres away. 
When the tree has green leaves, one cannot see the sky under it.”

Kim Jong Il agreed that it was really a giant and it might be seen from far away.

Then he asked why the information board said that the tree was 1 500 years old though the history book
indicated 2 000 years.

The custodian answered that it was written so according to the above-said record.

An official with a long experience of foreign trips said that in his opinion the ginkgo tree was the 
largest in the world.

Nodding his head affirmatively, Kim Jong Il said, “If it is written in a history book that this tree is 2 
000 years old, I think the information board should say so.” 

He continued that the tree looked as old as indicated in the book.



That day he told officials that a health resort for the local farmers should be laid out near the temple so 
that they could have a good rest enjoying the fine scenery.

Before taking leave, he said with emphasis, “It is important to take good care of the Anbul Temple 
and the Kumya ginkgo tree with a long history.” 

Later it was scientifically proved that the ginkgo tree was 2 120 years old.

“You Are Wrong”

Kim Jong Il visited the Sakju Foodstuff Factory on July 19, 2002.

After making the rounds of the production lines, he headed for the exhibition hall. An official of the 
factory boasted that the soy sauce and bean paste on display were delicious.

“Is that so?” said the visitor, urging the officials in his company to have a taste of them.

They all agreed that the soy sauce and bean paste had a good taste. But one of them said that the bean 
paste on display had a better taste than that in the line of fermentation.

A senior official of the local province was baffled, wondering if the product was brought from another 
factory.

Other officials shook their heads in bewilderment.

“You are wrong,” snorted Kim Jong Il.

Pointing at a bowl of bean paste, he said, “The bean paste you tasted in the line of fermentation has 
yet to mature and the one on display has already matured, so they have different tastes. It is 
natural that the latter has a more pleasant taste.” 

Looking round at the officials of the province, he said with a smile that he would be obliged if they sent
him a jar of this bean paste later so that he would make a tasty soup by mixing it with young bok choy.

Good Smell

On January 5, 2009, during his visit to the newly built Wonsan Youth Power Station, Kim Jong Il called
in on a newly-wed couple. They had been working at the power station after being discharged from 
military service.

At the yard of the house he saw five fruit trees and praised them. Seeing the triple-glazed windows in 
the room, he advised that they should be glued up to keep out cold. In the kitchen he saw many glass 
bowls and pots, joking that he would let on to the citizens in Pyongyang, who were running short of 
pots, that there were spare ones in this house. And seeing the photograph they had taken for their 
wedding ceremony, he jested that he was envious of the many flowers and delicious foods on the table.
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Then his eyes reached the balls of fermented soya beans hanging up on the wall of the other room. 
Thinking that the balls were apparently eyesores in their new house, the officials gave the couple a 
reproving look.

The husband blushed and his wife dropped her head in embarrassment.

But Kim Jong Il said with a broad smile:

“It is good to see the balls of fermented soya beans hanging on the wall. It is a sight unique in the 
countryside. This is worthy of a socialist fairyland. In Pyongyang they draw curtains on the walls 
of their flats. Balls of fermented soya beans are hanging up in this house, which is more pleasant 
to my eyes. They give out a good smell.” 

Petting and soothing the balls, he said: Soya bean paste is efficacious in preventing thrombus and 
sclerosis of blood vessels in the heart. Mould is generally regarded as a cancer-causing substance, but 
soya bean paste reduces the risk of cancer. Besides, its ingredients are mostly good for human health. 
The German doctors, after taking a contrast photography of the coronary arteries of Korean cases, 
attributed their clean arteries to the Korean custom of eating soya bean paste. In Europe they tend to 
adopt this dietary habit of our people.

All listened attentively to his lecture on the specialty of the nation.

He resumed:

“A saying goes that a happy man does not really appreciate how happy he is. There are many 
who do not know how cultured and scientific the Korean nation’s long-standing custom of 
making soya bean paste is. Those balls on the wall are proof that the wife is very adept at making 
soya bean paste.” 

The young woman was embarrassed.

Frankly speaking, her husband had a better knowledge of it and the balls were his brainchild.

During his inspection tours around the front line Kim Jong Il would encourage the army units to press 
ahead with soya bean farming. When they were in the army, the husband and his wife had already 
learned how to make soya bean paste.

Kim Jong Il posed for a photograph with the couple and wished them a happy future.

Noting that they could make soya bean sauce by adding salt, he said that if they made delicious sauce, 
he would drop by and bring some bottles of it for himself. Before leaving the house, he reiterated that 
he would come again for the sauce.

For the Residents to Be Evacuated

On March 3, 2006, Kim Jong Il visited the Samsu Power Station under construction.
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Standing on the dam he looked down at the construction site. After a good while he asked an official, 
pointing at a place, “Is that area to be submerged?” 

The official answered in the affirmative. Again he asked how many households should be evacuated.

“A few thousand,” replied the official.

“How are you dealing with them?” 

A senior official of the provincial Party committee said that 30% of them evacuated the area and they 
were sharing abode with others nearby.

“What?” bellowed Kim Jong Il.

He reproved the official, saying that the residents in the area should not be dealt with in that way and 
new houses should have been built for them.

Noting that evacuation of the affected people was an important matter, he pointed out that he visited the
site to inquire into this matter because there was no document on the relocation of dwelling houses, 
among the many which were filed to him concerning the construction of the Samsu Power Station.

After a pause, he stressed that coaxing the residents would not be enough and this matter should be 
solved in a practical way.

Then he recounted: The people in Ryanggang Province were the poorest during the rule of Japanese 
imperialism. But their revolutionary sense was strong. Many of them crossed the Amnok River to take 
part in the anti-Japanese struggle. To solve the problem of their living is of primary importance. You 
should discuss the matter concerning the relocation of dwelling houses in the area to be submerged, at 
an enlarged meeting of the executive committee of the provincial Party committee. As this is an 
important matter, you should hold a joint meeting with the Party Central Committee. Before evacuating
the residents, new houses should be built for them, which are far better than the old ones.

The matter still weighed on him.

He estimated that as the affected households numbered a few thousand and each might have no less 
than three, the total number of the residents was very large. Officials should keep in mind that the 
people are more precious than tens of thousands of kW of electricity, he emphasized.

Before leaving the construction site, he reiterated that they should push ahead with the construction of 
the power station in parallel with the housing project for the affected residents.

Exception

On February 5, 2006, Kim Jong Il visited a unit of the Korean People’s Army in a mountainous region. 
It was an auspicious event for the soldiers, as there were few visitors to their unit and even senior 
officers dropped in on them only a few times a year.

In consideration of their lonely and solitary life, he stayed for long hours with the soldiers.
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He saw the balls of fermented soya beans hanging on the wall of the bedroom, and taught how to make 
soya bean paste. And he asked about the supply of cigarettes and electricity.

The political instructor of the unit, who was hanging back, requested him to see an artistic performance
prepared by a company.

The officials accompanying him were bewildered by this request. Above all else, it was high time for 
his departure. And they were well aware that he would not see an artistic performance in the morning 
hours inconvenient for singers.

To their surprise, he said with a loud laugh that he would make an exception and see the performance.

He continued:

“This is far away from Pyongyang, and the officials of the Ministry of the People’s Armed Forces 
seldom visit here. The soldiers would be sorry to learn that the Supreme Commander left the 
battalion without seeing their artistic performance.” 

He then sat on a wooden chair and saw the performance. He was the first to clap his hands.

Patent Product of Jongphyong County

On November 6, 2009, Chairman Kim Jong Il visited the newly built Kumjingang Kuchang Youth 
Power Station in Jongphyong County.

He rejoiced at the view of the vast artificial lake and the dam extending hundreds of metres, saying that
in South Hamgyong Province they had done a great thing without giving much publicity. I have 
witnessed miraculous innovations wherever I go and this year is full of auspicious events, he added.

An official of the province explained that with the completion of the new power project after the 
construction of Kumjingang Youth Power Station No. 6, the county’s power generation capacity had 
doubled.

The Chairman commented that it was a great achievement for a county. Noting that man could do what 
he was determined to do, he said, “It is man who has the greatest strength and courage.” 

He was guided to a yard in front of the generator room, where a map was put up showing power 
stations along the Kumjin River.

After being briefed on the completed and ongoing projects, he said: It is necessary to build more power
stations in the Kumjin River. The river extends nearly 100km and has three power stations in operation.
It would be marvellous if the power generation capacity were increased radically after the construction 
of Hamhung Youth power stations Nos. 1 and 2. The Kumjin River is an important source of power and
I suggest it should be nicknamed the Power River.

That day he also saw the county’s special products–balls and briquettes of coal mixed with weathered 
gneiss and mycoprotein fodder.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7814


He listened attentively to an account of the composition of the coal products and said that it was very 
interesting and he was pleased to see such a novelty in the county.

Noting that they should be widely used as they would burn easily and generate intense heat, he said, 
“The balls of coal mixed with weathered gneiss can be called the patent product of Jongphyong 
County. The local people may give themselves airs for the invention.”

Officials grinned at his joke.

The Chairman resumed that by displaying the spirit of devoted service to the people, the officials of the
county had made a priceless invention for their daily use through tireless thinking and study, and 
stressed that all officials should follow suit and become faithful servants of the people.

The officials pledged to serve them better.

Lesson Drawn after Boasting

On September 14, 1999, Kim Jong Il visited Janggang Army-People Youth Power Station No. 3.

He said with a delighted look that the power project was bringing many benefits–generating electricity, 
adding beauty to the landscape and providing favourable conditions for raising fish.

He asked a county official what species of fish were in the river.

The latter said proudly that it was teeming with carps, goldfish, silver carps and rainbow trout.

He seemed to be boasting of his mountainous county rich in fish resources.

Other officials nodded in agreement at one another.

But Kim Jong Il looked dubiously at the official. Saying to himself that there were carps, goldfish, 
silver carps and rainbow trout in the river in front of the farm, he wondered about the temperature of 
the water.

The official could say nothing. He did not know the temperature, nor did he understand why Kim Jong 
Il was skeptical about his remark.

The same was true of other officials.

Reading their minds, Kim Jong Il explained, “Rainbow trout grow well in water of 10 to 12 .” ℃

After he left the farm, the officials surveyed the river out of curiosity, only to find no trace of rainbow 
trout there.

Carps, goldfish and silver carps grow in water of 24 to 30 , so they cannot co-exist with rainbow ℃
trout.
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Sturgeons Out to the Sea

On June 21, 2009, Kim Jong Il visited a fish farm, which had been built with so 
much effort in the period of the Arduous March.

He looked back with deep emotion on the adversities the country had undergone in those years.

Plunged in deep thought for a good while, he said that recently the fish farm switched from rainbow 
trout to sturgeons. It is a great feat that our country has succeeded in the artificial breeding of 
sturgeons, he noted, adding that nobody had dreamed of it before.

That day, talking to officers of the army, he broached the subject of sturgeons again.

He underlined that they must succeed in farming sturgeons in the sea at any cost.

He went on: It is my wish to supply our people with sturgeons and salted roes as soon as possible. In 
the years of the Arduous March our people lived on grassroots because of the scarcity of food. But they
stayed on at their workplaces and defended socialism. We should, at all costs and at the earliest date, 
provide them with good living conditions to be envied by peoples of other countries. …

Officials reflected on the difficult days of the Arduous March and forced march.

Grassroots, substitute food …

Catching a glimpse of fresh herbs on the way to the front line, the General would order the chauffeur to
pull up as he felt his heart breaking to think of the people who subsisted on the herbs.

Recollecting those days, he said:

What a proud reality it is–the Korean people are catching up with the global standards, releasing 
sturgeons into the sea. Today, against all odds, we are well on way to attain the goal of a thriving 
nation. Looking back on the past of trying ordeals, I feel the pride in making revolution and harden my 
decision to work harder for the good of the people. Everything for the people–this is the fundamental 
principle in my activities and the aim of my life.    

Demonstrate to the World

Chairman Kim Jong Il visited the State Academy of Sciences on January 11, 1999.

On the way to the main building of an electronic engineering research institute, he asked an official, 
“What family are the computers here?”

The official wavered over how to answer this question, thinking that he had to explain a long time by 
comparing different families of computers.

Finally, he answered that they were SUN computers.

Kim Jong Il exclaimed, “Ah, they are SUN computers. I see.”
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Arriving at a lab, he watched the computers carefully and halted in front of a computer with a set of 
design applications.

He asked the operator, “What is the program capacity of this computer?”

Given the answer, he said, “The program capacity is four gigabyte, so the free space will be the 
remaining four gigabyte.”

He moved to another desk where a young scientist was sitting at a computer. He was very glad to learn 
that the scientist had interpreted a high-level program of a developed nation and adapted it to his 
research goals.

He told the young man, “Let me see the program on the computer screen.”

The latter hesitated in confusion and Kim Jong Il told him to relax and open the menu.

Now the young man was relieved a little and moved the cursor to open the menu.

Kim Jong Il said:

“Find the license.”

…

“And then the source.”

…

The scientist operated the computer as he asked.

Kim Jong Il bent over and studied the screen. He told the man to split the window so as to display the 
source program and the interpreted program simultaneously.

The operator displayed the programs as he wanted.

Scanning through the lines, he said, “Scroll.”

The operator scrolled down to open another window.

After a long while, Kim Jong Il said giving the young man a pat on the back, “You have done a great 
thing.”

It took long hours for him to make the rounds of several research institutes and laboratories.

As he was getting into his car for departure, a senior official of the academy called him.

Still holding the door-handle, he turned back. He smiled at the murmuring official, as if to urge him to 
speak out.

The official screwed up his courage and asked him, “Well, don’t you mind if we regard this visit to our 
academy as the first leg of your field guidance trip for the New Year?”

“I don’t mind, but why do you ask me that?”



“We are going to demonstrate to the world that you visited our academy as the first leg of your field 
guidance trip for this year.”

Kim Jong Il said with a laugh:

“You say you are going to demonstrate to the world that I visited your academy as the first leg of my 
field guidance trip for the New Year; you may do as you want.”

"Aren’t You Tired after Working at This Job All Day Long?"

On January 28, 2000, during his visit to a bearing factory, Kim Jong Il was on the 
shop floor watching a girl assembler distributing metal balls.

After a long while, he said to her, “Let me have a try at the ball distribution.” 

The officials, as well as the girl, were perplexed. He picked up the greasy balls immediately before 
being dissuaded from the attempt.

A preparatory process for assembling ball bearings, the job consisted in evenly distributing balls 
between the outer and inner races.

He fumbled with the races but could not put the balls rightly.

“It is not so easy,” he smiled.

He told an official to have a try, who ended up failing after repeated attempts. Other officials followed 
suit, all rolling up their sleeves, but the result was the same. One of them was struggling with a firm 
grasp on the races, bringing a good laugh.

Looking at the officials with a smile, Kim Jong Il said that it would not be so easy as it seemed.

He said to the girl, “Will you help me with it?” 

The worker was hastily wiping her greasy hands. Kim Jong Il urged her on, noting that he would not 
mind them.

Now his hands mingled with hers. With deft fingers the worker distributed the balls in the blink of an 
eye.

Kim Jong Il exclaimed, “How skilful you are. The balls are magical.” 

He continued to ask in a gentle voice, “Aren’t you tired after working at this job all day long?” 

“No, I am not. I have already been accustomed to this job,” answered the girl.

Stroking her arms, Kim Jong Il said that it was not simply a matter of skill and however dexterous she 
might be, she must have great pains in her arms in the evening after a daylong work.

He said to the officials: As you see, our workers do not complain about hard jobs. They demand more 
work for them and uninterrupted power supply to their factory, saying that they would not mind lights 
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going off in their houses. Our officials should be proud of having such workers and strive to better their
living conditions.

A Blot in the Nation’s History

On September 23, 1997, Kim Jong Il visited the Woljong Temple in Mt. Kuwol.

Noting that it was quite a large temple with a long history spanning more than a thousand years, he said
he was happy to see the old building preserved in its original state.

Suddenly, he halted in front of a Buddhist image and studied it for a long time.

The officials in his company examined it in wonder, only to find a clear scar on its face. Presuming that
old images of the Buddha would look all the same, they began to move away.

Kim Jong Il, however, stood rooted to the spot.

The docent began to explain: Originally, there was a gold mole on each of the Buddhist images in 
Kungnakbo and Myongbu shrines. The Japanese stole them away to leave such scars on them.

All were white with rage.

Kim Jong Il turned his head and looked afar. After a while, repeating that the gold moles on the 
Buddhist images had been stolen by the Japanese, he uttered in a fury that during their occupation of 
Korea, they had robbed it of many ancient cultural relics.

He moved along, recalling a report made by an official of the Party Central Committee after his return 
from a trip to Japan; he had looked round a folklore museum and found that 60 per cent of the exhibits 
were what had been stolen from Korea.

He stated, “In the future we must recover all the ancient cultural relics that were stolen from our 
country by the Japanese.”    

Tenor with a Lean Face

On January 11, 1999, after seeing a performance given by the State Merited Chorus, Kim Jong Il was 
giving the officials advice on their creative work for the future.

Suddenly he said to them, “By the way, I have found that some singers of the chorus were absent.”

An official told him that the singer, who had played the Party cell chief in the revolutionary opera A 
True Daughter of the Party, was absent as he had been sent to hospital for medical treatment.

Kim Jong Il said, “I know that. I mean the singer with a lean face was absent, who had been in the
second row of the tenor section.” 

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7774
http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7775


The official pondered over who he might be, and he couldn’t remember his face. Other officials, too, 
racked their brains but in vain.

Afterwards, they tried to find the tenor in the chorus. But none of the tenors had a lean face. All faces 
looked inappropriate to the characteristics of the tenor part–round, broad or long but not lean.

Some days later, while inquiring about the new recruits to the chorus, Kim Jong Il asked the officials 
about a singer.

One of them said that he had been transferred to another art troupe.

“What is his name?” asked Kim Jong Il.

The official told his name.

“He is the very man who was in the second row of the tenor section of the chorus,” said Kim Jong 
Il.

All officials were surprised. They pictured to themselves the face of the tenor, which was obviously 
lean. 

Noble Morality before Official Position

On the morning of New Year’s Day Juche 86 (1997) Chairman Kim Jong Il visited the Mangyongdae 
Revolutionary School, greeted by an old anti-Japanese revolutionary fighter who was the rector of the 
school.

Back to his office he severely criticized officials concerned for having made fighter greet him and told 
them to institute the new office First Deputy Rector in the school.

He added that the veteran’s presence alone in the school emboldened him.

The officials were deeply moved by the fact that the Chairman showed respect for revolutionary 
forerunners and put moral obligation before his official position, even concerning a show of greeting.

Thus, when he visited again the school in January Juche 87 (1998), he was greeted by the first deputy 
rector.

“Palace of Pigs”

The following happened on October 20, 1998, when Kim Jong Il was looking round the Huichon Hotel.

Briefed on the meritorious work of its officials and employees, he spoke highly of them for having 
achieved a lot during the Arduous March.

When he was back from the vegetable fields, the manageress requested him to see the pigsty No. 2 of a 
unique design.
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Kim Jong Il accepted, “I will go and see it as the manageress has requested.” 

He moved along, but his entourage blocked his way advising against his going into the pigsty with a 
nasty smell.

He insisted, saying that he did not mind the smell.

He studied the structure of the pigsty, listening to the explanations of the manageress: It is a 
greenhouse-style, PVC sheeting-covered house for piglets. Vegetable patches are installed on the pens, 
purifying air and preventing the piglets from contracting pneumonia. They grow well in the warm 
place, which is always

clean because the faeces are removed through underground channels.

Kim Jong Il praised the innovative idea.

Gazing round the officials, he said, “The pigsty is very clean. It looks like a palace of pigs.”

“It Is Not Free”

On October 1, 1998, after learning about potato farming at the Taehongdan County Combined Farm, 
Kim Jong Il visited the Potato Research Institute of the farm.

While looking round the research institute, he asked the local officials if the county had a base for 
producing compound microbial fertilizer.

A senior official of the county replied that they were experimenting on the fertilizer but had difficulties 
because of lack of technicians.

“Is that so?” said Kim Jong Il, lost in deep thought. After a while he told an official from Pyongyang 
that as the county was experimenting on the fertilizer, assistance should be given to it in getting over 
the difficulties caused by lack of technicians. Then he instructed the official to deliver to the county the 
equipment of a compound microbial fertilizer factory to be imported from a foreign country.

He also told the local official that the county should perfect methods of growing potatoes by applying 
manure and compound microbial fertilizer.

The latter thanked him, beside himself with joy.

Kim Jong Il said with a poker face, “It is not free. You shall pay for it with the corresponding 
amount of potatoes.” 

He gave a loud laugh, and the officials joined in the laughter.
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The Army Starts the Ball Rolling

In the summer of 1998, playing basketball was all the rage in the country. The political officers of the 
Korean People’s Army visited the schools in the areas where they were stationed, taking basketballs 
with them.

The officers told the teaching staff at the schools that the basketballs had been sent by Supreme 
Commander Kim Jong Il and urged them to improve the basketball skills of the students.

Seeing the teachers in a daze, the officers told them the following story:

On August 27 that year, in his talks with the commanding officers of the KPA, Kim Jong Il said that he 
would have 100 000 basketballs sent to the army units for distribution among the schools across the 
country.

This order dumbfounded the officers. Playing basketball was catching on in those days and basketballs 
were in growing demand. Good basketballs would attract covetous stares of adults and children alike, 
so it was clear that the latter would be outmanoeuvred in the scramble for basketballs.

The officers assumed that in order to prevent the possible “loss” in the course of distribution, the 
Supreme Commander was ordering them to convey the basketballs directly to the schoolchildren.

Kim Jong Il explained to them: I myself can have the basketballs sent to the schools, but I decided to 
assign the army officers with this task because it will help towards bettering the army-people relations. 
The company political instructors and others of different ranks in the army should visit the schools in 
the areas where they are stationed and convey the basketballs with due ceremony. Thus they should 
make it a good opportunity in promoting our school-our post movement and improving the army-
people relations. …

Upon receiving a report that the army had conveyed the basketballs to the schools as he had ordered, 
Kim Jong Il said in a pleased voice, “The army has started the ball rolling this year to better its 
relations with the people, and next is the people’s turn.” 

This was not a simple expression of praise. The army started the ball rolling–this was a meaningful 
instruction that the army should be the first to develop the ennobling trait of army-people unity.

Champions Fear Challengers

On May 4, 2008, Kim Jong Il visited the Kosan Fruit Farm.

Surveying the vast stretches of the orchard from an observation post, he admired the wonderful view 
and said with delight that it would yield a good harvest every year.

He praised the fact that over the past decade the farmers had prepared the fields for planting dwarf 
apple trees while raising their saplings by their own efforts. He spoke highly of their tireless spirit and 
asked the farm manager to give his regards to the farmers.
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The latter thanked him.

Kim Jong Il asked, “Which unit is the Kosan Fruit Farm competing against?” 

This abrupt question caught other officials off guard, but the manager answered fluently as if he was 
waiting for the question, “We were informed that during your visit to Kwail County, you said another 
unit should compete against the county. So we decided that it should be our rival.”

Kim Jong Il remarked that it was a bold decision to compete against the county which was far bigger in
terms of orchard area.

He continued, “Champions fear challengers most. The manager of the farm is a competent, 
valiant official who is possessed of a revolutionary stamina. Officials should be ambitious and 
enterprising.” 

He asked the manager if he would compete against the fruit farms in Pukchong County.

“Pukchong is no match for my farm,” bragged the manager.

Kim Jong Il smiled and agreed with his decision to challenge Kwail County.

The manager vowed that he would lead the farm to prevail over the rival.

All laughed joyously.

Kim Jong Il said: As I was passing by here to climb Chol Pass, I used to ponder on how to supply my 
soldiers and people with more amounts of fruit. I am very glad to see the remarkable changes taking 
place in the Kosan Fruit Farm to meet the requirements of the new century. I can see that the Party 
committees of Kangwon Province and Kosan County are assisting the farm in every possible way. I 
will give help to it myself. I am willing to do so because the officials of the farm have high ambitions 
and great courage.     

Nightmare Hour

On February 24, 2007, there was a rehearsal for the artistic performance The Blue Sky over My 
Country (Dawn).

That evening Kim Jong Il summoned an official who had officiated at the rehearsal and asked him 
about the result.

The latter replied that it was successful.

Kim Jong Il said that the creative workers must have taken much trouble to make adjustments to the 
performance in a few days, and then asked when the rehearsal began.

“It began at 11 a.m. and ended at noon,” answered the official.

Kim Jong Il asked in surprise, “You mean the rehearsal was held in the morning?” 
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The official stood dumbfounded, whom he reproached for having poor knowledge of vocal music.

He said, “To vocalists 11 a.m. is the worst hour. They say they can’t sing well in the morning even 
after three hours’ vocalizing. So they call it a nightmare hour.” 

The phrase sounded strange to the official, who had already known that morning hours were less 
favourable for singers than afternoon hours. He was not aware that 11 a.m. was such an awful hour for 
vocalists.

Noting that artistic performances are organized in the evening, not in the morning, in foreign countries, 
Kim Jong Il emphasized that officials in the sector of musical art should be knowledgeable enough. …

Hemp Dress and Woolen Suit

The following happened on November 12, 2006, when Kim Jong Il was looking round the new 
compressor shop at the Ryongsong Machine Complex.

With a beaming smile on his face he watched the CNC Turning Centre model Kusong 6A. An official 
of the complex told him that all the operators liked the home-made machines as they were processing 
workpieces by means of computer programs. Nodding in agreement, the latter said that it was good to 
introduce NC devices in the dozens of machines.

The assembly shop was packed with various types of compressors in neat rows. Kim Jong Il inquired in
detail about their sizes, types, capacities, applications, operation principles and technical specifications.

Then he moved to an area for sophisticated processing, which had been newly arranged for serial 
production of new types of compressors. Most of them were high-tech machines, some costing more 
than a million euros apiece in the international market.

In former days capitalist countries had set up the COCOM to control export of special machines to 
revolutionary and anti-imperialist countries like ours and, recently, concluded the Wassenar 
Arrangement labelling them as dual-use goods, he noted. He added that whatever frantic moves 
imperialists and their vassal forces might make, their blockade against the country would not last long.

He went on, “Today I am very happy looking round the Ryongsong Machine Complex. The new 
compressors are excellent, and it is praiseworthy to have built a compressor shop in a modern 
fashion. Now the complex seems to be in a woolen suit. It should strive to achieve sustained 
growth in production. It must never come full circle and look like in a hemp dress.”

“Pumped-up Bean Paste”

On October 28, 1999, Kim Jong Il told officials that he would guide them to another wonderful place.

Their destination was a condiment factory.
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In trying to evaluate the quality of bean paste gushing out, Kim Jong Il asked a girl worker, “What do 
you think of this bean paste of the factory, compared with the one made in your house?” 

Flushing crimson, the girl answered in a cheerful voice that the product of her factory had a far better 
taste than the home-made bean paste.

“So it tastes better,” Kim Jong Il said with a laugh.

Other workers and the officials in his company laughed with joy.

Gazing round the officials, Kim Jong Il asked, “Why do you think it is called bean paste?” 

They were perplexed by his abrupt question.

Silence reigned for a good while.

Kim Jong Il said that the answer was too simple to be thought up and continued, “It is called bean 
paste because it is pasty.” 

Laughter burst out again.

Noting that bean paste should be thick, he said, “But the bean paste produced so far is too thin to 
eat by dipping garlic into it.” 

The officials could not stop laughing, as he noted that the bean paste was so watery and some soldiers 
called it “pumped-up bean paste.”

Now the officials were plunged in deep thought as they were seeing the General beaming at the 
delicious bean paste from the new factory, recalling the painful memory of the sobriquet invented by 
some witty soldiers.

Sonnyo Peak

This happened on August 30, 1999, when Kim Jong Il was looking round a fish farm.

An official of the farm was giving him an account of the geological features of the area around the 
ponds, when he indicated a mountain called Sonnyo (Fairy) Peak.

“Why is it called Sonnyo Peak?” the visitor asked out of curiosity.

The official answered, “According to an old legend, fairies in heaven would descend on the peak to 
have a bath in the crystal-clear spring here.”

To his surprise, Kim Jong Il made a loud laugh. He asked the dumbfounded official where the fairies 
would undress themselves in the mountain with no trees to hide them.

All burst out into laughter, but it lasted only a moment. They realized that his humorous remark was 
tantamount to a reproach for not giving due attention to tree-planting. They should have covered the 
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area with trees to preserve the picturesque scenery of the peak, lest they should disgrace the name given
to it by their forefathers.

