
Guiding Ideology

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is guided in its activities by the Juche idea, the Songun 
idea, authored by President Kim Il Sung.

The Juche idea means, in a nutshell, that the masters of the revolution and construction are the masses 
of the people and that they are also the motive force of the revolution and construction.

The Government of the DPRK steadfastly maintains Juche in all realms of the revolution and 
construction.

Establishing Juche means adopting the attitude of a master towards the revolution and construction of 
one’s country. It means maintaining an independent and creative standpoint to give solutions to the 
problems which arise in the revolution and construction. In other words, it implies solving those 
problems mainly by one’s own efforts in conformity with the actual conditions of one’s own country.

The realization of Juche in ideology, independence in politics, self-sufficiency in the economy and self-
reliance in national defence is a principle the Government maintains consistently.

It is an invariable policy of the Government of the Republic, guided by the Juche idea, to treasure the 
Juche character and the national identity and maintain and realize them.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Art of Revolutionary Leadership 

The art of revolutionary leadership is one of important components of the Juche-oriented leadership 
method.

Only when the art of revolutionary leadership is established can broad sections of the people be firmly 
rallied around the party and the leader and mobilize them to implement the party’s lines and policies.

The Juche-oriented leadership method illuminates in an all-round way the art of revolutionary 
leadership, including the revolutionary method of work and the popular style of work, which makes the
popular masses occupy the position as the master of the revolution and construction and perform their 
role as such.

The revolutionary method of work is, in essence, the one that enables the masses to maintain the 
attitude of master in the revolution and construction and fulfil their role as the master.

It comprehensively explains the methods for correctly solving all problems arising in mass leadership, 
ranging from the method of planning, organizing and implementing all work for the revolution and 
construction to the method of talking to people and awakening them.

It embraces such methods as giving definite priority to political work ahead of all other work, making 
superiors help their subordinates in an effective way, conducting all work in a scientific and creative 
way, launching mass-based movements in a positive way and planning and pushing ahead with all work
in a big way.
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Style of work is one of major contents of the art of leadership.

The popular style of work is a work style and political and moral traits of the party and officials that 
make devoted efforts for the revolution and faithfully serve for the sake of people. It is run through 
with loyalty to the leader, the party and the army and the people.

It indicates the revolutionary work style and popular traits that must be adhered to in leading the 
masses.

The revolutionary work style is the character of working with the spirit of devoting oneself for the 
party, the leader, the country and the people and the indomitable revolutionary spirit of staunchly 
fighting to carry forward the revolutionary cause without the slightest vacillation in any adversity.

It embraces the revolutionary climate of defying death to implement the leader’s ideas and intentions 
and the party’s lines and policies, the fighting mettle of conducting a continuous advance and 
continuous innovations, the spirit of self-reliance, the principled and reasonable work style and the 
habit of creating practical examples.

The popular character, together with the revolutionary work style, forms the essential contents of the 
popular style of work.

It is noble traits of treasuring and loving people, giving top and absolute priority to their interests and 
making devoted efforts to this end.

It embraces the motherly character, character of leading simple, modest, upright and honest life, 
profound humanity and high level of cultural attainments.

The revolutionary and popular methods and styles of work clarified by the art of the Juche-oriented 
leadership serve a powerful weapon for dynamically stepping up the cause of building a socialist power
by closely rallying the masses of people around the party and the leader and giving full play to their 
strength and wisdom.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Revolutionary Leadership System 

The revolutionary leadership system is one of important components of the Juche-oriented leadership 
method.

The Juche-oriented leadership method illuminates afresh for the first time in history that the 
revolutionary leadership system is, in essence, the unified leadership system of a leader and that it is 
the leadership system of a party, a country and an army for realizing his unified guidance.

The revolutionary leadership system is precisely the unified guidance system of the leader, and his 
unified guidance system is a system for securely guaranteeing the unitary character of leadership over 
the revolution and construction.
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The unified guidance system of the leader is, in a word, a revolutionary system and discipline that the 
whole party, the entire army and all the people carry on the revolution and construction with his 
revolutionary idea as the one and only guideline and move as one in line with his ideas and intention.

Regarding his revolutionary idea as the one and only guideline in carrying on the revolution and 
construction means working out all lines and policies based on his revolutionary idea and solving all 
problems arising in the revolution and construction as required by his revolutionary idea. That the 
entire party, the whole country and all the service personnel and people move as one according to his 
ideas, intention, orders and instructions means that all members of the party and other political 
organizations accept his ideas, intention, orders and instructions as the supreme demand and conduct all
activities in line with them.

Establishing his unified guidance system is a problem that arises from his position and role in the 
revolutionary struggle and construction, as well as an indispensable demand concerning his absolute 
position in the revolutionary leadership system.

The historic lesson of socialist movement clearly proves that establishing the unified guidance system 
of the leader is a weighty problem directly related to the destiny of revolution and socialism.

The unified guidance of the leader over the revolution and construction is realized through such 
political organizations and collectives as the party, the country and the army. Accordingly, it is 
important to correctly establish the leadership system of the party and the state in order to realize his 
unified guidance.

The party’s leadership system is a system and discipline to push forward the revolution and 
construction under its leadership. In other words, it is a system and discipline that the entire party and 
the whole society move as one according to the party’s lines, policies, decisions and instructions.

The unified guidance of the leader over the revolution and construction is also realized through the 
state, together with the party.

A state is the most comprehensive political organization which exercises its political authority over all 
people living in its territory. Accordingly, it is necessary to establish a correct leadership system of the 
state in order to ensure his unified guidance of the leader over the whole society.

Now is the Songun era when politics and military are closely linked and the build-up of military 
strength presents itself as the foremost task. In order for a socialist state to perform its mission and duty
as a political weapon for realizing the idea and guidance of its leader as required by the Songun era, it 
should establish a thorough-going leadership system of attaching importance to military affairs.

The unified guidance of the leader over the revolution and construction in the Songun era is firmly 
guaranteed and realized on the strength of the revolutionary armed forces.

The revolutionary army is the hard core and the main force which supports the Songun-based 
revolutionary leadership and Songun politics of the leader. In order to perform its mission and duty 
with credit, the army should firmly establish the unified command system of its Supreme Commander.



The Supreme Commander’s unified command system is a system and discipline to organize the overall 
military affairs of the country in line with his ideas and intention and make all the revolutionary armed 
forces move as one according to his orders and instructions.

The clarification of the most scientific revolutionary leadership system by the Juche-oriented leadership
method provided a clear guideline for dynamically mobilizing the popular masses to the revolutionary 
struggle by awakening and organizing them.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Principles of Revolutionary Leadership 

The Juche-oriented leadership method illuminates the principles of revolutionary leadership in a unique
way.

The important principles of leadership over the revolution and construction are to realize the unified 
guidance of the leader and implement the revolutionary mass line.

Realizing the leader’s unified guidance means solving all problems arising in the revolution and 
construction under his unified leadership, regarding his ideas and lines as the one and only guidelines. 
In other words, it means solving all problems in the revolution and construction on the basis of his 
ideas and lines and making the whole party, the entire army and all the people act as one in support of 
his ideas and lines.

The reason why realizing the leader’s unified guidance becomes the principles of revolutionary 
leadership is that it makes it possible to lead the revolution and construction along the right course with
his revolutionary ideas as the one and only guidelines, remarkably cement the unity and cohesion of the
party and the revolutionary ranks centred on the leader and carry forward the socialist cause to victory 
by mobilizing the entire army and all the people in a unified way.

What is first of all important in realizing the leader’s unified guidance is to support it without any 
reservation and ensure it in a thoroughgoing way.

Revolutionaries should regard it as their iron rule to organize and conduct all their work on the basis of 
the lines and policies put forward by their leader. Keeping inactive to implement his ideas and lines 
while arguing over and weighing them and complaining about conditions is an anti-party, anti-
revolutionary act which rejects the unified guidance of the leader.

What is next important is to orient and subordinate the activities of the party and other political 
organizations to supporting the unified guidance of the leader.

Proceeding from the standpoint of invariably supporting the leader’s plans and intentions, the party and
other political organizations should design and organize all their work and solve all problems with 
special emphasis on implementing his lines and policies to the letter.

Another importance is to ensure the leader’s unified guidance to all sectors of the revolution and 
construction in an all-round way.
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The leader’s lines and policies should be transmitted from the centre to the lowest units promptly and 
correctly and fully embodied in all sectors of social life, including politics, military, the economy and 
culture.

Implementing the revolutionary mass line means thoroughly championing the interests of the popular 
masses and carrying on the revolution and construction in reliance on their strength and wisdom.

When the revolutionary mass line is implemented it is possible to map out correct lines and policies in 
reflection of the desire and demands of the masses, turn them into the work for the masses themselves 
and solve all problems in reliance on their strength so that they can carry out their revolutionary tasks 
by themselves with the attitude of being masters. It is also possible to prepare broad sections of the 
masses as a powerful political force by rallying them behind the party and the leader and thoroughly 
implement the party’s lines and policies by giving fullest play to their revolutionary enthusiasm and 
creative activities.

What is first important in implementing the revolutionary mass line is to fully defend the interests of 
the people and serve them devotedly.

The revolutionary party should always give top priority to the interests of the popular masses in dealing
with all problems and satisfy their demands in good time while listening to their opinions. They should 
never allow any act of infringing upon their interests.

Another importance is to firmly rally the masses behind the party and the leader by educating and 
remoulding them and carry out revolutionary tasks on the strength of their efforts and wisdom.

The masses can display their might as the masters of the revolution and construction only under the 
leader’s unified guidance. And the party and the leader can successfully realize their leadership over the
revolution and construction only when they rely on the people.

The clarification of the principles of revolutionary leadership by the Juche-oriented leadership method 
provided a powerful weapon for successfully realizing the leadership over the revolution and 
construction by giving correct answers to the problems arising in establishing the revolutionary 
leadership methods.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Essence of Revolutionary Leadership 

The Juche-oriented leadership method illuminates afresh the essence of revolutionary leadership.

The revolutionary leadership is, in essence, the leadership of a party and a leader over the masses of 
people.

The driving force of the revolution is the highly conscious and organized social community that carves 
out history and its destiny in an independent and creative way, that is, the integral whole of the leader, 
the party, the army and the masses.

The party and the leader take a leading position in the driving force of the revolution and the socio-
political organism and play the role as such. A revolutionary party, the general staff and guiding force 
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of the revolution, is a leadership political organization of society that leads the working people. The 
leader, the top brain of the masses, is the centre of unity and cohesion who rallies the army and the 
people to be the driving force of the revolution as well as the centre of leadership who steers the 
activities of the socio-political organism in a unified way. Accordingly, the revolutionary leadership is 
the leadership of the party and the leader over the popular masses.

The leadership of the party and the leader over the popular masses is a political leadership.

It means that it is a work for leading the people to keep the position as the master of the revolution and 
construction and perform their responsibilities and roles as such.

The political leadership of the party and the leader is a work for leading the masses to firmly maintain 
their position as the master of the revolution and construction with a high degree of political 
consciousness and a work for leading them to perform their responsibilities and roles as such by 
enlisting their inexhaustible strength and creativity.

The leadership of the party and the leader in the Juche and Songun era is the Songun-based leadership.

The revolution and construction are accompanied by fierce confrontation with imperialists, and the 
social environment and the class relations have greatly changed with the development of the times.

The developing environment of the times and the actual conditions required a new mode for building 
up the driving force of the revolution and radically enhancing their role by awakening and organizing 
broad sections of the masses who oppose the domination of monopoly capital and the aggression and 
war policies of the imperialists.

The Songun-based revolutionary leadership is, in a word, a mode of revolutionary leadership to 
dynamically push forward the revolution and construction in line with the principles of Songun.

First of all, it is a leadership to build up the driving force of the revolution in every way with the 
revolutionary army as the core.

In order to strengthen the driving force of the revolution to the maximum in the Songun era, it is 
necessary to put forward the revolutionary army as the main force of the revolution and rally the 
masses around it.

The Songun-based revolutionary leadership puts forward the People’s Army as the main force of the 
revolution and puts primary efforts to strengthening it and thus develops it into a genuine revolutionary 
armed force and an invincible army that are full prepared politically and ideologically, and militarily 
and technologically. It also builds up the driving force of the revolution in every way by fully ensuring 
the unity of ideas and fighting mettle between the army and people based on the revolutionary soldier 
spirit and realizing the great army-people unity.

Next, it is a leadership to lead the people to perform their role as the master of the revolution and 
construction by enhancing the role of the revolutionary army as the vanguard force and shock brigade.

The revolutionary leadership in the Songun era should be the one that opens up breakthroughs in major 
fronts of socialist construction by putting forward the army as the vanguard force and shock brigade 



and makes all people create innovations and make rapid progress in the revolution and construction by 
emulating the revolutionary spirit and fighting mettle of the army. The Songun-based revolutionary 
leadership inspires all the people to create uninterrupted innovations and rapid progress with the 
revolutionary soldier spirit of the army as the motive power so that they discharge their responsibilities 
and roles as the master of the revolution and construction.

The essence of revolutionary leadership clarified by the Juche-oriented leadership method provided the 
decisive guarantee for realizing the correct leadership of the party and the leader over the people.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Fighting Strategy for Global Independence 

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory indicates the strategy for global independence in a scientific 
way.

The strategy is, first of all, that all countries and nations should hold fast to the banner of anti-
imperialist independence.

The anti-imperialist independence is a guideline of the struggle for global independence, and the 
sovereignty of a country and a nation can be realized only through the struggle for anti-imperialist 
independence.

The US-led imperialist reactionary forces are the chief target of the struggle for global independence. 
In order to achieve their dominationist ambition they are resorting to economic sanctions, military 
threat, blackmail and armed invasion without hesitation against small, backward and progressive 
countries. As a result, the sovereignty of some countries is being trampled flagrantly, and the 
international community witnesses every day such abnormal situation in which the principles of 
equality and impartiality between countries are being neglected and high-handed and arbitrary practices
and double standards are allowed.

Only when all progressive forces across the world wage a resolute struggle against the US-led 
imperialists can they frustrate the imperialists’ moves for aggression and war, safeguard the world 
peace and security and hasten the victory of the cause for global independence.

All the countries and nations should fight against the imperialist and dominationist forces’ policy of 
aggression and intervention in internal affairs and thus check the high-handed and arbitrary practices of
the US and secure genuine international justice.

Next strategy is that all countries and nations should launch a vigorous struggle to defend the socialist 
cause and advance it along the road of victory.

Socialism is the future of humankind, and it is a general law that guides the development of history for 
humankind to advance towards socialism. The collapse of socialism in some countries at the end of the 
previous century was in no way a failure of the socialist ideal. Socialism has an eternal viability for its 
scientific accuracy and truthfulness.
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Socialism is the hardcore force in the struggle for anti-imperialist independence and a decisive factor 
for promoting the struggle to shatter the imperialists’ moves for aggression and war and achieve global 
independence.

The socialist countries should support with each other in the struggle to realize their common aims and 
ideals, strengthen solidarity and expand and develop cooperation and exchange. Along with this, those 
countries aspiring to socialism should frustrate the imperialists’ moves for aggression and their high-
handed practices under the banner of socialism and anti-imperialist independence, actively support the 
socialist cause and launch resolute struggles against the anti-socialist schemes of the imperialists and 
reactionaries.

Another strategy is that the political parties and organizations and progressive countries that champion 
independence should closely unite and cooperate with each other under the banner of anti-imperialist 
independence.

Today the imperialists are attempting to prevent the countries and nations aspiring to independence 
from achieving unity by sowing seeds of distrust and discord and accentuating them and inciting hostile
feelings between them; they are also meddling in national and regional disputes in a bid to make them 
more complicated.

The revolutionary parties and organizations and progressive countries should unite under the banner of 
anti-imperialist independence. They should not be caught in crafty traps of the imperialists and should 
refrain from being antagonistic and hostile to each other. They should form an anti-imperialist, anti-US 
united front and make concerted efforts in turning the spearhead of their struggle against the 
imperialists, their common enemy.

It is also important to create conditions favourable for advancing the cause of global independence by 
strengthening continental and regional cooperation on the principles of independence, equality and 
mutual respect.

Achieving global independence is the aspiration and desire of humankind as well as the duty of all 
countries and nations.

Ri Kwang Chol

Global Independence 

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory illuminates the essence of global independence in an all-round
way.

Today, the imperialist reactionary forces faced with their doom are making desperate efforts to keep 
their supremacy at any cost. The present situation demands that all countries and nations turn out in the 
struggle for frustrating the imperialists’ schemes for high-handed and arbitrary practices and aggression
and their violations of sovereignty, defending their own sovereign rights and achieving global 
independence.

An independent world is the world that is free from domination and subordination, aggression and 
intervention, and where the sovereignty and equality are guaranteed for all countries and nations. The 
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world that is free from domination and subordination, aggression and intervention and where all people
across the world enjoy civilized and prosperous life on an equal footing is just the world that fully 
conforms with the reason and nature of a human being.

Making the world independent means, first of all, eliminating domination and subordination, 
aggression and intervention on a world scale.