The officials stood reticent, feeling a pang of guilt for the barren landscape.

Kim Jong Il said to them: I can see trees planted around the new ponds. They are small in number and, 
worse still, the surrounding mountains are bald. So the scenery of the fish farm is not beautiful. You 
should plant many trees in the compound of the fish farm and the mountains around it, so as to make 
this area clothed in greenery.

The Site of a Smeltery Moved

It happened on September 25, 1980 when preparations were stepped up for building a smeltery in 
Sinhung County, South Hamgyong Province.

A senior official of the province received a call from Kim Jong Il.

To his surprise, the General asked how far it was from Hamhung to Sinhung.

Still confused, the official answered the question.

After repeating the distance to himself, Kim Jong Il asked in a serious voice whether the construction 
project in Sinhung would not have any impact on the supply of drinking water for the citizens in 
Hamhung.

Now the official understood why he was asking about the distance and said: Sinhung is in the upper 
reaches of the Songchon River, so if a smeltery is built there, the river will be polluted by refuse from 
the factory. This will jeopardize the safety of drinking water for Hamhung residents.

After listening to his explanation the General said that he was telephoning him because some days 
previously officials had proposed building the smeltery in Sinhung and he was concerned about the 
drinking water for Hamhung residents. Then he said in a resolute voice that the site of the smeltery 
must be moved.

The official was deeply touched by his close concern for the people.

He had heard that some officials, obsessed with economic profits, were pushing for the construction of 
the smeltery in disregard of the local conditions. So he had tried his best to have the construction plan 
shelved. To his disappointment, no one had lent an ear to his opinion.

As if reading his mind, Kim Jong Il asked if there was a suitable location for the smeltery.

Elated by this question, the official told him about the site he had chosen before.

The General said with satisfaction that if he had chosen the site of the smeltery where there was enough
supply of electric power and water and it was convenient for transportation, he would immediately 
dispatch officials concerned to the province.
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He emphasized that he should fix the site through careful consultation with them, before hanging up the
phone.

Later, he was reported that a suitable site had been fixed for the construction of the smeltery.

Pleased at the news, he stressed that provision of raw materials, transportation and other factors should 
be taken into account when selecting the site of a factory, but it was most important to carefully 
consider the impact it would have on the people’s living conditions.

Then he continued, “We must never give a green light for the project that would have a 
detrimental effect on the people’s living condition, however great its economic benefit may be.”

Proposal Disapproved

In 1979, to mark April 15, the birthday of President Kim Il Sung, the production of gifts for children 
across the country was going full steam ahead.

On March 27 Kim Jong Il went over their samples.

He was all smiles seeing the goods in living colours and of various shapes–clothes for kindergarten 
children, uniforms and shoes for students at primary and middle schools, colleges and universities, 
neckerchiefs for schoolgirls, buttons, etc.

He said, “The President bestows great care on the students and other children of the country. 
They are indeed the happiest in the world.” 

Then he told officials that they should make scrupulous arrangements for the supply of the clothes and 
shoes.

They suggested that they be sold at retail prices.

In November the previous year the state had sold winter clothes to all the children of the country at 
very low prices, and it earmarked a huge sum for the ongoing production.

Taking the state’s financial burden into account, the officials made the above proposal.

After a moment’s thought Kim Jong Il said:

“In my opinion the clothes and shoes should not be sold to kindergarten children and students at 
retail prices. Then the parents with more than four children may not afford to buy the goods at 
once.” 

He advised that they should reconsider their plan.

After all, the proposal for selling the goods at retail prices was disapproved, and all the children of the 
country received clothes, shoes and school things free of charge on the occasion of the April holiday.

The coffers of the state shrank but laughter of children in new clothes reverberated throughout the 
country.
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Feedback from the People

On June 2, 1977 Kim Jong Il telephoned a senior official of the Pyongyang Municipal Party Committee
to inquire about production at a noodle factory. The General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 
had financed the construction of the factory to mark April 15, the birthday of President Kim Il Sung.

The official told him that on April 15 the factory was switched on and the inauguration ceremony held 
in late May, adding that it would soon go into mass-production.

“You mean mass-production,” repeated Kim Jong Il. After a moment’s pause, he said that it would be
good to consult the opinions of the chairmen and ministers of the Administration Council and other 
citizens on the products and they should arrange a noodle fair to listen to their opinions.

This abrupt suggestion puzzled the official.

Stressing that the noodles were for the people and they should taste them first, the General said:

“It would be good to invite the chairmen and ministers to the Mangyongdae Chonsok Restaurant
and the like, serve them with different kinds of noodles after boiling them for about five minutes 
and ask their opinions. It is also necessary to serve them with the noodles made of wheat flour or 
wheat-and-corn flour and listen to their opinions. The opinions of the people’s neighbourhood 
unit chiefs are important, too.” 

Now the official understood his intention.

Soon afterwards, an instant noodle fair was opened at the Mangyongdae Chonsok Restaurant, attended 
by officials concerned and hundreds of neighbourhood unit chiefs in Pyongyang.

They ate a variety of noodles and commented that they were all delicious, their strips were tough and it 
was easy to cook them as it would take no more than five minutes.

The feedback from the people was reported back to Kim Jong Il. He said that as the instant noodles had
already passed the test, they should be given ten out of ten, and he wrote Passed on the document.

Then the noodle factory was allowed to go into mass-production.

Bad Habit Relinquished

On May 3, 1970 an official reported to Kim Jong Il that some film artistes, who had been on a tour in 
the Chongjin area, donated their skin to save a worker from the jaws of death.

The General was somewhat surprised at the news. He spoke highly of their deed and asked who they 
were.

The official called the names.

Listening to them one by one, Kim Jong Il nodded, “Uh huh,” “Aha!” and “Excellent!” 

Suddenly he was surprised to hear the name of an actress.
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“Who? What’s the name?” 

The official repeated the name.

“It’s true!” exclaimed the General with a loud laugh.

“Well, she donated her skin.” 

The actress had some shortcomings in her private life; among her studio colleagues she was known as 
too selfish.

While inspecting the studio, the General was much concerned about her.

One day he summoned her and advised: President Kim Il Sung knows you, but you are called a stinger. 
This is wrong. Human dignity cannot be traded for money. You behave selfishly caring more about 
money or valuables than about your reputation among the people. Then you will find your life 
meaningless.

The actress swore in tears that she would never behave so.

But she was dogged by the bad habit.

Having learned that there was no substantial progress in her private life, the General told officials that 
they must help her quit her bad habit even if it might take longer than they expected. Then he proposed 
including her in a tour group of film artistes so that she could transform herself among the workers.

On the day they were leaving, he met her in person and advised that during the tour she must relinquish
the old habit of selfishness while working with the smelters at the blast furnace.

Bearing his words in mind, she strove hard to improve herself and even donated her skin to save a 
worker in a critical condition.

Highly praising this beautiful trait, Kim Jong Il said:

This is not a simple matter. It is proof positive that the Party’s policy of turning the creation and 
performance of art works into a process of transforming artistes on a revolutionary and working-class 
pattern is paying off in practice.

Then he underlined the need to give wide publicity to the artistes’ laudable deed.

Brother of a Young Martyr (2)

Tearful Reunion 

The editor was later promoted to work as an official of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea. One day General Kim Jong Il summoned him to his office.

He waited at the entrance to the building and, upon seeing the man, said, “Comrade Ryang Nam, you 
are here at last. I am glad to see you.” 
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The official was choking with gratitude and then made a deep bow, tears rolling down his cheeks.

The General soothed him, “I have delayed meeting you for a few days because I wanted to see your
smiling face, not the crying face of the former cowherd. Raise your head, please.”

But the official could not keep back his tears.

“Well, I know you have not wept yourself out. Please cry, venting your sorrow and agony of the 
past on me.”

Kim Jong Il waited for him to calm down. Offering him a seat, he said that he spared time to listen to 
his sorrowful past.

The official recounted in a tearful voice how he had gone through thick and thin.

The General could hardly steady himself, thinking of what he should do to console the man.

Some days later, he summoned the official again and told him how his parents had dedicated their lives 
to the revolution. After a long talk, he took out a small framed painting from his bookshelf and put it on
the table.

It was an oil painting featuring the Children’s Corps member Kum Sun at the execution site, which he 
had long ago asked an artist to create.

Before being killed by the enemy, the young martyr is said to have shouted to the teary-eyed masses. 
“Why are you crying, dear fathers and mothers? Don’t cry. The revolutionary army soldiers will surely 
wipe out the enemy. You must fight staunchly until the day when the homeland is liberated. Down with 
the Japanese imperialists! Long live General Kim Il Sung! Long live the Korean revolution!” It seemed
that the young martyr was making this fiery speech in the painting.

The General told the official to stand in front of it and said that he had asked the anti-Japanese war 
veterans, who had been in the same art troupe as his sister in those days, to assist in portraying the 
looks of the 9-year-old martyr. He emphasized that he must keep her image in mind, and told about the 
articles on her death carried in a magazine of the Comintern and Kuguk Sinbo.

He continued to stress that she could heroically meet her death at such a young age because she had 
been brought up in the embrace of Commander Kim Il Sung, giving a detailed account of her activities 
in the children’s art troupe at the Xiaowangqing guerrilla base.

Then he lifted the oil painting and gave it to the official.

Tears swelled up in his eyes as he was gazing at the picture of his dear sister, whom he had so much 
yearned for in those trying years.

Kim Jong Il, too moved to see their emotional reunion, stood long looking out of the window.

Afterwards, the official worked faithfully in support of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il to the end of his 
life, rendering a great contribution to developing the country’s musical art.



Brother of a Young Martyr (1)

A 9-year-old member of the Children’s Corps, Kim Kum Sun, had been executed by the enemy during 
the anti-Japanese armed struggle.

The image of this girl was kept in Kim Jong Il’s mind. He managed to find out her only brother Kim 
Ryang Nam and trained him to become a pillar of the country.

The Cowherd Blowing a Reed Pipe 

One day, at the back end of blizzardy winter, Kim Jong Il was listening attentively to a tape-recorder in 
his car en route from Onchon County to Pyongyang.

Recorded on the tape was what President Kim Il Sung had said to film scriptwriters and directors.

“In the past when we were fighting in East Manchuria, there was a girl called Kim Kum Sun, 9, 
in the guerrilla zone. One day she came to her house to see her mother but was arrested by the 
enemy. The Japanese looked down on the girl, coaxing and intimidating her by various methods 
to make her reveal the secrets about the guerrilla zone. However, she refused to say anything. 
Even at the execution site the Japanese gendarmes placated her with the promises that she would 
be set free if she told the secrets. She spat on their faces and condemned them before being 
killed.” 

After recollecting her heroic death the President said that he would be pleased if he could see any 
relative of hers.

The thought of her relatives weighed on Kim Jong Il’s mind until his car arrived at Pyongyang.

Soon the General began to search for them, meeting the anti-Japanese revolutionary fighters who had 
worked in Wangougou at that time and the officials who had travelled around former battle sites for 
years to locate the children of fallen revolutionaries.

It was like looking for a needle in a haystack, but he managed to learn about the girl’s family 
background.

… Her father Kim Thaek Gyu was the chief of an underground revolutionary organization and her 
mother Choe Ok Bong, a village head in a guerrilla zone. In the year when her younger brother was 
born her father was dragged off and killed by some men whose identity remained unclear. Though the 
mainstay of the family had gone, her mother worked harder than ever before. In the spring of 1934, 
when the Japanese “punitive” force raided Wangougou, she left her two-year-old son in the care of an 
old man who lived next door and threw herself into a battle to protect the evacuating villagers. She 
fought bravely to her dying breath. From then on the poor boy was carried around in search of suckling 
mothers. At 9 he became a landlord’s servant who looked after grazing cattle. Lamenting over his 
miserable fate, the teenager used to blow a reed pipe. …

There was nobody who had ever seen him or knew his name, but Kim Jong Il persevered with his 
search.
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One day he received a report to the effect that a music editor at the then Korean Documentary Film 
Studio, called Kim Ryang Nam, had a similar family background to the young martyr’s. He 
immediately sent an official to the film studio.

Late that evening he was reported on the following facts: The names of the editor’s parents were the 
same as Kim Kum Sun’s. When young, he was a landlord’s servant. During the day he looked after 
dozens of cattle on the fields and at night slept with them at the shed. He was subjected to all sorts of 
maltreatment and, just before the country’s liberation, happened to meet a distant relative of his father. 
He heard from the latter about his parents and sister. During the Fatherland Liberation War he attended 
a secondary school for war orphans abroad and, after the war, returned to his homeland. Endowed with 
a talent for music, he became a musician after graduating from the then Pyongyang Conservatory.

After listening to the official’s report, Kim Jong Il said, “Kim Ryang Nam must be the brother of the
Children’s Corps member Kum Sun. I tried hard for so long to find his whereabouts as I was not 
aware that he is working at the Korean Documentary Film Studio.”

He paced back and forth in great delight.

“But…” the official trailed off.

“But what?” asked the General.

After a moment’s hesitation the official said that the editor was worried about his father’s chequered 
past after reading a publication saying that Kim Thaek Gyu had been executed for involvement in the 
spy organization “Minsaengdan.”

Kim Jong Il was lost in deep thought for a good while. Then he said that they should report to the 
President about Kim Thaek Gyu and Kim Ryang Nam so that he would decide on this matter. He added
that the President knew well about Kum Sun’s struggle and he was the very man who could vouch for 
her father.

The documents concerned were submitted to the President. He called up his old memories: The eyes of 
Kum Sun resembled those of her father, and Ryang Nam has similar eyes to Kum Sun’s. Ryang Nam 
must be the son of Kim Thaek Gyu. The Party should take care of him and train him to be an excellent 
official.

The President was very pleased that the only relative of Kum Sun was found out.

It was October 10, 1967.

Trotters from Nowhere

Follow one road for ever. To mark January 19, 1966, Kim Jong Il–this is a note written on the back 
side of a photograph of the Korean film star Yu Won Jun.
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With this as his motto Yu worked in the cinema circles for scores of years, starring in numerous films 
and adding glory to the twilight of his life.

The following is what happened in those years.

He and his colleagues were spending days burning the midnight oil for on-site shooting, when news of 
his wife’s delivery came. Having returned back home, he could see his wife and their newborn baby 
well looked after by the neighbours. He felt at ease and went back to the studio.

Soon the husband grew sorry for his wife as she was worried about the shortage of her milk. He had no 
time to obtain trotters, known as the tonic for a suckling mother. While chatting during a break, he 
confided his anxiety to his colleagues.

Some days later, he was greeted at home by his smiling wife, who thanked him for sending trotters for 
her and asked where he had obtained so many of them.

This abrupt question caught the husband off guard. He guessed that one of his colleagues had helped 
him, and decided to find and thank the man. Regrettably, his search ended in failure.

Three decades after that, the actor, now in his seventies, attended a party hosted by General Kim Jong 
Il.

The General filled a cup of wine for the old actor, saying that he had taken much trouble for the recent 
production although he was at an advanced age.

The old man said in a tearful voice that he had not repaid him for his warm care.

Seeing tears gathering in his eyes, the General changed the subject to soothe him.

“You were once worried about your newborn baby as she could not be breastfed enough. How 
does she stand in your children?”

The actor was puzzled, all gazing at him. It was quite a distant memory and, after a while, he replied 
that she was his second daughter and she was already a mother.

The General said that time was flying and joked smilingly that the trotters, which he had sent for her, 
must have paid off.

The old father was dumbfounded.

Saying that he would tell about it as it was now an old story, the General began to explain: The day 
Yu’s wife had the baby, the General was inspecting the studio. While talking with a director, he heard 
about the birth of the main character’s child. Late at night, on the way back from his trip, he pondered 
over something and had his chauffeur drive towards a suburb. After obtaining the trotters there, he 
instructed the chauffeur to carry them to Yu’s and give them to his wife without telling her who was 
sending them. Then he himself walked to his office.

After all, it took 30 years for Yu to find out who he should thank for the trotters.



“I Will Buy All the Products Here”

On December 16 2009, Chairman Kim Jong Il was looking round the production lines at the Rason 
Taehung Trading Corporation.

“What is the next?” he asked an official of the corporation.

The latter answered that he would be guided to the pine mushroom liquor shop.

He watched a fermenting tank and then studied the packaging process for a good while. The machines 
for washing, bottling and capping were rumbling and he said that he was happy to see the automated 
process though CNC technology had yet to be introduced.

He asked the official, “How many bottles are there in store now?” 

The official replied 2 000 bottles.

The Chairman inquired in detail about the amount of raw materials, the estimated volume of 
production, the daily output and the capacity of the fermenting tank.

Then he said, “I will buy all the products here.” 

He held up a bottle and asked, “How strong is it?” 

“It is 30%,” answered the official.

The Chairman asked an official in his company to have a taste of it. The latter sipped the liquor and 
said that it had a characteristic odour of the mushroom.

Kim Jong Il instructed the official of the corporation to transport to Pyongyang all that it had produced 
during the 150- and 100-day campaigns.

The official said that he would comply, but with a puzzled look.

At that time a provincial official suggested to the Chairman that some bottles be given to the officials in
his company.

But he shook his head in disagreement and said it would be better to supply the products to the citizens 
of Pyongyang. He reiterated that they should be transported to the city with the same trademark on the 
bottles.

This year is full of auspicious events and commodities have been produced in large quantities during 
the 150- and 100-day campaigns, he added. He stressed that they should be supplied to the citizens 
through department stores in Pyongyang, which would be in a festive mood.

An Hour’s Delay

On June 1 1998, Chairman Kim Jong Il was giving field guidance in Jagang Province. After finishing 
his schedule for the morning, he asked a senior official of the provincial Party committee when the 
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representatives of local workers would arrive in the afternoon to see the artistic performance to be 
given by the State Merited Chorus and the art troupes of army units.

“As you instructed yesterday, I arranged for the major factories and enterprises in the province to select
representatives of their workers and send them here. But some are …” the official trailed off.

There was a reason for his hesitancy.

Making the rounds of the province, Kim Jong Il had instructed that the State Merited Chorus and the art
troupes of army units should stage a joint performance to encourage the local workers who should lead 
the country on the Arduous March.

The performance was slated to begin at 3 p.m. that day in a house of culture at an industrial complex in 
Huichon. The official calculated time and was afraid that those workers, who were coming from afar, 
would not arrive on time.

Looking at the man in anxiety, Kim Jong Il asked the reason. He got a reply and pondered over 
something for a moment.

The official regretted having told him about the workers on the way, as it did not seem to him that the 
absence of those workers was such a serious matter. In trying to console Kim Jong Il he said that he 
would have the performance begin on schedule. But the former advised him to put it off until 4 p.m. if 
he was certain that the workers would not be there before 3 p.m.

The official was worried that an hour’s delay might disrupt his schedule for the afternoon.

But Kim Jong Il insisted, “It is no use staging the performance in the absence of the workers as it is 
given in congratulation of the working class who created the Kanggye spirit and the work attitude of 
the people in Jagang Province. My schedule is tight but we must wait and have the performance begin 
when all the workers are present.”

The official thanked him time and again.

Meticulous Concerns (2)

At a Program Exhibition 

In February 1998 Chairman Kim Jong Il of the DPRK National Defence Commission visited the 8th 
national programs contest and exhibition hall. On display were new programs developed by educational
institutions like Kim Il Sung University and scientific research institutes. Seeing a multimedia program,
The Stamps of Korea, the Chairman asked the experts unexpectedly whether it had a printing function. 
One of them answered that they had not considered it. Then, the Chairman said that the output function 
should be attached to the program if there is an image input function, that it should be good to see as 
The Stamps of Korea is an electronic publication, but it is still better to print necessary data 
immediately, and that as it is a stamp program, it should have a colour printing function. Then he saw 
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the E-dictionary of Korea’s Place Names, Koryo Celadon—an Oriental Treasure and The International 
Friendship Exhibition House. And he heard the explanation of Sanak, a 3D designing program.

Praising that it was good enough to have developed 3D programs in a short span of time, the Chairman 
warned the developers against self-complacency. He added that some developed countries were now 
introducing 4D programs, that besides many sectors of the national economy, the art and literature 
sector should introduce 4D programs to ensure fine stage lighting and print electric photos with less 
costs, and that 4D programs should be developed to make people feel as if they were living in another 
planet.

Gift for an Artist

On January 13, 2004, Chairman Kim Jong Il was looking round the soldiers’ hall of a KPA unit.

On display in the lobby and along the corridor were different kinds of visual aids needed for political 
and ideological education of the soldiers.

Watching them one by one, he stopped in front of a calligraphy scroll, which read “Let us add glory to 
our youth with arms!”

He gazed at the letters that were symbolic of the soldiers’ spirit of defending their country. Then he 
commented that the letters were written very well and the fifth letter “chong” was especially attractive. 
(Chong is part of chongchun in Korean which means youth in English)

He said, “The letter ‘chong’ looks full of vigour, as if it has a dragon in itself.”

He asked who wrote the letters.

An officer replied that they were written by a senior artist of the unit.

Speaking highly of his exceptional skill in calligraphy, the General said that he was vey pleased to find 
a gifted calligrapher in this unit.

After studying the letters again, he said, “As a reward for his excellent work, I will send the senior 
artist of this unit a set of calligraphy tools which was among the favourites of President Kim Il Sung.”

The officials were greatly surprised.

The President had been good at calligraphy, so important personages of other countries would present 
him with calligraphy tools as gifts. He had other gifts displayed at the International Friendship 
Exhibition House, and he was also unsparing in giving them to his officials. However, he kept 
calligraphy tools for himself.

Kim Jong Il asked an official how many of them were left.

The latter replied a few, and opined that they should be kept as national treasures.
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Kim Jong Il insisted, “The President would be more pleased to know that we are giving them to our 
outstanding calligraphers, instead of keeping them in mothballs.”

“I Will Not Go In There”

On December 12, 2003, Chairman Kim Jong Il was inspecting a company of the Korean People’s 
Army.

Looking round several places of the company, he praised it for making notable progress in improving 
its combat efficiency and providing a rich diet for the soldiers.

An officer of the company was going to lead him into a cellar where they were growing bean sprouts in
cold winter. Probably, he intended to boast about it.

But the Supreme Commander turned back, saying, “No. I will not go in there.”

The officials looked nonplussed as he had been very meticulous about the matters concerning the 
soldiers’ diet.

He explained to them: When I was visiting a unit, I saw bean sprouts discoloured. I asked an official 
why, and he said that they were exposed to sunlight because people frequented the cellar. I am afraid 
that because of us, the bean sprouts in this company may discolour.

It was some days before that he visited the unit. Guided to the cellar, he saw sprouts turning greenish.

After being briefed on the reason by the officers, he said, “It is advisable to limit entry into the cellar 
for growing bean sprouts. Otherwise, they may turn greenish because of exposure to sunlight and 
become less palatable.”

“You Are So Excellent”

On October 18, 2002, General Kim Jong Il inspected a women’s company of the Korean People’s 
Army.

After looking round several places of the company, he was led into a room where the soldiers were 
standing to give an artistic performance.

Acknowledging the cheering women, he said, “Sit down please. Let me see your performance.”

He seated himself on a chair, and the performance began.

Seeing the performers’ dance, he commented:

“The women are dancing so merrily in a soldierly manner.

“This work vividly depicts the soldiers’ training and worthwhile life.

“My soldiers are very optimistic.”
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Next in the programme was a narrative play Where are you, dear General.

This play delineated an anecdote of the company soldiers’ life a few years back, truthfully portraying 
their noble mental world.

Kim Jong Il said, drying his tears on a handkerchief:

“Tears gather in my eyes as I see the play with a good content and of a high level of depiction.

“The soldiers of this company are very good at performing.

“They are excellent indeed. I enjoyed it very much.

“I was a little bit tired from the recent trip around several units, but your performance was good enough
to relieve my fatigue. I feel refreshed now.”

The performance over, he stepped out of the room.

He was all smiles as he said to the commander and the political instructor of the company, “You only 
practice performing in this mountain, don’t you?”

“No, we do training, sideline farming and all other things.”

“You are so excellent.

“You are very good at performing. Very good, indeed.”

Then an official said that it was very interesting to see the soldiers sing and dance tapping their feet.

Kim Jong Il agreed with him, saying:

“I think this company is the best in performing.

“In one way it seems to have been devoted to improving living conditions, and in the other, to 
preparing for artistic performance.”

“Verdict of Not Guilty”

On March 1, 2002, General Kim Jong Il was inspecting a women’s company of the Korean People’s 
Army.

Acknowledging the cheering soldiers, he studied them one by one and said with a satisfied smile that 
they were all robust.

He remarked, “The officers look sturdier.”

He made a gesture indicating their plumpness and laughed loudly, saying that some of them were 
outgrowing their uniforms.

He praised them highly for their excellent training, noting that because of their patience women might 
be better than men at shooting.
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He made the rounds of the education room and the barracks, asking how newspapers were delivered to 
them and if they were watching TV every day and the rooms were not cold.

Suddenly, he changed the subject and asked, “Why do you think the officers are sturdier than the 
soldiers?”

The company commander faltered, unable to find an answer.

Kim Jong Il asked another officer the same question, but got no reply.

Then an official said jokingly that the officers might be having meals separately, eating two bowls of 
bean-curd dregs a meal.

There was a burst of laughter.

But the officers turned scarlet from embarrassment. The company commander, making a step forward 
towards Kim Jong Il, protested that they were having an equal share with the soldiers.

All laughed at her “petition of innocence.”

Stroking her shoulder, the General said in her defence, “Maybe it is because officers are selected 
among the soldiers of strong constitution.”

Instructive Guidance (2)

Centre of Medical Education 

In November 2010 Chairman Kim Jong Il visited the Pyongyang Medical College of Kim Il Sung 
University. Understanding when Building No. 1 was erected and how many students there were in the 
college, he moved toward a laboratory of introduction to surgery. There he was pleased to know that 
there were different visual aids, multimedia, surgical tools and training devices in the laboratory to help
the students fully understand elements of manual remedies and surgery such as asepsis, first-aid 
treatment and styptic treatment. He also went round several labs including those of internal diagnosis 
and molecular biology. In the medical information laboratory he gave instructions that application 
programs for the teaching work should be developed a lot while introducing top-notch science and 
technology positively. In the room dedicated to the show of the college’s achievements he spoke highly
of the great varieties of medicines developed by the college.

On the occasion of his visit the Chairman indicated straight ways and means to put medical science and
technology onto a higher level, and took a great measure to develop the college into the highest 
institute of the Juche-oriented medical education and the central establishment of training the medical 
talent.

Anecdotes during the Inter-Korean Summit Meeting (6)

Cooperation for the Benefit of One’s Own Nation 
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The farewell luncheon was proceeding affably.

General Kim Jong Il had talks with the guests on several subjects. He pointed out that in order to 
promote mutual confidence and unity and hasten the reunification of Korea, both sides should refrain 
from slandering and provoking each other. Noting that ten days later it was June 25 (the anniversary of 
the outbreak of the Korean war), he said that both sides should not stoke hostility towards each other on
this occasion.

He told the ministers of the south side that they were the very men who should keep up President Kim’s
and his reputations.

Then he said jokingly, “If you fail to do so, I will have all of you deposed and go to Seoul to take your 
offices concurrently.”

All laughed merrily.

The ministers pledged that they would do their best to implement the joint declaration.

Kim Dae Jung, too, told Kim Jong Il that he was right and he did not need to worry about it.

As the luncheon was drawing to a close, Kim Jong Il said to the ministers: This time President Kim and
other politicians of the south side have done a great thing in Pyongyang. We should make ex-politicians
in the south feel regretful for what they did. We are assuming the national duty of implementing the 
north-south joint declaration. We must not make haste impatiently but solve problems one by one. We 
should always prioritize the interests of our nation. The north is not indiscriminately opposed to the 
south Korean authorities’ cooperation with other countries. The point is that we should cooperate with 
other countries on condition of promoting national reconciliation and unity. We should not allow any 
international cooperation to impair our national interests. We should promote cooperation for the 
benefit of our own nation.

Anecdotes during the Inter-Korean Summit Meeting (5)

“The Same Family” 

On the 15th General Kim Jong Il gave a farewell luncheon in honour of Kim Dae Jung and his 
entourage on behalf of the National Defence Commission of the DPRK.

The previous evening he had told his counterpart that the following day he was arranging a luncheon in
return for the banquet given by the south side. Noting that he had heard the south was advocating 
reciprocity, he said that the north was going to follow suit. All laughed at this joke.

The luncheon was proceeding in an amicable atmosphere, when Kim Dae Jung asked Kim Jong Il 
where his family hailed from.

With a gentle smile on his face, Kim Jong Il answered that they hailed originally from Jonju.
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Kim Dae Jung regretfully said that his family hailed from Kimhae, and that Kim Jong Il’s was from an 
original root in Jolla Province.

At this moment Ri Hui Ho, Kim Dae Jung’s wife, who had been listening to them attentively, said 
proudly that her family, too, hailed from Jonju.

Kim Jong Il, with a hearty laugh, said to Ri, “So we are really of the same family. Now the family 
members have been reunited.”

Kim Dae Jung and his wife looked perplexed while everyone present split their sides laughing.

Although a rumour had already been widespread in south Korea that Kim Jong Il’s family hailed from 
Jonju, it was the first time that the rumour was proved to be true.

With this as a momentum, the grave of the ancestor of the Jonju Kims, which is located on Mt. Moak, 
Kui Sub-county, Wanju County, North Jolla Province in south Korea, became famous. It was reported 
that many people went there to pay tribute to the memory of the ancestor every day.

Anecdotes during the Inter-Korean Summit Meeting (4)

“Fee for Acting” 

When the banquet reached a crescendo, an official handed General Kim Jong Il the draft joint 
declaration that had been worked out in consultation with the south side.

Expressing his satisfaction with the document, he told the official to hand it over to Kim Dae Jung. 
Kim Dae Jung voiced his agreement and said that in his opinion the joint declaration should be made 
public right away.

Accepting his request, Kim Jong Il went to the platform with Kim Dae Jung and took his hand in his 
own and raised it. Then he said, “I declare the conclusion of the historic north-south joint declaration.”

A storm of cheers and clapping swept the banquet hall.

At that time the south Korean journalists were desperate as they missed the golden chance of 
photographing the occasion. So they importuned the senior presidential information secretary to ask 
Kim Jong Il to pose for them. He told Kim Jong Il what they wanted.

The latter said: Do you want me to play an actor? I can accept the request, but you need also to ask for 
President Kim’s consent.

Kim Dae Jung said to them that if Kim Jong Il had accepted their request, he would follow suit.

With a hearty laugh, Kim Jong Il said to his counterpart, “Then let us play actors once again.”

He went to the platform again with Kim Dae Jung and posed for a picture to be taken of them hand in 
hand.

The cameramen vied with one another to take the picture.
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When the photography session was over, he joked to the journalists that they ought to pay for their 
acting, causing another ripple of laughter.

Anecdotes during the Inter-Korean Summit Meeting (3)

Separated Family

On the 14th Kim Dae Jung arranged at the Mokran House a banquet in honour of Kim Jong Il in return 
for the one hosted by the latter. Just as the banquet was starting, Kim Jong Il noticed that Kim Dae 
Jung’s wife was not around. He asked where she was. A minister from the south answered that she was 
sitting at another table. Kim Jong Il commented that the banquet seemed to be creating another 
separated family, and asked, “How come we can separate another family when we are hoping to solve 
the problem of separated families?”

Kim Dae Jung and his entourage wondered what he meant.

Kim Jong Il said jokingly: I can see no reason why the President and his wife should not be seated at 
the same table; I do not think the separation will contribute to raising their appetite; if we create another
separated family out of the “First Family” it will make a real scandal.

Laughter burst out in the banquet hall. Thus the First Lady of south Korea was urged to come to the 
table where Kim Dae Jung was sitting. With a smile on his face Kim Jong Il offered her a seat beside 
her husband.

She extended her gratitude to Kim Jong Il, saying: Your meticulous concern quite overwhelms me; 
thanks to your concern, my family has been reunited; although I am sitting beside my husband, my 
heart is with you.

With a hearty laugh, Kim Jong Il said: It will not do; both your body and your heart should be with 
your husband, otherwise you will pay dearly.

His remarks triggered another fit of laughter among those present.

Clapping her hands, she said: You are so amusing; you speak in such an engaging way that the attention
of everyone is on you.

Anecdotes during the Inter-Korean Summit Meeting (2)

To Answer the Question of Global Concern 

The first round of talks between Kim Jong Il and Kim Dae Jung was held at the Paekhwawon Guest 
House immediately after the photography session, which was unprecedented in diplomatic history.

All present looked strained as the summit was the first of its kind in the nation’s history, held after 
decades of acute political and military confrontations following Korea’s liberation in 1945.
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As if to enliven the mood, Kim Jong Il quoted the morning report that his counterpart had taken bean-
sprout soup and half of a soft-boiled egg for breakfast, and said, “I thought that he must be taking light 
breakfast to have big lunch in Pyongyang.”

All burst out laughing.

Seeing happy smiles on their faces, he resumed that the people in the north were extending a hearty 
welcome to Kim Dae Jung on his arrival at Pyongyang. Last time we assured the visiting envoy from 
the south that President Kim Dae Jung would not be disappointed if he visited Pyongyang, he noted, 
stressing that in

appreciation of the hard journey he had made, the north side would accord the guest hospitable 
treatment, not in words but in practice.

He went on: The world is watching us now. They wonder why President Kim intended to visit 
Pyongyang and I accepted his request for the visit. Let us give an answer to this question of global 
concern in three days and two nights through unceremonious talks.

It is known worldwide that the summit talks proceeded smoothly, resulting in prompt agreement on 
core issues.

Anecdotes during the Inter-Korean Summit Meeting (1)

President Kim Dae Jung visited Pyongyang from June 13 to 15, 2000 for an inter-Korean summit 
meeting.

The momentous days in the nation’s history witnessed a number of anecdotes.

Photograph Taken Twice 

On June 13, Kim Jong Il received the south Korean president and his entourage at the airport and, 
together with the guests, headed for the Paekhwawon Guest House.

As a token of their meeting in Pyongyang, they had a photograph taken with Kim Jong Il standing 
between Kim Dae Jung and his wife, a position offered by the couple in deference to the host.

Then Kim Jong Il proposed to pose for another and now with Kim Dae Jung in the middle.

Frankly speaking, the latter’s entourage was afraid that the first photograph might be a blot on their 
president’s reputation and, back in south Korea, would prompt bashing from captious conservatives.

Feeling gratitude to the host for his considerate proposal, they were reminded of his greetings to Kim 
Dae Jung at the airport–I appreciate you for taking a hard, apprehensive journey with your ministers.

They came to realize how thoughtful Kim Jong Il was for their mingled feelings.
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As One Does to One’s Close Friend

On July 21, 2003, General Kim Jong Il inspected a communications unit of the 
Korean People’s Army.

At the wireless lecture room he asked a soldier sitting in the front row:

“How old are you?” “I am 20,” answered the soldier.

“How tall are you?”

“I am 20.”

“Well, I am asking how tall you are.”

“I am 1.8m tall.”

“1.8m? You look less than 1.7m tall.”

The officers standing by were perplexed.

An official said that the soldier looked a bit embarrassed.

Kim Jong Il smiled and patted him on the back, saying, “You don’t need to be so embarrassed. Talk to 
me as you do to your close friend. There is nothing special in your Supreme Commander.”

The soldier composed himself and smiled.

Kim Jong Il stated, “The Supreme Commander was brought forth from among the people and shares 
weal and woe with his soldiers. I am so intimate with them that they are willing to say anything in a 
whisper.”

Then he asked the soldier again:

“How tall are you?”

Now the latter gave him a right answer.

“Where is your house?”

“In Hukkyo-ri, Hwangju County, North Hwanghae Province.”

“Oh, Hwangju! How are your parents?”

“They are fine, thank you.”

“Do you often write letters to them?”

“Yes, I do.”

“Write about the life in your unit frequently.”

“I see, Supreme Commander.”

He smiled at the soldier’s lively and cheerful manner, and stepped out of the room.
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Tour Arranged as a Reward

On June 5 2002, visiting the Komdok Mine, General Kim Jong Il met the members of Mining 
Workteam No. 3 at the April 5 Pit of the Kumgol Branch Mine.

The workteam was organized with those who had been born about 40 years previously, when President 
Kim Il Sung had given field guidance at the mine. It was widely known for having produced six Labour
Heroes of the DPRK and overfulfilling its annual plan every year.

In his talks with the miners, Kim Jong Il said: You are already 41. Now you have grown up to be the 
masters of the mine. You, the buttress of the mine, are hardcore members of our Party. It is good that 
the children of the heroes are attending the revolutionary schools.

An official of the mine told Kim Jong Il that he was so worried about the miners’ health as they 
persisted in working overnight to increase the output of ores.

Kim Jong Il demanded that the miners be not allowed to sleep in the pit.

Vivid in his memory was the day 27 years previously when he, with a bush-clover cap on, descended to
the April 5 Pit and asked officials to take good care of the miners.

He emphasized that the miners should get out of the pit after work and engage in recreational activities 
with their families, adding that advanced science and technology should be introduced proactively to 
make the mining work easier and raise production efficiency.

Then he, together with the meritorious miners, saw a performance given by the itinerary art group of 
the mine.

After the performance he was led out of the hall, when he halted and said, “You should arrange for the 
members of Mining Workteam No. 3 at the April 5 Pit to visit Pyongyang on my invitation and enjoy 
the mass gymnastics and artistic performance Arirang. This tour is a reward for their labour feats.”

Some days later, the miners and their families set out on a tour in Pyongyang.

They spent happy days in the capital city, seeing the Kim Il Sung Prize-wining performance, enjoying 
hospitalities at famous service facilities and visiting many places.

Parental Care (2)

Temperature inside Freezing Chamber 

General Kim Jong Il was also led to a cold-storage tunnel built by the unit itself. An officer, who was 
guiding him, said that there was a freezing chamber in the tunnel.

Looking inside the chamber, he asked, “What is the temperature here?”

“Well …” faltered the guide.

Then he asked other officials in his company, “What do you guess is the temperature?”
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No one could answer this question.

An officer of the unit told him that they had not gauged the temperature.

“It is around -15 ,” said Kim Jong Il.℃

He stepped into the frost-bound chamber and stood a while as if to feel the temperature.

Then he said apprehensively, “No, it is not fit. How long will the meat last at this temperature? Let me 
see whether the meat is dry or not.”

He moved forward and pressed his finger against the frozen meat.

“You can freeze meat perfectly at -25 to -30 .”℃

He recounted that when stored at -15 , moist meat might go bad in a month or two, and specified ℃
ways for storing it in good condition.

Stepping out of the chamber, he emphasized, “Now the temperature inside your freezing chamber is 
around -15 .”℃

After seeing their Supreme Commander off, the officers of the unit came back to the chamber to 
measure the temperature there.

They were all surprised to see the thermometer indicating at -15 .℃

Parental Care (1)

The following happened on September 18, 2001, when Kim Jong Il was inspecting a unit of the Korean
People’s Army.

“Cover the Box Quickly” 

That day, looking round several places of the unit, Chairman Kim Jong Il praised the officers and 
soldiers for equipping it with everything needed for supply services by relying on their own efforts.

At the kitchen an officer in charge of supply services showed him an ice-cream box lying beside the 
pass-through.

Opening the lid, he said: “Supreme Commander, this is our self-made ice cream.”

With a surprised look, Kim Jong Il asked if they were making ice cream by themselves.

The officer said that each soldier was served with 300g of ice cream every day.

Kim Jong Il asked him with a smile, “Do you make ice cream with soya bean juice?”

The latter replied that it was made with milk from goats they were raising.

Noting that it would not be easy for the unit to produce ice cream for itself, Kim Jong Il praised, “You 
are admirable indeed.”
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A little overwhelmed by his praise, the officer stood a while, forgetting to close the lid of the box.

Kim Jong Il urged him to put it down lest the ice cream should melt away.

“Cover the box quickly,” demanded the former.

The officer obeyed in haste and followed him.

Walking a few steps ahead, Kim Jong Il turned back and returned to the box.

As others stood transfixed by this strange behaviour, he fixed the lid into its proper position.

A Lathe Operator’s Whisper

On the evening of December 21, 2001 General Kim Jong Il reminded some officials of an anecdote that
happened during their visit to a factory.

…

Kim Jong Il was making his way around the factory, seeing the hard-working people on the shop floor, 
when an operator of about 20 stopped his lathe and approached him. He made a deep bow to him.

This abrupt behaviour stupefied the officials in his company.

Teary-eyed, the worker came closer and whispered something to Kim Jong Il.

The latter was leaning forward to get what the young man was saying amid the grind of the machines.

Seeing an official coming up, Kim Jong Il motioned him to stay still.

He heard the young man out, before telling the officials that the worker thanked him.

But they looked bewildered by his simple account.

As they walked out of the shop floor, Kim Jong Il asked the officials if they heard what the young man 
was whispering to him.

He praised the worker highly, saying that he thanked him for the supply of delicious chicken and eggs.

Noting that the feedback from the citizens who were supplied with the chicken and eggs from chicken 
farms was great indeed, he said that whenever he visited machine factories, the workers thanked him, 
above all else, for the supply and it was good to see their happy faces.

Kim Jong Il went on:

“Seeing the happy smiles on their faces, I thought that it was right and worthwhile to have built chicken
farms for the benefit of workers, and felt the pride and glory of working for them. I have nothing more 
to wish if I can bring joy to the people. Their happiness and pleasure are just mine. I have visited many 
units so far, but now I am most pleased. Nowadays, I am not tired even after burning the midnight oil. 
Rather, I feel invigorated.”
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“This Toffee May Break Children’s Teeth”

The following happened on February 23, 2002, when Chairman Kim Jong Il was at a toffee shop newly
built in the Taehongdan Potato-processing Factory.

After watching the packaging line at the toffee slab workteam, he pointed out that there was too much 
of manual work involved.

Noting that unmanned processing is a global trend in foodstuff processing, he underlined the need to 
eliminate manual work in this sector.

He picked up a toffee slab and felt its weight.

It was 1kg package and its quality was not good.

He asked an official, “Do you make uniform 1kg packages?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Why?”

“Because they are supplied to households.”

Showing the package to the official, he asked if he had thought of children who would take this toffee.

The official stood perplexed.

Kim Jong Il said that children like toffee more than adults, adding that the slab was too big for them.

“This toffee may break children’s teeth,” he retorted.

Stressing that officials should work with meticulous attention to detail, he advised that they should 
package the toffee slabs in varying sizes, e.g. 250g or 500g.

Manager Looking Taller

The manager of a branch of the Youth Goat Farm in Hamhung was overshadowed by his taller wife, 
who often complained about her husband’s low height.

On May 24, 2001, General Kim Jong Il called on the family during his visit to the goat farm.

He asked the manager about his age and schooling.

After hearing his reply, he said, “You graduated in stockbreeding and veterinary science from Hamhung
University of Agriculture and volunteered to work here with your wife to render a contribution to 
implementing the Party’s policy on stockbreeding. I appreciate your decision.”

The guest asked with a worried look why he was small for his age of 36 and if he was ill.

The manager answered that he was healthy.

A senior official of the province made a step forward and said:
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“His mother bore children within a year of another, and I think he was breast-fed insufficiently.”

Smiling at this joke, Kim Jong Il said he was relieved to hear that he was in good health and goat milk 
would help him gain weight.

Stepping out of the house, he proposed posing for a photograph with the family members as they were 
sparing no effort in raising goats.

They hurried to him, the manager standing on the right, his wife on the left and their son in front.

The cameraman was pressing the shutter, when Kim Jong Il called out, “Wait a moment.”

He looked from the man to his wife.

All watched him, looking puzzled. He asked the couple to switch their positions, the husband standing 
in a higher position and his wife in a lower one.

The photograph was better composed, the manager looking tall and dignified.

Later, when this photograph was carried in a newspaper, his old classmates recognized him.

“The ‘shorty’ of our class has grown very tall.”

“This fellow must be indulging in butter and cheese after volunteering to work in the goat farm.”

Now the manager’s wife felt very proud of her husband, widely known as a tall man thanks to Kim 
Jong Il’s care.

From then on she got along with her husband without uttering any complaint about his stature.

“Don’t You Feel Scared at Night?”

On May 23, 2001, General Kim Jong Il visited a secret camp in Mt Paegyok in the Sinhung Area 
Revolutionary Battle Site, South Hamgyong Province.

Guided by a docent, he climbed a windy hill 1 500m above sea level. As they were approaching the 
secret camp, he asked the girl which school she had graduated from.

After hearing her answer, he gazed round the mountains and asked again, “Aren’t you afraid of living 
in this remote mountain?”

“No, sir.”

“Oh, you are not.”

He looked smilingly at her and changed his tone, saying, “Be frank with me. Don’t you feel scared at 
night?”

“No, I don’t,” mumbled the girl with her head sinking down.
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Kim Jong Il saw through her innermost feelings and observed that in this out-of-the-way mountain the 
girl and her colleagues must have been afraid of going outdoors at night.

He asserted that precautionary measures should be taken against the beasts which haunted the place.

He asked if electricity came into the mountain and the docents were watching TV.

Learning that there was no power supply there, he was sorry that at night the girls could not live under 
electric lights, nor could they watch TV.

A senior official of the county told him that to solve the problem of electricity, they were building a 
small hydropower station near the secret camp.

Kim Jong Il asked about the rate of precipitation in this area.

Noting that because of the low rainfall, the hydropower station would not produce enough electricity, 
he advised that it would be better to instal a wind turbine.

He stressed that the officials should pay close attention to the living conditions of the docents and 
keepers in this remote mountain, adding that they should strive to solve the problem of electricity soon 
and improve supply services for them.

The Happiest News

On April 19, 2001, in the period of the Arduous March, General Kim Jong Il visited a newly built fish 
farm.

He asked the officials there, “What was the output of rainbow trout for last year?”

The answer was not satisfactory.

Feed for the fish was of a high calorific value, so mass-producing them was too costly. To keep the fish 
farm going, they had to earn foreign exchange by selling the small amount to hotels.

An official told Kim Jong Il frankly about this situation.

“So you sell the fish to hotels,” muttered the latter with a regretful look.

“From next year we will increase the output and supply the fish to the people,” pledged an official, still 
feeling remorseful.

The General emphasized that they should do so without fail and never sell the fish to the hotels. Then 
he said that if they were determined to increase the output to 100t, he would ensure enough supply of 
feed. He reaffirmed that they should not sell their products but supply all of them to the people.

At that moment another official said hastily that they had provided the people with some of the fish on 
the occasion of the Day of the Sun (April 15, President Kim Il Sung’s birthday), adding that there were 
many who expressed thanks for Kim Jong Il’s care.
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The General beamed, “You supplied rainbow trout to the people!”

Repeating what he had just said, he praised the officials highly and said that it was the happiest news he
had ever heard.

A Wish Unaccepted

On December 5, 1999, General Kim Jong Il visited a fish farm which had been built by a unit of the 
Korean People’s Army.

Seeing a quagmire turned fish farm, he asked an officer of the unit, “What is the area of the fish farm?”

Hearing the reply, he praised its large area.

He moved to the middle of the farm girded by spawner, fry and catfish ponds, where he inquired in 
detail about the layout of the ponds, the topography of the region, the farm’s production capacity and 
construction. He observed it was a miracle that when everything was in short supply, the unit built a 
modern fish farm and completed a breeding system there in a matter of 40 days. He added that such 
miracle could be wrought only by the soldiers of the KPA who are ready to move mountains and fill up 
seas, going through fire and water, if they were ordered to do so by the Party.

The officer felt unworthy of this commendation, thinking to himself that drawing up a net teeming with
big fishes would make a spectacular sight. In the hope of showing it to the General, he said that a net 
was nearby and it would take no more than five minutes to net the fishes.

He was going in a hurry to bring the net, when Kim Jong Il stopped him.

“No,” demanded the latter.

The officer halted, looking at him in wonder.

The General said, “You should not call out the soldiers to haul in the net on this cold day.”   

Visit to a Discharged Soldier’s Family

On August 10, 1999, during his field guidance at the Taehongdan County Combined Farm, General 
Kim Jong Il called in on a young couple’s house to learn about the living conditions of the discharged 
soldiers there.

The two-storey house was designed so excellently to blend well with its surroundings.

“How are you? I am here to see your house,” Kim Jong Il said to the young couple.

He asked about the husband’s unit during his military service, their birthplaces and work at the branch 
farm.

The husband had been a sailor and his wife was born in a coastal city.
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He looked round the rooms on the lower floor and stepped into the kitchen, opening the cupboard with 
paternal care.

Then he walked up to the bedroom on the upper floor. Hanging on the wall were a sailor’s cap and 
uniform with orders and medals on it.

“You were awarded many decorations,” said the guest, stroking the decorations on the uniform.

On the wall was also a framed photograph which the husband had taken with President Kim Il Sung 
when he, as a soldier, took part in a national conference.

Kim Jong Il asked the husband where he was in the photograph.

The latter pointed at his position.

Nodding with a smile, the General praised that he had achieved a lot in the long years as a sailor and 
had been faithful during his military service.

He sat on the bed and asked if their baby was expected.

The husband grinned and his wife blushed.

He told the guest that thanks to his care they were provided with the bedding, wedding dress and five 
holiday suits.

The latter said with a broad smile: It is good. You live in this excellent house, and I will send you 
household utensils, including a good TV, which will match your house. You and other discharged 
soldiers are genuine revolutionaries and ardent patriots who performed exploits in the military posts for
national defence and are working with devotion to implement the Party’s agricultural policy. I want to 
meet all the discharged soldiers in Taehongdan County but I cannot afford time to do so. I want you to 
give my regards to them. All of you should lead the masses in and out of work by displaying the 
revolutionary soldier spirit, as you did in the days of military service.

The young couple thanked him time and again, saying with gratitude that they had been provided with 
a wedding spread, new house, new clothes and new household utensils, that their parents could not 
come as they lived far away and that he was the first to visit their family with parental affection.

The General said with a benevolent smile, “It is natural that I should be the first to see you in your 
parents’ stead.”

“Hurry Up, Please”

On May 31, 1999, General Kim Jong Il arrived at the field training ground of a company after crossing 
high, rugged mountains.

It was just before lunchtime.

He learned about the soldiers’ training and moved to a makeshift kitchen in a corner of the field.
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Seeing the side dishes piled up on the table, he asked what was the menu for lunch. Then he edged 
closer to the “kitchen wagon,” on which the ovens were steaming hot.

“Let me see what is ready for my soldiers’ meal.”

He mounted the wagon and opened the ovens one by one.

Stepping down, he said to the officers: In the period of field training the soldiers should be served with 
hot, good dishes. They might be unusually hungry, so it is necessary to feed them better and on time. 
You should serve meals at appointed hours lest they should go hungry. To do so, you should lay out the 
field kitchen well and ensure enough supply of rice and other foodstuffs so that meals could be 
prepared in good time.

Then the General asked the time, and said to his entourage:

“It is high time for my soldiers to have lunch. Hurry up, please.”

“Supreme Commander!” called an officer of the unit in a choking voice.

Others were also crying.

Kim Jong Il emphasized that the soldiers should have lunch on time and, urging his entourage to take 
leave quickly, he got into the car.

Trust

In the dead of winter of January 1998, after finishing his field guidance trip in Jagang Province, 
General Kim Jong Il was in Ryanggang Province.

He remained sullen all along, feeling as if a lump was lingering in his heart.

He was pondering over his failure to visit an industrial complex during his former two-day trip. 
According to an official accompanying him, the factory failed to fulfil its production plan and its 
manager and Party secretary were to be punished for it.

But the General could not suppress sympathy for them welling up in his heart.

At last he ordered that his train should go back to Jagang Province, not to Pyongyang. Before changing 
the schedule, he told his entourage that mothers care more for her ailing children and he was returning 
to Kanggye to meet the officials of the factory and learn about the punishment for them.

His train arrived at a station in Kanggye. Before starting for the factory, he urged his entourage to hurry
up, saying that he had not slept the night before as he was worried about the officials and workers who 
might be crestfallen, and that they should go quickly to console them.

The whole factory received him with enthusiastic cheers. The officials and workers, still feeling 
remorseful for their poor performance, could hardly express their greetings to him.

With consoling eyes on his beaming face, Kim Jong Il acknowledged the cheering crowd.
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Looking round the compound and the shop floor, he said with joy: I am happy to learn that there is no 
imported machine in the assembly line and everything is what they produced in the spirit of self-
reliance. In this factory I cannot find any signs of mysticism about technology, and those having an 
obsession with imported goods would be brought to their senses if they were here.

Certainly, the compound looks neat. Landscape greening is so good that it does not look like a factory. 
It is better than a health resort in Mt Kumgang or Mt Chilbo. If there is an empty house, I wish I spent a
night here. …

As he praised them so highly instead of scolding them, the officials of the factory could no longer 
contain themselves. One of them said penitently that they were too incompetent to put production on 
track.

The General said magnanimously that he did not think they were wholly responsible for the failure to 
carry the plan to completion, that part of the reason was insufficient supply of materials, and that they 
should work harder in the future. Then he gave the official an encouraging pat on the shoulder.

The latter burst out crying.

Kim Jong Il said soothingly that he should not cry as the working class has a stout heart. He assured 
that they could boost production as he would take responsibility for the supply of materials and solve 
all other problems.

That day he looked round a showroom at the factory.

He stopped in front of the toy corner and gazed at a rabbit-labelled pistol, designed to fire a paper bullet
when the trigger was pulled.

He asked an official if the toy pistols were modelled after the one he had sent before.

The official answered in the affirmative.

Kim Jong Il picked up one of the toys and studied it. Suddenly, he pointed it at an official nearby and 
pulled the trigger, shouting “Bang.”

A paper bullet popped out.

The official exclaimed in surprise, followed by a gay laughter.

Then Kim Jong Il grabbed another pistol and did the same to another official.

A cry of surprise and loud laughter dispelled an air of melancholy that was lingering in the minds of the
officials.

Hours passed.

The entourage was consulting their watches over and over, and at last reminded Kim Jong Il that it was 
time for his departure.



At that moment an official of the factory, long hesitant to say something, stepped forward towards Kim 
Jong Il and spoke out: “True to your instructions we will overfulfil the production plan without fail. 
Well, but…” his voice trailed off.

The official dared not utter his wish. He wanted to have a photograph taken with him.

The General was reading his mind.

He gave a hearty laugh and said:

“I have never had a photograph taken with those who failed to carry out their plan.

“But I believe that you will fulfil the plan for this year. Let’s pose for a photograph.”

The General and Compatriots from Japan (2)

“Cheers!” 

That night General Kim Jong Il shared a dinner with the home-visiting compatriots from Japan.

He expressed thanks for their toasts and encouraged them to work hard in good health.

At that time some women at the far back called the General.

The officials turned towards where the call was coming, to find that they were members of the song 
and dance groups from prefectures. Seated quite a long distance away from the General, they all looked
anxious to toast him.

They called him again, making the officials feel nonplussed.

How could so many people numbering a few hundreds come and toast him one by one.

Now all the women present called him in chorus.

Kim Jong Il wondered why.

An official explained that the women including the members of the song and dance groups from 
prefectures wanted to toast his health.

With a broad smile he said, “All of you, come here.”

Suddenly more than a hundred women all charged towards him.

The officials tried to keep order but in vein.

Kim Jong Il dissuaded the officials, saying that he was all right and they should not block their way.

Surrounding him, the women were half smiling and half crying, holding up their glasses.

Some shouted that they were from Osaka, some from Hokkaido and Chiba, and others from Niigata and
Nagoya.
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Acknowledging them all, he repeated his thanks and said that he felt as if the 700 000 Koreans in Japan
all gathered there.

He clinked his glass against theirs and raised it, saying “Cheers!”

The General and Compatriots from Japan (1)

On April 28, 1992, General Kim Jong Il met the officials and artistes of Chongryon and other 
compatriots resident in Japan on a visit to their homeland on the occasion of President Kim Il Sung’s 
80th birthday.

“Greedy” Chairman 

After enjoying a performance given by the art troupe of Chongryon, Kim Jong Il spoke highly of the 
artistes. He praised that the performance was very excellent and Chongryon had many talented artistes.

Then pointing at a singer, he said:

You are a good singer. You just sang the song Roast Chestnut Ballad, didn’t you?

The man answered, “Yes, sir.”

“What was another song?”

An official replied that it was Nilliri Ballad.

You are right. It was Nilliri Ballad. You sang the song very well. There is no singer in the homeland 
who can sing folk songs as well as you can.

Turning his eyes to Chairman Han Tok Su, he said that enjoying the performance, he came to know that
there were numerous gifted people in Chongryon, all of whom had been kept under the chairman’s 
wings, being not allowed to return to the homeland.