Independence is the lifeblood and dignity of a country and a nation and a symbol of an independent 
sovereign state. Such relationship of domination and subordination, order and obedience can never be 
tolerable between countries and nations. Aggression and plunder are inherent aspects of imperialism. 
Therefore, it is the intrinsic demand of the cause of the masses’ independence to fight against its 
domination and subordination, aggression and intervention. Apart from this struggle, the aspirations 
and demand of the world progressives for independence against domination and subordination, 
aggression and war cannot be realized. Maintaining independence under the present situation presents 
itself as a problem vital to the destiny of a country and a nation. The countries and nations aspiring to 
independence and justice should oppose and reject foreign intervention and domination and carve out 
their destiny in an independent way.

What is fundamental in the struggle for eliminating domination and subordination, aggression and 
intervention is to check and frustrate the moves of the US and its followers for aggression and war and 
safeguard global peace and security. The main target of the struggle for the cause of global 
independence is the US that is given to aggression, intervention and massacre wherever it reaches. 
Those parties, organizations and progressive countries championing independence should be closely 
united to put an end to the US high-handed and arbitrary practices and build a new world, free from 
domination and subordination, aggression and intervention.

Making the world independent also means ensuring complete sovereignty and equality between all 
countries and nations.

Independence is the foundation of all international relations. In order to ensure independence in 
politics, it is necessary to exercise complete sovereignty and equal rights in external relations. All 
countries have the same sovereignty as the equal members of the international community. There may 
be a big party and a small party, a big country and a small country, an economically-developed nation 
and a backward nation, but they are all equal and independent. One should not violate other’s 
sovereignty as well as allow other to violate one’s sovereignty. Sovereignty belongs to a sacred right of 
each party, country and nation. At present, the fundamental principles of the publicly accepted usage of 
international law are being openly violated due to the outrageous schemes of the US-led imperialist 
forces for domination and intervention, and even justice is being demonized as injustice according to 
the interests of the imperialist powers. Such abnormal acts of violating truth and justice must no longer 
be tolerated or connived at.

The complete sovereignty and equality between all countries and nations do not come true of their own 
accord; they can be realized only when the anti-imperialist independent countries have strong powers. 
However honest and just it may be, a country without strength cannot give its voice in the international 
arena and will become a plaything of the powers, failing to defend justice and conscience. The 



progressive countries around the world that value justice should strive to build up their own strength on
the principle of self-reliance and self-development so as to step up the building of a new independent 
world.

The aspirations and desire of humankind to oppose all kinds of domination and subordination and live 
independently are becoming stronger, and no one can arrest the trend of history to advance along the 
road of independence and justice.

Hwang Kwang Yun

Strategic Line for Building a Powerful Socialist Country 

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory indicates the strategic line for building a powerful socialist 
country in a scientific way.

The permanent strategic line in building a powerful socialist country is the general line of socialist 
construction and the spirit of self-development first.

The strategic line is, first of all, the general line of socialist construction of vigorously carrying out the 
three revolutions–ideological, technological and cultural–while strengthening the people’s government 
and enhancing its functions and role.

The people’s government is a powerful tool for building a socialist power.

It represents the people’s right to independence, who are the masters of the state and society, and 
exercises the right to provide unified guidance to all the undertakings in the building of a powerful 
socialist nation. Through such activities it fully discharges its role as the representative of the people’s 
right to independence, the orchestrator of their creative abilities, the administrator responsible for their 
livelihood and the guardian of their independent and creative activities. To serve the people is precisely 
the basic mission of the people’s government.

Accordingly, apart from its functions and role, it is impossible not only to supervise and control in a 
unified way all realms of social life, including politics, the economy and culture, and all areas of the 
country and their development but also to realize the people’s dreams and ideals. Only when we 
strengthen the people’s government as a powerful political weapon and steadily enhance its functions 
and role can we ensure the full right to independence and creative activities of the masses of the people,
firmly defend the socialist system and give full play to the might of collectivism, and thereby step up 
socialist construction.

While the people’s government is a powerful weapon for building a socialist power, the three 
revolutions is the basic way to this end. They are elements of the continuous revolution to be carried 
out in the whole course of socialist construction and the highest stage of the revolution aimed at 
realizing the independence of the people.

Through the three revolutions, the whole society is imbued with one ideology and united at a high 
level, and rapid progress is made in economic and cultural construction. As a result, the goals for 
building a thriving country can be attained.
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Only when we speed up the technological and cultural revolutions while giving decisive precedence to 
the ideological revolution can we firmly defend our ideology, system and culture from the imperialists’ 
anti-socialist schemes and make socialism as different in all respects from capitalism as heaven is from 
earth, and thereby successfully build a socialist power.

For this reason, the general line of socialist construction constitutes the permanent strategic line in 
building a powerful socialist country.

What is next important in the strategic line is to uphold the spirit of self-development first.

The spirit is the revolutionary spirit of strengthening the motive force of a nation and opening up the 
path ahead of it by relying on its own efforts, technology and resources.

It sets self-development as the basic principle to be consistently maintained in the revolution and 
construction.

Self-development is the might that makes one strong on one’s own. It means that one builds up one’s 
might by dint of one’s own forms of struggle and creation, independent of other’s support. The mental 
spirit of self-reliance and self-development and the scientific and technological strength constitute the 
main contents of the capacity for self-development. It is precisely the spirit of self-development that 
builds up the capacity for self-development and solves all problems arising in the revolution and 
construction in reliance on it, from the viewpoint and attitude of regarding it as the basic principle for 
the revolution and construction.

The basis of this spirit is the great leaders’ revolutionary idea that a country must carry out the 
revolution on its own, and the form of struggle for applying it is self-reliance and fortitude. It demands 
that primary efforts be directed to building up the capacity for self-development in the revolution and 
construction, that all problems be resolved by relying on its own efforts, technology and resources and 
that big-power worship, dependence on foreign forces and proclivity to import be thoroughly rejected 
with independent faith and revolutionary self-respect.

This spirit is an almighty sword for building a powerful socialist country. There is no other way but to 
build up one’s own might in consolidating the national strength. History eloquently proves that there 
has never been a power that helps other country and nation develop and that dependence on big powers 
leads to national ruin.

Therefore, in order to frustrate the imperialists’ ever-worsening economic sanctions and isolation-and-
stifling schemes and build a socialist power, it is imperative to hold fast to this spirit as the permanent 
strategic line.

Only when we reject big-power worship and dependence on foreign forces by displaying the spirit of 
self-development first and push forward the revolution and construction in the revolutionary spirit of 
self-reliance and fortitude in reliance on our own efforts, technology and resources, can we further 
consolidate our country’s might as a political and military power and speed up the building of an 
economic giant and a civilized power, and thus fly the flag of victory on the peak of a powerful 
socialist country at the earliest possible date.



Pak Chun Ran

Hallmarks of a Socialist Power 

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory indicates the hallmarks of a powerful socialist country in an 
all-round way.

A powerful socialist country means the best country in the world, one with great national strength that 
is ever-prospering and whose people are living happily without envying anyone in the world. The 
powerful socialist country is a genuine power that realizes the people’s ideal of independence and 
dreams, the country has its peculiar hallmarks.

The first hallmark is a political and military power.

The powerful socialist country is a politico-ideological power. The politico-ideological power is a 
country that the whole society has been imbued with the revolutionary idea of the leader and has 
achieved the single-hearted unity centred on the leader, a country that demonstrates its might as a youth
power and relies on a powerful political system of the socialist state. The socialist politico-ideological 
power advances socialism to victory by administering independent politics and leads world politics 
with high international prestige.

The powerful socialist country is a military power.

The socialist military power is a country that has a revolutionary army fully prepared politico-
ideologically, and militarily and technically and an independent and modern defence industry and has 
accomplished the aims of arming all the people and fortifying the whole country. It defends the 
sovereignty and dignity of the country and nation by dint of its own invincible military might, provides 
a strong military guarantee for the socialist cause and vigorously propels the anti-imperialist class 
struggle, frustrating the imperialists’ high-handed and arbitrary practices in the international arena.

It is imperative for the powerful socialist country to be a power in politico-ideological and military 
aspects before any other sectors. It is because an invincible political and military might symbolizes a 
nation’s dignity and strength and is a decisive guarantee for victory in the showdown with the 
imperialist forces and in socialist construction. Only the politico-ideological and military power can 
guarantee the position of the powerful socialist country and steadily consolidate it, and make rapid 
development in economic and cultural construction. For these reasons, the political and military power 
is the first hallmark of the powerful socialist country.

The second hallmark is a sci-tech power.

A sci-tech power is a country whose overall science and technology are at the most advanced level in 
the world, a country where science and technology play the leading role in ensuring the rapid 
development of all other sectors, including the economy, national defence and culture. It is a country 
that beats the world in all sectors of overall science and technologies, including such core, basic 
technologies as IT, nanotechnology and bioengineering, such cutting-edge science and technologies as 
new materials and energy, space and nuclear technologies, such technological engineering as 
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mechanical, metal, thermal and materials engineering, such basic sciences as mathematics, physics, 
chemistry and biology, and newly-developed cross-disciplinary sciences.

Now is the age of science and technology. The overall strength and status of a country is defined by the 
level of its scientific and technological development. Scientific and technological strength is a state’s 
most important strategic resource and a powerful propellant for social development. A genuine power is
inconceivable apart from the development of science and technology.

The third hallmark is an economic giant.

The socialist economic giant is a country that is strong in terms of its independence and Juche character
and is developing with science and technology as the main productive force.

It precisely means a powerful country with a self-supporting economy, a knowledge-based economy, 
which produces and supplies by itself the material means needed for defence building, economic 
construction and people’s livelihood improvement, and in which science and technology are integrated 
with production and hi-tech industry plays the leading role in promoting economic growth. The 
genuine features and essential characteristics of the socialist economic giant are not just that the 
country is highly developed in terms of productivity and national income; it must also be a people’s 
paradise which provides its people with an affluent and cultured life.

The economy is the material basis of social life. Therefore, if a country raises its status as a power by 
developing all sectors of society it is necessary for it to increase its economic capabilities, together with
politico-ideological and military strength.

The final hallmark is a civilized power.

The civilized socialist power is a country where socialist culture will develop in a comprehensive way 
and where the people, possessed of a high level of creativity and culture, will create and enjoy the 
highest quality and standard of civilization.

It is a country where all sectors of socialist culture including education, health service, sports and art 
and literature, will develop in a comprehensive way and a beautiful and sound socialist way of life and 
moral discipline will be established. It is also a country where all people will grow to be powerful 
builders of socialism who have a wealth of knowledge and high cultural attainments and all conditions 
and environment for leading a sufficient and civilized life are provided for the people to create and 
enjoy the highest quality and standard of civilization.

Civilization represents the development of a given country. A country with a high level of civilization 
can be called a genuine power. That’s why the powerful socialist country that translates the people’s 
ideal of independence into reality should be a country with the highest level of civilization in the sector 
of culture, to say nothing of in the fields of politics, military, science and technology and the economy.

As mentioned above, the powerful socialist country is characterized by a political and military power, a
sci-tech power, an economic giant and a civilized power, and thus it becomes a genuine ideal power for
the people in the true sense of the word, the best country in the world.

Dr. Kim Song Il



Features of Powerful Socialist Country 

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory clarifies the features of a powerful socialist country.

A powerful socialist country is a people-centred power where the demand of the masses of the people 
for independence and their ideals are realized at the highest level. In other words, this country attains 
the highest level in its national dignity and position and provides the people with an independent and 
creative life in all realms of social life so that they can lead a happy life without anything to envy in the
world. This is the essence of the powerful socialist country and its revolutionary nature.

A powerful socialist country features the best country in the world, one with great national strength that
is ever-prospering and whose people are living happily without anything to envy in the world.

A powerful socialist country is, after all, a country with great national strength.

National strength means the overall might of a country for championing and realizing the independence
of the country and nation as well as its people. The demand of the masses of the people for 
independence and their interests are an absolute yardstick by which to estimate the national strength, 
and the feature and level of national strength depend on how thoroughly their independent position is 
defended and how satisfactorily their creative role is guaranteed.

The national strength of a powerful socialist country is the great force with which to realize the demand
of the people for independence and their ideals at the best level and in an overall way. It is invincible 
might as it remains steady in any adversities and trials and can steer the independent development of 
the world.

A powerful socialist country is an ever-prospering country, i.e., a thriving country where everything 
goes well and all spheres of state activity and social life constantly develop with full vigour.

Another aspect featuring a powerful socialist country is that it is a country where political, military, 
economic, cultural and all other fields of social life steadily develop with great vigour and energy and 
which achieves genuine national prosperity by giving full play to the masses’ creative wisdom and 
talents and advances vigorously with bright prospects.

A powerful socialist country is also a country whose people are living happily without anything to envy
in the world.

What kind of life the people lead and how they enjoy it are an important yardstick that features a 
powerful socialist country. The might and level of development of a powerful socialist country are 
defined and measured by the level of an independent and creative life that is provided for the people.

Therefore, a powerful socialist country is a socialist country where people lead a worthwhile political 
life as true masters of the state and society and an equal and affluent material life and the noblest and 
the most civilized ideological and cultural life that are intrinsic to the nature of a social being and 
where the people-oriented policies of the party are translated into reality and the people substantially 
enjoy the benefits to their heart’s content.
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As the Juche-oriented revolutionary theory gave a scientific clarification of the features of a powerful 
socialist country, it has provided an ideo-theoretical weapon with which to implement the cause of 
building a powerful socialist country in an overall way with a clear-cut objective and direction.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Songun Politics

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory expounds a new idea that Songun politics forms the main 
political mode of socialism together with benevolent politics.

Songun politics is, in essence, a mode of politics that defends the country, the revolution and socialism 
by regarding military affairs as the most important of all state affairs and strengthening the 
revolutionary army in every way, and strengthens the driving force of the revolution and promotes 
overall socialist construction dynamically with the revolutionary army as the core and main force.

Giving top priority to military affairs means regarding military affairs as the most important of state 
affairs, and organizing and conducting all activities on the principle of prioritizing military affairs.

Strengthening the driving force of the revolution and promoting overall socialist construction 
dynamically with the revolutionary army as the core and main force mean building up the driving force
of the revolution by putting forward the revolutionary army as the pivotal force in forming the 
revolutionary forces and regarding its ideological and fighting spirit as a model and dealing with all 
affairs of socialist construction in a revolutionary and militant manner by relying on the leading role of 
the revolutionary army.

Songun politics is rooted in the Juche idea.

Songun politics emanates from the basic objective of the revolution of fully defending and realizing the
independence for the masses of the people as clarified by the Juche idea, encompasses the Juche-
oriented principles and methods of the revolution and is based on the historic exploits and precious 
experiences of the Korean revolution which has advanced under the banner of the Juche idea.

Songun politics is also based on the principles of Songun revolution.

These principles suggest that the revolution starts and advances only by force of arms and that the 
revolutionary army is precisely the party, the state and the people. They imply that the sovereignty of 
the country and nation and its eternal prosperity rest on the strength of the arms of the revolution and 
that the party and the state of the working class and the independent people cannot exist without a 
powerful army. Their truthfulness was corroborated in the grim history of the revolutionary struggle.

The fundamental basis of Songun politics is the revolutionary soldier spirit.

The revolutionary soldier spirit is the lofty revolutionary spirit of the revolutionary army, characterized 
mainly by a spirit of defending the leader at the risk of one’s life, a spirit of carrying out tasks at all 
costs, and a heroic self-sacrificing spirit. It is a death-defying spirit with which the soldiers of the 
revolutionary army fight for the party and the leader, for the country and revolution at the cost of their 
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youth and lives; it is a revolutionary spirit of sure victory, a spirit of confronting any enemy no matter 
how formidable head-on and breaking through any difficulties and trials.

The revolutionary party and armed forces and single-hearted unity form the three revolutionary forces 
on which Songun politics relies. The revolutionary party is the guiding force of Songun politics, the 
revolutionary armed forces are a reliable point-man and solid cornerstone of the politics and single-
hearted unity is the strong driving force for administering the politics.

The first reason why this politics serves as the main political mode of socialism is because it makes 
sure that the fundamental ideals and principles of the revolution are steadfastly maintained and most 
thoroughly embodied. It makes it possible to firmly defend socialism, the fundamental ideal of the 
revolution, and accomplish it, maintain the working-class principles basic to the revolution and apply 
them in all realms of social life to the letter.

The second reason why Songun politics serves as the main political mode of socialism is because it is a
strategic political mode that should be permanently adhered to as long as imperialism exists in the 
world and its moves for aggression, war, isolation and suffocation continue. Songun politics makes it 
possible to mercilessly foil the ideological and cultural infiltration and psychological underhand 
schemes of the imperialists and solidify the ideological position of socialism by dint of the 
revolutionary soldier spirit and also to give fullest play to its might. The politics also helps the 
revolutionary army to make a breakthrough in the most difficult and labour-intensive sectors of 
socialist construction and all the people to follow the example set by the former, thus frustrating the 
tenacious and vicious blockade and sanctions of imperialism and advancing socialism without let-up.

In order to enforce Songun politics on a full scale it is above all important to strengthen the 
revolutionary army in every way.