He joked with a gentle smile that Chairman Han was so “greedy” and, among the many people whom 
he had permitted to go back to the homeland, there was no such talented person as the singer.

Chairman Han and the members of the art troupe burst out laughing.

Great Man and CNC Technology (2)

“Cousin” of CNC Machine 

On the same day General Kim Jong Il visited another factory.

After being greeted by its officials, he proceeded to see the shop floor.
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They showed him a self-made machine. It was an improved version of the old model which the General
had instructed them to upgrade during his last visit in May nine years back. An official told him that 
workers and technicians pooled their energy and wisdom to manufacture the machine.

The General tried to touch a fresh-processed part, when the official warned that it might be hot. 
Undisturbed, he stroked it and asked in detail about the good points of the machine.

The new model can process parts faster and replace six old machines, explained the official.

He continued that three new machines were in operation, rendering 18 old ones obsolete, and the 
management had decided to donate the old machines to the state. He added, “We could succeed in 
making the new model because you helped us widen our horizon and gave advice on the core 
technology. Our factory will receive orders from other units.”

Kim Jong Il said to the official, “This is a semi-, and ‘cousin’ of, CNC machine.”

There was a peel of merry laughter.

Great Man and CNC Technology (1)

Going through the initial stage of manual processing, machine-building industry boomed with the 
introduction of NC machines based on semiconductor chips. The advent of CNC technology in the 
latter half of the 1970s has led to radical changes in this sector.

It was early in the 1980s that the Korean scientists and technicians manufactured CNC machine tools, 
which had been the monopoly of a few developed economies. This marked a milestone in the 
development of CNC technology in the country.

Officials, however, were not quite familiar with this technology.

It would take long to “enlighten” them as CNC machines were rarely seen or used.

At this juncture General Kim Jong Il mapped out a plan for overall application of CNC technology and 
led the scientists and technicians to push back the frontiers of science and technology.

Among the numerous anecdotes related with the ensuing CNC drive, the following is what happened 
on October 31, 2009.

Manager’s Confession 

That day Kim Jong Il was giving on-site guidance at a factory where CNC technology was applied all 
round.

The factory brought back tearful memories of the Arduous March in the mid-1990s when he had 
decided, despite acute shortage of funds, to have the whole of the government coffers appropriated for 
development of CNC technology.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7584


Today CNC machines were in operation on a large area of the factory and an integrated manufacturing 
system was in place.

The General looked round the shop floor with deep emotion, noting that there were many changes in a 
couple of years.

After inquiring about such details as precision, defects, efficiency of labour and operation of modern 
machines, he said, “Look. What a remarkable contrast the new shop floor is to the old one.”

At that time the factory manager said to the General, “Today I want to confess something to you. When
you visited our factory during the Arduous March, you told me to introduce CNC technology.

The term was new to me. But it was your instruction, so I pledged that I would do so. As a matter of 
fact, I was pitiably ignorant of the technology, so I rushed to get help from the officials of the Ryonha 
Machine Management Bureau who are specialists in this field.”

“I remember. You are an honest man. I saw you looked in wonder at me when I told you to introduce 
CNC technology,” the General agreed with a laugh.

The manager resumed, “I asked the officials of the bureau about CNC technology you had mentioned. 
They gave me a specific explanation. This is how I learned about the technology.”

Then he tidied himself and bowed in gratitude to the General.

Other officials, as well as the manager, were close to tears.

Silence reigned for a while.

The General said as if to enliven the mood, “After all, you have become an excellent manager. Now a 
song is in vogue. It is about CNC. Would you like to sing it?”

“I like the song very much.”

“You shall sing it next time we meet again.”

All erupted into laughter.

A senior official of the provincial Party committee recalled, almost in tears, “Things were so miserable 
at that time. It was a freezing day in December 1998 when you visited this factory braving a howling 
snowstorm. Ten years and eleven months have passed since the day, and now the factory is so fabulous.
I cannot forget the day.”

Now officials were vying to express their feelings: one called the factory the leader in the nationwide 
drive to modernize production lines by introducing CNC technology; another added that the factory had
started from scratch.

The remarks were proud memories of the past that had yet to be recorded in history and statements by 
the masters of CNC technology.



Photograph Taken after a Lapse of 48 Years

On September 29, 2009, General Kim Jong Il visited the Pyongyang Textile Machine Factory, where 48
years previously he had interned as a student at Kim Il Sung University.

The officials of the factory guided him to a stand on which the parts of textile machines were exhibited.

They were high-precision parts, some beyond the processing capacity of an ordinary factory and others 
which in former days had to be imported from advanced countries. Seeing the exhibits in fine array, the
visitor could not believe his eyes and asked in wonder if they were really domestic products.

He exclaimed, “Excellent. It is a great feat indeed.”

It was some years ago that the management had decided to set up a new line for producing modern 
looms as the whole country turned out to build a thriving nation. By modern looms they meant flexible 
rapier looms, which were acknowledged as the acme of textile machinery.

At first they vacillated because it would cost a colossal sum to import the necessary machines from 
other countries. Worse still, they were not willing to sell them.

They had no option but to manufacture them by their own efforts. They were confronted with a number
of challenges; they had neither designs nor sophisticated processing equipment. In the 1950s, following
the end of the Korean war, Korean workers had made tractors and trucks by rubbing the parts manually.
Now it was impossible to ensure precision in this way.

Despite repeated failures in the subsequent years, the factory persisted with the effort. Receiving 
reports on their patriotic endeavour and indefatigable spirit, Kim Jong Il took measures to assist the 
factory. He arranged for various types of highly efficient CNC machines to be supplied in sets.

Looking back on those days, the factory officials felt grateful to the General and, throwing a glance 
around them, he said, “This factory has made flexible rapier looms on its own and achieved other great 
feats. Now flexible rapier looms can be manufactured in our country by domestic exertions; this marks 
a revolutionary change in the development of its textile industry.”

Kim Jong Il proceeded towards the tool shop.

Recalling the memories 48 years back, he looked round the information room, the changing room and 
other places that were familiar to him.

He was seeing lathe No. 26, the machine he had handled as a student, when an official said that visitors 
to the factory had been sorry not to see the photograph of him in his days of internship at the tool shop.

The General said, “Then let me pose for a photograph in front of the tool shop.”

Water Toast

One year, to mark April 25, the founding anniversary of the Korean People’s Army, Supreme 
Commander Kim Jong Il arranged a dinner in honour of its commanding officers.
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Among the generals and officers present was Kim Kwang Jin, vice-minister of the People’s Armed 
Forces, who had just been released from hospital.

Kim Jong Il often cast a worried glance at him while talking with other guests.

After a while he called the latter and asked if he was fine now.

“I am all right,” answered the general.

Kim Jong Il said: You were discharged from hospital yesterday. So I thought you must not be feeling 
good and it would be better not to invite you today. But this is a holiday for the army, so I invited you. I
have heard that you are suffering from pancreatitis and you should take good care of yourself. Most 
importantly, you should follow an appropriate regimen of diet. You should take little of rice, meat and 
oil, but instead much of vegetables.

Then he began to fill a cup of wine for every guest as a token of his congratulations.

At last it was the turn of the ailing general.

Kim Jong Il studied his face and said that he should not take wine.

He continued, “But this is a holiday for the army, so you should drink a toast. And I will fill your cup 
with water.”

A smile appeared on everyone’s face.

Filling his cup, Kim Jong Il said, “This is water, not wine, but it is a toast. I wish you good health and 
success in your work.”

Asking One Question after Another

On December 3, 2006, Chairman Kim Jong Il visited Migok in Sariwon to see the new houses in the 
village.

First of all, he looked round the monument to President Kim Il Sung’s field guidance and the museum 
of his revolutionary activities.

Then he was guided to a two-storey house.

It had two rooms on each floor and they had double walls to keep off the cold in winter.

He had talks with the host and his wife for a while, and asked if there were two living rooms in the 
house.

A senior official of the province said that there were two more rooms on the upper floor.

Looking up at the room on the upper floor, Kim Jong Il asked the husband what were the merits and 
demerits of the new house.

The latter had been satisfied with their new dwelling, so he could not think of anything bad about it.
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He hesitated a while and spoke out: “The new house is very good. It has four rooms in all, and they 
have double walls. So we are not cold in winter.”

His awkward behaviour raised a big laugh.

Seeing a TV set in the room, he asked about the supply of electricity and, moving into the kitchen, was 
pleased to see its neat appearance and quality utensils. He joked that they were richer than the landlords
in the old days.

He walked out and gazed round the dwelling houses nearby.

After a while, he asked the husband if the roof did not leak in the rainy season of this year.

The latter answered no, but he said, nodding his head:

But you can see if the roof leaks or not only after the next rainy season.

Seeing the dwelling houses with gabled roofs built in Korean-style architecture, which were 
reminiscent of flying cranes, he spoke highly of their various styles and excellent designs and building 
work.

He called in on another house and took to the road.

He walked ahead of others, enjoying the landscape. Suddenly, he stopped and asked the chairwoman of
the farm management board what was the farmers’ preferred style.

The latter said in bewilderment that they liked all the styles.

Kim Jong Il asserted:

No, I am sure that they prefer some to others.

The chairwoman gave him a detailed description of the houses in different architectural styles. She 
said, “That house over there was modelled after the one in Unjong-ri, which is to the liking of the rural-
minded. And the urban-minded prefer that two-storey house.”

Her concise comparison elicited another burst of laughter.

Kim Jong Il laughed, too.

Emergency Measure

An accident occurred at a quarry where workers were extracting stone needed for the construction 
projects in Pyongyang.

A worker, aged 26, was fatally wounded, diagnosed with severe brain contuse, basal skull fracture and 
bronchial pneumonia.

On May 1, 1988, learning the news, Kim Jong Il immediately had a helicopter sent to the spot.
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Unfortunately, the weather changed unexpectedly, which forced the helicopter carrying the patient to 
land halfway to Pyongyang.

This time Kim Jong Il ordered to dispatch an airliner that could travel even in such an unfavourable 
weather.

That day pilots and other crew were on holiday, so an emergency measure had to be taken, something 
akin to what was possible only in the event of a war being declared. All the crew members were called 
out, and the airliner took off.

Fifteen days after being sent to a hospital in Pyongyang, the patient miraculously recovered his 
consciousness.

An official of the hospital showed the young worker a paper giving a summary of the services rendered
to him without compensation.

It read:

Emergency measure taken on Kim Jong Il’s instructions:

– Vehicles used for transport of the patient

A helicopter, airliner and ambulances

– Units engaged in his transport and treatment

Tanchon People’s Hospital, the then Pyongyang University of Medicine Hospital, an Air Force unit of 
the Korean People’s Army and the then Pyongyang Civil Aviation.

– Medical team

More than ten winners of academic titles including Academician, Professor and Doctor More than ten 
doctors and nurses

– Medicines

72 kinds of high-end medicines including musk and broad-spectrum antibiotics

– Blood infusion

5.7 litres (A human body contains five litres of blood)

– Total estimated value

USD 150 000

Price of Honey

It was October 21, 1982, a couple of years after the inauguration of the Pyongyang Maternity Hospital.
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While talking with the officials concerned, Chairman Kim Jong Il asked one of them if the hospital was
serving the patients with honey after their delivery.

The latter gave a specific report on the supply of the tonic following the opening of the hospital.

Kim Jong Il looked so happy about it, and then asked how they were supplying honey.

The official was hesitant, not understanding what he really meant.

Kim Jong Il asked again if they were receiving money for the honey or not.

The official replied that they were charging the price set by the state and it was negligible.

Kim Jong Il reasoned that it was wrong to make the mothers pay for the honey at the hospital.

He went on:

Since olden times Korean women have taken honey after delivery. It is a good tonic for recovering their
health quickly. So the Party saw that honey was sent to the maternity hospital after its opening. It is 
unacceptable to ask the mothers to pay for the honey which was sent to them by the Party. From now 
on you should serve it to them free of charge.

President Kim Il Sung was very pleased that the Party was supplying honey to the patients at the 
Pyongyang Maternity Hospital.

Kim Jong Il asserted: Our Party spares nothing for the future of the revolution.

Concrete Stanchions Removed

On March 15, 1985, Chairman Kim Jong Il visited the second-stage Changgwang Street under 
construction.

He was walking round the site to learn about the housing project, when he caught sight of concrete 
stanchions that did not blend well with the landscape of the residential area.

He asked an official what they were for.

The official replied that they were for a garage, and was asked again why it should be built in the 
residential area.

Another official explained that the garage would be fenced with high walls, adding that it would cause 
no great inconvenience in the residents’ living.

Gazing at the new high-rise apartment block next to the stanchions, Kim Jong Il asked how many flats 
there were in it.

The official answered that it was designed for 800 flats.

Calculating that there would be more than 2 000 children, Kim Jong Il said that if a garage was built 
behind the apartment building the children would have nowhere to play.
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He continued, “It would be better to lay out a nice playground on a wide area at the site of the garage 
behind the folding screen-style apartment building.”

He then asked the officials’ opinion about the relocation of the garage.

One of them suggested leaving the garage as it was and building a playground between the apartment 
block and the garage.

Kim Jong Il said smilingly that he must have felt so sad about the already-installed stanchions, and then
continued: “Behind the folding screen-style apartment building there should be a yard and a fine park 
for the children, so that they could all enjoy themselves there without having to go out to the street.”

He reiterated that they should remove the concrete stanchions unhesitatingly and lay out a wide yard 
for the children’s convenience.

Country Rich in Patriots and Heroes

On September 16, 2009, Chairman Kim Jong Il told officials that he had met many excellent officials 
and hardworking people during his trips for field guidance. Our country is rich in patriots and heroes 
and, as I often say, ours is indeed a good people, said the Chairman.

He cast a meaningful glance at the officials for a good while, and then said: Even retired people have 
taken part in the ongoing 150-day campaign. In Paechon County the locals have turned out to build 
Ryesonggang Power Station No. 6 by their own efforts.

Women also formed a shock brigade to assist in the project. In Hyangsan County, too, housewives 
formed a shock brigade to work for the project to turn Mt Myohyang into a resort. They are carrying 
bags of cement and gravels and sand on their backs to pave the path extending from the mouth of 
Habiro to Isonnam Falls. This is proof positive that socialism in our country is kept in its original form. 
The morale of our people is admirable indeed.

They follow the Party with absolute loyalty.

He paused and resumed: Officials should always respect the masses and work by relying on them. The 
Party cannot exist apart from the masses. In the arduous period of the anti-Japanese revolutionary 
struggle Commander Kim Il Sung would say to his men that as fish could not live without water, so 
guerrillas could not live without the people. He had educated them to respect the interests of the people 
and fight by relying on them. It is easy to abandon a person but it is hard to train him into a good 
worker. So our Party demands that officials adhere to its line on the masses with a proper attitude 
towards them. … Reiterating the importance of the line on the masses, the Chairman emphasized that 
this was the only way to work effectively with them, a lesson he had drawn from his long years of 
leading the revolution and construction.

Kim Jong Il continued: In my mind’s eye, I always see myself being supported at the left by my 
soldiers, at the right by my people and in the centre by my officials. As the Party’s eternal companions, 
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faithful assistants and excellent associates, officials should strive to accomplish the revolutionary cause
of Juche that was pioneered on Mt. Paektu.

Photograph to Be Taken with Soldiers

On May 1, 1997, Chairman Kim Jong Il visited Mt. Kuwol, one of the celebrated mountains in Korea. 
In autumn the previous year he had been there to inspect the project for developing the mountain into a 
fine resort.

The project was still underway and the roads were rough beyond expression.

Climbing up the mountain, he inquired about the details concerned–how much progress was made in 
building the tourist roads, how many people visited the mountain these days, what means of transport 
they used, how they were spending their days, etc.

Then he asked about the sources of water, which had been one of his concerns during his first visit to 
the mountain. He had assigned the soldiers with discovering the sources of water, noting that Mt. 
Kuwol would be on a par with Mt. Kumgang except the scarcity of water and that however beautiful 
the scenery might be, it would be both unpleasant to tour the mountain and difficult to run the lodgings 
for holidaymakers, if water was not easily available.

The officer in charge of the project reported, pointing on a map, about the sources of water they had 
found in seven valleys.

Kim Jong Il said with delight: Now you see that in our country there is no place without water. So 
during my visit last year I gave you the task of finding water in the mountain as I believed that there is 
water in it. You must have taken much trouble to carry out the task.

On his way back from Sahwang Peak, he asked pointing at a building under construction, “What is 
that?” “It is a pavilion that overlooks the Three Brothers Falls and the surrounding area,” answered the 
officer.

Overjoyed, Kim Jong Il asked where the waterfall was and if he could lead him there.

The officer said that he could not go there because there was no road.

Kim Jong Il was very sorry to hear it.

Noting that the road leading to the waterfall should be built well for visitors’ convenience, he said, “It 
is important to lay the tourist roads quickly.”

He continued that they should make a careful survey of scenic areas and valleys with streams to 
discover more beauty spots and places for mountaineering. He also pointed out the necessity of 
building pavilions where the visitors could enjoy the beautiful scenery and of discovering more sources
of drinking water.
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At the valley near the Ryongyon Falls, he said that the quality of water should be examined and 
measures taken, if necessary, to purify it for the visiting tourists.

The sun was going down.

The officials asked him to pose for a photograph with them against the background of the beautiful 
waterfall.

He noted that it was not good to do so at the construction site where the soldiers were struggling to 
complete the project.

I will come again after Mt. Kuwol turns into a splendid cultural resort for the people and pose for a 
photograph with the soldiers, he said.

Feat of the Soldiers (2)

One March day in 1996, Chairman Kim Jong Il was inspecting a frontline post on Mt Taedok. The post 
is located where the opposing forces are so close to each other that deadly firing may break out at the 
slightest provocation. Having climbed up to the observation post on a hill that was within a stone’s 
throw from an enemy post, Kim Jong Il gave instructions to the unit and posed for a photograph with 
the soldiers.

The officers’ faces betrayed their anxiety.

That evening, they pleaded with him, “Supreme Commander, don’t come to the frontline units any 
more, please. This is the request of not just the commanding officers.”

Kim Jong Il gazed round at the officers with a thoughtful look on his face, and then said that he fully 
understood how they felt and was grateful to them for their concern. Then, looking southward with an 
expression that suggested he was missing the soldiers on the front line, he said:

“My sons and daughters are now defending their country on the front line. I have to see them to learn 
about their living conditions and encourage them. For this, I must go to the front line.”

The commanding officers could not respond. How could they dissuade him from going to see his sons 
and daughters!

Feat of the Soldiers (1)

On August 26, 2001, some days after his trip to a foreign country, Chairman Kim Jong Il went to see 
Ullim Falls which had been discovered by the soldiers of the Korean People’s Army.

Hoarse Voice 

He was greeted at the entrance to Ullim Pass by the officers in charge of the construction.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7574
http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7575


He praised them for having made tireless efforts to build a road there and discover a beauty spot after 
completing the construction of a pleasure ground in Mt. Kuwol. He stood arms akimbo surveying the 
broad road meandering towards Ullim Pass. He admired the view, saying that although in the rugged 
mountains, the road was quite wide and its slope and curve were not sharp.

An officer began, pointing on a map, to give him details about road construction and development of 
the scenic spot.

Listening to all that he had to say, Kim Jong Il asked, “Why is your voice hoarse?”

The question puzzled the officer, who mumbled that he was born with such a voice.

The officials accompanying the General agreed that there were some born with a husky voice.

Kim Jong Il said: “Officials should learn to distinguish a husky voice from a hoarse one.

“You are speaking in a raspy tone because you have a sore throat from overwork. You have to take 
good care of your throat.”

The officer thanked him, teary-eyed.

Company on Soljae Pass

On April 1, 2004, Chairman Kim Jong Il visited a women’s company of the Korean People’s Army.

He looked round the barracks nestling in a remote mountain and praised that the education room and 
the bedroom were neat and tidy.

After seeing the subsidiary food store, mess hall, bathhouse and sauna, he said with a satisfied smile 
that the company’s soldiers seemed better off than former landlords in a mountainous region.

Then he said to the soldiers, “This company on Soljae Pass can be said a unit of my old acquaintance.”

The women looked at him in silent wonder. They could not understand why he said so, because it was 
his first visit to the company. He had not visited the company before, and their unit was little known to 
the army.

Smiling at them, he said with deep emotion: “A few years ago, when I was returning to Pyongyang 
from an inspection trip around the front line, I saw women soldiers saluting me on this pass, each 
holding a bunch of wild flowers.

As I was going past them, I wondered who were those women standing on an out-of-the-way pass with 
flowers in their hands.

I was told that they belonged to the company on Soljae Pass and were waiting for Pyongyang-bound 
cars to send their flowers to the Statue of President Kim Il Sung on Mansu Hill.
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I learned that over the past ten years since the President had passed away, the soldiers of this company 
have picked or tended flowers with care in this remote mountain, tied them in bunches and sent them to
Pyongyang.”

Still in his memory were the ordinary soldiers whom he had passed by on his way back from the front 
line.

Looking at the teary-eyed women, he said that he had longed to meet the laudable soldiers who had 
prepared flowers in a remote mountain with a yearning for the President.

Before leaving the company, he said that he would keep the name of the company in mind, adding that 
it was impressive.

Then he observed in a meaningful tone that in addition to the Persimmon Tree Company came into 
being another famous unit, Company on Soljae Pass.

“Arsenal in the Forest”

On July 2, 1986, when Kwangbok Street was under construction, Chairman Kim Jong Il was going 
over a document in his office.

“It is a huge sum,” he cried with a serious look.

He brushed aside the paper, which contained a list of equipment and materials to be imported for the 
construction projects in the run-up to the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students. Every project 
demanded a few items but the combined total for the 260-odd projects was exorbitant.

Kim Jong Il began to pace back and forth as the official, who was summoned by him, was impatiently 
waiting for his decision.

After a while, with a smile on his face, he began to relate an anecdote about an arsenal in the forest he 
had heard from President Kim Il Sung.

It happened during the anti-Japanese struggle, when Kim Il Sung moved the base of his revolutionary 
activities to the area along the Tuman River. One day he learned that the Korean revolutionaries in 
Jiandao sent an appeal to the Soviet Union for assistance in building a grenade factory. But they 
received no answer, positive or negative. He told them that there was no one who could build a grenade
factory for them without compensation. He stressed that they should make grenades on their own and 
win victory in the Korean revolution by relying on their own efforts. Then he had a smithy set up in 
Macun valley. This was the birthplace of Yongil bomb, which the Japanese soldiers were so dreadful of.
It was later called Macun Arsenal or Xiaowangqing Arsenal.

Kim Jong Il finished the story, adding: Telling me this anecdote, the President taught that I must not 
forget about the Yongil bomb but work in the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance until we achieve final 
victory in the Korean revolution. The story comes into my mind whenever officials ask for something 
without thinking of solving everything on the principle of self-reliance.
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A couple of days later, he went out to see the national exhibition of technological innovations presented
by the three-revolution teams, together with the officials in the sectors related to construction in 
Pyongyang.

The exhibits were all made by domestic resources. They included many of the items in the above list 
for the construction projects.

Looking round the hall, the officials reflected on their wrong view and became convinced that there 
was no need to import all necessary equipment and materials. To their surprise, however, Kim Jong Il 
said that he would have the total amount of forex disbursed for the projects as they requested.

Then he asked them, “How would you spend the money?”

An official replied that it would be good to produce the items within reach of domestic capabilities and 
expend the fund for importing those which were beyond them right now.

Kim Jong Il asserted that he was theoretically opposed to importing the equipment, fittings and fixtures
for the ongoing projects, and he would readily agree to spending the money in building bases for 
producing them.

He said, “Even in case we have to import things for construction, it is advisable to buy the equipment 
and materials necessary for setting up bases that would produce building materials. It is no use 
importing building materials for domestic consumption without setting up bases of our own. In the 
course of the current large projects we should build at least one base for making building materials, or 
we would have ourselves blamed for being empty-handed after the completion of the projects.”

The officials vowed that they would spend the money in laying solid foundations for pushing forward 
any grand construction project without depending on other countries.

Kim Jong Il beamed, “You are right. We should have plenty of ‘arsenals in the forest’ to press ahead 
with construction projects.”

On the Soldiers’ Side

Chairman Kim Jong Il inspected a military academy on May 10, 1998.

After seeing the cadets under training, he watched a basketball match between officers and soldiers in 
the gymnasium at the academy.

He feasted his eyes on the players’ nimble passing and dribbling, highly praising their skills.

The No. 6 of the soldiers’ team made the first three-point shot.

“Three-point shot is the key to victory in a basketball match,” exclaimed Kim Jong Il with satisfaction, 
clapping his hands before anybody else.

Each time the soldiers made a three-point shot, he gave them an enthusiastic applause.
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After the match was over, he called the umpire and asked the score.

“The score is 17:26,” answered the latter.

“Which team is the winner?” asked the General again.

The umpire fudged his reply, wondering if he really did not know the result.

He said in a faltering voice that it was the officers’ team.

But Kim Jong Il countered that in his opinion the Red team was better, and laughed out loud.

All roared with laughter. The Red team was the soldiers’.

Though they lost the game, the players of the Red team shouted proudly:

“The General always favours us, soldiers!”

The Root Never to Be Forgotten

One April day in Juche 71 (1982), Chairman Kim Jong Il called an official to his office.

Entering the office, the official saw the Chairman listening to Song of Comradeship, the theme song of 
the Korean revolutionary film Star of Korea.

When the soft melody of the song was over, Kim Jong Il told him that the song was an excellent piece 
of music and that the more he listened to the music, the more he would enjoy it.

He went on: A song which once captured the hearts of people is bound to be faded from memory with 
the passage of time. But, there is a song which does not weather away but reverberates more loudly 
with the years as its music paper. It is a revolutionary song, and that song is precisely the Song of 
Comradeship. As the song says, a revolutionary comrade cannot be bought even for a thousand pieces 
of gold, the word comrade can be called among revolutionaries who struggle for the same purpose with
the same ideology. A comradely relationship can be said to be the most valuable and noblest of all 
forms of relationship between human beings.

The official cherished in his mind that the word comrade implies a profound meaning symbolic of true 
human relations, as well as love for and trust in human being.

Before Working Out the Budget

The following happened when Chairman Kim Jong Il was once climbing Mt Paektu.

The weather was miserable. It was difficult to open your eyes in the whirling blizzard, and the raging 
wind created snowdrifts that blocked the way.

His entourage tried to persuade him to turn back, saying that even if they managed to reach the summit 
they wouldn’t be able to enjoy the view on such a day.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7569
http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7570


However, he continued to lead the way, saying that the anti-Japanese revolutionary fighters had walked 
such paths in the past, and that the bad weather made it a true Mt Paektu expedition.

Finally he and his entourage reached the summit.

With arms akimbo, he looked into the blinding snowstorm.

At that moment, there was a sudden, thunderous sound as if the ice was breaking on Lake Chon, and 
the furious blizzard stopped blowing. The clouds, which were drifting just above the ridges, gradually 
moved to one side, the sun shone, and a majestic snowscape revealed itself, with the snow-covered 
mountain ridges glimmering.

His entourage exclaimed at this mysterious revelation. With a smile on his face, Kim Jong Il said it 
seemed that Mt Paektu recognized its master.

Turning “100m Beauty” into “Real Beauty”

On August 13, 1981, Chairman Kim Jong Il visited the Ice Rink under construction, where workers 
were putting finishing touches on its interior.

Outside, he was beaming at the crown-shaped roof and the leaning pillars that resembled rocket 
launching pads. As he was walking into the building, his smile faded at the sight of the conical ceiling 
that was decorated with layers of galvanized iron strips.

The officials in his company stood perplexed, as this was a new, bold design, compared with iron 
lattice decorations at the indoor stadiums of foreign countries.

Kim Jong Il commented that it was not good to ornament both the outer walls and the conical ceiling 
with iron strips, suggesting that fluorescent lamps be hanged at the centre of the ceiling in the form of 
sunbeams.

He went on: I am not happy with the entrance that looks like the one at a guesthouse. Through the door 
people are to come and go in a steady stream and it will not last long. It is wrong to coat the walls 
within and without in the same fashion. It seems that the walls were pebble-dashed as it is an easier 
way than levelling their surfaces after plastering. The officials have a wrong viewpoint. Figure skating 
is a luxury sport, so the skating rink should look like a theatre. You should ornament even a hall of the 
rink with extreme care. It is ludicrous to use iron strips and the same coating material for the purpose of
decoration and make those walls look alike.

The officials were impressed by his incisive remarks about the details of the building and their 
shortcomings.

Pointing out that the inner walls and the tiled floor should be remade, he continued:

The Ice Rink looks like a “100m beauty.” This means that it looks good from afar but ugly from nearby.
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As it stands now, the rink is not ready for inauguration. It is not a private facility but is for public 
service. We should build it with utmost care.

Soon followed the refashioning work.

Afterwards, during his next visit, Kim Jong Il remarked with satisfaction that the rink was immaculate 
in every aspect to be opened to the people.

Generals on Guard Duty

Around noon on May 4, 1998, an order was issued to the posts on a frontline height to relieve the 
soldiers from the guard posts.

The following is how it happened.

From early morning Chairman Kim Jong Il was on an inspection tour in the area. By noon he was 
reminded that it was time to pose for a photograph with the soldiers.

But he stood silent for a good while, looking over the rugged mountains extending along the front line, 
and asked an officer of the unit about the layout of the subunits and their guard posts.

After listening to his reply, he said that if time was allowed, he would visit all the posts of the soldiers 
on combat duty on this height, continuing regretfully that because of the tight schedule, he could not do
so.

He was absorbed in deep thought for a moment, and said to the generals accompanying him:

You should go and relieve the soldiers on duty so that all the soldiers on this height could gather here. 
They would feel very sorry if they knew that their supreme commander climbed down this frontline 
height without seeing them all as they were on combat duty.

I want to meet all the soldiers and pose for a photograph with them.

This order was a great surprise to all.

But Kim Jong Il reiterated with a slow nod of his head that he would have a photograph taken with 
them all although it would take time.

Another officer of the unit said, “Supreme Commander, thank you very much. All the soldiers of the 
unit have yearned for you day and night, anxiously waiting for this moment.”

I also longed to see my soldiers on the front line. As you have been looking forward to seeing me, so I 
have yearned for you. I wish I visited all the posts on this height.

The generals rushed to the posts and the soldiers, relieved by them, darted to where their Supreme 
Commander was waiting.

Kim Jong Il welcomed them gladly, saying “How are you? I am here to see you.”
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System of Dance Notation

Dance notation was a pending issue in the arts that evolved along with mankind.

Works of other art forms were recorded by various means such as score and libretto. As yet there was 
no good method of notating dance pieces.

Chairman Kim Jong Il charged some choreographers with finding a solution to this issue.

After several years of intensive research they developed a notation system, which was not satisfactory 
enough to represent elaborate steps and movements.

On September 21, 1973, Kim Jong Il said in his talks with the creators and artistes of the Mansudae Art
Troupe: Many people comment that the new notation system is incomprehensible, so it has no practical 
value. Such a poor system should not be handed down to posterity. If we fail to formulate a scientific 
system of dance notation, the dance pieces such as The Snow Is Falling, Azaleas of the Homeland, Rich
Harvest of Apples and Winnowing Dance, which we produced with so much effort, will not be 
preserved for future generations. It will remain a disgrace in history. …

The system of dance notation should be completed in the era of the Workers’ Party. This is a historic 
task that we should carry out with credit. It is a firm conviction of revolutionaries that they can do what
they are determined to do. We have an arsenal of People’s Artistes and creators, who have been trained 
under the Party’s care.

It will not do to assign the task to only a few experts. It is necessary to organize a large team of 
competent experts and enlist their collective wisdom. Then they will perfect the system of dance 
notation in a short period. Worldwide, there were many attempts at it, and we should resolve this issue 
for the benefit of our younger generations and mankind as a whole. We cannot leave a will to the 
coming generations, to the effect that we have not developed a perfect system of dance notation and 
they should make it without fail. …

He said jokingly that if the People’s and Merited Artistes could not make it, he would tackle the task 
himself after learning choreography for half a year with a textbook for the correspondence course.

Soon was formed a large research team.

Kim Jong Il guided the team with scrupulous care, taking steps to examine the research results by 
scientific methods and rectify even trifling drawbacks.

At last the system of dance notation saw the light of day.

It was made public in the form of book and scientific film, and won plaudits when it was submitted to 
the Secretariat of UNESCO in Paris.

Enemy of Korean Swellfish

On December 4, 2011, despite the biting cold, Kim Jong Il visited the Kaeson Youth Park.
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Firsthand Experience

Now the General was walking towards the chairoplane.

He said:

“The amusements should be switched on. Today all the officials here should get the firsthand 
experience of them.” 

Officials were seated in the chairs and the chairoplane was powered up.

The General gazed at the undulating chairs, and asked an official of the park if there were many visitors
there and how they liked it.

The official answered, “People say it is a great fun, and they feel sorry to leave the park. After the park 
was renovated under your close concern, airmen were the first to take the amusements. They liked them
very much.”

The General said that he was pleased to hear it, and then asked which amusement they liked best.

The official enumerated, “Chairoplane, mad mouse, …”

The General said: I think that the most popular of the amusements in the amusement park of the 
Kaeson Youth Park is the chairoplane whose axis may reach an angle of 120 degrees. You say that 
besides the chairoplane, people like mad mouse. In my opinion Z-force will be more popular than mad 
mouse.

Then he asked the official how they would feel after taking the chairoplane.

Listening to his reply, he resumed: You say that after taking the chairoplane, people were so frightened 
that they vowed never to take it again. But later they had another try. It must be a thrilling experience.

Right on cue, the chairoplane was touching down.

It was a pleasant thrill of excitement, and it seemed as if five minutes was a blink of an eye.

Those who were watching the scene on the ground shouted with joy.

The chairoplane stopped and the officials got off.

The General asked them how they felt.

Their answers were interesting.

“It was exhilarating.”

“When it reached the top, I was so terrified.”

“It dissipated all my fatigue.”

Still smiling, the General moved towards the Z-force. Noting that he was very pleased that the citizens, 
young people in particular, liked it and were vying to take it, he joked that there would be some who 
might piss themselves on the machine.



An official said, “In most cases it is women who suffer for it. In other countries there is an underwear 
stand beside the Z-force.”

This elicited a loud laugh.

After learning about the technical specifications of the machine, the General said: Z-force is 54 metres 
high and the seats move up and down at the speed of 15 metres a second. Falling down will be more 
frightening than rising up. I am afraid that if it breaks down while ascending, it will be impossible for 
the people to come down and an accident may occur.

Another official explained that emergency measures had been taken and it could be manually operated 
in case of a breakdown, adding that there had not been a single accident.

Now the General was relieved and resumed: I must emphasize again that what is the most important in 
the management and operation of the amusement park is to prevent accidents. The officials and 
operators must inspect the amusements and recreational facilities according to regulations and look 
after them in a responsible manner.

After that, officials took the Power Surge and Volare. Listening to their opinions, the General was 
beaming with satisfaction.

Enemy of Korean Swellfish

On December 4, 2011, despite the biting cold, Kim Jong Il visited the Kaeson Youth Park.

His Pleasure

The General was greeted at the amusement park by officials, and asked them if it was all right to switch
on the amusements.

An official replied, “Yes, sir. When you were here on May 25 last year, the foundations of the 
chairoplane were shaky. It could not be operated as they were being built up. You said that you would 
come again when it was running normally. Today you have kept the promise.”

The General said that he was there to learn about the maintenance and operation of the amusement park
of the Kaeson Youth Park, underlining that they should work harder to provide the people with a happy 
life to be envied by the world.

Then he inquired about the details one by one, and another official told him that the amusements had 
been in normal operation so far and the public catering service network, including the bakery, was 
prospering.

The General beamed with pleasure and, while moving towards the amusements, he asked one question 
after another–Do the people like them; has there been any accident; how much are the fees for the 
amusements. …
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An official said in a choking voice, “We are grateful to you for re-visiting this amusement park to 
ensure the people a happy life.”

The General said:

“The senior official of the Taesongsan Guidance Bureau says that he is grateful to me for re-
visiting the amusement park of the Kaeson Youth Park on this cold Sunday, and it is my pleasure 
to ensure the people a happy life.”

Fishing Rod

On December 9, 2009 Kim Jong Il visited a factory in the northern part of the country.

CNC Press

While inspecting the factory in January the previous year, he had tasked it with modernizing the 
production lines by introducing CNC technology. Now he was learning about the results in the shop 
floor.

He was pleased to see that it upgraded the production lines as a whole in a matter of two years, filling a
workshop with an assortment of presses and installing dozens of more CNC machines.

An official of the factory told him, “Here we are at the press shop. CNC technology has been 
introduced in operating the presses as you instructed.”

“Good,” said the General.

Another official said, “As they are processed by CNC machines, all products pass the quality test.”

And still another said, “The workers like working with the computer. Some say they feel as if they are 
idlers.”

The General joked, “I am afraid they may be made redundant.” 

The officials could see that this joke was implying they should be effective in labour administration as 
the introduction of CNC technology was being stepped up.

One of them told him that the 2 500-ton press, which lay idle during the Arduous March, had been 
transformed into a CNC machine.

The General moved to the general control room and examined its operating processes that were 
displayed in real time on a computer screen.

“Turning the 2 500-ton press into a CNC machine is not so easy,” said he, still scrutinizing the 
screen.

An official said, “You are right, sir. It was not easy. But the machine that had been hibernating for two 
decades has woken up.”
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Nodding, the General said, “It hibernated for 20 years and now it is time to run it at full capacity. 
How good it is that CNC technology has been introduced.” 

With a beaming face he looked at the girls in neat overalls controlling the 1 200-ton press on a 
computer screen.

An official said, “As you instructed, we have remodelled the presses into CNC machines, so even girls 
can operate them. The workers are grateful to you, General, for having freed themselves from hard, 
back-breaking labour.”

The General said in a choking voice, “Now their labour has been made easy. Really easy.”

Docent at the Songam Cave (2)

On May 20, 2009, Kim Jong Il visited the then Taehung Youth Mine.

An official said that the mine completed the magnesia clinker production line in keeping with the actual
conditions of the country.

Smiling happily, the General praised its achievement and said that it was precisely the Korean mode of 
production and Juche-oriented industry.

He continued: The mine has established the Juche orientation in the production of fireproof materials 
and this can be called a revolution. It is a great achievement that has brought about an epochal turn in 
developing our industry. It is as significant as the success in a nuclear test. President Kim Il Sung 
would be very pleased if he could see this.

The General stood quiet as if he was yearning for the President who had been so much concerned about
the domestic production of fireproof materials.

He resumed after some minutes: The workers of the Taehung Youth Mine are adding brilliance to the 
President’s revolutionary ideology, the Juche idea, not in words but through hard struggle. They have 
demonstrated its validity and vitality. They are laudable, indeed.

Praising that the designers, technicians and workers who had been involved in the production of 
fireproof materials were all heroes, the General said:

“The Taehung Youth Mine should be renamed Taehung Youth Hero Mine.” 

Looking at a map showing the production processes, he moved closer to it, still saying nothing.

All eyes were turned towards the map.

In front of the map the General reiterated that the workers of the mine had performed a great feat and 
said:

“As the workers are not here with me, I will pay my respect, as a token of admiration for them, to
the map showing the fireproof materials production lines of our own style.” 
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He then made a bow to the map and the officials clapped their hands.

Docent at the Songam Cave (1)

One day in the mid-1990s, when the country was undergoing economic difficulties, Chairman Kim 
Jong Il was giving field guidance in a mountainous region. Surveying the topography of the area, he 
predicted that there might be a cave in the mountains.

Later, the Songam Cave was discovered by the soldiers of the Korean People’s Army, who laid out the 
wonder of nature in a splendid way.

Learning the news, Kim Jong Il visited the cave on April 19, 2002.

Flowers Coming in All Shapes

Kim Jong Il and his entourage toured one scenic spot after another, marvelling at the mystery and 
beauty of the cave. When they stopped at a scenic spot, the docent said that it was named Paradise.

Nodding his head, Kim Jong Il gazed up at the ceiling that was overlaid with stone flowers, big and 
small. They were reminiscent of roses wet with morning dew.

The docent offered to recite a poem about the scenic spot.

Kim Jong Il readily agreed with her.

Baby-flowers are growing

Sister-flowers are blooming

Mummy-flowers are smiling

Granny-flowers are withering

Her reciting over, Kim Jong Il commented with a broad laugh that the poem was really nice.

Guided around the cave for long hours, he pointed out several issues: It is said that stone flowers grow 
1mm a year under favourable conditions, but no one is certain about this. How tall they grow and what 
fosters their growth should be scientifically proved. Research should be made into the evolution of the 
flowery scenery in this underground palace, so that people can be better informed of it.

Political expressions should be avoided in naming scenic spots. No colour other than white should be 
used in illuminating objects, so as to accentuate their natural beauty and make them more clearly 
visible.

There is no need to name every stalactite, and it is better to urge visitors to choose their favourites and 
name them freely.

At one spot, Kim Jong Il caught sight of a goose-shaped stalactite hanging upside down from the 
ceiling.
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“That looks like a live goose hanging by its heels to steal glances at the fairy girls bathing at the 
underground ‘Eight Pools of Mt. Kumgang,’” said he, adding that the eyes on its head were lifelike.

Laughter echoed through the cave.

Competition on Rice Fields

On August 1, 2007 Kim Jong Il visited the Ranam Coal-Mining Machine Complex.

At the shop floor where the workers and technicians were stepping up the assembling of a large 
machine in its final stages, the General inquired in detail about its parts and components.

While answering his questions, the manager felt regretful for the fact that the machine was operated by 
a program logic control unit, a lower version than that which had been planned.

He explained, “According to the original design, this machine was to be operated by a system of AC 
servo motor and ball-jointed screw. But it has been redesigned to be equipped with a program logic 
control unit.”

To his surprise, however, the General said, “The workers at Ranam who are unfailingly loyal to the 
Party, despite the shortage of all materials and the difficulty of conditions, have given full play to 
the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance and fortitude and their creative wisdom, making 
innovations in manufacturing new, modern machines.” 

The manager was perplexed by this undeserved praise. The AC servo motor was a high-tech product as 
it could automatically regulate the speed and power while in operation. That’s why the management of 
the complex had planned to use it, with the conviction that it accorded with the Party’s call for steadily 
developing new things.

The manager pledged that they would from now on adopt the system of AC servo motor and ball-
jointed screw.

The General advised that the system did not conform to the country’s actual conditions.

He explained to the manager: Under the existing conditions, the hydraulic model suits our economy. If 
we use a machine operated by the system of AC servo motor and ball-jointed screw, accuracy of 
voltage and frequency should be ensured in the electric power systems. Now this is all but impossible. 
It is your subjective desire to make a machine run by the above system. Of course, we must 
manufacture such a machine in the future.

The manager felt ashamed for his narrow vision.

The General had keen insight into the overall economic conditions of the country and, instantly 
discerning the officials’ unrealistic plans, would advise them against seeking impractical solutions to 
scientific and technological problems.
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As if he was still appreciating the manager’s pluck and ambitiousness, he resumed: A man with strong 
molar teeth can munch at hard food. For the present we should make hydraulic machines. After 
building up the foundations of production to ensure rated voltage and frequency, we should gradually 
switch over to developing machines operated by the system of AC servo motor and ball-jointed screw. I
think that attempting to make such machines now is an impractical plan.

He reiterated that hydraulic machines suited the country’s actual conditions and the machine equipped 
with a computer-operated NC device was really excellent. He instructed the manager to continue to 
direct efforts to manufacturing hydraulic machines like the one he saw that day.

Mystery of Headbands

On January 11, 1971, Chairman Kim Jong Il visited the Pyongyang Grand Theatre.

As he walked into a room where dancers were practicing, they welcomed him.

He asked for what they were rehearsing. An official answered that the dancers were having a rehearsal 
for the dance piece The Snow Is Falling, and they were agonizing over the mismatch in movements of 
their hands and feet. “Mismatch…” reflected Kim Jong Il.

Then he asked them to have another try and sat on a chair nearby.

The dancers repeated the movements.

Suddenly, he called a halt and asked, “Why are they wearing headbands of different colours?”

The official stared at them with wide open eyes of astonishment. They were wearing headbands of their
own choice.

With a smile on his face Kim Jong Il said: Though they are all in black costumes, dancers do not look 
identical. It is because they are wearing headbands of different colours. When there was a sports 
meeting at school, the students of the “red” team wore red headbands and those of the “white” team, 
white ones. This is to demonstrate the teams’ strong discipline and solid unity. Dance is an ensemble 
piece, so dancers should strive to ensure unity of mind and action both on stage and in daily life, 
particularly during a rehearsal.

He paused a while and went on: Dance is an art of depicting life in keeping with musical rhythms and 
leaving the audience a deep impression through visual effects in a short span of time.

So a trifling disharmony may disrupt a dance piece as a whole.

You can make it an ensemble piece only when you achieve unity in both mind and action during a 
rehearsal and a performance.

Pointing at a dancer, he said that her white headband matched well with her black costume, adding that 
the red and blue ones did not look good.
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Soon after, all the dancers wore white headbands. This brought about a mysterious change; a perfect 
harmony was achieved in their movements.

Patriot

On February 6, 2007, Kim Jong Il visited a fish farm in Lake Jangyon.

An official explained the long-term plan of the fish farm to the visitor in front of a panoramic map 
showing stake nets for raising rainbow trout and a blueprint of the freshwater king crab pond.

He said: Fries will grow for a certain period before being released into the stake nets and the lake. At 
this point where the lake joins the sea, a bay is to be formed to raise freshwater king crabs. Later they 
will grow in Lake Mugye and Lake Tongyon. On the other hand, salmon, gray mullet, dace and trout 
will be netted on their way upstream to spawn. After collection of their eggs, adult fish will be supplied
to the people and the fries hatched out from the eggs will be set free. In a few years they will go 
upstream to be netted again.

Kim Jong Il praised that the plan was unbelievable and asked the official, for a joke, if he was 
exaggerating.

All gave an amused laugh. He was beside himself with joy picturing to himself the lake teeming with 
various fish species.

He made the rounds of the ponds for spawning and hatching, inquiring about the availability of natural 
food and mud at the lake.

The official told him that the lake abounded with plankton, floating plants, whitebaits and other small 
fishes, and the mud contained plentiful organic matter.

Kim Jong Il observed: This is indeed a rich source of natural food. Nowhere will be found such a 
favourable location. It is a brilliant idea to raise fish in stake nets or freely in this lake. The man who 
brought it up must have bent all his energies to raise fish on natural food.

He said, “He is a patriot, who racks his brains, suggests bright ideas and works energetically to 
realize them, so as to improve the people’s living standards by turning to good account the 
natural and geographical conditions in his native region.”

Choe Hyon’s Pistol

Officials in the sector of administration of the relics associated with the history of President Kim Il 
Sung’s revolutionary activities learned that Choe Hyon, who had fought the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle together with Kim Il Sung, had a pistol from the days of the struggle.

They went to the veteran fighter and asked him to donate the pistol, saying that it was essential for 
educating the coming generations.
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Choe Hyon roared, “What? The other day you cajoled me into donating my amber pipe, and today you 
are asking for my one and only pistol? No. Don’t ever dream about it.”

The amber pipe was the one Kim Il Sung had given him as a gift in the days of the anti-Japanese armed
struggle.

At their fifth visit, Choe Hyon said at last, “I can’t help it. Take it with you.”

Taking with a shaking hand the pistol from a safe, he looked at it and felt it with the other hand for 
long.

“Take it. This is my last asset. I hope that it will be of help in educating the younger generations.”

Apparently unable to see the pistol going into other’s bag, he turned his sad face away.

Chairman Kim Jong Il learned about it later. He remembered how the veteran had slept with his head 
on the wooden case of a pistol when the latter visited his home immediately after the liberation of the 
country.

At that time, he had asked, “Why do you sleep on the wooden case, not a pillow?” “It’s my long-
standing habit. When young, I slept on a wooden pillow and as a guerrilla, on a rifle or pistol. The 
pistol still gives me comfort in my sleep.”

“You don’t need to stick to the habit any more now that the country was liberated, do you?”

“You are wrong. As you know, Korea was liberated, yet being divided along the 38th Parallel, and 
traitorous Syngman Rhee urges his south Korean army to conquer the north. Probably, I am not 
destined for a sound sleep on a pillow.”

Veteran who sleeps on a wooden pistol case–this was Choe Hyon’s nickname. He must have felt so 
wistful about his darling, long companion he had to give up.

Kim Jong Il summoned an official, to whom he told the above story.

He said to the official: “I think it is right to return the pistol to Choe Hyon.

“Go and tell him that I sent you to convey my thanks for his contribution to the education of the 
younger generations.

Assure him that you are giving the pistol back as the Party has decided to defer the display of such 
relics as his pistol.”

“I understand, sir. But you know he gives up anything of his for others’ sake if he is so minded. I am 
afraid if he would be willing to take it back.”

“Tell him that I, his junior revolutionary comrade, am sending it back to him as a token of my belief 
that he would devote the rest of his life to the strengthening of our revolutionary armed forces.

“Then he will surely accept it.”

Days later, the official took the pistol with him to Choe Hyon.



Opening the wooden case, the veteran eyed the pistol in it with surprise.

“This is my pistol.”

“No.”

“Yes, it is.”

“You donated it before, so this is a new one from the Party.”

“Oh, you are reasonable.”

The official told the veteran what Kim Jong Il had said with regard to the pistol.

Seeing the pistol, once belonging to his property but now taking on a new meaning, Choe Hyon felt 
grateful to Kim Jong Il.

Miserable Lot of the   Pueblo

The situation on the Korean peninsula was brought to the brink of war in the wake of the Pueblo 
incident.

On February 2, 1968, in his talks with the officials concerned, Chairman Kim Jong Il stressed the need 
to make full preparations for coping with the desperate moves of the US imperialists.

He said: The US imperialists are hell-bent on unleashing another war like a thief who cries “Stop 
thief!” Owing to their reckless manoeuvres, Korea is in a hair-trigger situation which may lead to the 
outbreak of war at any time. The revisionists, for fear of the possible war, warned us of the serious 
consequences of the incident and advised us to release the ship.

He stated, “This is to say that we should make a concession to the US imperialists. We will never do so.
A concession to them means submission and surrender.”

He went on: The Pueblo was in our territorial waters, not in the sea off the US, when it was captured in 
the act of espionage by our sailors. So it makes no sense that we should back down and curry favour 
with the US imperialists. Our attitude and stand towards them are clear and steadfast. Those who 
intruded into our territorial waters and committed acts of espionage in violation of the sovereignty of 
the DPRK, must be punished by our law. This is an inviolable sovereign right of our country.

If the US imperialists attempt to “retaliate” for no justifiable reason instead of apologizing for its 
wrongdoings, Korea would retaliate against their “retaliation” and return all-out war for their “all-out 
war” as declared by President Kim Il Sung, he asserted.

In December 1968 the US made a formal apology to the DPRK government, and the crew members of 
its spy ship were deported from the country.

On February 5, 1995, Kim Jong Il, during an inspection of a naval unit of the Korean People’s Army, 
saw the Pueblo in the port. He listened to the officers explaining how they were looking after the ship. 
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Then he told them not to leave the ship in the port, but move it to the site on the Taedong River where 
the US aggressor ship General Sherman had sunk.

He continued in the following vein: If the US spy ship is moved to that site, it will be conducive to 
exposing the US history of aggression against our country–the US invaded Korea more than 100 years 
ago, with its aggressor ship General Sherman sailing up the Taedong River in 1866 and committing acts
of plunder before being sunk by our people, and its armed spy ship Pueblo was captured in 1968 while 
conducting acts of espionage; it will also be effective in educating our soldiers and students in the anti-
US spirit.

He emphasized, “Our people have not seen the Pueblo though they heard about it. It is utterly useless to
leave the ship in a military port.”

Noting that the port was out of bounds, he gave detailed instructions on how to tow the ship from the 
port to the Taedong River. And so, nearly 30 years after its capture, the US spy ship was towed to the 
river.

Frames Cut Off

National Cooperation.

The south Korean guests grew more excited as Kim Jong Il promptly answered all their questions very 
clearly by referring to his broad knowledge, keen insight and humorous anecdotes.

Another guest said, “The north’s animations and computer software have reached the world standard. I 
think the north will rake it in if it cooperates with other countries in this field.”

Kim Jong Il laughed heartily, and said: If the north and the south cooperate in this field, each side will 
get half of the profits. It means all the profits will be for the Koreans. Then why should the north 
cooperate with other countries?

At the moment a phrase in the June 15 Joint Declaration came to their minds–By Our Nation Itself!

His answer stated that By Our Nation Itself was not an empty slogan and reaffirmed that all the Korean 
people must join efforts to put an end to the tragedy of national division.

“Crying Faces Are Not Photogenic”

In early August 2000, following the publication of the historic June 15 Joint Declaration, a delegation 
of the south Korean mass media arrived in Pyongyang.

The delegation was composed of the high-hatted senior executives representing the south Korean 
media circles.

Kim Jong Il met them on August 12.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7554
http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7555


This meeting was later headlined Shocking Interview.

Single-Hearted Unity and Military Might.

During the talks he asked a senior executive, “How many years have you been engaged in 
journalism?” 

The guest hesitated a while and replied that he had been involved in journalism for several decades.

Kim Jong Il said, “Then you must have written anti-communist articles for 80 to 90 per cent of 
your career.” 

Laughter burst out among other guests who, from a professional habit, had been keyed up for his 
questions.

This enlivened the atmosphere of the gathering. When they were entreating the officials of the north for
an audience with Kim Jong Il, they pledged that they would never ask him any questions during the 
talks or luncheon. Now instincts were prompting them to stand up one after another.

Unexpectedly, the gathering turned into an interview.

A member of the delegation raised a question as to where the source of his strength for defending 
socialism lay.

Kim Jong Il answered immediately: It is military strength. The source of my strength is twofold. First, 
there is single-hearted unity and, second, there is military might. Only with a strong military force can 
one deal with relations with foreign countries from the independent standpoint. We still need this strong
force even in the case of having close ties with other countries. Otherwise, our country may follow the 
same path as the feudal Joson dynasty in its final days under the reign of the Regent Prince Taewon or 
Empress Myongsong.

“The Paleolithic Issue in Need of Further Study!”

Days after his enrolment at Kim Il Sung University, Chairman Kim Jong Il attended a lecture on the 
primitive society of Korea.

The lecturer dwelt only with the New Stone Age, as it was an established belief in the academic circles 
that the Old Stone Age had not existed in Korea.

Kim Jong Il was in doubt.

Already in his senior middle school years, he had burnt the midnight oil delving into this tricky issue 
and holding debates with his fellow students.

He could no longer allow this issue to remain a moot point.

He made a jotting in his notebook, “The Paleolithic issue in need of further study!”
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On September 29, 1960, several days afterwards, a debate was held on primitive society, where the 
topic under contention was the Paleolithic issue.

Despite heated discussions no one produced a definite answer.

Noting that the topic was very important, Kim Jong Il said: To have a correct understanding of Korea’s 
Old Stone Age, we must approach this issue from a Juche-oriented position. Now there are some 
archaeologists who argue that the Old Stone Age did not exist in Korea just because no relevant relics 
had been discovered.

This is indeed a wrong view without scientific and theoretical grounds. …

During Japanese rule, servile scholars, taking advantage of the fact that no Paleolithic artifacts had yet 
been discovered, contended that the Old Stone Age had not existed in Korea and it had not had any 
resident inhabitants in that age. This was a prefabricated frame-up to prove the “inferiority” of the 
Korean nation. It cannot be asserted that the Old Stone Age did not exist in Korea just because no 
relevant relics had been discovered. Paleolithic relics have been unearthed in large quantities in 
different parts of East Asia, many of which are geographically close to where our ancestors lived. 
These relics are proof positive that mankind lived in the regions adjacent to Korea during the Old Stone
Age. That’s why we should approach the issue of Korea’s Old Stone Age from a standpoint that 
mankind lived in our country from olden times though Paleolithic relics have not been unearthed until 
now. …

Stressing the need to trace to the servile attitude of some historians for the failure to discover 
Paleolithic relics, he reiterated that it was important to look at the issue from a Juche-oriented position.

He concluded, “This is the only way to find Paleolithic relics and remains and have a scientific 
understanding of Korea’s Old Stone Age.”

His hypothesis created a great stir among the archaeologists at the Academy of Social Sciences, as well 
as the teaching staff of the faculty and the university. It won deep sympathy from the archaeologists of 
international renown, who held a number of symposiums on this issue and dispatched study teams to 
various localities in search of Paleolithic relics.