In order to strengthen the People’s Army it is important to give full play to its political and ideological 
superiority, enhance its military and technical preparedness, make the defence industry Juche-oriented, 
modern and scientific at a high level and establish throughout society a climate of prioritizing military 
affairs.

Next in importance in administering Songun politics at full throttle is to fully cement the great army-
people unity with the revolutionary army as its core.

To this end, the People’s Army should realize the unity on its own initiative while loving and respecting
the people and voluntarily doing things for their good under the slogan of aiding the people. 
Meanwhile, the people should zealously learn from the revolutionary soldier spirit and fighting mettle 
of the People’s Army, render whole-hearted support to the army and share life and death with the army.

Last in importance in administering Songun politics to the fullest is to raise the leading role of the 
revolutionary army on all fronts of socialist construction and generalize its examples.

The People’s Army should make a breakthrough in the most difficult and arduous sectors of socialist 
economic construction and stand in the vanguard of creating and disseminating the Songun culture in 
the new century. The people should charge forward by leaps and bounds from one decade to the next on



all fronts of socialist construction by emulating the spirit of struggle and creation displayed by the 
People’s Army.

Benevolent politics and Songun politics, the main political modes of socialism, are closely related with 
each other.

As such, the Juche-oriented revolutionary theory has newly expounded that Songun politics and 
benevolent politics form the main political modes of socialism. This gave rise to a powerful weapon 
with which to advance the socialist cause along the road of victory in line with the intrinsic nature of 
socialist society and law-governed requirements of socialist construction.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Benevolent politics 

The Juche-based revolutionary theory uniquely elucidates that the socialist mode of politics embraces 
benevolent politics, Songun politics, socialist democracy and the Taean work system, whose pivot is 
benevolent politics and Songun politics.

Benevolent politics is, in essence, a mode of politics that takes responsible care of the destiny of the 
masses of people with love for and trust in them. Power politics rules a country by means of power and 
plutocracy with the help of money, but benevolent politics does with infinite love for and trust in the 
masses of people.

It is the politics of genuine love for the people that sees the masses of people as God, takes responsible 
care of their physical life as well as socio-political one, does even what is considered impossible if they
wish and spares nothing for the good of them. It is an all-embracing politics that shows love and trust in
broad masses of people of all social standings equally and the main political mode of socialism.

Benevolent politics constitutes the main political mode of socialism because, first of all, it is a political 
mode which makes it possible to manage and run society to suit the essential features of the socialist 
system.

In socialist society relations of love and trust, unity and cooperation are established between all its 
members as they share the same positions and interests, and they build the basis of social relationship. 
Therefore, in socialist society love for and trust in the masses of people constitute the essence of 
socialist politics and benevolent politics becomes the main political mode of socialism.

Another reason is that benevolent politics is a political mode that consolidates the single-minded unity 
of the leader, Party, army and people, the driving force of the revolution, in every way.

Socialist society is based on collectivism and steadily develops on the strength of single-minded unity 
of the leader, Party, army and people. This single-mindedness, the highest stage of unity and cohesion 
of the masses of people, is achieved and its might can be fully demonstrated only by politics of love 
and trust, benevolent politics.

It is also because benevolent politics is a political mode which enables the masses to defend their 
position and play their part as masters in the governance of state and society.
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Socialism is a society in which the masses of people are the masters of state and society. Therefore, it 
should rely on a new socialist mode which will also help them play their due role as masters in their 
governance. Benevolent politics is a political mode which makes it possible for them to keep their 
position and play their role as masters in the management and running of the state and society.

To elect a political leader with infinite love for the people is foremost in administering benevolent 
politics in socialist society.

The socialist political leader should be a servant of people who loves and devotes his all to them. If he 
lacks capacity, the progress of socialist society may be delayed, but if he has no benevolence, he would 
betray his people and finally bring socialism to ruin.

The socialist ruling party should be built to be a motherly party.

It means making the party a genuine guide and protector of people that takes responsible and 
meticulous care of the masses as a mother does her children. The socialist ruling party, the party of the 
working class should be built to be a motherly party that gives priority to the protection of their 
interests and fights against those who encroach on their interests.

All officials should be educated in the spirit of infinitely loving and faithfully serving the people and 
they should fight uncompromisingly against all practices that are contrary to it.

They should always think of people first and pay primary attention to their livelihood, rack their brains 
and make sincere efforts to solve the problems that arise in improving their livelihood and do as many 
things for the good of people as possible. Such practices that the officials do not work devotedly for the
good of people should be eliminated and, in particular, abuse of power, bureaucratism and irregularities
and corruption be strictly rejected.

As the Juche-based revolutionary theory clarifies the idea and theory on benevolent politics in full 
measure, a fresh understanding has been established of the main political mode that suits the intrinsic 
features of socialist society and powerful guidelines have been provided to correctly administer 
socialist society and dynamically advance the socialist construction by enlisting the masses of people 
by dint of love and trust.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

General Line of Socialist Construction 

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory clarifies the original general line of socialist construction. It is,
in a word, to thoroughly carry out the three revolutions—ideological, technological and cultural—while
strengthening the people’s government and enhancing its functions and role constantly.

To build and complete socialism it is needed to build up the people’s government and enhance its 
functions and role.

The basic mission of the people’s government is to serve working people. It is the representative of 
their independent rights, organizer of their creative ability, householder in charge of their livelihood 
and protector of their independent and creative life.
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What is important in strengthening the people’s government is to strictly embody the leader’s ideology 
and ensure his leadership.

And an important task in enhancing its functions and role is to ensure its unified guidance over society. 
The people’s government should take unified control of all domains of social life and all areas of the 
country, ensure their balanced and harmonious development and give free rein to the creativity of all 
individual sectors and units.

It is an important function of the people’s government to enforce the people’s democratic dictatorship. 
It should put down the manoeuvres of hostile elements against socialism root and branch and intensify 
legal punishment of those who violate law steeped in old ideas.

In strengthening the people’s government and enhancing its functions and role lies a sure guarantee of 
defending and consummating the socialist cause.

To complete socialism it is imperative to carry on the revolution continuously even after the socialist 
system is established. In other words, the three revolutions—ideological, technological and cultural—
should be carried out.

The ideological revolution is, in essence, a revolution to replace old things with new ones in the 
ideological domain. Specifically, it is a struggle to arm all members of society with independent 
ideological consciousness, socialist ideology, and make them revolutionaries of a Juche type.

Its key task is to firmly equip all people with one ideology, the revolutionary ideology of the leader, and
achieve ideological unity of the whole society on the basis of it.

A successful ideological revolution requires intensifying ideological education and ideological 
campaign and training people through revolutionary organizational life and revolutionary practice.

The technological revolution is an undertaking to promote the well-being of the people by developing 
productive forces, eliminate the substantial difference in labour and free working people from hard 
labour.

To carry out the technological revolution successfully it is necessary to correctly set the stage of its 
development in full consideration of revolutionary tasks and feasibility and carry it on from the 
standpoint of Juche, on the principle of making the national economy Juche-oriented, modern and 
science-based, in line with the specific conditions of the country and by relying on the creativity of 
local people.

The cultural revolution is an undertaking to free people from the shackles of old culture and create a 
socialist culture that serves the masses of the people so as to enable all of them to enjoy civilized 
socialist life with profound knowledge and high cultural attainments. What is important here is to 
develop education, thoroughly implement the line of building socialist national culture and overcome 
the imperialists’ cultural infiltration and a restorationist tendency.

The principle to be adhered to in carrying out the three revolutions is to push the technological and 
cultural revolutions in parallel while giving definite precedence to the ideological revolution.



The elucidation of the general line of socialist construction by the Juche-oriented revolutionary theory 
meant the provision of correct guidelines for transforming nature, society and man as required by Juche
and successfully building and completing socialism.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Strategic Objective of Socialist Construction 

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory clarifies the strategic objective of socialist construction as 
suited to the intrinsic requirements for accomplishing the socialist cause.

The strategic objective of socialist construction is to seize the ideological and material fortresses.

Securing the ideological fortress means making all members of society comprehensively developed 
social beings who possess the ideological consciousness of independence and a high degree of creative 
ability and developing the whole of society into a political and ideological entity, and a large 
harmonious family, which is closely united with the same ideology and revolutionary comradeship.

Occupying the material fortress means establishing the all-people ownership of means of production, 
and developing the productive forces so that distribution can be carried out according to the need.

The struggle to capture the two fortresses is a struggle to completely realize the independence of the 
masses of the people in their ideological, spiritual and material life.

To occupy the ideological and material fortresses successfully, one should maintain the principle of 
pushing ahead with the work of occupying both fortresses altogether while giving definite precedence 
to the work of seizing the former.

The work of occupying the two fortresses is closely related with each other.

Apart from the undertaking to conquer the ideological fortress, one cannot successfully create material 
conditions for socialist society; without stepping up the work to occupy the material fortress one can 
neither realize people’s demands for material life nor promote the work to prepare the driving force of 
socialist society.

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory clarifies the strategic tasks to attain the strategic objective of 
socialist construction.

The undertaking to seize the ideological and material fortresses is carried out through the 
transformation of people, nature and society, and the latter is a strategic task that should be performed 
in socialist construction with consistency.

The work of remoulding people is a creative undertaking to develop them into more powerful beings 
both spiritually and physically so as to strengthen the driving force of the revolution, and its main task 
is to train all members of society into comprehensively developed social beings possessed of a high 
sense of independence and a high degree of creative ability.
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Particularly important in this regard is to equip people with ideological consciousness of independence 
and socialist ideology and foster their creative ability by raising their level of sci-tech knowledge and 
cultural attainments.

Transformation of nature is a creative activity to create the material conditions for people’s existence 
and social development.

The material and technological foundations for building socialism should be built up with a nation-state
as the unit.

To this end, it is necessary to build an independent national economy. When one builds the independent
national economy, an economy which stands on its feet and develops on the strength of the resources 
and technologies of one’s own country and by the efforts of one’s own people, one can firmly maintain 
national sovereignty and revitalize the national economy. In this way one can provide people with a 
wealthy and civilized material and cultural life.

Transformation of society is a creative activity to develop social relations with a view to raising the 
position and role of the masses of the people.

Transformation of society that is carried out after the establishment of socialist system is an activity to 
consolidate and develop the socialist social relations in every way by continuously improving and 
perfecting social relations. The main task of the activity is to build a classless society by eliminating the
class distinctions between workers and farmers and establish the socialist social relations more 
thoroughly by further consolidating the human relations of unity and cooperation based on 
revolutionary comradeship and obligation and steadily developing political, economic and cultural 
systems in conformity with the rise in the ideological and cultural levels of people and the 
consolidations of material foundations of society.

The most important thing in transforming society is to consolidate and develop the political system. 
Only then can one successfully realize political guidance over overall social life and develop the 
economic and cultural systems.

In order to build and accomplish socialism one should maintain the principle of pushing forward the 
transformation of nature and society simultaneously while giving priority to the remoulding of people.

As such, the Juche-oriented revolutionary theory sets it as a strategic objective of socialist construction 
to occupy the ideological and material fortresses and indicates the new strategic tasks for seizing the 
two fortresses. In this way it gives a correct guideline for building and accomplishing socialism 
successfully.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Essential Advantages of Socialism and Inevitability of Its Triumph   

The Juche-oriented theory of socialism illuminates the essential advantages of socialism and the 
inevitability of its triumph in a scientific way, centring on the masses of the people.
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The essential advantages of socialism are that it is a society which thoroughly embodies the intrinsic 
demands of members of society, i.e., the society that thoroughly embodies the intrinsic demands of 
man, an independent, creative and conscious social being, and his collectivist need.

First of all, the essential advantages of socialism find expression in that the masses of the people are the
master of everything.

In other words, they are the masters of state power and means of production and society.

In socialist society, they are masters of society who have the state power in their possession.

The position of the masses as the masters of politics in socialist society is ensured by a revolutionary 
party and a socialist government led by it, the genuine people’s government.

In socialist society they are the masters of society who possess the means of production.

Under socialist system relations of the socialist ownership are established, thus making the masses the 
masters of means of production. Also, they seize state power and means of production and become 
genuine masters who manage the society.

Since state power and means of production are in their possession and the correct leadership of the 
revolutionary party is ensured, they manage the society in line with their demands and on their own 
responsibility.

Secondly, the essential advantages of socialism are that everything is geared to the benefit of the 
people.

In other words, all activities of the party and state are subordinated to ensuring the people genuine 
political freedom and rights and an affluent and civilized life.

Socialist society ensures the masses of the people an independent and creative political, economic, 
ideological and cultural life in an overall way through the correct and people-centred policies of the 
party and state.

In socialist society all people enjoy equal political freedom and rights as masters of the state and 
society, and are granted the most precious political integrity and exalt it while leading a revolutionary 
organizational life as members of political organizations.

The masses are provided with stable jobs and cultural and hygienic working conditions and evenly 
enjoy labour and material lives free from any worries about food, clothing and housing.

Under the care and guidance of the party and state they prepare themselves as genuine social beings 
who possess independent ideological consciousness and a high degree of creative ability and enjoy 
sound and rich cultural and emotional life to their hearts’ content as genuine creators and enjoyers of 
advanced ideas and culture.

Thirdly, the essential advantages of socialism are that it constantly develops by the united efforts of the 
masses of the people.



Socialist society is a society with the greatest ability to develop because the army and people are united
behind the party and the leader on the basis of socialist ideology, the highest form of the development 
of the independent ideological consciousness.

In this society socialist education is vigorously conducted and correct political mode of socialism is 
applied under the correct leadership of the party and leader with the result that the unity of the whole 
society is realized on an increasingly high level. Correspondingly, socialism develops at a high speed.

Socialism is an advantageous society, but its advantages are not automatically displayed.

Only when the masses of the people possess a high sense of independence and a high degree of creative
ability and occupy the position as the masters of society and perform their roles as such under the 
correct leadership of the party and leader, will socialism be able to give full play to its essential 
advantages and develop into an ideal society of mankind.

The Juche-oriented theory of socialism newly expounds the inevitability of victory of socialism, with 
the masses of the people as its centre.

Socialism will surely emerge victorious first because it is the intention and will of the masses, the 
subject of history.

Just as the independent nature of the masses, the subject of history, is unchangeable, so are their 
aspirations after socialism. Accordingly, socialism will be sure to win.

Socialism will surely win secondly because it is an inevitable requirement of the development of 
human society that the society based on individualism develops into that based on collectivism.

People can live and develop only when they act in a social collective, and transform nature and society 
and realize their demands for independence only through a collective effort of members of society.

Socialism is a society based on collectivism.

Socialism will necessarily win thirdly because it is an immutable law of historical development that the
new emerges victorious and the old perishes.

The struggle for socialism is not only a struggle to liquidate the old exploiter society once and for all 
and create a new society in line with the aspirations and demands of people, but also a struggle between
the new and the old.

In this struggle the old and reactionary exploiter society perishes and the new and progressive socialist 
society wins.

This is the law governing the development of history.

The triumph of socialism is a matter of necessity, but it is never achieved of its own accord.

To achieve the victory of socialism and hasten its final victory it is necessary to firmly arm the masses 
of the people with the theories about the corruption of capitalism, the essential advantages of socialism,
the inevitability of the downfall of imperialism and the certainty of the triumph of the socialism, and 
make socialism an element of their faith and morality.



As the essential advantages of socialism and the inevitability of its triumph are newly proved on a 
scientific basis by the Juche-oriented theory of the revolution, people have been provided with a mighty
ideological weapon for staunchly safeguarding socialism and accomplishing its victory.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Socialist Revolution 

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory clarifies in a fresh and overall way the theory, strategy and 
tactics that are related to socialist revolution.

Socialist revolution is, in essence, a revolution to eliminate the exploitation of man by man once and 
for all, realize the socio-political independence of the masses of the people and open a new way to 
social development.

The question to be solved before anything else in realizing the independence of the masses is to realize 
their socio-political independence. To this end, it is important to liquidate the exploiting classes and 
systems and make the masses genuine masters of the state and society.

The rebellions by slaves or bourgeois revolutions in human history ended in replacing one exploiting 
system with the other and failed to abolish the exploitation of man by man itself. The anti-imperialist, 
anti-feudal democratic revolution, too, cannot abolish the exploitation completely. Socialist revolution 
markedly strengthens the unity of whole society and gives full play to the unfathomable wisdom and 
strength of the masses by making the working masses genuine masters of the state and society. It also 
creates political, social and economic conditions for fully transforming all realms of social life as suited
to the demands of the working masses for independence and pushing forward their development.

Transition to socialist revolution after accomplishing anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution
is an indispensible requirement in revolutionary development.

Transition from anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution to socialist revolution is a 
prerequisite for completely eliminating the social sources of exploitation and oppression, making the 
working masses genuine masters of everything in society, freeing the productive forces of society from 
the restrictions of the outdated relations of production, rapidly developing the overall national 
economy, cementing the unity of all people based on alliance of workers and peasants and 
consolidating the political foundation of revolution.

To set up a socialist government poses as a primary issue in carrying out socialist revolution, because 
socialist revolution is accompanied by fierce class struggle and the small-commodity producers like 
peasants can be correctly led to the road of socialism only by socialist government.

In capitalist countries socialist revolution is carried out by overthrowing bourgeois government with 
revolutionary violence and establishing a new socialist government. The countries where anti-
imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution has been accomplished should establish a socialist 
government by strengthening and developing their people’s democratic government into a socialist 
government.
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The main task for conducting socialist revolution is to transform outdated production relations in urban 
and rural areas along socialist lines.

Of primary importance here is agricultural cooperativization. Agricultural cooperativization is a social 
transformation geared to liberating peasants from all sorts of exploitation and oppression for good and 
completely freeing agricultural productive forces from the outdated production relations based on 
private ownership, and thus remodelling the private peasant economy into a socialist collective 
economy.

Only when private peasant economy is cooperativized can socialist production relationship be 
established, the root cause of exploitation and poverty be completely eliminated, material and technical 
foundations of agriculture be consolidated and agricultural productivity be rapidly developed. In 
addition, the worker-peasant alliance can be further strengthened on a new footing and the political 
foundations of the revolution be solidified.

In the past it had been a ready-made formula to realize the cooperativization of the rural economy when
socialist industrialization has been completed and modern farming machines are massively sent to rural
areas. However, agricultural cooperativization can be carried out successfully when the peasants 
urgently demand the transformation of outdated production relations and the revolutionary forces that 
will undertake it are prepared, even though the level of productivity and technological development is 
relatively low.

What is important in organizing and waging the agricultural cooperativization is to adhere to the 
principle of voluntary participation and pursue correct class policies and intensify guidance and support
of the party and the state.

Next importance is to transform private trade and industry along socialist lines.

Socialist transformation of private trade and industry is a social transformation to eradicate once and 
for all the root cause of exploitation lingering in urban areas and lead small- and medium-scale 
entrepreneurs, merchants and handicraft workers along the road of socialism.

Private trade and industry involve urban handicrafts and capitalist trade and industry.

In the preceding socialist revolution the bourgeoisies were usually liquidated by way of expropriation.

On the basis of accurate analysis of class relations and the state of capitalist traders and entrepreneurs 
during the socialist revolution the Juche-oriented revolutionary theory illuminates the road of 
transforming them gradually along socialist lines, while limiting their activities and using them, not 
expropriating them.

The effective way of transforming the capitalist trade and industry along socialist lines is to transform 
various types of cooperative economy with the help of the state and under its leadership.

Another important matter for successfully carrying out the socialist transformation of production 
relations is to closely combine the transformation of economic form with human transformation and 
push ahead with the cooperativization of the rural economy and socialist transformation of capitalist 
trade and industry in parallel.



When socialist revolution emerges victorious with the completion of socialist transformation of 
production relations in urban and rural communities, exploitation and oppression will be eradicated 
once and for all and the most advanced socialist system where the masses are the masters of everything 
in society be established.

As such, the Juche-oriented revolutionary theory cast fresh light on the theory on socialist revolution 
with the masses of the people at the centre, thus indicating a correct road for accomplishing the historic
cause of class emancipation and realizing the social and political independence for the masses.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Anti-Imperialist, Anti-Feudal Democratic Revolution 

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory clarifies the principle that the people in the colonial and semi-
colonial countries should carry out an anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution in order to win
back their national sovereignty and realize the independence of their nations, and expounds the theory 
on it in an all-round way.

The anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution is aimed at freeing the working masses of the 
people from colonial and feudal subordination and oppression and ensuring the democratic 
development of society in the colonial and semi-colonial countries.

The character of the revolution is defined by its main task as well as social and class relations.

The main task of the revolution in the colonial and semi-colonial countries is to carry out the tasks of 
the anti-imperialist national-liberation revolution and the anti-feudal democratic revolution.

Social and class relations in the colonial and semi-colonial countries are very complicated. Foreign 
imperialist aggressor forces and their lackeys including landlords, comprador capitalists, traitors to the 
nation and reactionary bureaucrats are keenly interested in keeping colonial and feudal relationships, 
whereas the broad sections of the people, including workers, peasants, youth and students, intellectuals,
conscientious national capitalists and men of religion, are vitally interested in carrying out the tasks of 
the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal revolution for their socio-economic and class status.

Starting from the main task of the revolution and the social and class relations, the revolution in the 
colonial and semi-colonial countries is anti-imperialist, anti-feudal and democratic.

The anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution has some characteristics that are distinguished 
from the previous democratic revolution.

This revolution is the one that carries out the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal tasks in close 
combination, embraces the broad sections of patriotic and democratic forces and continuously switches 
over to socialist revolution.

The tasks of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution are as follows:

First, the driving force of the revolution should be firmly prepared.
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To this end, a party should be founded and consolidated and the workers, peasants, youth and students 
and intellectuals be rallied as the driving force of the revolution under the leadership of the party with 
the revolutionary army as the core and model.

Second, organized armed struggle should be launched on the strength of a regular revolutionary armed 
force.

This makes it possible to train a backbone of the revolution and step up the work of awakening and 
organizing the masses, thereby bringing about an upswing in the national liberation struggle as a whole.
The main form of the armed struggle in the anti-imperialist, national-liberation revolution is guerrilla 
warfare.

Third, the people’s democratic government should be established.

As a genuine people’s government which staunchly defends the interests of the broad sections of the 
masses and substantially provides the people with democratic freedom and rights in all spheres of 
social life and a new-type government that is based on the worker-peasant alliance led by the working 
class and relies on the united front embracing the people from all walks of life, it performs the function 
of the people’s democratic dictatorship in the stage of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic 
revolution.

In order to solidify the people’s government established during the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal 
democratic revolution and enhance its role, a party should put the army under its control and rely on it.

Fourth, democratic reforms should be enforced.

What is important in enforcing democratic reforms including agrarian reform and nationalization of 
major industries is to fully ensure the democratic freedom and rights of the working people. To this 
end, blue-and white-collar workers should be provided with basic rights in their working life and freed 
from the colonial and forced labour. In addition, women should also be freed from all manners of social
inequality and personal subordination and assured of social rights equal to those of men, with the 
democratization of the education.

If the tasks of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution are to be carried out, the colonial 
rule of imperialism and feudal relations will be liquidated and the people’s democratic system in which 
the masses are provided with the position and role as the masters of the state and society established.

The Juche-oriented theory on the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution has perfected the 
theory on the colonial national-liberation revolution and provided a powerful weapon for the peoples of
the colonial and oppressed nations in achieving their national liberation and democratic development of
society on their own.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Principles of Songun Revolution 

These are the fundamental principles that must be consistently adhered to in accomplishing the 
revolutionary cause.
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They encompass the principle of giving priority to military affairs and the principle of giving 
precedence to the army over the working class.

In short, the principle of giving priority to military affairs means attaching paramount importance to 
military affairs among the various undertakings of the revolution and construction and concentrating 
the biggest efforts on them.

Giving priority to military affairs in the revolution and construction means regarding them as the most 
important of all affairs of the revolution and construction and attaching primary importance to it.

Concentrating the biggest efforts on military affairs means subordinating all other affairs of the 
revolution and construction to military affairs and channelling political, economic and all other 
potentialities of the country into them.

The reason why the principle of giving priority to military affairs serves as the fundamental principle 
that must be maintained in the revolution and construction is because it provides the basic guarantee for
enhancing the nation’s overall strength by building a strong military capability.

The principle of giving precedence to the army over the working class is, in a nutshell, the principle of 
raising the revolutionary army as the main force of the revolution and construction, i.e., the principle of
solving all problems that arise in the revolution and construction by giving prominence to the 
revolutionary army as the core and a model in the formation of the revolutionary ranks and enhancing 
its role as a pacesetter in the revolution and construction.

The principle of giving precedence to the army over the working class is based on a new Juche-oriented
attitude and stand of the main force of the revolution.

Which class or social collective becomes the main force of the revolution is decided by its position and 
role in the revolution and construction, its revolutionary spirit and organizational discipline and combat
capabilities. In other words, only the revolutionary collective who takes responsibility of the main front
which is vital to and decisive of the destiny of the revolution, and plays the central and leading role in 
the revolution and construction for their most revolutionary and militant ideo-spiritual qualities can 
become the main force of the revolution. From this point of view the sole collective that deserves to 
become the main force of the revolution is the revolutionary army.

The reason why the principle of giving priority to military affairs serves as the fundamental principle 
that must be maintained in the revolution and construction is because it provides a sure guarantee for 
building up the main driving force of the revolution and promoting all affairs in a revolutionary and 
militant manner.

In order to embody the principles of the Songun revolution, it is, first of all, important to make the 
revolutionary army a powerful revolutionary armed force boundlessly faithful to the leader.

Only then can it fully perform its mission and duty as the primary pillar, reliable point-men and solid 
cornerstone and give full play to its might in the revolution and construction.

Another importance in embodying the principles of the Songun revolution is to establish a social 
climate of attaching importance to military affairs throughout society.



All sectors and units should provide everything that is needed for strengthening the army and 
developing the defence industry on a top-priority basis. They should strengthen the paramilitary forces 
in all aspects and turn the whole country into an impregnable fortress by implementing the Party’s line 
of arming all the people and fortifying the whole country. Along with this, they should love soldiers as 
their own flesh and blood and aid the army both materially and morally.

What is also important in embodying the principles of the Songun revolution is to wage a vigorous 
campaign to emulate the revolutionary soldier spirit and way of struggle created by the army across 
society.

The practical experience of the Korean revolution shows that when the entire Party, the whole army 
and all the people live and work in the revolutionary soldier spirit and way of struggle single-heartedly 
united behind the Party and the leader, there are no formidable enemy and fortress they cannot defeat 
and conquer.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Principle of Sustaining the Juche Character and National Character   

Adherence to the Juche character and national character of the revolution and construction is a 
fundamental principle that must be maintained in the revolution and construction.

Preserving the Juche character and national character of the revolution and construction means that the 
masses of the people shape the destiny of their country, nation and themselves independently and 
creatively as befits the masters of destiny. In other words, it requires that all problems arising in the 
shaping of the destiny of the country and nation be solved on one’s own to meet one’s own demands.

Keeping the national character of the revolution and construction means sustaining and developing the 
excellent characteristics inherent in one’s nation and embodying them in all spheres of social life. In 
other words, it means defending and sustaining ideological sentiments, excellent disposition and 
tradition of one’s own nation.

Maintenance of the Juche character and national character of the revolution and construction is a 
fundamental principle that must be held fast to in accomplishing the cause of socialism. The reason is 
because it is a principled requirement for carrying out the cause of socialism to suit its independent 
nature and historical and actual conditions, a common requirement and aspiration of all countries and 
all peoples and an essential demand for strengthening international unity and solidarity and 
contributing truly to the development of the world revolutionary movement.

What is of importance in adhering to the Juche character and national character of the revolution and 
construction is to cherish love for the country and nation.

Only when the masses of the people have ideological sentiments to love and value their country and 
nation can they possess the stand and attitude of carving out the destiny of the country and nation on 
their own and give full play to their patriotic enthusiasm for the prosperity of their country and nation.
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Revolutionaries must boundlessly love and treasure their country and nation, whereas the party that 
performs the revolution must acquire a firm standpoint of valuing the country and nation and assuming 
responsibility for their destiny.

Next in importance in sustaining the Juche character and national character of the revolution and 
construction is to carry out the revolution and construction in one's own way on the principle of 
national independence.

The principle of national independence is to decide upon and solving all the problems arising in 
shaping the destiny of the country and nation in an independent manner. The rights to settle the issues 
that arise in the revolution and construction of each country are granted only to the party and people of 
that country.

Revolutionary party and people must flatly reject any foreign pressure or interference and decide upon 
their own problems according to their independent determination and judgment and in conformity with 
their demands and interests. They must always find their own methods and ways in the revolution and 
construction and firmly rely on them.

Of another importance in preserving the Juche character and national character in the revolution and 
construction is to build up its own force.

Preparing its own force means preparing and strengthening the economic and military forces together 
with its own political force.

What is fundamental to preparing its own force is to build up a strong politic force of its own. Unity 
means the strength of the driving force of the revolution. National unity in socialist society must be the 
unity of the whole society in ideology and purpose centring on the party and the leader.

Powerful military and national economic might provide a guarantee for frustrating the US and other 
imperialists’ moves against socialism and maintaining and embodying the Juche character and national 
character. Accordingly, invincible military capability must be prepared and powerful national economic
strength built as required by the new centuryby speeding up the process of putting of the economy on 
an IT and modern footing.

In adhering to the Juche character and national character of the revolution and construction it is very 
important to enhance the sense of national pride and self-confidence.

High sense of national pride and self-confidence makes it possible to safeguard the dignity and 
sovereignty of its nation and achive national prosperity with firm determination and will.

An ideological education for boosting the spirit of national independence must be undertaken in a 
proactive manner, while sustaining the excellent qualities of the nation and carrying forward and 
developing the national heritage correctly.

The last but not least importance in maintaining the Juche character and national character in the 
revolution and construction is to wage the struggle against imperialism and dominationism.



The illusions about and fear of imperialism must be dispelled. Vigorous efforts must be made to fight 
against imperialism and smash up the vicious and cunning policy of the imperialists who seek to 
obliterate nations and pursue “globalization” in particular and their reactionary doctrines which try to 
justify this policy.

The fighting experiences gained by the Workers’ Party of Korea and the Korean people prove that it is 
only when the Juche character and national character are held fast to in the revolution and construction 
that the cause of socialism can be advanced victoriously and the independent development and 
prosperity of the country and nation be ensured.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Principles of Defending and Embodying the Masses’ Demand for Independence and Interests   

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory newly clarifies the main principle to be held fast to in the 
revolution and construction, i.e., thoroughly defending and embodying the demand of the masses of the
people for independence and their interests.

This principle means respecting their aspirations and demand for independence in the revolution and 
construction and actively struggling for its realization.

First of all, one must subordinate everything to the realization of broad sections of the masses of the 
people with main emphasis on their demands and interests.

If one is to successfully carry out the revolution and construction, one must defend and embody 
together the demand and interests of the masses of all strata including peasantry and intellectuals as 
well as the working class who aspire after independence.

Any slightest privileged elements which neglect and violate the demand and interests of the broad 
masses cannot be permitted in the revolutionary struggle, because by nature the revolutionary struggle 
rejects every manner of privilege.

In the revolution and construction things for the benefit of the masses of the people, not for some 
privileged persons, should be given the highest and absolute priority, and everything should be 
subordinated to defending and realizing their demand for independence and interests.

Secondly, everything should be geared to realizing the fundamental demand of the masses for 
independence and their interests.

Any of the demand and interests of the masses in life is connected with the work to realize their 
independence.

Some of the demand and interests are temporary and secondary things raised from change in objective 
conditions and circumstances and others are fundamental as they are vital to the destiny of the 
revolution, the destiny of the masses as independent beings.

If one rejects the demand of the masses for living as the masters of the state and society, the 
fundamental demand connected with their destiny, because the circumstances and conditions for the 
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revolution and construction are difficult and severe, one may temporarily achieve “prosperity,” but 
finally bring the revolution to ruin.

Another reason why defending and embodying the masses’ demand for independence and their interests
is the basic principle of the revolution and construction is that the revolution and construction are a 
struggle for defending and realizing the independence of the masses and socialist construction is the 
course for completely realizing their demand for independence and interests.

If one is to build socialism in line with their demand for independence and interests, one must 
strengthen the party organizationally and ideologically before anything else and firmly ensure the 
party’s leadership over the revolution and construction.

Only when one strengthens the party and enhances its leadership role in the revolution and construction
can one strengthen the driving force of the revolution and enhance its role by rallying broad sections of 
the masses behind the party organizationally and ideologically.

In this way one will successfully build socialism in line with their demand for independence and 
interests.

Thirdly, in importance in building socialism in conformity with their demand for independence and 
interests is to steadily enhance the functions and role of the socialist government.

The socialist government vigorously promotes the revolution and construction, and firmly defends and 
realizes their demand for independence and interests through its function of unified leadership over 
society and the people’s democratic dictatorship.

Finally, to defend and develop socialist ownership is of another importance for building socialism in 
keeping with the masses’ demand for independence and their interests.

Defending and developing socialist ownership makes it possible to firmly guarantee the position and 
role of the masses as the masters of the state and society, and fully realize their demand for 
independence and interests in the sphere of material life, increase the might of the socialist economy 
and ensure a wealthier and civilized material life for the people.

The revolutionary party should adhere to and embody the revolutionary principle of thoroughly 
defending and realizing the masses’ demand for independence and interests in the whole course of 
socialist construction.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Inheritance of Leader’s Revolutionary Cause

The Juche-oriented revolutionary theory gives a scientific answer to the question of the continuity of 
the revolutionary cause of the leader.

The revolutionary cause pioneered by the leader is not accomplished in one generation, but it is a 
historic cause lasting generations.

Therefore, it is necessary to carry forward the leader’s cause to bring it to completion.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?juche+7777


The question of carrying forward the revolutionary cause of the leader is not merely a matter of 
handing over his leadership position to his successor at the time of the shift of generations of the 
revolution, but a problem of defending and glorifying down through the generations the revolutionary 
ideology and the revolutionary cause of the leader as well as an important issue decisive to the future of
the revolution.