In 1963, relics from the Middle Paleolithic were discovered for the first time at the then Kulpho-ri, 
Sonbong County, North Hamgyong Province. Some years later, relics from the Lower Paleolithic were 
excavated inside the Komunmoru Cave in the then Sangwon County, Pyongyang. Similar relics, such 
as fossil bones of Paleolithic men, were dug up in succession in the Sungnisan Cave in Tokchon, South 
Phyongan Province, in Ryokpho District, Pyongyang, and in other places of the country.

Laughter by the Riverside

Kim Jong Il visited the Hamhung Youth Electric Appliances Factory on September 23, 1999.

More Valuable
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The General looked round the case-assembling shop and then the ordinary appliances shop. There he 
saw a switchboard that was being assembled.

The manager of the factory told him that they were switchboards and panel boards to be sent to the 
small- and medium-sized power stations under construction.

A smile passed over his face.

The manager was baffled as the case for the main body of the switchboard looked jagged. He 
murmured, smiling awkwardly, that the case was made from an old drum as steel plates were not easily 
available.

The General looked surprised at this explanation and said that he was not faulting the shape of the case.

After studying every nook and cranny of the switchboard, he told officials that its rough surface did not
matter and there was no need to find fault with the cases for the switchboards and panel boards made 
from old drums.

Then he said:

“Power is generated from an electric generator, not a switchboard or panel board. I do not like 
boasting of the large buildings and gleaming switchboards and other incidental equipment for 
small- and medium-sized power stations.” 

The officials flushed crimson with embarrassment.

He resumed: When I was inspecting a unit, I saw a glittering switchboard imported from a foreign 
country. It broke down and it was all but impossible to repair it because its parts were not available. I 
was convinced that nothing is better than our own things.

Then he moved to the assembly shop and examined the emergency power cutout that the workers 
developed by themselves.

He inquired about the technical specifications of the device as compared to its imported counterpart 
and said that the Korean device was clearly superior and its quality was good though it did not look so 
attractive as the imported device.

Laughter in an Amusement Park

On July 7, 1995, one day before the inauguration of the then Kumsusan Memorial Palace, many people 
were working to lay out the green area along the road between an underground railway station and the 
memorial palace.

Grey-haired men, children with red kerchiefs tied around their necks and students were tending the 
trees and flowers, sweeping the road, watering the flowers in the park, pruning the branches and 
mowing the lawn.
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As they were working, a tram was seen coming along the newly laid rails towards them from the 
palace. Some stopped working, and looked up to see the tram.

“The General is on the tram!”

“Hurrah! Hurrah!”

The shouts were followed by thunderous cheers, and people rushed towards the moving tram. Young 
people, women, children and old men were running after it, only to see their dear leader.

Having talks with officials in the tram, Kim Jong Il saw the people following it. He rose from his seat 
and waved to them. They cheered and shouted in tears, still running.

Worried that they might fall down, he kept waving to them. A girl stumbled over a bush, got up and 
trotted along after the tram.

The tram stopped short of the turnaround, surrounded by the cheering crowd.

The people hedging in the tram closer and closer, an official persuaded them to make way for it as the 
General was busy.

They moved out of the rails and the tram passed the turnaround.

It accelerated towards the palace, and yet the cheering continued behind it.

The General, looking back, said in a choking voice:

“Our people are really good. 

“To think that I am breathing the same air as such people and working with them, I have made 
up my mind to strive harder for the revolution.”

A Seagull Caught Alive

The following happened one day in August 1967 when Kim Jong Il was on his way to give on-site 
guidance in South Hamgyong Province, in the eastern part of Korea. His car was passing a mountain 
spur on the east coast, when he told his driver to stop for a short break.

He gazed at the seagulls hovering over the billowing sea for a while, and then asked his entourage if 
there was a way of catching a seagull.

An official said there was.

“How?” he asked.

“With a rifle,” the official answered.

“With a rifle? The easiest way, but… .” He trailed off.

After a moment he said that he needed a live seagull, and not one wounded by a bullet.
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The officials accompanying him wondered why he needed a live seagull.

He said to them: A few days ago I visited Hamhung Zoo in the South Hamgyong provincial capital; 
there were many visitors, but not so many animals. Although the seagull is not a rare bird, I want to 
send a live one to the zoo as a memento of my recent visit.

The officials wracked their brains. Eventually one of them came up with a solution, using a rifle.

With a smile on his face, Kim Jong Il said he was of the same opinion.

How could he possibly catch a seagull alive? wondered the officials.

He explained to them: In general, birds are cowardly creatures and so fearful that they cannot fly off 
immediately after being scratched by a bullet; the way to catch them alive is to exploit this weakness.

Knowing that he was a fine marksman, the officials urged him to shoot.

Loading a rifle, he approached a cliff where some seagulls were sitting.

But the seagulls flew away.

Saying he would have to take a long shot, he fired at some seagulls sitting on a distant cliff. The 
seagulls flew off–all except one which fell back onto the cliff.

Cheering, the officials ran to the cliff and fetched the large seagull.

Kim Jong Il examined the wings and legs and felt the feathers to find out where it was wounded.

It had a slight scratch from a fragment of a rock that had been blown off by the bullet.

He told the officials to send the seagull to Hamhung Zoo.

Urgent Problems to Solve (2)

Tasty and Nutritious Fish to the People 

One day in May 2000, Chairman Kim Jong Il gave instructions to enlarge the breeding of eel and open 
eel restaurants in Pyongyang for the people. Then he took measures to provide not only equipment, 
materials and labour needed for enlarging the capacities of the eel farms but also the funds for 
collecting elvers, producing assorted feed and ordering necessary facilities.

Several days later, he told the officials that the eel was fatty, tasty and nutritious and so it must be 
supplied to the people by cultivating more of it. After that, when he was informed that the Taedonggang
Eel Farm with dozens of indoor fishponds in many blocks was built in a short period of time and plenty
of eel had been produced, he saw to it that the eel was supplied to the Okryu, Chongnyu, Ryugyong 
Rungna and other restaurants to cater to the people’s pleasure of the table.

When he visited the farm later, he said that the menu of dishes was scanty in the light of the increasing 
material and cultural demands of the people, and stressed that great efforts should be made 
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continuously to develop the culture of eel and other species of fishes so that the people might be served
with dishes of various fishes such as sturgeon, tortoise, eel, swellfish and salmon.

Admiration of Scientists

During his visit to Russia in the summer of 2001, Chairman Kim Jong Il visited the Siberian branch of 
the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Guided by the branch director, he examined a board with diagrams providing a visual depiction of the 
successes achieved by the branch. After comparing the guide’s explanation with the graphs and going 
over the many numerical values, symbols and formulas, he nodded. Pointing to the curved lines in the 
graphs, he said that the almost equal standard values and measurement values showed that the results of
the research were quite good. The guide then led him to a chart beside the graphs and began to explain 
it.

After hearing a few words, Kim Jong Il said that would do, and he would move on to something else.

A look of doubt crossed the guide’s face. But Kim Jong Il said there was no need for him to explain the 
chart, which described the graphs, since he could understand it without any explanation.

The following happened when he visited the Khrunichev State Space Centre. While examining the 
research equipment at the centre, Kim Jong Il asked the guide whether he was looking at the space 
station Mir. The guide replied that he was.

After a glance at the station’s exterior, Kim Jong Il proposed to the guide that they should get inside. 
The space station Mir, a crystallization of cutting-edge space science and technology, had been Russia’s
pride for many years. So, the space centre authorities had specially selected a top expert to explain the 
station to Kim Jong Il.

After looking around the interior of the station and before the guide began his explanation, Kim Jong Il 
nodded in acknowledgement. He himself explained the interior, pointing in turn to the flight control 
panel, the crew’s living quarters, the docking port and the airlock for spacewalks.

A Russian scientist said later, “I already knew that Kim Jong Il was a man with encyclopaedic 
knowledge. But I did not know that he was so well informed about space science. He is a real genius.”

High-End Medical Equipment

Late in June 1981 Chairman Kim Jong Il, while giving field guidance at Hamhung, visited the newly 
built South Hamgyong Provincial Preventive Dental Hospital.

In a treatment room, he saw an all-purpose dentist’s chair. Touring the rest of the hospital, he said that 
no such modern dental hospital had yet been built in Pyongyang, and that having built this hospital in 
Hamhung, a city populated by a large number of workers, was something truly praiseworthy.
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An official told him that foreign experts wondered why Korea was buying facilities for a local hospital 
which were used only for a king or a president in other countries.

Kim Jong Il exclaimed that there was no king in Korea; in Korea the people were the masters, and that 
the working people were entitled to use such equipment.

Since then the hospital has given dental treatment to many, many people.

Unaware of a Thunderstorm

Between May 1966 and July 1969, Kim Jong Il conducted a comprehensive study and analysis of 31 
major works by Marx, Engels and Lenin.

Recollecting those days, Kim Jong Il said, “At that time I read and debated until my eyes became 
bloodshot and my voice hoarse. But I shall never forget those days of reading and studying.” 

One day Kim Jong Il and a group of officials were reading a classic work, which he planned to discuss 
with them a few days later. Since noon dark clouds had been gathering outside and it began to rain 
heavily, accompanied by a violent thunderstorm and lightning. But Kim Jong Il was unaware of all this;
instead his eyes were glued to the pages of the book. Towards sunset he raised his eyes and looked out.

“When did it begin to rain?” he asked.

“It’s been raining since noon. There was even a thunderstorm,” answered one of the officials.

“Is that so? I was so engrossed in reading that I was unaware what was happening. Anyhow, it 
was a worthwhile day. I finished reading this book in the course of the afternoon.” 

A bright smile spread over his face.

The Heroine of the Nation

Towards the end of August 1999, Jong Song Ok finished first in the women’s marathon in the 7th 
World Track and Field Championships held in Seville. Chairman Kim Jong Il called officials to his 
office. When they came wondering what could be the matter, he asked them abruptly about the news of 
the women’s marathon. Beaming with joy, he said our runner won the race in the championships and 
that he had had a wakeful night at the news. With this, he paced the room. After a while, he said, “It’s 
grand, really grand! The marathon race is the most significant of all sports events. Still now, 
there has been no Korean who won a marathon race in the world track and field championships. 
Before liberation the Korean runner Son Ki Jong came off first in a marathon of the Olympics, 
but he had to run in the name of an alien country because he was a member of a ruined nation. 
But this time our runner has won the world marathon championship for the first time as a 
Korean. How splendid!” 
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The press made a feature of her spectacular success and the whole country was in a festive mood 
singing a song about her. Later, the Chairman said that she was a heroine of our nation who won the 
title in the women’s marathon in the World Track and Field Championships, the arena of competition 
with the best athletes from the world.

Bells of an Orthodox Church Ring

In August 2002, Kim Jong Il paid a visit to the Russian Far East.

When his train was approaching Khabarovsk, he said he wanted to visit St. Bishop Innokenty of Irkutsk
Church, a Russian Orthodox church.

Surprised, the officials accompanying him said, “Only religious believers go there.”

Kim Jong Il responded:

Although I am not a believer, I am going to visit it because religion is also an object of politics. There 
is nothing wrong with us visiting a church, when the Russians are Orthodox Christians. We must never 
be narrow-minded but respect the customs of other nations. If we visit the church, we will better 
understand the traditions of the Russian people and their thoughts, aspirations and wishes, and feel 
closer to the 60 million members of the Orthodox Church.

He explained that a politician ought to have a deep knowledge of religion, and told them about the 
origins of the Russian Orthodox Church and the history of its development. The Russian Orthodox 
Church, he said, is recognized as the biggest of the world’s 15 orthodox churches and exerts a 
considerable influence on state policy in Russia.

At the church, he looked round the area. Suddenly the bells began to ring, deep and solemn.

Everyone looked in the direction from which the sound of the bells was coming.

Pointing to the bell tower, the church superior said that the bell ringers were ringing the bells to 
welcome Kim Jong Il. He explained that nobody was entitled to ring the bells apart from graduates of 
the bell-ringing school, and that those who were now ringing the bells were the best ringers at the 
church.

It was a strict convention of the Russian Orthodox Church to ring the bells at noon, but the church had 
broken that convention.

“As the Sun has descended to our church, it is quite natural to ring the bells,” he said, putting his hands 
on his chest and then spreading his arms upward as if cheering.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7544


For the Real Benefit

One day in June 1977 Chairman Kim Jong Il met an official of South Hamgyong Province and gave 
instructions to construct a large up-to-date dental hospital in Hamhung, a city thickly populated with 
working people. Then in the days of its construction, he more than once helped to find a way out of 
difficulties in construction and sent experts to complete the building of the hospital in a superb way.

One day in February 1978 when he received a report from the province that the workers of the 
Hungnam Fertilizer Complex with bad teeth were given primary treatment, he was very pleased. He 
said that with growing age, people’s teeth would decay, and that so intensive treatment for one time 
was not enough. With this he pointed out that dental hospitals were indispensable for the regular 
treatment of the people with bad teeth. He emphasized the need to hasten the completion of the dental 
hospital and gave instructions once again to fit it out with fine equipment. In about a year after that, the 
South Hamgyong Provincial Dental Hospital was completed in a modern style. When he visited the 
hospital later, he said that it was useless only to give publicity to the construction of a large dental 
hospital and its modern equipment and that it was necessary for the hospital to give practical benefits to
the workers and other sections of people.

Affection for Soldiers

One August day in 2008, Kim Jong Il was inspecting a company of the Korean People’s Army stationed
in an area that was thick with poplar trees. He looked round the barracks, bathhouse, mess hall and 
food storehouse. He also toured a power station the company had built by damming a stream flowing 
down a mountain valley.

Below the dam a place had been laid out where the soldiers could bathe and enjoy themselves under the
falling water.

Kim Jong Il spoke highly of the company’s officers for making such effective use of the water pouring 
down over the dam. He said the soldiers would be very happy if they had a shower and could enjoy 
themselves under the falling water in the summer heat.

He feasted his eyes on the place, and asked the officers if there were any fish there. They replied that 
they were planning to raise fish. But he urged them not to do so, because the soldiers should be able to 
bathe in clean water.

The company’s officers were deeply moved when they saw that the collar of Kim Jong Il’s jacket was 
soaked with sweat.

He was visiting the company in the middle of summer when the ground was hot under the broiling sun 
and there was no wind; the plants were wilting and the birds were flocking to the water to cool 
themselves.

After he left the company, he explained his thinking.
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I cannot forget the Poplar-Tree Company. Seeing a splash of water under my feet when the sweat was 
pouring down my body, I felt like having a swim there and then.

But he continued his field guidance trip.

151 Bends on Mt. Osong

One August day in 1998 Kim Jong Il was visiting a frontline unit of the Korean People’s Army 
stationed on Mt. Osong, 1 000 m above sea level. The mountain has steep cliffs and deep valleys.

An enemy post was only a stone’s throw away.

He was about to make his way to the unit, when the officials accompanying him requested him not to 
do so, saying, “Supreme Commander, the path was washed away in several places by heavy rain. So, 
delay your plan until it is repaired. Please do as we ask, just this once.”

Turning his eyes away from their entreating faces, he looked up the dizzy mountain path.

Thanking them, he refused their entreaty and got into his car, saying that he could not turn back 
because his soldiers were at the post and he had to experience the challenges of the rough road to the 
front line in such bad weather if he was to learn what life was like for them.

His car began moving towards the forward command post at the summit of the mountain. There were 
151 bends along the route, and by the roadside there were bushes uprooted and scattered by the strong 
wind and heavy rain; the path had been swept by a violent muddy stream, leaving only rubble. The car 
bumped along. One side of the path below was lined with hair-raising cliffs. Bang! A tyre was 
punctured on a sharp stone. The tyre was changed. As the car passed around several bends, it suddenly 
tilted sideways towards the cliff. The driver turned the steering-wheel quickly, and the car recovered its 
balance.

But Kim Jong Il remained unperturbed; he was more worried about the following cars.

When his car arrived at the breast of the summit, they heard the bang of another tyre being punctured. 
The driver, soaked with sweat, changed the tyre. Now only one spare was left.

The car continued to advance, but suddenly began to skid downwards.

Kim Jong Il, sensing the danger, got out and pushed the car up the mountain helped by his entourage. 
The car advanced inch by inch. At long last they arrived at the forward command post, having passed 
through 151 bends.

“How are you?” asked Kim Jong Il.

Moved to tears at the sight of Kim Jong Il with his clothes wet with rain and stained with mud, the 
commander responded in a choked voice, “We are all right, thank you, Supreme Commander. That you 
should come all the way along the rough road!”

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7506


A Fisherwoman Rescued

One winter night, a young fisherwoman was reported missing off the west coast of Korea.

Together with other villagers, she had gone to the tidal flat to collect shellfish at low tide. She had been 
so absorbed in what she was doing that she failed to notice the tide rising. By the evening she was 
trapped and was drifting helplessly out to sea. The villagers on the shore called her name anxiously and
searched for her with torches, and several vessels put to sea to rescue her, but they could not see 
anything in the darkness.

Informed of the developments, Kim Jong Il immediately organized a search and rescue operation; he 
mobilized the Korean People’s Army, and dispatched officials from the Party Central Committee to the 
place to oversee the rescue operation. He also ordered the emergency mobilization of the units and 
coast guards of the KPA near the village. The unprecedented rescue operation was conducted in a three-
dimensional way–on land, at sea and in the air. However, there seemed there was little chance of 
rescuing the girl in the dead of night on the rough sea. The long night passed, and the following day 
dawned.

Kim Jong Il had asked frequently about the progress of the operation, saying that she must be rescued 
at any cost and that they should not inform him until she was rescued.

Twenty hours after the rescue operation had started, a wireless message was sent from a helicopter, 
“Subject detected.” The helicopter had discovered the girl floating on an ice floe. Unconscious, she was
immediately taken to hospital, where she recovered after receiving intensive medical care.

Hearing this, her family and the villagers cried with joy, hugging one another. It was only when he 
received the report on the success of the rescue operation that Kim Jong Il could relax and begin to deal
again with the work he had laid aside.

In the Days of the Songun Revolutionary Leadership (1)

The Historic Inspection 

On August 25, 1960 Chairman Kim Jong Il visited the Korean People’s Army Seoul Ryu Kyong Su 
Guards 105th Tank Division. That day he clarified the KPA’s mission of hastening the final victory of 
the Korean revolution, holding aloft the slogan “Let us defend with our very lives the Party Central 
Committee headed by the respected Comrade Kim Il Sung!” Then he expressed his firm determination 
to make the country strong enough to check any enemy from touching it.

His inspection of the division heralded the start of his Songun-based leadership which was the faithful 
continuance of the Songun revolutionary leadership pioneered and maintained by President Kim Il 
Sung. It was also a historic event in strengthening and developing the revolutionary armed force and in 
the implementation of the revolutionary cause of Juche. Thanks to Kim Jong Il’s Songun revolutionary 
leadership the KPA has grown up as a staunch armed force loyal to the national leader and the Workers’
Party of Korea, guarding the nation’s peace and the people’s happiness in the country.
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Anecdotes Related to Kim Jong Il’s Birthday (3)

A motto of struggle

It was the evening of Kim Jong Il’s birthday several years ago, when he, like in ordinary days, was on a
journey of on-site guidance. He sat together with provincial senior officials to their great delight; they 
had always been yearning to meet him. They were moved to tears at the fact that he was spending his 
birthday out on a trip of field inspection. Reading their minds, he said he was very pleased to see them 
and acquainted himself with their work and life for a long time as kindly as their own father would do. 
When the officials were sorry to part from him, he said he would have to go on another trip of on-site 
guidance the following day and that his object was to turn the country into a land of bliss where 
laughing voices would come out of the brightly-lit windows of all homes and smiles of happiness be 
seen on all faces. The officials begged him to take good care of himself without overworking. Looking 
affectionately at them, he said that it was a pleasure for him to walk a rough road for the sake of the 
country and the people, and called upon them to join him in the endeavours to accomplish the 
revolutionary cause of Juche.

His words served as a motto of struggle for all the Korean people to bear deep in mind.

Anecdotes Related to Kim Jong Il’s Birthday (2)

His birthday spent in Wonhwa-ri 

One year Kim Jong Il spent his birthday inspecting Wonhwa-ri, Phyongwon County.

Ascending the uphill path of the orchard that overlooked the village as a whole, he said the village 
really changed for the better beyond recognition as compared with it in the postwar days and that it was
a place associated with President Kim Il Sung’s deep concern. Then he acquainted himself with the 
farm’s per-hectare grain yield, production of meat and fruits and building of modern dwelling houses.

Mentioning that the Wonhwa Cooperative Farm still had lots of things to do, Kim Jong Il said, “I am 
happy to be here at the Wonhwa Cooperative Farm today. You tried to dissuade me from coming out 
here today because it’s my birthday. To tell the truth, I don’t celebrate my birthday. As a soldier of the 
leader, how can I do so? My greatest pleasure is to find a thing to do to save the leader anxiety.”

Without caring about the chilly weather, he stayed outdoors suggesting in detail the tasks the farm had 
to carry out, and said, “I’ll help you. Let us pool our efforts to turn the farm into a model socialist farm 
so as to delight the leader.”

The upward slope he walked up that day taking no account of his own birthday celebration is still 
reminding people of Kim Jong Il’s great concern to turn the village into a nice place to live in, for the 
place was closely associated with Kim Il Sung’s memories.
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Anecdotes Related to Kim Jong Il’s Birthday (1)

As the starting point of work and life 

It was February 16, 1963 when General Kim Jong Il was attending Kim Il Sung University. It was his 
birthday and his classmates were going to give a birthday party for him, though in a small way. But he 
declined the offer. He said, “The fatherly leader Kim Il Sung has never celebrated his birthday while 
working all his life for the good of the country and the people. When the leader is exerting himself for 
the prosperity of the country and the well-being of the people, how can I celebrate my birthday?” He 
then stressed the need for them to think only of how to save the leader trouble and anxiety, how to 
make him have even a little while’s rest and how to repay his favours better. He went on to say that a 
revolutionary soldier’s genuine happiness lay in saving the leader trouble and anxiety and that this 
should be the starting point of all work and life, an invariable principle of life.

For the People’s Welfare (3)

His Determination

One day Kim Jong Il visited a village of newly-built modern dwelling houses at a cooperative farm in a
province. He entered a house and stepped into a room, where he personally touched the floor to see if it
was warm and then let an attendant to switch on the TV to know whether it was in good order. After 
inspecting all parts of the house including the wide kitchen and hallway, he said contentedly that the 
house was well built in all respects.

Back from his visit that day, he said warmly to officials that his desire and determination was to help all
our people live in as good houses as the ones he saw that day, equipped with all necessary facilities 
including electric-heating system, and that leaving the village, he made up his mind over again to carry 
his determination into effect at all costs. Listening to him, the officials made a firm resolve to support 
solidly the noble intentions of the Chairman who, identifying the people’s growing welfare with his 
own pleasure, wanted to bring about a better future for them.

Noble Love for Nation

One Korea 

One year when he had an audience with some officials, General Kim Jong Il, a peerless great man, 
referred to the need to get a clear understanding of who is to blame for Korea’s territorial division with 
a view to working out a correct strategy for its reunification. He gave them detailed accounts of the 
historical course of the country’s division.

He stated that the damnable 38th Parallel which severs Korea into two parts came into being owing to 
the wild ambition of the US imperialists to hold sway over Korea and dominate the world and the 
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compromise made between the big countries concerned which flagrantly trampled upon the legitimate 
rights to independence of the Korean people.

He proceeded to say that the US imperialists are the mastermind for the national division of the country
and an enemy to the Korean people who stands against Korea’s reunification, expressing his firm 
determination that the score should be settled with them in order to solve the problem of the country’s 
reunification once and for all.

One day the following year he said while giving instructions on the country’s reunification: Korea 
should be on all accounts reunified; I have always thought of one Korea, not two Koreas; The Korean 
nation is like an organism that cannot survive when chopped into two; Korea is not two but will be one 
forever; and Korea is one—this is my firm conviction.

His conviction of one Korea infuses into all the Korean people an ardent desire for national 
reunification decades after decades.

National Pride

One day in 1987 Kim Jong Il had lunch with some officials. It was Chusok or Harvest Moon Day (the 
fifteenth day of the eighth month by the lunar calendar), so the officials decided to prepare for cake 
made of fresh glutinous rice.

Informed of this fact, Kim Jong Il asked them if they knew how many kinds of rice cakes there are in 
the country. But they gave him no definite answer. Kim Jong Il explained: Rice cake, one of the 
traditional foods of our people, is diverse in kind, pleasing to see, highly nutritive and tasty; this can be 
accounted for by glutinous-rice cake favoured by our people; it can be prepared by white glutinous rice,
foxtail and millet according to its kneading materials and be dressed with mashed sesame, bean, red 
bean and chestnut according to the features of its coating materials; and we should naturally take pride 
in that we have a variety of national foods.

Sadang Dance

On March 5, 1970, Kim Jong Il watched the rehearsal for a song and dance performance to mark the 
60th anniversary of the International Women’s Day at the Pyongyang Grand Theatre together with 
some officials and artistic creators.

After the rehearsal was over, he asked an official why Sadang Dance was excluded in its programme. 
The official answered that it was a superficial dance performed in temples. Hearing him out, Kim Jong 
Il said with a smile: In our country in feudal days there were a certain group of people who roamed 
about, singing songs and playing dances in courtyards to make their living; in those days people called 
them Sadang; the Sadang Dance has no set pattern; it is danced extemporaneously and with dexterous 
movements; and it is simple yet beautiful and full of national feelings.

His remarks left the officials dumbfounded and embarrassed, because they had until then thought that 
the word Sadang refers to temple. He calmed down the officials and creators saying: If calling the 
dance the Sadang Dance does not easily make you understood, you may call it trio dance; as this dance 



does not contain any ideological and thematical contents but is no other than an entertaining dance, you
had better call it trio dance; and you should include the trio dance in the programme of the forthcoming
performance and stage it with the previously-prepared dancers.

As a result, the Sadang Dance which had been on the verge of eclipse with the lapse of time newly 
presented itself as a trio dance.

For the People’s Welfare (2)

The Best News

One April day in 2001 Kim Jong Il visited a fish farm. Looking round the terraced breeding ponds of 
the farm in a valley, he acquainted himself in detail with the yields of fish and all other things. Every 
fishpond teemed with rainbow trouts. Surveying the charming scene of the farm, he beamed with 
delight. One of the farm’s managerial staff told him they had supplied rainbow trouts to the people in 
the district to their great joy. He was so pleased at this that he said over and over again that it was the 
best of all latest news to him.

For the People’s Welfare (1)

Kim Jong Il’s View of Happiness

One day in December 1998 General Kim Jong Il had a talk with the officials close to him. “The 
officials’ joy lies in doing something good for the people. My pleasure always goes with the people’s 
welfare. I give on-site guidance at various sectors including army units, factories and other enterprises 
almost everyday, and it is just for the sake of the people’s happiness. Never once have I thought of my 
field trips as trying. Whenever I hear of people better off, I forget my fatigue and feel my spirits rise. 
My pleasure is in the people’s pleasure and my happiness in the people’s happiness. You officials 
should be aware of my thoughts and work hard with me for the people.”

Kim Jong Il and CNC (7)

The practical stage

General Kim Jong Il rushed forward for a bright future without any hesitation. Now the sampling stage 
had to pass into the practical stage. Here are some simple facts that show how the early days of the 
progress of the introduction of CNC went by.

July 18, 2002

He said to a senior official, “That factory has set up the general direction office in it, but it is of 
little use in its production control. Looking around the factory today, I thought I would say a 
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word about it to the managing staff of the factory, but seeing that they were working hard to 
rebuild their factory, I withheld it. That office is only to keep up appearance. They should go 
about CNC.”

February 4, 2003

“Dear General, we have installed a CNC turning lathe and a CNC vertical lathe and they work 
admirably.”

“Good. You go ahead expanding your achievements along that line.”

July 3, 2003

He had a talk with the general manager of a machine-building factory.

“Dear General, this is an electric-wire discharge machine.”

“I’ve seen ‘Ryonha machines’ in other factories, too. You’ve done well. I’m now convinced that 
we are fully capable of doing everything with machines of our own make.”

December 10, 2003

He gave a phone call to a senior official. “What about the re-equipment of the factory?”

“Dear General, the general manager of the factory says they would manage to introduce CNC with the 
factory’s own funds.”

“We can’t wait until the factory makes enough money to replace its equipments. Let’s make 
necessary investments in the factory.”

Kim Jong Il devoted all his energies to the modernization of the industrial establishments across the 
country along CNC lines.