The continuity of the revolutionary cause of the leader is, in essence, the continuity of the leader’s 
leadership position and role. The successor to the leader holds an absolute position and plays a decisive
role in carrying forward the leader’s revolutionary cause.

First of all, the leader’s successor safeguards and carries forward the revolutionary ideology created by 
the leader generation after generation and embodies it in a thoroughgoing way throughout society.

The revolutionary ideology of the leader who blazed the trail for the revolution serves as the one and 
only guiding ideology of the revolution and construction and the lifeline to be permanently held fast to 
in accomplishing the revolutionary cause. It incorporates in an all-round way the general goal and 
direction of the revolutionary cause and the tasks and ways for social change in implementing them.

The leader’s successor staunchly defends and brilliantly carries forward the revolutionary ideology 
created by the leader by dint of his unexcelled ideological and theoretical wisdom and energetic 
activities, thus maintaining permanently the revolutionary character of the revolutionary cause, the 
leader’s cause, and ensuring their continuity pure and clean. And he advances the revolution without 
letup in accordance with the leader’s ideology and intention, and leads the revolutionary cause through 
to its completion by transforming the whole of society in line with the leader’s ideology and intention.

Next in importance is that the revolutionary traditions achieved by the leader are firmly maintained and
carried forward by the successor down through the generations.

To carry forward the revolutionary traditions means to hold fast to the guiding ideology created by the 
leader who pioneered the revolution and the revolutionary exploits performed by embodying it and, on 
that basis, develop the revolution onto a higher stage without interruption.

The revolutionary traditions include the guiding ideology, theory and method of the revolution which 
serve as guidelines in the whole course of accomplishing the revolutionary cause, rich fighting 
experiences and valuable exploits.

The leader’s successor links the past, the present and the future of the revolutionary cause in an 
unbroken line, steadily maintains the lifeblood of the revolution and holds fast to the banner of the 
revolution in any adversity, by defending and carrying forward the revolutionary traditions established 
by the leader. He also transforms people on revolutionary lines with the leader’s revolutionary 
traditions as a typical example and leads them to give full play to their revolutionary enthusiasm and 
creative wisdom in the revolution and construction, thereby advancing the revolutionary cause in line 
with the leader’s ideology and will and leading it to final victory.

The leader’s successor also ensures that the politico-ideological unity of the revolutionary ranks 
achieved by his predecessor and its purity are steadily defended from one generation to another.



He builds up the party into the eternal party of the leader, unites the masses of the people firmly behind 
it and develops the revolutionary ranks into invincible forces. In this way he makes sure that the 
politico-ideological unity of the party and the revolutionary ranks and its purity are invariably 
safeguarded down through the generations. Therefore, he constantly strengthens the motive force of the
revolution and enhances its role, thus brilliantly inheriting and accomplishing the revolutionary cause 
started by the leader.

After all, the revolutionary cause which was pioneered and victoriously advanced by the leader is 
inherited and accomplished by his successor.

Proper solution of the issue of successor to the leader comes as a fundamental problem for inheriting 
the leader’s revolutionary cause for all generations to come and completing it. The lessons of the world 
socialist movement show that the party cannot maintain its existence and the revolutionary cause will 
meet its doom owing to renegades of revolution and socialism if it fails to put forward the suitable 
successor to its leader or if it fails to properly establish the successor’s leadership system, even though 
it put forward the successor.

The Juche-oriented theory scientifically expounded the pioneering, development and accomplishment 
of the revolutionary cause on the basis of the position and role of the leader in the revolutionary 
struggle, thus creating a new phase for the development of the revolutionary theory and providing a 
powerful ideological and theoretical weapon for the final victory of the revolutionary cause.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Attitude and Standpoint towards the Leader 

The revolutionary theory of Juche scientifically elucidates the attitude and standpoint towards 
supporting the leader in real earnest, that is, boundless loyalty to him.

Loyalty to the leader is the noble trait of the revolutionary soldiers which is expressed in entertaining a 
boundless respect for him and holding him in high esteem.

The main criterion of loyalty to the leader is to hold him in high esteem, regard his authority as 
absolute, make his ideas one’s own creed and observe the principle of implementing his ideas and lines 
unconditionally.

Holding the leader in high esteem means entrusting one’s destiny entirely to the leader while regarding 
it as one’s highest honour and happiness to have him and struggling for him with all devotion with a 
firm conviction that one can do everything as long as one is led by him.

Regarding the leader’s authority as absolute means defending him politically and ideologically and at 
the cost of one’s life in any adversities with a firm standpoint that they recognize nobody, but him, 
sacrifice one’s all for raising the leader’s authority and prestige and making no slightest concessions 
concerning his authority.

Making the leader’s ideas and intentions one’s own creed means accepting his ideas and intentions as 
absolutely correct ones and adopting them as the only guidelines of one’s work and life, steadfastly 
defending his ideas and thinking and acting according to his ideas and intentions.
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Observing the principle of implementing the leader’s ideas and lines unconditionally means regarding 
his ideas as the law and the supreme order and thoroughly implementing his ideas and lines by 
cherishing the strong will that one has no right to die before one implements them and by displaying 
one’s boundless devotion and self-sacrificing spirit without the slightest reason or excuse and 
complaint about given conditions.

In order to have the firm stand and attitude of supporting the leader with sincerity one should make 
loyalty to the leader an element of one’s faith, conscience, morality and everyday concern.

Making loyalty to the leader an element of one’s faith means cherishing a firm resolution and 
ideological readiness to support the leader in good earnest and follow him forever. When loyalty to the 
leader is made an element of one’s faith, it can remain unchanged for good.

Making loyalty to the leader an element of one’s conscience means cherishing a clear mind to selflessly
support the leader with one’s true heart at any time and at every place.

When loyalty to the leader is made an element of one’s conscience, it can be earnest and pure, free 
from affectation and self-interest.

Making loyalty to the leader an element of one’s morality means cherishing a noble sense of duty to 
pay back the benevolence of the leader without fail, regarding him as one’s father and the saviour of 
one’s destiny.

Loyalty based on morality is a trait of regarding living and working according to the leader’s ideas and 
intentions as an inviolable moral principle and rule of conduct and of observing them voluntarily.

Making loyalty to the leader an element of everyday concern means solidifying loyalty to the leader in 
everyday life and embodying it in practice.

Only when loyalty to the leader is made an element of everyday concern, does it remain steady in any 
trials.

The above-said four indices go in close combination with each other, as an important yardstick to 
measure the true loyalty to the leader.

One cannot observe conscience and morality without one’s faith, and vice versa.

One’s genuine life is inconceivable separated from one’s faith, conscience and morality.

One’s faith, conscience and morality are made solid in one’s life.

Making loyalty to the leader an element of one’s faith, conscience, morality and everyday concern 
provide a sure guarantee for adding lustre to the genuine life of revolutionaries and incessantly 
consolidating and developing a socio-political organism where the party, the army and the people are 
single-heartedly united around the leader.

Loyalty to the leader should be inherited one generation after another.

Such loyalty is the loyalty to the successor to the leader who inherited the position and role from the 
latter.



Only when loyalty to the leader continues into the fidelity to his successor, can it be eternal loyalty that 
carries the revolutionary cause pioneered by the leader forward to its completion.

Herein lie the fundamental characteristics of genuine loyalty to the leader.

The Juche idea clarified the position and role of the leader in the accomplishment of the revolutionary 
cause for the masses of the people and on the basis of this, the correct attitude and standpoint toward 
sincerely supporting the leader.

Thus, it provided the masses with a powerful ideological and theoretical weapon with which they can 
vigorously advance the revolution and construction firmly being rallied behind the leader and following
his leadership.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Position and Role of the Leader

The Juche idea scientifically elucidates the position and role of the leader in the revolutionary struggle, 
that is, his absolute position and decisive role in the development of history and the revolutionary 
struggle.

That the leader holds the absolute position in the development of history and the revolutionary struggle 
means that he, the driving force of the revolution and the centre of the socio-political organism, 
occupies the unique position no one can take.

The leader is the centre of the socio-political organism. In other words, he is the centre of its unity and 
the centre of leadership.

He is the centre of ideological and organizational unity of the party, the army and the people and the 
centre of the unity based on moral obligation.

The party, the army and the people form a single socio-political organism with eternal independent 
viability, the independent driving force of the revolution when they are firmly united around the leader 
organizationally and ideologically and by moral obligation.

The leader is also the centre of leadership who leads the activities of the socio-political organism in a 
unified way.

Just as man’s activities for living are possible only under the command of his brain, so the socio-
political collective forms an organization with the leader at the centre and conducts its activities. The 
existence and activities of man are unthinkable without his brain. Likewise, the existence and activities 
of the socio-political collective are inconceivable without the leader.

That the leader plays the decisive role in the development of history and the revolutionary struggle 
means that he plays a decisive role in shaping the destiny of the masses of the people, the motive force 
of the revolution.
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The leader advances the guiding ideology of the revolution and develops and enriches it, so as to 
indicate to the masses the road ahead for the revolutionary struggle. He leads the revolution to victory 
by building up the motive force of the revolution and constantly enhancing its role, a decisive 
guarantee for achieving victory in the revolution and construction.

He also awakens the masses to revolutionary consciousness and organizes them so as to build them up 
as a powerful driving force of the revolution and leads the revolution to victory by enhancing its role to
the maximum.

In particular, he makes sure that the masses give the fullest play to their creativity by remarkably 
enhancing the role of the revolutionary army in the revolutionary struggle.

He develops the revolutionary army into an invincible army that is firmly prepared politically and 
ideologically and in military technology, so that it can defeat imperialists and all other 
counterrevolutionary forces and reliably defend the security of the country and nation, and the gains of 
the revolution. He also puts forward the army as the pillar and main force of the revolution and leads it 
to perform with credit the mission and duty as a shock brigade in making breakthroughs in building 
socialism. He encourages all the people to live and work by emulating the ideological and mental traits 
of the revolutionary army and in its fighting spirit, thereby enabling them to give the fullest play to 
their inexhaustible creative ability.

The leader properly solves the issue of his successor to achieve final victory of the revolution.

The historic mission of the leader is to pioneer and advance the masses’ cause of independence and 
perfectly settle the issue of his successor by laying the firm organizational and ideological basis and 
leadership system for carrying forward the revolution generation after generation.

The leader brings up the man who personifies the personality and qualification to carry forward the 
revolutionary cause in the crucible of the revolutionary struggle as the genuine people’s leader and puts
him forward as his successor. He lays a firm organizational and ideological basis for supporting the 
latter’s ideology and leadership and thoroughly establishes his leadership system, in order to carry 
forward the revolutionary cause down through generations.

The Juche idea viewed and approached the position and role of the leader not in terms of the social 
movement but as the issue about the centre of the socio-political organism and its top brain that newly 
arises in the revolutionary struggle for the first time in history, and thus provided an absolutely correct 
scientific solution to the issue.

Ri Chong Ho

Fundamental Factors for Victory in the Revolution 

The Juche-oriented theory on the revolution provides a new clarification of the fundamental factors for 
victory in the revolution.

The question about the fundamental factors for victory in the revolution concerns which is decisive 
between the motive force of the revolution that is in direct charge of the revolution and its objective 
conditions.
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The revolution is conducted under certain objective conditions. The objective conditions for victory in 
the revolution include material and technical means, social system, international climate and natural 
and geographical environment. Adequate supply of material and technical means creates the favourable
conditions for the masses of the people to bring about their ideological and cultural development. 
Social system exerts a great influence on them effecting and advancing the revolution, and the 
international climate has also a certain bearing on the revolution.

Objective conditions have an important effect on the revolution, but they do not constitute the 
fundamental factors for victory in the revolution.

The fundamental factors for victory in the revolution are its internal factor, its motive force. In other 
words, strengthening the motive force of the revolution and enhancing its role is the key to victory in 
the revolution.

This is firstly because the motive force of the revolution is directly responsible for the revolution, and 
propels the revolution.

The masses of the people, the motive force of the revolution, initiate and accelerate a revolution by 
their own efforts to realize their desire and demand to live and develop in an independent manner. 
Victory in the revolution can never be conceivable apart from the proactive activities and role of its 
motive force.

Another reason that strengthening the motive force of the revolution and enhancing its role is the key to
victory in the revolution is that the objective conditions favourable for the revolution are provided and 
put into proper use by its motive force.

If the motive force of the revolution is not prepared and fails to play its role properly, the favourable 
objective conditions cannot be created. And even though they might be created, they cannot be geared 
to attaining victory in the revolution. After all, even though the counterrevolutionary force becomes 
weak and finds itself in a political and economic crisis, the motive force of the revolution cannot 
emerge victorious in the revolution against the counterrevolutionary force. And, support from outside, 
even though it is great, cannot play a corresponding role in case the motive force of the revolution is 
not prepared.

The objective conditions of the revolution are not unchangeable, but vary without letup. The revolution
and construction are not performed after all necessary conditions are created or only in favourable 
conditions and environment.

The objective conditions unfavourable for the revolution can be turned into favourable ones by the 
proactive activities and role of its motive force. Otherwise, even though the objective conditions for the
revolution are favourable, it is impossible to achieve victory in the revolution unless the motive force is
strengthened and its role enhanced.

The experience of the DPRK which has advanced under the banner of the great Juche idea and the 
Songun idea corroborates the truth that when the motive force is strengthened and its role enhanced, a 
given objective condition can be properly employed and unfavourable objective conditions can be 
turned into favourable ones—adversities into favourable conditions and misfortunes into blessings—



and in the long run, victory in the revolution can be accomplished. Therefore, the fundamental factors 
for victory in the revolution must not be found in the objective conditions but in the motive force, and 
the fundamental method for victory in the revolution must also be found in strengthening the motive 
force and enhancing its role.

The Juche-oriented theory on the revolution elucidates the causes of the revolution and the fundamental
factors for its victory with the masses of the people at its centre. Thus, this unique theory gives a 
perfect scientific understanding of the general lawfulness of the revolution and a correct guideline for 
successfully solving all theoretical and practical issues arising in the revolution and construction.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Reasons for Revolution   

The Juche-oriented theory on the revolution provides a fresh elucidation of the reasons for the 
revolution, i.e., that the revolution is initiated and propelled forward by the aspiration and desire of the 
masses of the people for independence and their creative ability.

The masses are social beings who regard independence as their lifeblood, and accordingly they never 
allow their independence to be infringed upon or restrained. If their independence is trampled down 
and restricted, they cannot become the masters of their destiny nor lead an independent life. As a 
consequence, they launch the revolutionary struggle against violation and restriction of their 
independence.

In an exploiting society the revolution is made as the independence of the masses is mercilessly 
infringed upon by the exploitation and oppression of the reactionary exploiting class. Where there are 
exploitation and oppression there will be resistance, and where there is resistance the revolution will 
break out. The domination and plunder of peoples of colonial and dependent countries give rise to anti-
imperialist national liberation struggle. There will be necessarily national liberation struggle as long as 
the imperialists resort to colonial domination and plunder.

In socialist society the masses of the people wage the revolutionary struggle as their independence is 
shackled by the outdated remnants of the exploiting society, that is, ideological, technological and 
cultural backwardness. It is therefore inevitable outcome that they conduct the revolutionary struggle to
defend and realize their independence as long as there are infringement and restriction on it. However, 
the revolution never comes by itself at any time merely because their independence is infringed upon 
and shackled. The infringement and restriction on independence is no more than an objective cause for 
the revolution.

The subjective reason for the start of revolution is a high sense of independence of the masses and their
political preparedness.

That the masses are possessed of a high sense of independence means that they raise their demand for 
living independently, free from every manner of restriction and subordination, and have ideological 
determination and will to implement it, with clear awareness of their class status and interests. People 
with a low level of ideological consciousness of independence cannot turn out in the revolutionary 
struggle because they regard exploitation and oppression as fatal. By contrast those people who are 

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?juche+7660


firmly armed with ideological consciousness of independence can rise up for revolutionary struggle 
purposefully and intentionally, disallowing violation and restriction of their independence.

That the masses are prepared politically means that they are rallied organizationally as a powerful 
political force.

Organized and united strength is the secret of victory in the revolution, a confrontation of strength with 
the old and reactionary.

Inexhaustible are the wisdom and power of the masses. But the masses cannot give full play to their 
wisdom and power and vigorously accelerate the revolution unless they are united organizationally and 
prepared politically as a powerful political force. Only when they are closely rallied behind a 
revolutionary organization can they push ahead with the revolutionary movement with powerful 
revolutionary ability. In order for the revolution aimed at replacing the old exploiting society with a 
new one to be raised, they should be prepared politically so that they can suppress the 
counterrevolutionary violence of reactionary ruling class. In other words, they should equip themselves
with independent revolutionary ideology and be united as a powerful political force. Only then can they
overthrow the counterrevolutionary forces in their desperate efforts to maintain the old social system, 
and establish a new one.

And if they are to wage the revolution of changing the old in ideology, technology and culture for the 
new, they should be prepared as a powerful political force.