Kim Jong Il and CNC (6)

The sampling stage

One day he was holding a field discussion with officials at a factory about the introduction of CNC. He 
said, “Told to introduce CNC, all are coming out for it. But I think we can’t go with 
equalitarianism. So, we should fix trial and model units concentrating investments on them and 
generalize their experiences. In this way we have to create trial and model units. We can surely 
get through it. As we have a powerful sci-tech force, we can tackle it fearlessly.” With this, he 
looked round at the officials present, uttering in an undertone, “The point is which factories we 
should set as trial units.” All the officials were brooding over the question, when the General 
resumed, “I think we’ll do well to start with this factory. The introduction of CNC will make it 
possible to raise the quality of the products while saving labour. It’s profitable in many ways.”
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“Oh, yes. We’ll do it briskly,” exclaimed the officials of the factory in delight that their factory was 
designated as the pioneer.

In deep retrospect on the path traversed by the Korean machine-building industry, he went on to say, 
“Presumably, it was between the late 1980s and the early 1990s that the CNC technique caught 
global attention. In former days our technicians who saw CNC machine-tools had little interest in
them or did not think them marvellous. But after experiencing hardships during the ‘Arduous 
March’ and witnessing the social trend of the IT era, they became awakened to the need of 
technical modernization.”

This was a plain analysis and estimation of the past and present reality of the Korean mechanical 
engineering.

After a while he said with a smile, “So, we are now in the sampling stage.”

Sampling stage!     

Kim Jong Il and CNC (5)

Introduce CNC and there’ll be no reject!

Once General Kim Jong Il visited a machine-building factory. He asked the operator of a machine, 
“What is the percentage of the rejects?” “It’s five percent.” At this, a cloud passed over the face of the 
General. He said, “Five percent is too much. Steel is produced with difficulty. So, there must be no 
reject.” Turning to his retinue, he went on to say, “With old techniques they cannot avoid rejects. This 
is the CNC era. CNC technology should be introduced without fail. Only then will there be no rejected 
products.”

Kim Jong Il and CNC (4)

The Car Running through the Snowstorm

One day Kim Jong Il got on his car, shut the door silently and told his driver to start. The snowstorm 
was howling outside, and inside he was engrossed in deep thought. “What about the nation’s treasury?”
he asked himself—a heart-breaking question he repeated to himself. He had decided to spend what 
little was left in the national treasury for the CNC project of the nation.

Later he recalled, “At the moment I remembered what President Kim Il Sung had said when the 
country was engaged in the postwar rehabilitation and reconstruction. When factionalists were 
arguing the nation could not earn bread from machinery, the President confidently stated that 
they could earn bread, clothing and whatever they wanted from it. Remembering his words I 
decided to be adamant about my determination to allocate the valuable fund to the CNC 
project.”

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7493
http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7494


One July day in 2010, a dozen years after he took the decision of crucial importance, he told the story 
to some officials, saying, “In our country Jagang Province was the first to introduce the CNC 
technology. Chollima was born in Kangson, and the CNC project came from Jagang Province.”

His journey to the province through the snowstorm was followed by a new event. On August 31, 1998, 
an artificial earth satellite Kwangmyongsong 1 was launched. It went into orbit precisely carried by a 
multi-stage delivery rocket. All the parts of the rocket were impossible without CNC-equipped 
machines. High-performance multi-axis CNC machines instead of general-purpose standard ones were 
needed in their processing. Korea’s CNC technology had close links with Kwangmyongsong 1. With 
the launch of the first man-made satellite the country’s high technology made a big stride forward. The 
Korean-style CNC technology underpins the launch of the satellite which laid a new orbit of 
development for the nation with a 5 000-year-long history. Likewise, the socialist economy of Korea is 
steadily getting on the footing of the CNC technology.

Kim Jong Il and CNC (3)

Ushering in the Dawn

General Kim Jong Il’s plan to usher in the dawn of a thriving nation was being ripened along with the 
three letters of CNC. He decided that to put the nation’s machine building industry on a new phase was 
a matter of critical importance in the building of a thriving nation. Inspecting large and small machine 
factories around the country he keenly felt the need to renovate the country’s machine building industry
in keeping with the demand of the new era. In the DPRK the machine industry was founded from 
scratch only after national liberation from the Japanese imperialists’ military rule in August 1945. It 
rose up again in the ravages of the Korean war (June 1950–July 1953) and years later successfully 
produced 10 000 machine tools. It went through technical renovation in part in the 1960s and 1970s, 
but the machines and equipment were far lagging behind the demand of the times. Understanding the 
situation Kim Jong Il told officials concerned that the nation could hardly make a step forward without 
rebuilding the machine industry and that the basic task in refashioning the industry was to introduce the
CNC technology on a full scale. His idea was that Korea should be a thriving country, that building an 
economic giant was of great importance in the effort, that the CNC technology should be introduced 
across the country, and that only when the national economy was put on a CNC basis would the nation 
be able to produce more material wealth by less resources, less manpower and less energy. From 1998 
he suggested special directions and tasks for the CNC project while inspecting different machine 
factories. The gist of his instruction was: Proper stages should be fixed if the CNC project is to be 
successful in the near future; it is important to properly fix the units to be equipped with the 
technology; it is necessary to properly fix the model unit of the introduction of the technology and 
expand the project by generalizing the experience; it is necessary to build up the staff of the unit that 
will assume the function of looking after the effort professionally and improve its role steadily.
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Kim Jong Il and CNC (1)

In Front of the First CNC Machines

On April 29, 1995, General Kim Jong Il’s car ran at full speed along a suburban road in Pyongyang. 
Presently the car entered the compound of a factory situated in a valley in verdure with all kinds of full-
bloomed flowers including azalea and royal azalea. The General went into a building in which stood 
two machines in the hall.

Approaching the machines, he asked, “These are CNC machines, aren’t they?” They were four-axis 
electric wire discharge machines based on CNC technology. With keen interest in the new machines, he
asked again who had made them. Hearing they had been manufactured by the Ryonha Machine 
development group, he smiled brightly.

The national leader organized the group on July 15, 1992 involving researchers of Kim Chaek 
University of Technology and technicians of the local factory and suggested naming the CNC machines
they would develop Ryonha Machine. The group had since made strenuous efforts for years and 
successfully made new machines.

That day Kim Jong Il was wearing full smile on his face all the time studying valuable CNC machines 
developed for the first time in Korea.

Cotton Flower

One day in September 1969, Kim Jong Il was visiting a cotton field at a farm. As he looked round the 
fields, he expressed his satisfaction at the good cotton crop and asked the officials to name the flowers 
they liked best.

One by one they named the flowers they liked, such as the azalea, lily bell and rose, saying that they 
liked beautiful and fragrant flowers.

After listening to what they said, he commented:

Of course, people are fond of beautiful and fragrant flowers. True, as you mentioned, we love roses 
because they look beautiful and smell fragrant. However, there is a flower more beautiful than the rose.
It is the cotton flower. I love it.

That evening, after they all returned to their lodgings, an official, who was still doubtful, asked him if 
he really loved the cotton flower.

Smiling, he said that as he may not understand him if he simply answered, he would ask him first. 
Imagine there are two persons, he said; the first one looks beautiful and perfume surrounds him, but he 
is not faithful to his job and seeks only his personal interests; the second works conscientiously whether
he is seen or not although he is not so good-looking and does not wear perfume; so, who do you prefer?

“I prefer the second one,” said the official carelessly.
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Kim Jong Il said that he was right, and went on.

In our socialist society in which people are striving under the slogan “One for all and all for one!” a 
beautiful man is one who works faithfully for his country and fellow people. No one hates a good 
appearance and the smell of perfume. However, if he is not loved by the people, he looks ugly and 
disgusting. That is why there is a proverb which says, “Better a good heart than a fair face.” If I 
compare the two men to flowers, the first one can be likened to a rose and the second to a cotton 
flower. The rose is planted for ornamental purposes, but nothing is left after its flowers are gone. 
However, the cotton flower leaves cotton, though it is not as fragrant and beautiful as the rose.

Kim Jong Il continued:

“Although cotton is so useful, its flower does not show off to people. Instead, it bows its head as if 
very shy. I feel more attached to it and greater affection for it because it refrains from being 
showy, despite all the benefits it brings to people.”

To V. I. Lenin

On August 4, 2001, Kim Jong Il visited the Lenin Mausoleum on Red Square in Moscow, an event that 
caught the attention of the international community.

During the time of the Soviet Union, Red Square had been called a sacred place of the country and the 
world revolution. It was a moral convention for party and state leaders from socialist countries visiting 
the Soviet Union to go to the mausoleum and pay their respects to Lenin, the great leader of the 
international working class and founder of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Soviet 
state.

However, following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the convention disappeared. Slander and insults 
against him were officially allowed, and attempts were even made to remove his mausoleum.

In this situation, it was no wonder the Korean officials accompanying Kim Jong Il were apprehensive 
when he said he wanted to visit the mausoleum.

However, Kim Jong Il dug his heels in. He said to the officials:

I will go to the Lenin Mausoleum during this visit to Russia no matter what anyone says. I’m going to 
the mausoleum out of the moral obligation of a genuine revolutionary to his leader. If anyone finds 
fault with my visit he will be betraying his own meanness and depravity. A jewel shines even in mud. 
The world will come to know what the noble moral obligation of a genuine revolutionary is if we visit 
the mausoleum, at a time when it is being abandoned and insulted by renegades of the revolution. We 
must visit the Lenin Mausoleum as planned, no matter what anyone else says.

When his motorcade arrived in Red Square, the Korean officials were surprised. The Russian 
government, which had not notified them until that morning of the form of reception he would receive, 
had placed a guard of honour at the mausoleum.
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In the course of the previous ten years no foreign party and state leaders had visited the Lenin 
Mausoleum and Sentry Post No.1 of the guard of honour had disappeared. Red Square had looked 
desolate. That day, however, the square was enveloped in a ceremonial mood.

Kim Jong Il slowly approached the mausoleum, a solemn look on his face. Then he stepped on the 
pavement under the midsummer sun.

In front of him were young Russian soldiers goose-stepping and carrying a wreath he had prepared.

It was only a few steps to the mausoleum, and cameramen from Russia and other countries were 
desperate to record the historic moment. Moscow, Russia and the whole world watched him, with bated
breath.

As the Russian soldiers laid the wreath and moved aside, Kim Jong Il adjusted the ribbon on the 
wreath, on which were written, “To V. I. Lenin. Kim Jong Il.”

A solemn look filled Kim Jong Il’s eyes as he paid tribute.

The world seethed with news of his visit to the mausoleum.

“August 4 is the day when the Lenin Mausoleum, subjected to humiliation from reactionaries of all 
hues, met its saviour. Comrade Kim Jong Il’s visit to the mausoleum was a great and courageous act 
which instilled in the revolutionaries of the whole world, who are fighting for socialism, inexhaustible 
strength and courage, and a historic event which confirmed their belief that only when they follow a 
man like Kim Jong Il can the socialist movement achieve certain victory.”

“The noble respect the leader of the socialist cause of the 21st century paid to the pioneer of the 
socialist cause of the 20th century is a stirring event which shows the moral obligation of Kim Jong Il 
as a leader of the cause of global independence.”

Tribute Paid on Front Line

April 15, 1997 was the 85th anniversary of Kim Il Sung’s birth.

That day, Kim Jong Il was inspecting units of the Korean People’s Army on the front line. He stopped 
in front of a broad, flat rock on Mt. Jihye. Kim Il Sung, when he went to Mt. Jihye on September 23, 
1951, during the Korean war, had spread his operations map on the rock and held a briefing with the 
commanding officers. After listening to their reports on the situation at the front, he finally confirmed 
the direction of the enemy’s main attack in their “autumn offensive.”

Kim Jong Il proceeded to the monument commemorating those events and gazed at it, deep in thought.

He then said to the commanding officers accompanying him:

“We have to spend today, April 15, at the front, so we cannot go to the Kumsusan Memorial 
Palace to pay tribute to leader Kim Il Sung. Let’s pay tribute to him in front of this monument on
Mt. Jihye.”

His entourage lined up behind Kim Jong Il.
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Then Kim Jong Il said, “Attention! Salute!”

His solemn order echoed across the mountain.

To Honour the President Forever

Nearly a month after President Kim Il Sung had passed away, Kim Jong Il visited the Kumsusan 
Assembly Hall again. He told the officials accompanying him that he had come to select a room where 
the President would be laid in his lifetime appearance.

While going round the building’s interior, he stopped in a hall named after Mt. Kumgang. The hall was 
named this because of a mural portraying the picturesque scenery of the famous mountain–majestic 
waterfalls, oddly-shaped rocks and forests ablaze with autumnal tints.

The hall had become well-known to the public through newspapers and TV broadcasts, for in this hall 
the President had met guests from at home and abroad, posing for a photograph with them and 
explaining to the foreigners the time-honoured history and beautiful landscape of Korea, as depicted in 
the mural.

Recollecting those days with deep emotion, Kim Jong Il gazed at the mural and looked around. Then he
said that he had decided that this was the most suitable place to keep the President in his lifetime 
appearance. The officials agreed, saying that he was quite right, since the hall had been the President’s 
favourite place and contained more traces of him than anywhere else. What they did not know was this 
was not his sole reason; there was something more important behind this choice.

Later he told them:

“While directing the work of building the Kumsusan Memorial Palace into the supreme 
sanctuary of Juche, I chose a room in a high location as a place to keep the President in his 
lifetime appearance. The Lenin Mausoleum stands under the rostrum of Red Square; when a 
military parade or other events are held, officials stand on the rostrum. This means they are 
standing on the Lenin Mausoleum, which is morally wrong. I chose the room in a high location so
that visitors would ascend the stone staircases leading to the room to pay homage to the 
President. It is our duty to do this, as we are all his men.”

Invariable Stand

Some time after President Kim Il Sung had passed away, a member of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea suggested to Kim Jong Il that it was high time that 
he be elected to the helm of the Party and the state.

Kim Jong Il turned down his offer, saying that he could not allow the cries of mourning to change into 
cheers.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7537
http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?leader2+5+7538


He said:

“A communist should seek satisfaction in waging the revolution, regardless of his post. I have 
always considered myself to be one of Kim Il Sung’s men. I will carry forward and accomplish 
his revolutionary cause as his loyal man, just as I did in his lifetime.”

He remained thoughtful for a while and recalled how Khrushchev and other revisionists had tarnished 
their moral obligation as revolutionaries.

Khrushchev had lauded Stalin as an “immortal genius” when he was alive, claiming to be his “faithful 
disciple” and cheering him louder than anybody else. After Stalin’s death, however, having taken the 
helm of the party and state through intrigue, he began slinging mud at his predecessor, calling him a 
“cruel dictator” and “tyrant.” He debased Stalin’s achievements in socialist construction and the victory
in the anti-fascist war, on the pretext of “opposing the personality cult.” His gang of modern 
revisionists changed the names of cities, factories, enterprises, rural communes and streets named after 
Stalin, pulled down the monuments to his exploits and even cremated his corpse, which had been lying 
in his lifetime appearance in Red Square. Modern social democrats have been more frenzied than 
modern revisionists in slandering their former leaders and obliterating their achievements; while the 
latter attacked Stalin mainly under the veil of advocating Leninist principles, the former lifted the veil 
itself to defame Marx, Engels and Lenin, to say nothing of Stalin.

Kim Jong Il confessed that he felt heart-broken when he recollected these episodes.

He told the official in a resolute voice that instead of concentrating on the formation of a new 
leadership, they should think about how to safeguard the revolutionary cause of Juche pioneered by 
President Kim Il Sung and carry it forward successfully, and that they must only follow the road of 
revolution that he had travelled and concentrate all their efforts on carrying out his cause.

Prisoners Repatriated

When Napoleon’s army retreated from Moscow, they left behind some soldiers who were being held 
captive in Russia. Later, Russia notified France that it could take the POWs back, but the newly 
installed Bourbon dynasty refused the offer. The soldiers spent nearly 30 years in prison and, after their 
release, lived in misery tilling the site of the destroyed prison and yearning for their native land.

This is a tragic episode in history.

A contrasting scene unfolded in Korea. Sixty-three prisoners who had refused to be converted during 
many decades spent imprisoned in south Korea, returned to the north.

One day in February 1994, one year after the return of Ri In Mo, an unconverted long-term prisoner, 
had caught the attention of the world, Kim Jong Il told an official that all the remaining unconverted 
long-term prisoners should be brought back from the south. Noting that the previous year he had 
assigned the task of drawing up a list of their names and addresses, he said that there was no match in 
human history for the revolutionaries who remained unconverted for 30 to 40 years in prison, and that 
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such people could only be nurtured by the Workers’ Party of Korea. He added that he regarded their 
repatriation as a matter of his revolutionary obligation to his men, who had served the Party faithfully 
on the road of revolution, and as an expression of his affection for them.

In the following years he would often recall the prisoners in their misery, and had measures taken to 
make their return possible.

In June 2000, when the historic inter-Korean summit took place to discuss issues related to national 
reunification, he resolved once and for all to bring back the patriotic fighters.

Inside the car taking them to the Mokran House for a banquet after one-on-one talks lasting four hours, 
Kim Dae Jung requested the settlement of the issue of “separated families.” Kim Jong Il said that the 
north would send 100 people to Seoul as a group of separated family members and their relatives to 
mark August 15, Korea’s liberation day, that year, and the south should do the same. He went on that in
return, the south should send the unconverted long-term prisoners back to the north. On the way back 
from the banquet he again raised the issue with the south Korean president.

As a result, the issue was included as an article in the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration adopted at
the summit.

Although their repatriation was now only a matter of time, Kim Jong Il was still concerned. He told the 
officials that when they were brought back, they should be given the best treatment and considerable 
publicity.

On September 2, 2000, his long-awaited men, 63 in all, returned to the north. They were awarded the 
title of Hero of the DPRK and the National Reunification Prize, and provided with the finest living 
conditions. When one of them had a daughter, Kim Jong Il named her Chuk Bok, which means 
Blessing in Korean.

Don’t Forget the Martyrs

In September 1998, on his way back from an inspection of frontline military units, Kim Jong Il visited 
the Patriotic Martyrs Cemetery on the outskirts of Pyongyang.

He toured the tombs one by one, looking in particular at the photographic images carved on the 
tombstones.

“Here I can see all the unforgettable people. It seems that every one of them has come back to 
life. Their photographs look good,” Kim Jong Il commented with satisfaction.

Saying that it might take a long time but he would see all the martyrs’ images, he inspected all the 
remaining tombs which were arranged in tiers. In front of one tomb he recollected that the man had 
contributed a great deal to strengthening and developing the revolutionary armed forces, and seeing 
another, praised him for his great service to construction, especially in the capital city.

He stopped for a while before each tomb as if he was having a personal conversation with the martyrs.
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He said in a hoarse voice that they had been boundlessly faithful to the Party and the revolution and it 
was heartbreaking to think that they had died so early when still in their prime.

He continued examining other photographs. Dusk fell, but he was reluctant to leave. He examined them
with the help of his car’s headlights.

He went down the stairs to leave and stopped again, saying, “Today, having looked round the 
Patriotic Martyrs Cemetery, I regret to see that there are some martyrs missing. All the martyrs 
who lived an honourable life for the Party and the leader should be buried in this cemetery.”

He then mentioned the names of some officials who had been faithful to the revolution to the last 
moment of their lives, and advised that their remains be moved to the cemetery and tombstones with 
their photographs carved on them, erected. He stressed that the Party and the people would always 
remember the great achievements they had made for the independence and reunification of the country 
and socialist construction.

On his return from the cemetery, he met some officials and said pleasantly that the cemetery, with the 
martyrs’ photographs carved on the tombstones, had taken on a new appearance.

Then he asked, “Have you all been there?”

The officials were struck dumb at this question.

“Well, we were too busy …” said one of them, trailing off.

Kim Jong Il’s smile faded. He reproved them for not visiting the cemetery even after being informed 
that photographic images of the martyrs had been carved on the tombstones, and accused them of 
lacking a sense of revolutionary obligation and comradely love. He pointed out that they should never 
forget the patriotic martyrs who had devoted themselves to the liberation of the country, socialist 
construction and national reunification.

He went on:

Korean revolutionaries value their revolutionary obligations more than their lives. We achieved single-
hearted unity and created the glorious history of the Korean revolution on the strength of this noble 
sense of moral obligation. Our Party is strong and our revolution is invincible because we have 
inherited and developed the brilliant tradition of revolutionary obligations created by President Kim Il 
Sung.

By now, the officials were looking embarrassed. He said:

“All of you should visit the Patriotic Martyrs Cemetery. Your comrades there would be happy to 
see you.”



Attending a Medical Operation for a Veteran

One autumn day an anti-Japanese war veteran was rushed to hospital. Diagnosed with cancer, he was in
a critical condition. The doctors said he would have to undergo emergency surgery. Hearing that an 
operation was the only way to save the patient, Kim Jong Il advised the doctors to go ahead.

However, the results of a pre-operation examination were not good. The patient’s vital signs suggested 
that there was little chance of the operation being a success.

Just then Kim Jong Il entered the operating theatre, and said that he would attend the operation on 
behalf of the patient’s family and the Party Central Committee.

He moved closer to the patient and consoled him, saying that he should not worry as he would be with 
him throughout. Holding the patient’s hands, he asked him to squeeze his hand if he was in pain, and 
reassured him that he would not leave him.

The old man clasping the leader’s hands looked like a child groping for his mother. Gently, his eyes 
closed.

Time passed, and to the surgeons’ surprise, all his vital signs gradually stopped fluctuating and went 
back to normal. It was as if the patient’s psychological worries had ceased as a result of the leader’s 
presence.

And so the operation began. Initially expected to last a couple of hours, it took more than five hours. 
Kim Jong Il remained beside the patient holding his hands, sweating as much as the doctors did.

At long last the veteran’s life was saved.

This is not the end of the story. Some time later, he was sent abroad for a second operation. It, too, was 
successful.

After convalescing for five months abroad, he returned on a special plane sent by the leader. On the 
way from the airport he thought he would go home and change his clothes before seeing the leader. So, 
he was surprised to see Kim Jong Il outside his house. Kim Jong Il greeted him and asked if he was all 
right. He explained that he had intended to go to the airport, but had waited there as he was afraid there 
would be nobody to greet him at his home after such a long time away.

Then he continued:

“I attended the first operation here, but not the second one in the foreign country. Instead, while 
you were undergoing the operation, I was kept informed of the progress. As far as I remember, 
your temperature at the time of the operation rose slightly, to 37.6 degrees.”

The old man realized that the leader had been with him during the second operation, too.

Tears gathered in the eyes of the stout-hearted war veteran.
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Through a Downpour

One night in May 1981, Kim Jong Il, when he was at his lodgings in a provincial area, was informed 
that Sim Chang Wan had died of a heart attack.

The sad news came as a shock to the leader.

Sim had accompanied him to open up a tourist path up the famous Mt. Myohyang. He had led the way 
up the mountain, determined to realize the leader’s intention of making the picturesque resort freely 
accessible.

But on the last leg of the mountaineering he had collapsed and slipped into a coma. Holding the 
unconscious man by his head and supporting it on his lap, Kim Jong Il cried, “Sim, what should I do 
if you collapse here? Pull yourself together.” 

He was rushed to a hospital in Pyongyang.

Kim Jong Il recollected the man who had often pledged that he would never leave his side.

The leader refused to eat as he waited for news from Pyongyang. But the man eventually died.

It was raining outside and the thick trees were swaying in the wind. He unhooked his collar and flung 
the windows open. The rain slapped into his whole body, but he stood there. He stayed awake all night.

At dawn, when an official came to his room, Kim Jong Il said they should cancel all their engagements 
for the day and return to Pyongyang, as he would feel slightly better if he attended the funeral.

The official was perturbed. Owing to severe flooding caused by the torrential rain that had lasted 
throughout the night, the river had swollen and submerged the bridge on the way to Pyongyang.

The official advised leaving for Pyongyang the next morning.

But Kim Jong Il insisted. “No, I must go. Sim Chang Wan is lying dead. Please inquire if there is 
an alternative route.”

The official said that there was one, but with a railway bridge on the way.

Kim Jong Il did not relent. “Is that so? Let’s go across the bridge. A revolutionary soldier, who was 
so loyal to the Party, is lying dead, and there is no reason for us to hesitate about crossing a 
railway bridge to see him. Let’s go.”

He and his party left. They had covered four kilometres when they saw a narrow railway bridge.

Glancing down into the violent muddy stream, the officials felt dizzy and stepped back.

They tried to dissuade Kim Jong Il by blocking his way, but he walked through them to the bridge, 
saying that they should follow him carefully. They picked their way over the sleepers behind him.

After several anxious moments they reached the other side of the river. Kim Jong Il urged his entourage
to hurry up.
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Not long after, the road ahead was again cut by flooding. Nothing could be seen above the water but a 
railway embankment. Without a moment’s hesitation, he headed for the embankment, which led to 
Pyongyang.

He was talking to himself fretfully that it was unbelievable that the man had died so easily and that 
human life could be so unpredictable. Bitter tears were rolling down his cheeks. Kim Jong Il walked on
through the downpour along railways and footpaths and even across maize fields.

They had covered scores of kilometres when they saw the headlights of a car approaching them in the 
distance. It was nearly 10 pm.

Upon arriving in Pyongyang, Kim Jong Il visited the bier of the deceased. The man was lying as if in a 
deep sleep. Kim Jong Il stood for a long time beside him, watching his face from tearful eyes.

Respected Mentor

President Kim Il Sung wrote in his memoirs With the Century:

“A man who has a mentor he can recollect throughout his life is truly a happy man.”

The President often recollected his boyhood mentor Shang Yue, who had taught him literature at Yuwen
Middle School in Jilin, China.

Kim Jong Il also had his mentor, whom he had still recalled several decades after he left Kim Il Sung 
University.

Early in January 1995, when asking an official about the university, he recalled a particular professor. 
He said that he was one of the leading professors in the Economics Faculty, and added that several days
earlier he had seen him on TV, looking old.

He paused for a moment as if to picture the grey-haired professor in his mind, and then called him his 
respected mentor.

He turned to the official and continued:

I am also a human being. Men should respect their mentors. I’m going to send the old professor a gold 
watch inscribed with President Kim Il Sung’s autograph as a present for the New Year.

He then asked the official to convey the watch and his best regards to the professor.

A few days later, a ceremony for conveying the leader’s present to the elderly professor took place at 
Kim Il Sung University.

At the ceremony, the professor said tearfully, “From olden times a man who burns with passion, like a 
candle, for the sake of the younger generation, has been called a mentor. General Kim Jong Il is the 
benevolent father and a great mentor who takes good care of all the people in the country. I am the 
happiest man in the world because I am an educator living in the memory of the great mentor.”
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My Sons and Daughters

His Determination

One day Kim Jong Il visited a village of newly-built modern dwelling houses at a cooperative farm in a
province. He entered a house and stepped into a room, where he personally touched the floor to see if it
was warm and then let an attendant to switch on the TV to know whether it was in good order. After 
inspecting all parts of the house including the wide kitchen and hallway, he said contentedly that the 
house was well built in all respects.

Back from his visit that day, he said warmly to officials that his desire and determination was to help all
our people live in as good houses as the ones he saw that day, equipped with all necessary facilities 
including electric-heating system, and that leaving the village, he made up his mind over again to carry 
his determination into effect at all costs. Listening to him, the officials made a firm resolve to support 
solidly the noble intentions of the Chairman who, identifying the people’s growing welfare with his 
own pleasure, wanted to bring about a better future for them.

Saeppyol

The Best News

One April day in 2001 Kim Jong Il visited a fish farm. Looking round the terraced breeding ponds of 
the farm in a valley, he acquainted himself in detail with the yields of fish and all other things. Every 
fishpond teemed with rainbow trouts. Surveying the charming scene of the farm, he beamed with 
delight. One of the farm’s managerial staff told him they had supplied rainbow trouts to the people in 
the district to their great joy. He was so pleased at this that he said over and over again that it was the 
best of all latest news to him.

A Girl in Spring

One day in July 2008 Kim Jong Il was enjoying a performance given by the visiting N. S. Nadezhdina 
State Beryozka Dance Troupe of Russia. He spoke highly of the dance troupe, which was headed by 
Mira Koltsova.

In a conversation with the leading members of the dance troupe, he recollected Koltsova’s role in A 
Girl in Spring. He said that he would soon arrange for the film to be broadcast on TV, and urged them 
to watch it while they were in Pyongyang.

The star of the film, now old, could not believe her ears. The film had been popular once, but had been 
largely forgotten after the downfall of socialism in her country. There were few who could remember 
her role in the movie, and it was little more than a distant memory even for the old heroine. It seemed 
to her that she was returning to her youth several decades back.
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Soon afterwards, the film was screened twice on Pyongyang TV. Seeing herself in her prime, the old 
woman felt as if she was in a dream.

Later, at another meeting with Kim Jong Il, she told him tearfully that although she would be 70 within 
a few years, she still wanted him to remember her as the heroine of A Girl in Spring, adding that she 
still kept her Communist Party membership card.

She is now working to sustain the heritage of the traditional culture of Russia. And she brings her dance
troupe to Korea almost every year.

Naming a Baby

The practical stage

General Kim Jong Il rushed forward for a bright future without any hesitation. Now the sampling stage 
had to pass into the practical stage. Here are some simple facts that show how the early days of the 
progress of the introduction of CNC went by.

July 18, 2002

He said to a senior official, “That factory has set up the general direction office in it, but it is of 
little use in its production control. Looking around the factory today, I thought I would say a 
word about it to the managing staff of the factory, but seeing that they were working hard to 
rebuild their factory, I withheld it. That office is only to keep up appearance. They should go 
about CNC.”

February 4, 2003

“Dear General, we have installed a CNC turning lathe and a CNC vertical lathe and they work 
admirably.”

“Good. You go ahead expanding your achievements along that line.”

July 3, 2003

He had a talk with the general manager of a machine-building factory.

“Dear General, this is an electric-wire discharge machine.”

“I’ve seen ‘Ryonha machines’ in other factories, too. You’ve done well. I’m now convinced that 
we are fully capable of doing everything with machines of our own make.”

December 10, 2003

He gave a phone call to a senior official. “What about the re-equipment of the factory?”

“Dear General, the general manager of the factory says they would manage to introduce CNC with the 
factory’s own funds.”
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“We can’t wait until the factory makes enough money to replace its equipments. Let’s make 
necessary investments in the factory.”

Kim Jong Il devoted all his energies to the modernization of the industrial establishments across the 
country along CNC lines.

Compatriotic Affection across the Barrier of National Division

The sampling stage

One day he was holding a field discussion with officials at a factory about the introduction of CNC. He 
said, “Told to introduce CNC, all are coming out for it. But I think we can’t go with 
equalitarianism. So, we should fix trial and model units concentrating investments on them and 
generalize their experiences. In this way we have to create trial and model units. We can surely 
get through it. As we have a powerful sci-tech force, we can tackle it fearlessly.” With this, he 
looked round at the officials present, uttering in an undertone, “The point is which factories we 
should set as trial units.” All the officials were brooding over the question, when the General 
resumed, “I think we’ll do well to start with this factory. The introduction of CNC will make it 
possible to raise the quality of the products while saving labour. It’s profitable in many ways.”

“Oh, yes. We’ll do it briskly,” exclaimed the officials of the factory in delight that their factory was 
designated as the pioneer.

In deep retrospect on the path traversed by the Korean machine-building industry, he went on to say, 
“Presumably, it was between the late 1980s and the early 1990s that the CNC technique caught 
global attention. In former days our technicians who saw CNC machine-tools had little interest in
them or did not think them marvellous. But after experiencing hardships during the ‘Arduous 
March’ and witnessing the social trend of the IT era, they became awakened to the need of 
technical modernization.”

This was a plain analysis and estimation of the past and present reality of the Korean mechanical 
engineering.

After a while he said with a smile, “So, we are now in the sampling stage.”

Sampling stage!

Leaving a Page Blank

Introduce CNC and there’ll be no reject!

Once General Kim Jong Il visited a machine-building factory. He asked the operator of a machine, 
“What is the percentage of the rejects?” “It’s five percent.” At this, a cloud passed over the face of the 
General. He said, “Five percent is too much. Steel is produced with difficulty. So, there must be no 
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reject.” Turning to his retinue, he went on to say, “With old techniques they cannot avoid rejects. This 
is the CNC era. CNC technology should be introduced without fail. Only then will there be no rejected 
products.”

High-End Medical Equipment

Late in June 1981 Kim Jong Il, while giving field guidance at Hamhung, visited the newly built South 
Hamgyong Provincial Preventive Dental Hospital.

In a treatment room, he saw an all-purpose dentist’s chair. Touring the rest of the hospital, he said that 
no such modern dental hospital had yet been built in Pyongyang, and that having built this hospital in 
Hamhung, a city populated by a large number of workers, was something truly praiseworthy.

An official told him that foreign experts wondered why Korea was buying facilities for a local hospital 
which were used only for a king or a president in other countries.

Kim Jong Il exclaimed that there was no king in Korea; in Korea the people were the masters, and that 
the working people were entitled to use such equipment.

Since then the hospital has given dental treatment to many, many people.

Light of Affection

Once a cavalcade of cars, including one carrying Kim Jong Il, was driving to the front line. The 
cavalcade reached the Mujigae Tunnel on the road between Pyongyang and Wonsan.

Inside the tunnel the soldiers of the Korean People’s Army seconded to repair the tunnel were sitting in 
their platoons or squads, eating.

Kim Jong Il, worried that his cars might disturb them, ordered a halt in the middle of the tunnel. The 
cavalcade stopped. As the headlights of the cars went out, the soldiers shouted, “Turn on the lights!” 
They seemed to prefer the car headlights to the electric lights hanging from the tunnel ceiling.

Bewildered by their reaction, the officials were made to leave their cars to seek an explanation.

But Kim Jong Il held them back, urging them to grant their request, as they would be surprised if they 
knew his identity.

After a moment, light streamed into the tunnel from the cars, brightening up the poorly-lit interior.

The soldiers burst out shouting and laughing with joy.

Time passed, and the officials suggested to Kim Jong Il that they leave. But he said they should keep 
the lights on until the soldiers’ meal was over and that if they left immediately, it would cause them 
inconvenience.
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Only later did the soldiers learn that the man who had done them this favour was their Supreme 
Commander Kim Jong Il.

Pomhyanggi Cosmetics

On March 8, 2008, the East Pyongyang Grand Theatre was filled with excitement.

Kim Jong Il, along with deputies to the Supreme People’s Assembly, senior officials of the Democratic 
Women’s Union, writers, journalists, newsreaders, creative workers and artistes–all of them female–
was enjoying a performance in celebration of International Women’s Day.

When the performance was over and Kim Jong Il left the theatre, an official mounted the stage and 
announced that Kim Jong Il had sent all the entertainers and audience gifts, and that a conferment 
ceremony would soon begin.

The news took the audience by surprise. Gifts even to us? We have just enjoyed an art performance. It 
would be all right for the performers, since they must have gone to a lot of trouble.

At the ceremony gifts consisting of a set of high-end Pomhyanggi cosmetics and several kinds of 
foodstuffs were handed to each of the more than one thousand performers and members of the 
audience.

But they did not know how the gifts had been prepared. Late one evening several days previously, Kim 
Jong Il had asked about the production capacity of the Sinuiju Cosmetics Factory, and said:

“I’m happy to hear the factory can produce 1 500 sets of Pomhyanggi cosmetics by tomorrow. I 
need them for International Women’s Day.”

Then he called an official and said that the cosmetics should be transported to Pyongyang by train 
because they might be broken if they were transported by truck or bus.

Just before the International Women’s Day performance started, Kim Jong Il had said to an official that 
he would give the gifts to the male performers as well; as this would make their wives very happy.

A Hot Spring

One day in July 1976, Kim Jong Il, having just enjoyed the sunrise over Mt. Paektu, told his officials 
that he would visit the Naegok Hot Spring.

The officials were at a loss what to do, because if he left for the hot spring at once, he would miss his 
breakfast.

When an official asked him to leave for the hot spring after having breakfast in Samjiyon, Kim Jong Il 
said that after climbing Mt. Paektu, he was ready to miss several meals.

He told another official, one who was quick on his feet:
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You take the lead. Let us hurry to the hot spring and look around. It would be good for us to do 
something else for the people’s benefit before we leave for Pyongyang. Don’t worry about me. The 
Naegok Hot Spring contains various medicinal elements. I would be very happy if we build a 
sanatorium so that people can relax there and visitors to Mt. Paektu can bathe there on their way back 
home.

So he went to the hot spring without having breakfast.

He tested the water’s temperature and amount with his hand and then looked around the area. He 
explained how a modern sanitarium and recreational facilities could be built.

Just then, a train loaded with logs passed through the village, whistling loudly. Kim Jong Il stopped 
speaking and watched the train disappearing round a mountain bend. Then he said that the village must 
be quiet for the patients receiving medical treatment and the railway prevented this. So, the railway 
should be moved.

The village was surrounded on all sides by mountains, so moving the railway would involve digging a 
tunnel 400-500 metres long. But Kim Jong Il stressed that however hard the task might be, the railway 
must be moved, for the sake of those who would be enjoying the hot spring.

Later the railway was moved, and the village, once noisy with train traffic, was filled with laughter.

Apologize to the Workers!

On December 24, 2008, during a visit to the Chollima Steel Complex Kim Jong Il stopped at the 
smelters’ canteen.

He said he was pleased to see that mineral water as well as nutritious foods was served to the workers.

Suddenly, pulling a face, he commented that the temperature in the canteen was low and he felt cold. 
Then he said:

“It’s no use the workers eating in such a cold place, however good the foods are. You are wrong 
not to have done anything even though you must have seen the workers eating in this cold room.”

The officials had considered the workers to be lucky to have nutritious foods at a time when everything
was in short supply, and had paid little attention to the low temperature in the canteen.

Kim Jong Il said that the manager and the chief secretary of the Party committee of the complex should
gather the workers and apologize to them for their mistake and ensure that the temperature in the 
canteen was raised to an acceptable level before New Year’s Day.

A Fisherwoman Rescued

One winter night, a young fisherwoman was reported missing off the west coast of Korea.
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Together with other villagers, she had gone to the tidal flat to collect shellfish at low tide. She had been 
so absorbed in what she was doing that she failed to notice the tide rising. By the evening she was 
trapped and was drifting helplessly out to sea. The villagers on the shore called her name anxiously and
searched for her with torches, and several vessels put to sea to rescue her, but they could not see 
anything in the darkness.

Informed of the developments, Kim Jong Il immediately organized a search and rescue operation; he 
mobilized the Korean People’s Army, and dispatched officials from the Party Central Committee to the 
place to oversee the rescue operation. He also ordered the emergency mobilization of the units and 
coast guards of the KPA near the village. The unprecedented rescue operation was conducted in a three-
dimensional way–on land, at sea and in the air. However, there seemed there was little chance of 
rescuing the girl in the dead of night on the rough sea. The long night passed, and the following day 
dawned.

Kim Jong Il had asked frequently about the progress of the operation, saying that she must be rescued 
at any cost and that they should not inform him until she was rescued.

Twenty hours after the rescue operation had started, a wireless message was sent from a helicopter, 
“Subject detected.” The helicopter had discovered the girl floating on an ice floe. Unconscious, she was
immediately taken to hospital, where she recovered after receiving intensive medical care.

Hearing this, her family and the villagers cried with joy, hugging one another. It was only when he 
received the report on the success of the rescue operation that Kim Jong Il could relax and begin to deal
again with the work he had laid aside.

Endless Inquiry

In July 2001 Kim Jong Il was travelling in the Russian Federation by train.

He entered the dining compartment well after lunchtime, having been preoccupied with his work. 
Seeing an official gazing out of the window, he asked him what he was thinking about.

After hurriedly greeting the leader, the official replied that he was thinking about how to carry out the 
task Kim Jong Il had given him the previous day.

Kim Jong Il told him it was a good habit for officials to think deeply and identify what was missing 
before they dealt with anything. Then he invited him to lunch and sat beside him, asking him what he 
had been thinking about during the several days of the journey from Khasan.

After a moment’s hesitation he replied that he thought Siberia was really vast and that the Russian 
people must have gone to a great deal of trouble to lay the transcontinental railway.

Kim Jong Il nodded and said that before that he had delved into the practical issues. Then he said:

“From the instant I entered Russian territory, I counted how many trains went past ours. I did it 
by looking out of the window by day and listening to the sound of the passing trains by night. In 
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the course of this I made a general estimation of the composition of the trains and the amount of 
freight they were carrying. When I was so tired that I had to sleep, I asked someone else to take 
my place.”

His remark really moved the official.

He continued: If we had been remiss while passing through the vast Siberian region, we would have 
missed a golden opportunity to make a study of Russia. If we are to deal with a thing or a phenomenon,
we should not approach it carelessly.

Compared with the importance and significance of his visit to Russia, the number of trains passing 
through Siberia was of little account. Nevertheless, Kim Jong Il did not neglect the sound of passing 
trains; he was focused on developing his country’s rail transport, fully aware of the role played by rail 
transport in economic development.     

Train and Home

One day in September 2009, when the Korean people were working hard to effect a fresh revolutionary
upsurge in building a thriving country, Kim Jong Il announced that he would pay another visit to the 
construction site of the Huichon Power Station.

Ever since calling on all the people to launch a 150-day campaign aimed at building a springboard for a
thriving country, he had been giving on-site guidance at numerous units without taking a rest.

An official politely asked Kim Jong Il to abandon his plan.

Kim Jong Il replied in the following vein:

Whenever I set out for on-site guidance, I rest easy at the thought that I will see my soldiers at the units
of the People’s Army and my people in factories or rural villages. So I’m going to the construction site 
of the Huichon Power Station with the thought that I will be seeing my soldiers and my people there. I 
am proud that I am giving on-site guidance for my soldiers and my people, however long and rugged 
the path is.

Another official told Kim Jong Il that the distance he had covered by train on his on-site guidance trips 
that year amounted to the figure for the previous ten years.

The officials entreated Kim Jong Il not to work too hard but to take care of his health.

While expressing his thanks, Kim Jong Il said:

Having journeyed so far by train and living on board, I’ve got used to it. Probably for this reason I feel 
as if I am at home when I am on my train and as if I am staying at a hotel when I am at home.
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New Mountaineering Route

In May 1981 Kim Jong Il, determined to open up a new tourist route, climbed Mt. Myohyang, leading 
an expeditionary party made up of senior officials from the central organs.

An official who had been appointed the guide told Kim Jong Il that the path was steep. But Kim Jong Il
led from the front, replying that mountaineering was more rewarding if it was a challenge.

When the party reached the Murung Falls, it suddenly got dark and threatened rain.

The officials urged him to turn back, since he had already identified the tourist route. However, he 
picked up the pace, insisting that, though it was cloudy, they should still get to the top.

After admiring the view at the Eight Pools and crossing a rickety suspension bridge, he arrived at a 
stream beside the Yuson Falls. It began to rain.

A rock blocked the path ahead which was so narrow and slippery with rain that they had to crawl under 
the rock. Moreover, on the far side there was another rock which was so cracked that it seemed it would
fall on them at any moment.

The officials blocked his way, insisting that he should turn back.

Kim Jong Il said with a smile:

Why are you making such a fuss about the weather? Since you are on a mountain, you should be 
prepared to get soaked by the rain. Crawling under a rock is something everyone should try. I 
understand that you are concerned about my safety. But we should go on. We aren’t here for recreation.
By climbing the mountain in this foul weather, we can really get to know the tourist route.

When the party got to the Pison Falls, it stopped raining and a beautiful rainbow could be seen against 
the falls.

That day, after listening to the officials’ impression of mountaineering, Kim Jong Il gave detailed 
instructions on setting out the tourist route so that it was safe and more convenient, warning that 
inadequate safety measures on such a steep route might give rise to accidents.

Visiting a Dangerous Mine Pit

On July 1, 1975, Kim Jong Il visited the Komdok Mine in order to give encouragement to the miners.

The mine is situated at the foot of Machon Pass, which is so steep and rough that, according to legend, 
a general on horse-back had to bend down so that his helmet did not scrape the sky.

As soon as he alighted from his train, Kim Jong Il met the management officials and familiarized 
himself with the situation at the mine. Then he made for an ore-dressing plant and gave a pep talk to 
the workers there. After that he turned towards a pit. The management officials, his entourage and 
members of a travelling art propagation team tried hard to dissuade him from going down the pit. But 
he dug his heels in, and said:
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Why can’t I go down there, when President Kim Il Sung has done so before and the miners are working
there? If I am to stay on the surface, what is the point of my visit? We must go anywhere, no matter 
how distant or rough, if it is somewhere our precious workers are working. I have come to see the 
workers, but if I return without meeting them at their workplace, they will be sorely disappointed. So 
let us go down.

He put on a safety helmet and got on the mantrip. When he reached the mine face, the exultant miners 
rushed to greet him, cheering. Climbing out of the mantrip, he shook their hands and inquired about 
their health.

“That you should come into this dangerous pit!” exclaimed an old miner, with feeling. Grasping him by
the hand, Kim Jong Il said, “I’ve been anxious to meet you miners.”

Saving Time

One day a senior official from the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea wrote to Kim 
Jong Il.

The letter read:

“Dear Kim Jong Il,

“When I returned to my office after attending the opening ceremony of the International Cinema 
House, I found that you had already ratified the documents that my department sent you this morning, 
as well as that I gave you at dawn today when we were leaving Kangwon Province.

“I was so surprised. I wondered how you could possibly find the time to examine and ratify the 
documents. When we were leaving Kangwon Province at dawn, you said you would take a wink of 
sleep in the car. And when you arrived in Pyongyang this morning, you must have attended the opening
ceremony of the International Cinema House straight after having your breakfast.

“I can’t imagine how you were able to find the time. As for me, after I left Kangwon Province with 
you, I slept in my car. When I got home, I changed clothes and had breakfast. I did not even have the 
time to inform my secretary of my arrival. Now I feel guilty, seeing the documents you have signed. 
How did you find the time to ratify the three documents? I don’t know. Please, send me the answer.”

It was May 1989. Four days later, Kim Jong Il said to the official:

“You needn’t wonder how I could find the time to go through the documents and ratify them. I 
have a lot of work to do, haven’t I?”

Then he continued:

When I arrived at my office that morning, I found a mountain of documents on my desk. So, as soon as 
I entered my office, I started to read them, and after I had gone through them, I found it was nearly time
for the ceremony. I grabbed a piece of bread and a glass of water for my breakfast. When I was about to
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leave my office, someone brought me a document, saying it was an urgent one. I went through it while 
going downstairs, without stopping to change my clothes. I wonder if what I said could be the answer 
to your puzzle.

With a serious look, the official said, “You are not just an individual; you embody the country and the 
Party. I will raise the matter of you missing breakfast at the next session of the Political Bureau.”

“Oh, will you really go public with something I confided in you? Do it if you want. But, look. If 
anyone tells you a personal secret, aren’t you under an obligation to keep it to yourself?” he 
countered, and then went on:

I am not so constituted as to put aside something I have to do today. It is not in me to leave even one 
document on my desk. As I am also a man, sometimes I feel hungry and tired, too. When I am tired, I 
also have to go to sleep. However, I am not in a position to sleep whenever I’m tired.

3-Dimensional Use of Time

One March day in 1987, an official went to the office of Kim Jong Il, bringing a document the latter 
had asked for. He found Kim Jong Il writing. Shortly after he entered the office, the phone rang. 
Motioning to the official to take a seat, Kim Jong Il told him to wait a moment. After hanging up, he 
asked the official to read the document, and resumed writing.

The document was an important report on the international situation. So the official remained silent in 
his chair, waiting for him to finish writing.

“I’m all right. Please read it,” he said to the official, without lifting his eyes.

The official stood up and started to read. At one moment Kim Jong Il said that he had already known 
what he was being told, and at another moment he asked the date of the information, analyzing and 
assessing the various items of information. He was writing all the time.

Writing a speech and analyzing a situation report are both intellectually demanding. It is next to 
impossible to write and talk about different things at the same time, especially when one is engaged in 
writing something important, as Kim Jong Il was. Yet he was writing a report on intensifying 
ideological education.

At an Angling Spot near Mupho

In September 1971 Kim Jong Il, with some officials, was looking round the Mupho site where Kim Il 
Sung had set up a bivouac during the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle.

One day an official proposed that they go fishing in the Tuman River, which is teeming with chars 
where it flows near Mupho.

Kim Jong Il accepted the proposal.
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While the officials were catching fish, Kim Jong Il was lost in thought, his fishing line drooping in the 
water. Time passed, but he remained in the same posture. An official tiptoed towards him. He noticed 
that, although a fish had taken the bait, Kim Jong Il was unaware of it. After a while Kim Jong Il 
became aware of the official. He said that Mupho was really picturesque, and that sitting there with the 
fishing line in the water, an idea had flashed into his mind. The official realized that their attempt to get
him to rest by taking him fishing had not worked.

Kim Jong Il continued: This river and the forest around here are associated with the glorious career of 
President Kim Il Sung. No leader in the world has led the revolution and trod such a rugged path as our 
President did. As the song goes, he is a legendary hero endowed with the spirit of Mt. Paektu and the 
greatest of all the great men in modern history. His revolutionary ideas far excel the preceding ideas in 
their depth and breadth, and his revolutionary career is an immortal heroic epic. However, we have 
failed to clarify the position his revolutionary ideas occupy in world history. His great Juche idea has a 
powerful appeal to billions of people across the world, but we have so far failed to formulate his 
revolutionary ideas.

Then he said to himself, “Kimilsungism!...”

“Just as the flow of the Tuman is eternal, so Kimilsungism will shine as the brilliant banner of the
people in their struggle even in the future communist society as it does in the contemporary 
times,” he declared.

Unaware of a Thunderstorm

Between May 1966 and July 1969, Kim Jong Il conducted a comprehensive study and analysis of 31 
major works by Marx, Engels and Lenin.

Recollecting those days, Kim Jong Il said, “At that time I read and debated until my eyes became 
bloodshot and my voice hoarse. But I shall never forget those days of reading and studying.”

One day Kim Jong Il and a group of officials were reading a classic work, which he planned to discuss 
with them a few days later. Since noon dark clouds had been gathering outside and it began to rain 
heavily, accompanied by a violent thunderstorm and lightning. But Kim Jong Il was unaware of all this;
instead his eyes were glued to the pages of the book. Towards sunset he raised his eyes and looked out.

“When did it begin to rain?” he asked.

“It’s been raining since noon. There was even a thunderstorm,” answered one of the officials.

“Is that so? I was so engrossed in reading that I was unaware what was happening. Anyhow, it 
was a worthwhile day. I finished reading this book in the course of the afternoon.”

A bright smile spread over his face.
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Admiration of Scientists

During his visit to Russia in the summer of 2001, Kim Jong Il visited the Siberian branch of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences.

Guided by the branch director, he examined a board with diagrams providing a visual depiction of the 
successes achieved by the branch. After comparing the guide’s explanation with the graphs and going 
over the many numerical values, symbols and formulas, he nodded. Pointing to the curved lines in the 
graphs, he said that the almost equal standard values and measurement values showed that the results of
the research were quite good. The guide then led him to a chart beside the graphs and began to explain 
it.

After hearing a few words, Kim Jong Il said that would do, and he would move on to something else.

A look of doubt crossed the guide’s face. But Kim Jong Il said there was no need for him to explain the 
chart, which described the graphs, since he could understand it without any explanation.

The following happened when he visited the Khrunichev State Space Centre. While examining the 
research equipment at the centre, Kim Jong Il asked the guide whether he was looking at the space 
station Mir. The guide replied that he was.

After a glance at the station’s exterior, Kim Jong Il proposed to the guide that they should get inside. 
The space station Mir, a crystallization of cutting-edge space science and technology, had been Russia’s
pride for many years. So, the space centre authorities had specially selected a top expert to explain the 
station to Kim Jong Il.

After looking around the interior of the station and before the guide began his explanation, Kim Jong Il 
nodded in acknowledgement. He himself explained the interior, pointing in turn to the flight control 
panel, the crew’s living quarters, the docking port and the airlock for spacewalks.

A Russian scientist said later, “I already knew that Kim Jong Il was a man with encyclopaedic 
knowledge. But I did not know that he was so well informed about space science. He is a real genius.”

A Puzzle Solved

In October 2000, Madeleine Albright, Secretary of State of the United States, visited Korea.

At a banquet attended by Kim Jong Il, she set a puzzle to the participants. How was it possible to make 
16 with your ten fingers?

A deep silence fell over the banquet hall.

The silence was broken by Kim Jong Il, who came up with the solution. Saying that it was quite easy, 
he extended his ten fingers with both thumbs overlapped to form a cross, expressing 4x4.

All looked at him in admiration. Albright was the first to clap her hands.
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Sun and Glow

When a statue of President Kim Il Sung was to be erected in the entrance hall of the Kumsusan 
Memorial Palace, where he lies in his lifetime appearance, there was much debate among the designers 
and sculptors concerning the background of the statue. Some suggested a panorama of Pyongyang, 
others the mysterious scenery of Lake Chon at the summit of Mt. Paektu, and still others the beautiful 
landscape of Mangyongdae.

However, they all came to the conclusion that no drawing was appropriate for the background of the 
statue.

Then, what was the solution? After much discussion, they agreed on a white marble background.

One January day in 1995, Kim Jong Il visited the Kumsusan Memorial Palace. After examining the 
design, he said that if the back wall was covered with stone, the hall might give the impression of the 
interior of a fortress, especially since the other three walls and the floor were also covered with stone.

Then he was lost in thought for a while, before saying: The background should be arranged in such a 
way that the back wall is coated with white resin and a morning glow is depicted using lighting effects; 
then the background will set off the solemnity and magnificence of the President’s statue.

“Sun and morning glow!” all around him exclaimed.

The background created in that way was quite wonderful. After visiting the Kumsusan Memorial 
Palace Vladimir Tolstikov, a prominent Russian, said, “When I paid tribute to Kim Il Sung before his 
statue, I was deeply impressed by the morning glow in the background. As a glow is cast by the sun, it 
is quite natural that there should be a glow where there is the sun.”

Bells of an Orthodox Church Ring

In August 2002, Kim Jong Il paid a visit to the Russian Far East.

When his train was approaching Khabarovsk, he said he wanted to visit St. Bishop Innokenty of Irkutsk
Church, a Russian Orthodox church.

Surprised, the officials accompanying him said, “Only religious believers go there.”

Kim Jong Il responded:

Although I am not a believer, I am going to visit it because religion is also an object of politics. There 
is nothing wrong with us visiting a church, when the Russians are Orthodox Christians. We must never 
be narrow-minded but respect the customs of other nations. If we visit the church, we will better 
understand the traditions of the Russian people and their thoughts, aspirations and wishes, and feel 
closer to the 60 million members of the Orthodox Church.

He explained that a politician ought to have a deep knowledge of religion, and told them about the 
origins of the Russian Orthodox Church and the history of its development. The Russian Orthodox 
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Church, he said, is recognized as the biggest of the world’s 15 orthodox churches and exerts a 
considerable influence on state policy in Russia.

At the church, he looked round the area. Suddenly the bells began to ring, deep and solemn.

Everyone looked in the direction from which the sound of the bells was coming.

Pointing to the bell tower, the church superior said that the bell ringers were ringing the bells to 
welcome Kim Jong Il. He explained that nobody was entitled to ring the bells apart from graduates of 
the bell-ringing school, and that those who were now ringing the bells were the best ringers at the 
church.

It was a strict convention of the Russian Orthodox Church to ring the bells at noon, but the church had 
broken that convention.

“As the Sun has descended to our church, it is quite natural to ring the bells,” he said, putting his hands 
on his chest and then spreading his arms upward as if cheering.

Unique Style of Writing

One October day in 1988, an official who was touring Pyongyang in the company of Kim Jong Il, 
broached the subject of the latter’s unique style of writing.

As a young man, the official had read several classics written by philosophers. However, the style was 
invariably complex and the logic intricate. All in all, they were difficult to understand.

On the contrary, he could understand Kim Jong Il’s works at the first reading; at the second reading he 
had been struck with wonder at the profundity of their meaning. His works were characterized by clear 
arguments, pure logic, lucid theory, plain language and kindness to the reader. Of particular note was 
his ability to express a great idea in a condensed way. While Stalin synthesized the revolutionary ideas 
of Lenin in the 246-page Problems of Leninism, Kim Jong Il crystallized the revolutionary ideas of 
President Kim Il Sung in the 86-page On the Juche Idea. As he had the ability to express his thoughts in
a condensed way, his statements, reports and discourses were simple and yet profound in their 
philosophical meaning.

Kim Jong Il, insisting that he did not deserve his praise, said:

“Whenever I write, I regard as my guiding principles profound thought in short sentences and an
explicit message with simple expressions.”
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