It is the fundamental demand of an independent man to live as the master of his own destiny, the master
of the state and society. When the masses who are fully equipped with a high sense of independence are
prepared as a powerful political force, the revolution starts and advances victoriously whatever 
unfavourable conditions and circumstances.

It is the law that the revolution is made and accomplished victoriously thanks to the revolutionary 
ability of the masses of the people who are ideologically awakened and politically rallied.

The most scientific and original clarification of the reasons for the revolution by the Juche-oriented 
theory on the revolution has provided a correct guideline for ideologically awakening the masses in 
direct charge of the revolution and victoriously advancing the revolution.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Principles of Songun Revolution 

Based on the original explanation of the position and role of armed might, army, in the revolutionary 
movement, the Juche-oriented theory on the revolution clarify the principles of the Songun revolution 
in a fresh way.

One aspect of the principles is that the revolution is pioneered, promoted and consummated by force of 
arms.
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The philosophy of arms that the revolution is pioneered, promoted and consummated by force of arms 
is one of the Juche-oriented principles of the revolution which elucidates a new general law of the 
development of revolutionary movement with the focus on armed might.

That the revolution is pioneered by force of arms means that the revolutionary movement of the masses
of the people to achieve their socio-political independence starts by means of armed struggle relying on
revolutionary forces. The revolution of the masses for their socio-political independence can be 
pioneered only when an organized armed struggle begins. This is because their socio-political 
independence can be achieved only when the counterrevolutionary violence of the reactionary and 
exploiting ruling classes is smashed. Any exploiting class will not give up its power on its own, but 
crack down on the masses struggling for independence, using counterrevolutionary violence. If the 
masses are to overthrow the exploiting social system and reactionary government and achieve their 
socio-political independence, they should wage an organized armed struggle. In this sense, revolution is
pioneered by force of arms.

That the revolution is promoted and consummated by force of arms means that the revolutionary cause 
for completely realizing the masses’ independence is successfully carried forward by dint of strong 
military force.

The masses of the people achieve their socio-political independence and become masters of the state 
and society as a result of the revolution pioneered by force of arms, but it does not mean the end of the 
revolution. Even after the establishment of the socialist system, the imperialists and reactionaries make 
tenacious attempts to deprive the people of their position as masters of the state and society and reduce 
them to slavery once again. For this reason, the political and military confrontation with imperialists 
and reactionaries continues not only in the period of pioneering the revolution but also in the whole 
course of accomplishing the socialist cause. Only when the masses win this standoff can they 
completely realize their independence. To this end, they must strengthen the force of arms and rely on 
them.

The said principle emphasis that armed might is a permanent factor guaranteeing the victory of the 
whole course of revolutionary movement, and a main factor that affects in a comprehensive manner all 
domains of the revolution and construction.

Another aspect of the principles is that the army is precisely the party, the state and the people.

This principle is a revolutionary principle which provides a new elucidation on the role the 
revolutionary army plays in carrying out the socialist cause on the basis of scientific clarification of the 
mutual relationship between the party, the state and the people with the revolutionary army at the 
centre.

That the army is precisely the party is that the existence and development of a revolutionary party 
hinge on the revolutionary army.

If the party fails to have the army at its command, it cannot lead the revolution. The party which takes 
the army under its control can lead the revolution and construction to victory by dint of its invincible 
might. The party which leads the revolution can never be separated from the army, and both should 



form a harmonious whole. For the party which makes a revolution, its authority is effectively its 
military authority.

That the army is precisely the state means that the power is established and maintained by force of arms
and that it shares the same destiny with armed might.

A large number of weak nations in the world were deprived of their sovereignty, overawed by several 
gunshots fired by the imperialists and colonialists and reduced to colonial slavery for hundreds of 
years, mainly because of absence of their armies or weak national strength. The birth of a revolutionary
government and the whole course of its development are ensured by force of arms and firmly 
guaranteed by powerful revolutionary army. Therefore, the army is precisely the state.

That the army means the people is that the latter can defend their independent position and dignity and 
lead an independent and creative life only when they have a revolutionary army.

In other words, the revolutionary army ensures that the masses of the people defend their independent 
dignity and position and add lustre to them and that they lead an independent and creative life. In the 
revolutionary struggle their dignity, honour and welfare are unthinkable without the army. That’s why 
army precisely means the people.

As such, the Juche-oriented principles of the Songun revolution give a scientific expounding on the 
position and role of armed might, the revolutionary army, in the revolutionary struggle. Thus they 
newly clarified the law-governed nature of pioneering, development and accomplishment of the 
revolutionary movement by force of arms. Also, they provided a guideline for successfully promoting 
the revolution and construction by they defining in a fresh way and implementing the theory and 
strategic and tactics of the revolution with the revolutionary army as the core and main force, as 
required by the Songun era.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Fundamental Principles of the Revolution

The Juche-oriented theory on the revolution newly defines the fundamental principles of the revolution 
with the masses at the centre.

According to the principles, the masses are the masters of the revolution and construction and they 
have the power to promote them. In other words, the principles explain the position and role of the 
masses in the revolution and construction.

That the masters of the revolution and construction are the masses means that they are the motive force 
of the revolution and construction, with the rights and responsibility for them.

The revolution and construction are undertakings for the masses themselves. The masses carry out the 
revolution and construction to lead an independent life as the masters of nature and society, free from 
all kinds of subjugation and fetters. As they aspire to an independent life, they are keenly interested in 
the revolution and construction. As the revolution and construction are undertakings for the masses 
themselves, the masses have the right to performing the revolution and construction on their own 
responsibility.
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That the masses have the power to promote the revolution and construction means that they play a 
decisive role in the revolution and construction.

The masses do not only have high stakes in the revolution and construction, but also have revolutionary
ability and creative strength to propel the revolution and construction. They have ability to overthrow 
the old social system and build a new one, and to liquidate the remnants of the old society and build a 
new society.

The position of the masses as masters of the revolution and construction is inseparably related with 
their role.

For their position as masters of the revolution and construction the masses play a decisive role. On the 
other hand their position is guaranteed by their decisive role. When they play their role as masters of 
the revolution and construction, they can occupy and keep their position as such.

The fundamental principles of the revolution elucidate the principles of shaping the destiny of the 
masses.

That the masses are the masters of the revolution and construction means that they are the masters of 
their destiny. That they have the power to promote the revolution and construction means that they are 
capable of shaping their destiny. When they wage the revolutionary struggle and construction with their
own efforts, aware that they are the masters of their destiny, they will be able to successfully shape 
their destiny.

Therefore, the fundamental principles of the revolution give you a correct understanding of the 
rudiments of the revolution and construction. Herein lie the unique and superior aspects of the 
fundamental principles of the revolution elucidated by the Juche-oriented theory on revolution.

The fundamental principles of the revolution provided the basis for newly developing and 
systematizing the people-centred theory, strategy and tactics of the revolution.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Essence of Revolution 

The Juche-oriented theory on the revolution newly defines the essence of the revolutionary.

The revolution is in essence an organized struggle to defend and realize the independence of the 
masses.

It is the intrinsic demand of the masses to live and develop independently, free from all kinds of fetters 
and subjugation. The masses wage the revolutionary struggle to defend and realize their independence.

Revolution for national liberation is a struggle to overthrow the colonial rule of the imperialists and 
restore the sovereignty of the country and nation. The people’s democratic revolution is a struggle of 
the masses to be the masters of country by eliminating the stooges of the imperialists and feudal forces 
and establishing the people’s democratic system. Socialist revolution is a struggle to completely 
eliminate the exploitation of man by man and oppression of class by class, and to realize the socio-
political independence of the masses. The masses continue to make revolution after the establishment 
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of the socialist system to defend their socio-political independence already achieved and completely 
realize their independence free from the shackles of all outdated remnants of the exploiting society.

That the revolution is an organized struggle means that it is the struggle of the masses rallied behind the
organization led by the party and leader and guided by their unified leadership.

In the exploiting class society, the reactionary social forces employ all possible means and methods to 
check the struggle of the people for independence. To emerge victorious in destroying these forces, the 
masses should wage an organizational struggle, united into a single political force. Non-organizational 
and spontaneous struggles like individual terrorism or small-scale and sporadic struggle can never 
liquidate everything old and create a new system and a new life.

The same is the case with the struggle to transform the outdated ideologies and cultures formed 
throughout history, and remake nature. The spontaneous effort of some people cannot successfully 
transform the outdated ideologies, technologies and cultures that are rooted deep in all fields of social 
activity. Only the masses’ struggle organized throughout society can liquidate the remnants of the old 
society and create new ideology, technology and culture successfully.

The struggle for the masses’ cause of independence, the socialist cause, is an organized struggle of the 
highest stage waged by the masses rallied organizationally and ideologically behind the party and 
leader.

The revolution takes on two aspects. One aspect is to overthrow the outdated social system and 
establish a new one. Another aspect is to replace the old with the new in the fields of ideology, 
technology and culture. These two aspects of the revolution differ in their content and targets of the 
struggle, modes and methods of implementation, and periods.

The preceding revolutionary theories had one-sidedness and limitations as they held a revolution only 
the social changes by which to resolve the contradictions between productive forces and relations of 
production and replace old social systems with new ones on the basis of the materialist view of history. 
But, as the essence of the revolution was newly clarified by the Juche-oriented theory on the revolution,
one-sidedness and limitations were overcome and a perfect answer to the essence and content of the 
revolution was given.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Giving Precedence to Political Work

The principle of placing the main stress on ideology encompasses giving precedence to political work.

Giving precedence to political work means equipping the popular masses with party line and policy and
arousing their revolutionary enthusiasm before all other work so that the masses themselves will 
demonstrate a high degree of consciousness and activity to carry out the revolutionary struggle and 
construction work successfully.

Giving precedence to political work is a method of actively enlisting the masses in implementing their 
revolutionary task by putting main emphasis on ideology and giving full play to the masses’ ideology 
and a main principle to be always firmly adhered to in the revolutionary struggle and construction.
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It is an essential requirement for encouraging the masses to give full rein to their creativity in 
implementing their revolutionary task.

Political work is to arouse the people’s conscious enthusiasm and creativity by giving play to their 
ideology. The revolutionary struggle and construction can only be successfully carried out by relying 
on the creativity of the masses and their creativity can only be heightened when the masses’ ideology is
given full play. So political work should be given precedence.

Giving precedence to political work is a demand arising from the essential nature of the socialist 
society which develops by high revolutionary enthusiasm and creative activity of working people.

In the socialist society where the masses are masters of state and society the main motive force of 
social development is high revolutionary enthusiasm and creative activity of the masses. Only when 
political work is given priority to enhance the working people’s conscious enthusiasm as masters of the 
revolution, will it be possible to give full play to the superiority of the socialist system and vigorously 
promote socialist construction.

In order to implement the principle of giving precedence to political work, it is, first of all, important to
combine administrative and business work and technical and economic work correctly with political 
work while giving precedence to the latter.

Meticulous administrative and organizational work and scientific, technical and economic work are 
indispensable for the building of socialism. And yet, these will be successful only when priority is 
given to political work.

Next, it is important to place our main emphasis on political and moral incentive and correctly combine
this with material incentive.

The essential superiority of the socialist society lies in the fact that the popular masses, who have 
become the masters of everything, consciously work in firm unity for the country and the people, for 
the society and the collective. The political and moral incentive is derived from the essential superiority
of the socialist society and aimed at strengthening it. Only when the main stress is placed on the 
political and moral incentive, will it be possible to stimulate the masses into demonstrating conscious 
enthusiasm in work with a correct position and attitude as befit the masters of the revolution.

Finally, it is important to conduct political work in a scientific and revolutionary way.

Political work should be done through persuasion and education in an original way by applying various
forms and methods. It should also be conducted in such a way that the masses regard it as their own 
affairs. Political work must be done by all the officials and closely combined with revolutionary 
practice.

As the Juche idea clarified the principle of giving precedence to political work, a correct guideline has 
been provided for stepping up the revolutionary struggle and construction to the maximum by giving 
full play to the consciousness and creativity of the masses who are the masters of revolution and 
construction.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 



Giving Priority to Ideological Remoulding

The Juche idea elucidates it as an important guiding principle to place the main stress on ideology.

This principle is comprised of the one of giving priority to ideological remoulding and political work.

Giving priority to ideological remoulding means putting above anything else transformation of people’s
ideological consciousness to make them genuine social beings.

Ideological remoulding must go ahead of all other matters because it is essential for making people 
genuine social beings.

In order to build socialism we must not only develop the productive forces and change the social 
relations but also transform people themselves into comprehensively developed social beings. To this 
end, they must equip themselves with socialist ideology and advanced sci-tech knowledge, and acquire 
a high cultural level.

The transforming of man is, in essence, an ideological remoulding. Thoughts define men’s worth and 
quality and, accordingly, ideological remoulding is of the utmost importance in the transformation of 
man.

Next in importance ideological remoulding is more difficult than the change of people’s conditions of 
material life or the enhancement of their cultural and technical standards. Man’s ideological 
consciousness depends on his socio-economic position and the conditions of material life. However, it 
does not change of its own accord with the change of his socio-economic position and the material 
conditions of social life.

The remoulding of man’s ideology is also a far-reaching revolution.

It is a struggle to eliminate the remnants of the old society in the sphere of man’s ideology for good and
arm all the working people with independent ideology. It constitutes the basic form of class struggle in 
socialist society where the exploiting classes have been liquidated. In order to transform people into 
genuine ones developed in a comprehensive manner, even after the establishment of a socialist system 
we must fight against the penetration of reactionary ideology and culture by the imperialists and, at the 
same time, continue to carry out the ideological revolution to eliminate the remnants of obsolete 
ideology persisting in the minds of the people and equip them with independent ideology, socialist 
ideology.

The main thing in ideological remoulding is the establishment of a revolutionary world outlook, the 
outlook on the revolution.

Ideological remoulding is aimed at transforming people into genuine revolutionaries. To become a 
revolutionary means that one should struggle for the cause of national, class and human liberation with 
unshakeable optimism for the future and a firm determination to dedicate his or her all for the victory in
the revolution.

If people are to be transformed into genuine revolutionaries, they should acquire a correct outlook on 
the revolution.
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First of all they should have a correct viewpoint and attitude towards the motive force of the revolution.

Since the motive force of the revolution is the integral whole of the leader, the Party, the army and the 
masses, they should have the revolutionary outlooks on the leader, the organization and the masses so 
as to have a correct view of and attitude towards the motive force of the revolution. In addition, the 
revolutionary outlook on morals should be established as the motive force of the revolution forms a 
socio-political organism with a common destiny.

The revolutionary outlook on the leader constitutes the core of the Juche outlook on the revolution. The
Juche outlook on the revolution finds intensive expression in the revolutionary outlook on the leader.

As the Juche idea clarified the principle of giving priority to ideological remoulding, a correct guideline
has been provided for successfully solving all problems arising in the revolution and construction with 
main stress on ideology.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Methods Suitable to Actual Situation   

The methods suitable to the actual situation are one of the principles for applying the creative method.

This principle refers to solving all problems in a creative manner while conforming to the changes and 
development in the reality and the specific conditions of the country.

The creative activity of the masses of the people is always conducted under concrete subjective and 
objective circumstances. The ideological sentiments and preparedness of the masses, who are in charge 
of creation, as well as the socio-economic and material conditions for their creative activity differ from 
one country to another.

One must, above all, correctly assess the subjective and objective conditions of the revolution in one’s 
own country and define the line, policy, strategy and tactics in accordance with them.

Should one fail to take into good account these conditions, one would fall into subjectivism in mapping
out the line and policy. An armchair subjective view is open to errors and would inflict a great loss to 
the revolution and construction.

In the revolutionary struggle objective conditions should be brought into good account, but greater 
importance should be attached to the internal factor and the political and ideological factor. One can 
promote the revolution as one desires when the internal forces are prepared and the masses’ level of 
ideology is high, although other conditions are unfavourable.

One must adhere to the principle of working out the line, policy, strategy and tactics of the revolution 
with the masses at the centre. This means that the line, policy, strategy and tactics of the revolution 
must be mapped out in such a way as to raise the role of the masses to the maximum with main stress 
on their demand for independence, interests and preparedness.

All the problems that arise in drawing up the line, policy, strategy and tactics of the revolution 
including the work of setting the fighting goal and the direction of main thrust, properly building up the
revolutionary forces, formulating the type and method of the revolutionary struggle and determining 
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the proper time for the revolution must be defined in due consideration of the objective conditions and 
environment and with the main emphasis on the masses’ demand for independence and preparedness.

Next in importance, one must take a correct attitude towards the established theories.

As the conditions and environment of the revolution change and develop constantly, one cannot map 
out a correct line and policy and, in the long run, one is bound to suffer setbacks and twists and turns in
the revolution and construction, if one takes a dogmatic attitude towards established theories. 
Dogmatism is a path to self-ruin because it binds one hands and feet.

With regard to the propositions or formulas of the established theories one must apply them to conform 
to one’s specific conditions and peculiarities after taking into consideration the demands of the time 
they reflect and the premises they are based on.

One must also actively inquire into new principles and methods of the revolution and construction 
which are suitable to the historical conditions of the time and one’s concrete situation.

The environment and conditions for the revolutionary struggle do not remain unchanged, and history 
advances and the situation constantly changes and develops. Therefore, changes in the times and the 
developing situation raise a host of problems which existing theories cannot solve.

Only when one actively finds out revolutionary principles and ways to suit the new socio-historical 
conditions and the specific situation, can one wage a revolutionary struggle in line with the 
requirements of the developing times and one’s own specific conditions.

A revolutionary party must pay close attention to the work of creating and developing revolutionary 
ideas and theories in conformity with the change of the times and the progress of the revolution and 
construction. If the revolutionary ideas suffer revisionist degeneration and dogmatic stagnation as a 
consequence of the improper work, the revolution will lose correct guidelines and inevitably suffer 
setbacks.

A critical and creative approach to foreign experiences is important in the revolution and construction.

Such experiences always reflect the socio-historical conditions and the national peculiarities of a 
particular country. One must therefore accept what is beneficial to one and reject what is not. In 
accepting the good experiences of others, one must not swallow them raw but adhere to the stand of 
accepting them to suit the actual conditions of one country. One must not try to mimic foreign 
experiences but advance ahead of them.

As the Juche idea clarified the methods suitable to the actual situation, a guideline has been provided 
for solving all problems arising in the revolution and construction as required by the developing reality 
and specific conditions of each country.

Sim Chol Ok

Method of Depending on Popular Masses
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The Juche idea sets it as one of its major guiding principles to apply the creative method. This principle
finds expressions in depending on the popular masses and solving all problems in conformity with the 
actual conditions.

To depend on the popular masses is to solve all problems arising in the revolution and construction by 
relying on their strength and enlisting their creativity.

The reason why one must rely on the popular masses is, in a word, that they are the decisive force that 
propels the revolution and construction.

Since they are masters of the revolution and construction possessed of inexhaustible creative ability, 
one can successfully solve any difficult problem and energetically speed up the revolution and 
construction only when one relies on them.

One should, first of all, map out lines and policies reflecting their demands and aspirations and make 
them their own.

It is important to work out a policy to meet the will and aspirations of the popular masses.

The masses of the people know the reality better than anybody else and have a wealth of experience. 
Should one fail to reflect the will of the masses correctly, one would commit a subjective error in 
guiding the revolution and construction. Then, one would be unable to enlist their creativity.

One must not only formulate a policy mirroring the will and aspirations of the masses but should also 
bring it home to the masses so as to make it their own.

When they are acquainted with the correctness of party policy and the proper method to implement it, 
they will accept it as vital to them and display a high degree of revolutionary enthusiasm and initiative 
for its fulfilment.

Next in importance is to unite them into a single political force.

Uniting the masses into a single political force is a decisive condition for carrying out the revolution 
and construction in reliance on their creativity.

The motive force and target of the revolution should be defined in a scientific manner as suited to its 
character and mission, and correct class and mass lines be properly combined.

Only when the mass line is correctly carried out while firmly adhering to the class line, will it be 
possible to isolate completely the hostile elements and build up the class position, and educate and 
transform broad sections of the masses to unite them and give full scope to their creativity in the 
revolution and construction.

If class and mass lines are neglected, the classes and strata, the motive force of the revolution may be 
made to be reactionaries and the target of dictatorship becomes an ally of the revolution. The broad 
sections of the masses, except for a small minority of hostile elements, must be educated and 
transformed to unite them rock solid.

A struggle must be waged against all outdated things that hamper innovations. In particular, it is 
important to wage an active struggle against passivism, conservatism and defeatism. This is the only 



way to give full play to the creativity of the masses and bring about continuous innovations and 
upsurge in the revolution and construction.

It is necessary to launch widespread mass movements.

Mass movements are a creative way to strengthen the unity and cooperation of the working masses and 
give rein to their inexhaustible strength. They are a revolutionary method to expedite socialist 
construction through mass struggle and collective innovations. One can successfully solve any difficult 
problem if one fights off all elements standing in the way of mass movements, brings the consciousness
and initiative of the masses into full play and organizes and steadily develops mass struggle.

What is also important is to establish a revolutionary method of work.

A revolutionary party should always hold fast to the revolutionary work method. In particular, 
following the takeover of power, it must steadily improve and perfect the work method in conformity 
with the developing reality.

The method on depending on the popular masses elucidated by the Juche idea provided a guideline for 
vigorously promoting the revolutionary struggle and construction work by giving the fullest play to the 
creativity of the masses who are the masters of the revolution and construction.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Self-Reliance in Defence

Self-reliance in defence is a guiding principle in implementing independence in national defence.

Implementing the principle of self-reliant defence means defending one’s country by one’s own efforts.
In other words it refers to building one’s mighty defence capabilities on one’s own people’s efforts and 
solving all the problems that arise in national defence build-up and military activities according to 
one’s own people’s interest and one’s own country’s actual conditions.

Only when one implements the principle of self-reliant defence, will one be able to repel foreign 
aggression and intervention, defend the nation’s political independence and economic self-sufficiency 
and safeguard the revolutionary achievements and the security of the people.

In order to implement the principle of self-reliant defence, one must have revolutionary armed forces 
capable of defending one’s country.

Such armed forces must embrace the sons and daughters of the working people. Only the army whose 
men and commanding officers come from among the working people, can guarantee unity between the 
army and the people and between superiors and subordinates, and become a genuine people’s army 
which safeguards national independence and revolutionary achievements and serves the people.

Next, a defence system involving all the people and the whole country must be established.

The establishment of such a defence system requires that the whole of the army must be turned into a 
cadre army and modernized. Only when the whole army is a cadre army, will it become strong and 
provide the necessary force of commanders and multiply its strength in case of need. And a modernized
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army which blends its politico-ideological superiority with modern technology will become a really 
unconquerable revolutionary army.

In order to set up an all-people, all-nation defence system, it is also necessary to arm all the people and 
fortify the whole country. Only then, all the people can be mobilized to crush the enemy as soon as it 
comes in to attack from any quarter, and defend the country from imperialist aggression with credit.

If the principle of self-reliant defence is to be implemented, the politico-ideological superiority of the 
people’s armed forces should be utilized to the maximum.

The invincible might of the revolutionary armed forces lies in its politico-ideological superiority. 
Boundless loyalty to the party and the leader, a noble revolutionary spirit to fight for the freedom and 
liberation of the people, a peerless self-sacrificing spirit and mass heroism which are expressed in 
willingly giving up one’s youth and life for the sake of the country and revolution, revolutionary 
comradeship between men and officers, their inseparable links with the people, and voluntary military 
discipline–these are politico-ideological superiority peculiar to a people’s army, a revolutionary army. 
Indeed, politico-ideological superiority is the essential merit of revolutionary armed forces and the 
source of their invincibility.

The principle of self-reliant defence, to be implemented, requires that one must build one’s own 
defence industry.

Only then, can one be timely equipped with modern weapons and military and technical equipment 
enough to fight a revolutionary war and continuously improve one’s military hardware as suited to the 
actual conditions of one’s own country.

To raise the level of modernization of military hardware it is important to consolidate the self-reliance 
of defence industry, put it on a footing of modern science and technology and develop modern military 
hardware in larger numbers and on the highest qualitative level.

In order to implement the principle of self-reliant defence, it is essential to consolidate the home front.

Victory or defeat in modern war depends largely on whether or not human and material resources 
necessary for the war effort are ensured for a long period. That’s why one should pay deep attention to 
cementing the home front politico-ideologically, materially and economically.

Self-reliant defence can only be thoroughly built by Songun politics.

Songun politics is a political mode with which to solve all the problems that arise in the revolution and 
construction on the principle of giving priority to defence buildup while regarding military affairs as 
the most important of state affairs. It makes it possible that the military base of revolution is 
impregnably cemented.

Thanks to this politics the revolutionary army develops into an invincible one, prepared both politically
and ideologically, militarily and technically, and the unity between the army and the people, between 
officers and men and between military and political officers is realized. And it also makes it possible to 
arm all the people, turn the whole country into an impregnable fortress and build a powerful defence 



industry. Songun politics is indeed a fundamental guarantee for realizing self-reliance in national 
defence.

As the principle of implementing self-reliance in national defence is elucidated by the Juche idea, a 
guideline for thwarting the aggressive moves of the imperialists and defending the national sovereignty 
has been provided.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Self-Sufficiency in the Economy 

Self-sufficiency in the economy is the guiding principle to apply independence in the economy.

Implementing the principle of economic self-sufficiency is, in a word, to build an independent national 
economy, i.e., an economy which is free from dependence on others and which stands on its own feet, 
an economy which serves one’s own people and develops on the strength of the resources of one’s own 
country and by the efforts of one’s own people.

Such an economy makes it possible to consolidate the independence of the country, live independently, 
fully ensure Juche in ideology, independence in politics and self-reliance in national defence and 
provide people with an affluent material life. It also helps eliminate national inequality and ensure 
comprehensive national development. It contributes to expanding and developing international 
economic cooperation on the principle of complete equality and mutual benefits, and thwarting 
economic plunder of imperialists.

It is vital to build an independent national economy particularly in those countries which were 
backward economically and technically because of imperialist domination and plunder in the past. Only
when they build an independent national economy in these countries, will they be able to resist the new
colonial policy of the imperialists, free themselves completely from their domination and exploitation, 
wipe out national inequality, and vigorously advance on the road of independence.

In order to build an independent national economy, it is first of all essential to adhere to the principle of
self-reliance in economic construction.

Only then, will one be able to develop the economy quickly at one’s own desire and at a high rate by 
enlisting the efforts of one’s own people and the resources of one’s own country and relying on one’s 
own financial resources and technology and achieve national prosperity, overcoming all difficulties. 
Otherwise, when one seeks to build one’s economy by relying on foreign assistance, one is bound to 
depend on other country economically.

Nowadays, self-reliance is based on modern science and technology. Unless one relies on modern 
science and technology, one cannot raise the country’s economy to the world-class level.

If an independent national economy is to be built, the economy must be developed in a diversified and 
integral manner.

The capitalist and imperialist economy is geared to making money, whereas the independent socialist 
economy is aimed at meeting the demands of the country and the people. Accordingly, an independent 
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economy should naturally be developed in such a multifarious and integral way as to produce 
independently heavy and light industry goods and agricultural products to make the country prosperous
and improve the people’s living standards. Such an economy can also develop safely and quickly on a 
solid basis.

Equipping the economy with modern technologies and training the nation’s technical personnel in a 
great number are indispensable for the construction of an independent national economy.

Currently, in importance in equipping the economy with modern technologies is to keep abreast of the 
global trends of the new century, develop cutting-edge science and technology quickly and, on this 
basis, realize technical reconstruction and modernization of the economy in line with the latest global 
developments and actual conditions of the country.

The present is the era of knowledge-based economy and of brainpower, and a large contingent of 
talented personnel should be brought up in order to develop the country’s economy. When talented 
technical personnel who are faithful to their country and people and well versed in modern science and 
technology are trained in larger numbers as required by the knowledge-based economy and they 
perform with credit their responsibility and role in their posts, the economy will make rapid progress.

In order to build an independent national economy, it is necessary to establish reliable and independent 
sources of raw materials and fuel.

If one is to be economically self-sufficient and develop the economy on a safe basis and with a long-
term perspective, one must depend on one’s own raw-material and fuel sources and mainly meet one’s 
own demand for them. To this end, one must exploit the natural resources of one’s country to the 
maximum and utilize them rationally and, at the same time, develop the industry to be a Juche-oriented 
one which relies on domestic raw materials and fuel from the outset.

Great efforts should be directed to developing foreign trade. The development of foreign trade does not 
contravene economic self-sufficiency, rather serves as an important guarantee for cementing the 
country’s economic self-sufficiency and its might. Independent national economy is by no means a 
“closed economy” and does not exclude foreign trade.

Close economic and technical cooperation between countries plays an important part in ensuring 
economic self-sufficiency in these countries and in increasing their economic power.

Foreign trade should be expanded and developed without letup so as to develop friendly and 
cooperative relations with other countries.

The economic self-sufficiency elucidated by the Juche idea provided a correct guideline for embodying
independence in the economic sector.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Independence in Politics 

The Juche idea also gives the principle of independence in politics.
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Maintaining independence in politics means upholding national independence and sovereignty of one’s 
people, defending their interests and conducting politics by relying on them. The people of each 
country must not allow any interference but exercise independent rights in the political sphere—herein 
lies the revolutionary essence of the principle of independence in politics.

The reason why independence should be maintained in politics is that politics is of decisive 
significance in social life and political independence is the first criterion and the life and soul of an 
independent sovereign state.

In order to ensure political independence, it is first of all imperative to set up an independent 
government.

Politics is administered by state power, the most inclusive political organization, and the people’s 
independent rights are intensively manifested in national sovereignty. Only an independent government
can ensure independent politics that suits the people’s aspirations and demands for independence and 
reliably defend national independence and sovereignty.

In order to guarantee political independence it is necessary to build internal political forces.

Only when one builds strong internal political forces and relies on them, will one be able to win and 
preserve sovereignty and ensure independent politics. It is necessary to strengthen the party that guides 
the revolution and unite all the people around the party and the leader with the revolutionary army as 
the core and example.

If one is to ensure political independence, one must have one’s own guiding ideology, work out one’s 
line and policy by oneself in accordance with one’s decision, and carry it through.

Guiding ideology is the main factor defining the character and mission of a government and the 
principles and modes of its activities. By the guiding ideology the lasting nature and vitality of politics 
is guaranteed. The type of a government and the principle and mode of its activities vary according to 
its guiding ideology.

The party and government of each country must act independently with a correct ideology which 
conforms to the demands and interests of its people, and map out and implement lines and policies 
according to their own decisions. The main thing in politics is to formulate policies and implement 
them. It can be said that independent politics consists in formulating and implementing all policies 
independently. Yielding to foreign pressure and tolerating foreign intervention in politics or acting at 
the instigation of others would make it impossible to maintain principle and consistency, and would 
lead the revolution and construction to failure.

In order to ensure independence in politics, it is imperative to exercise complete sovereignty and 
equality in foreign relations.

Independence is the life and soul for a country and nation. Each country has sovereignty at its birth.

There are big and small countries, and countries with a large or small population in the world, but all 
countries are on an equal footing.



No one should encroach upon the sovereignty of others and no one should tolerate encroachment on 
one’s sovereignty. Only when it is founded on independence, will internationalist solidarity be based on
free choice and equality and become genuine and durable. Such flunkeyist inclinations as depending on
other countries or reading others’ face in external relations must be overcome and Juche must be firmly 
established.

The clarification of the principle of independence in politics by the Juche idea provided a powerful 
ideological and theoretical weapon for fully realizing independence of the masses of the people in the 
political sphere.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Juche in Ideology 

The Juche idea gives a full clarification of the guiding principles to be observed in the revolutionary 
movement. The gist of the principles is to maintain the independent stand, apply the creative method 
and put the main stress on ideology.

The principle of maintaining the independent stand includes Juche in ideology, independence in 
politics, self-sufficiency in the economy and self-reliance in defence.

To establish Juche in ideology means having the consciousness that one is the master of the revolution 
and construction, thinking and doing everything, centring on the revolution in one’s own country, and 
acquiring the viewpoint and attitude of solving all questions by one’s own talents and initiative. In 
other words it means that the masses should have ideological viewpoint and attitude of participating in 
their country’s revolution in such a manner as befits its master.

Establishing Juche in ideology is the primary requirement of the masses’ revolutionary struggle for 
independence and the only way to successfully adhere to the principles of independence in politics, 
self-sufficiency in the economy and self-reliance in defence. Only then will the party and people of 
each country carry out the revolution and construction in their country in a responsible manner, with 
the attitude of being masters.

In order to establish Juche in ideology, it is, first of all, necessary to equip oneself with the independent 
revolutionary idea and with the line and policy of one’s party.

One must equip oneself with one’s party’s line and policy and regard it as the standard of thinking and 
practice. This is the only way to carry out the revolution and construction in accordance with the desire 
of one’s own people and the specific reality of one’s own country and fulfil one’s responsibility as 
master of the revolution.

Next, one must be well versed in one’s own things and value and give prominence to them.

One must value, love and give prominence to one’s own things and struggle devotedly with a 
determination to make them better than others’. If one’s own things are not better than others’ one must
struggle with a readiness to develop them and make them surpass others. Establishing Juche in thinking
doesn’t mean defying or objecting to the other countries’ good things, insisting their own things are the 
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best. Making others’ positive and advanced aspects their own things is effectively establishing Juche in 
ideology.

In order to establish Juche in thinking, it is necessary to possess a high sense of national dignity and 
revolutionary pride.

Without a strong sense of national pride that one values the dignity and honour of one’s nation as one’s 
life and soul, without the pride and honour of the revolutionary people, it would be impossible to live 
up to one’s conviction in an independent manner, uphold national independence and dignity and 
emerge victorious in the difficult revolutionary struggle. National pride and revolutionary self-respect 
are necessary for all nations without exception. However, the peoples of small nations who have long 
suffered oppression by foreign forces need so much the more the sense of national dignity and 
revolutionary pride.

The task of establishing Juche in ideology also requires that national culture should be developed and 
that the cultural and technical levels of the masses be raised.

In order to develop national culture on a sound basis, we must reject the tendency to return to the past 
and nihilistic inclination with regard to the heritage of national culture, inherit and develop its fine 
traditions, combining principles of fidelity to historical truth and acceptability to modern sensibilities, 
in line with the requirement of the era and the developing revolution and the masses’ ideology and 
sentiment. We should critically adopt progressive elements of foreign culture, which are congenial to 
our people’s sentiments.

It is also necessary to make strenuous efforts to develop science and technology and raise the cultural 
standards of the masses.

As the global sci-tech competition is fierce and the imperialists are endeavouring to realize their 
dominationist ambition with the help of “hi-tech weapons” and “material and technological 
superiority”, it is impossible to escape from the imperialists’ domination and plunder and defend 
national sovereignty without developing science and technology. Only when they elevate the science 
and technology to the world-class level, can people overcome national nihilism once and for all. One 
can become a comprehensively developed independent and creative human being and lead an 
ideological and spiritual life as a creator and enjoyer of genuine culture only when he or she has a 
strong revolutionary outlook on the world and high cultural quality.

If Juche is to be established in ideology, servility to big powers and all other outdated ideas should be 
opposed.

Establishing Juche in thinking itself means an ideological emancipation of people from the fetters of 
outdated ideas, and an ideological revolution.

What is most harmful and dangerous is flunkeyism. Those who do not trust themselves and their 
people’s power will at last believe in flunkeyism. The road guided by flunkeyism is the road of betrayal
of and treachery to one’s country. If a person falls into flunkeyism, he or she would become a fool; if a 
nation is servile to big power, the country would go to ruin; and if a party is subservient to big powers, 
it would make a mess of the revolution and construction.



As the Juche idea gives the principles of establishing Juche in ideology, the state and party’s guideline 
for implementing independence in ideology has been established.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

New Viewpoint and Attitude towards Socio-historical Movement 

The Juche idea illuminates the new viewpoint and attitude towards the socio-historical movement, that 
is, independent stand, creative stand and stand focusing on ideology.

The independent stand is the stand for the masses to exercise their rights as the masters of the 
revolution and construction and fulfil their responsibilities as such.

To exercise their rights as the masters of the revolution and construction is for them to handle all 
problems arising in the revolution and construction according to their independent judgment and 
decision and in their interests; To fulfil their responsibilities as the masters of the revolution is for them 
to take responsibility for all problems facing the revolution and construction and solve them on their 
own.

Since they are the masters of the revolution and construction, the masses of the people are entitled to 
deal with all problems arising in the revolution and construction on their own. All issues that crop up in
the revolution and construction of each country should naturally be settled according to the independent
judgment and decision of the people of that country.

Failure to resolve one’s problem according of one’s decision is tantamount to being deprived of one’s 
rights as the master; acting contrary to one’s interests at the beck and call of others without maintaining
the principle of independence in the revolution and construction makes little difference from forsaking 
one’s rights as the master. One may get others' help in the revolution and construction but most 
important is one’s own strength. If one seeks to pass what one is obliged to do upon others or solve 
one’s problem at the expense of others' effort, this is as good as evading one’s responsibility as the 
master and forsaking one’s stand as such.

Since the revolution and construction is the matter of the people themselves, all issues arising in the 
revolution and construction should naturally be solved on the principle of self-reliance on their own 
responsibility.

The creative stand is the stand for the masses of the people to settle all issues that arise in the revolution
and construction in reliance on their creative ability and in conformity with the specific conditions of 
their country.

Success or failure in the revolution and construction is up to how the revolutionary enthusiasm and 
creative enterprise of the masses of the people, the motive force, are enlisted. The stand of relying on 
the creative ability of the masses has nothing to do with individual heroism which finds solutions to all 
matters in subjective intention and arbitrary decision, or conservatism and passivism which fears 
innovation and progress.

As it is conducted in the multifarious and ceaselessly changing reality, the revolutionary movement 
rejects all sorts of formalism and dogmatism and opposes the outdated stand of mechanical imitation. 
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The formalistic viewpoint and dogmatic way of thinking curb one’s creativity and make it impossible 
to properly understand the multifarious and ceaselessly changing reality and give a scientific answer to 
the revolution and construction. When one keeps one’s feet firmly planted in the specific reality and 
takes on the stand of treating everything in a creative manner, one can find a correct way to transform 
nature and society and apply it dexterously.

The stand with main stress on people’s ideology in the revolution and construction refers to the stand of
attaching decisive significance to the ideological factor and solving all problems by enhancing the role 
of ideological consciousness.

Attaching decisive significance to the ideological factor means giving primary attention to people’s 
ideology and bringing to maturity all other conditions of the revolution and construction in reliance on 
the ideological factor: Solving all problems by raising the role of ideological consciousness represents 
solving all problems by enlisting people’s ideology, not by technical and administrative means.

Revolutionary movement begins with awakening people ideologically and emerges victorious in 
reliance on the strength of the masses of the people who are equipped with progressive ideas. In order 
to carry out the revolution and construction successfully, it is necessary to take the ideological 
awakening of the people as the main thing. True, material means and other objective conditions, too, 
play a great role in the revolutionary movement. But it is man who creates the objective conditions and 
employs them.

Whether the objective conditions are prepared quickly in the revolutionary movement or not and how 
they have bearing on the revolutionary movement depend on the conscious activities of people. 
Therefore, one should direct primary significance to the ideological factor and actively make all other 
conditions mature in the revolution and construction in reliance upon it.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Law-governed Process of Development of Socio-historical Movement 

The Juche idea provides a scientific clarification of the law-governed process of development of socio-
historical movement.

The socio-historical movement, above all, develops as social wealth increases and social relations 
improve in direct proportion to the development of the masses of the people.

This movement is developed by the masses as its motive force. Therefore, society develops as their 
ideological consciousness of independence and creative ability are increased.

Social development is ensured in unified relationship of components of society, that is, through the 
law-governed process of accumulating social wealth and developing social relations in accordance with
the development of the masses, the masters of society and motive force of social history.

First of all, social wealth is increased in proportion to the improvement of independent ideological 
consciousness and creative ability of the masses.
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True, man’s development is affected by the development of social wealth. However, the development 
of social wealth does not define man’s development; the latter defines the former. If a new social 
wealth is to be created, man who wants it and has ability to create it is in need. However developed 
social assets are, it is the man who created them, and they are no more than a manifestation of his 
ideology and ability, wisdom and strength.

Material wealth and spiritual and cultural wealth of society including science and technology and art 
and literature grow and develop in keeping with the development of the people’s ideological 
consciousness of independence and creative ability, and the intensification of their creative activities.

Also, social relations improve in conformity with the enhancement of the people’s ideological 
consciousness of independence and creative ability.

Development of social relations constitutes the main content of social development. The level of social 
development finds intensive expression in the level of development of social relations and social 
system. Although man develops and social wealth is increased, the fundamental development of society
cannot be achieved, unless social system is changed.

Social relations are transformed by revolutionary struggle of the masses, and this struggle is waged in 
conformity with the development of their ideological consciousness of independence and creative 
ability. The level of their ideological consciousness of independence and creative ability defines what 
social relations they aspire after and how positively they strive to achieve them.

When their ideological consciousness of independence and creative ability are enhanced, they aspire 
after progressive social relations and social system, and strive for their establishment more positively. 
And this will lead to the establishment and consolidation of progressive social system.

As such, socio-historical movement is developed as the masses develop, social wealth is increased and 
social relations are improved.

Second, socio-historical movement is developed by transforming nature, society and man.

Natural transformation is an undertaking to create material conditions for human existence and social 
development; whereas social transformation is the process of changing social relations and social 
system so as to enhance the position and role of the masses; and transformation of man constitutes the 
most important realm of social development as a matter of bringing up people to be more powerful 
social beings.

Transformation of nature, society and man forms the main realms of social development and is 
conducted in close relationship. It is not carried out en masse in all stages of social development, but in 
a certain historical order.

In the society of hostile classes the transformation of society for realizing socio-political independence 
comes to the fore. Conversely, in socialist society where socio-political independence of the masses is 
fully realized, the transformation of nature and man presents itself as an urgent and important matter.



History of human society has been the history of social revolution for realizing the people’s socio-
political independence, since society is divided into hostile classes. The popular masses have carved 
out their own destiny and developed society by making social revolutions.

Likewise, socio-historical movement develops through the process of transforming nature, society and 
man.

Third, socio-historical movement develops as the scope of spontaneity of social movement decreases 
and the scope of purposeful and conscious occurrence expands.

All social laws, contrary to the law of nature which acts spontaneously, are enforced only by man’s 
activity. Social laws can be enforced smoothly, curbed or restricted according to man’s activity in 
parallel with the increase in the level of leading role of the motive force of social movement, the 
enforcement of social laws runs a smooth course and social movement is conducted on an increasingly 
wide scale. The level of the leading role of the popular masses, who are conscious of and enforce 
objective social laws is determined by the development level of their independence, creativity and 
consciousness—essential attributes of man—and the progressive nature of social system. Society 
further develops by purposeful and conscious activity of the masses in accordance with the increase in 
the level of essential attributes and the establishment of progressive social system.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Socio-historical Movement—Conscious Movement of People 

The Juche idea explains the socio-historical movement as a conscious movement of the masses of the 
people.

That the socio-historical movement is the conscious movement of the masses of the people means that 
the former is the movement propelled by the latter’s purposeful and conscious struggle. In other words, 
it is the movement of the masses to conduct creative activities in a conscious and purposeful manner 
for realizing their independent demands.

The socio-historical movement is the conscious movement of the masses because they are conscious 
beings who embody consciousness as one of their essential attributes.

This movement is regulated by the ideological consciousness of independence of the masses. The 
ideological consciousness of independence makes people struggle for the victory of revolution with a 
correct standpoint and attitude towards the class and display strong will and perseverance in the 
revolutionary movement.

Along with the development of the revolutionary movement the role of the ideological consciousness is
enhanced continuously, as the revolutionary movement makes progresses. The revolutionary ideas 
develop increasingly, the level of the ideological consciousness of the masses is elevated and more 
favourable conditions for enhancing the role of the ideological consciousness are created. When an 
advanced social system is established, social factors that check the development of sound ideological 
consciousness of the masses are overcome and the development of the ideological consciousness of all 
members of society is propelled rapidly.
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The role of ideological consciousness rises incomparably in the masses’ struggle for socialism.

Socialist society provides all the conditions for enhancing the role of the ideological consciousness of 
the masses on a full scale. It fully ensures all the conditions for conducting the work to educate and 
transform the masses in socialist ideology under the leadership of the party and the leader as an 
undertaking involving the whole party, state and society. The socialist ideology which most precisely 
reflects the independent nature of man is prevalent in the society and the masses are fully armed with it.
Thus, the masses can realize their demands for independence completely freed from the influence and 
subjugation of all sorts of obsolete ideas, develop their respective personality, aspiration, wisdom and 
talent on a full scale, while giving full play to their revolutionary enthusiasm and creative activity.

As such, one of the essential features of the socio-historical movement lies in that it is a conscious 
movement of the masses.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Socio-historical Movement—Creative Movement of People 

The Juche idea explains the socio-historical movement as the creative movement of the masses of the 
people.

That the socio-historical movement is the creative movement of the masses of the people means that 
the former is the latter’s movement to proactively transform nature and society by relying on their 
strength and creative wisdom. In other words, it is the latter’s struggle to remove all outdated things 
which infringe upon and restrict their independence and create new ones with their creative ability.

Socio-historical movement is the creative movement of the masses because they are creative beings 
who embody creativity as one of their essential attributes.

The masses who are creative by nature demand removal of all outdated things and creation of new 
ones, and possess creative ability to create new things by transforming nature and society. In other 
words, they have knowledge and technology, experiences and functional abilities, organized and united 
strength needed for shaping nature and society. Hence, socio-historical movement is the creative 
movement of the masses.

The creative activities of the masses are a process to remove all outdated things and create new ones. 
All outdated things disappear of themselves and new ones aren’t easily created. Neither vanish 
naturally the old things nor are created the. Especially, the process to replace old social system with 
new one and achieve the social liberation of the masses is accompanied by fierce class struggle. The 
forces which seek to preserve the old system and life does not give up their position of their own 
accord. Only through struggle can new system and new life be created. Therefore, all the achievements 
and innovations in human history are the result of the creative struggle of the masses.

The creative activities of the masses to conquer nature and achieve social progress are a process to 
develop themselves into more powerful beings.

People have cultivated their creative ability while transforming nature and developing society. The 
history of development of social productive force is the history of growth of creative strength of people
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who conquer nature. The history of social revolution is also the history of promotion of the 
revolutionary ability of the masses who transform society.

Consequently, human history is a history of self-discovery, self-creation and self-perfection, a history 
of innovation when people have refined themselves in all realms of politics, ideology, culture, morality,
science and technology. Mankind has greeted an era of space exploitation, IT, bio-engineering and 
green revolution through such creation and innovation.

As such, one of the essential features of the socio-historical movement lies in that it is a creative 
movement of the masses.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Socio-historical Movement--Independent Movement of the Masses of the People 

The Juche idea clarifies the principle that the socio-historical movement is the independent movement 
of the masses of the people.

That the socio-historical movement is the independent movement of the masses of the people means 
that the former is the movement conducted by the masses themselves to defend and realize their 
independence. In other words, the socio-historical movement is the movement to free themselves from 
all sorts of subordination and restrictions and live and develop independently as the masters of the 
world and their destiny.

Socio-historical movement is the independent movement of the masses because it is initiated by the 
masses whose intrinsic nature is independence. All the efforts of the masses of the people to remould 
and transform the society, nature and themselves are the struggle to defend and realize their 
independence.

The struggle to reform society is the struggle of the masses of the people to extricate themselves from 
class and national subordination and create socio-political conditions for an independent life.

The struggle to transform nature is the struggle of the masses of the people to free themselves from the 
fetters of nature and create material conditions for an independent life.

The struggle to remould human beings is the struggle of the masses of the people to free themselves 
from the shackles of outdated ideas and culture and create ideo-cultural conditions for an independent 
life.

Even though it is waged in diverse and complicated forms and comprised of events of different 
characters, the socio-historical movement boils down to the struggle to remould and transform the 
nature, society and human beings, namely, the struggle to defend and realize the independence of the 
masses of the people.

In the struggle of the masses of the people for independence there are some tasks to be tackled on a 
priority basis, which may vary according to the stage of social development.
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This struggle is waged in such a historical order of carrying out social reform for realizing the socio-
political independence on a preferential basis and then the tasks for the transformation of nature and 
remoulding of human beings.

The struggle of the masses of the people for independence takes up an international character.

The imperialist forces are united on an international scale in a bid to dominate and plunder foreign 
countries and nations and stamp out the revolutionary struggle of the masses of the people. Therefore, 
the struggle of the masses of the people against the imperialist domination and oppression and for 
independence necessarily assumes an international character. Another reason is that the oppressed 
nations and peoples of the world are common in their historical positions and interests.

Since the socio-historical movement is the independent movement of the masses of the people, firm 
adherence to the independent stand in the revolution and construction is necessary for defending the 
independence of the masses.

The independent stand is the stand by which the masses of the people deal with the issues arising in the 
revolution and construction according to their independent judgement and decision and solve them on 
their own efforts.

The independent stand finds expression in the exercise of the rights as masters of the revolution and 
construction.

As the Juche idea explains that the socio-historical movement is the independent movement of the 
masses of the people, the masses of the people have possessed an ideo-theoretical weapon to shape out 
history and their destiny on the basis of independence for the first time in the ideological history of 
mankind.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Subject of Social History 

The Juche idea elucidates that the masses of the people are the subject of history. This means that they 
stand at the centre of history and that social movements are conducted by them. In other words, it 
implies that they initiate and propel socio-historical movements purposefully and consciously.

The masses are a social group rallied by the community of demand for independence and creative 
activities, centring on working people. The greater part of the masses is formed of working people, i.e., 
the classes and strata that make substantial contributions to social development with their creative 
activities. In this sense the masses of the people are also called working masses of the people.

The reason why the masses are the subject of history is that all socio-historical movements are initiated 
by their aspiration and demand for independence and propelled forward by their boundless creative 
ability.

As the masses aspire to live as masters of the world and their destiny, free from all sorts of yokes and 
fetters, they possess creative power enough to initiate the socio-historical movement to realize their 
independence in all the realms of social life and propel it forward. The development of history is a 
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process in which the masses create through their creative labour the means of living needed for their 
food, clothing and housing and change an old reactionary social system into a new progressive one 
through their struggle.

Individual persons or small groups of people can become members of the motive force of history only 
when they merge with the masses.

The decisive factor which makes the masses the independent motive force of history is the leadership 
of a pre-eminent leader and a revolutionary party. How the masses are brought to revolutionary 
consciousness, rallied as an organized revolutionary force and how they perform their responsible 
missions depend on whether they are under the correct leadership or not.

The principle that the masses are the subject of history clarifies in an all-round and scientific way their 
position and role in all the spheres of socio-historical development including social reform and 
remoulding of man along with nature transformation, considering the socio-historical movement with 
them at the centre.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Essence of Society

The socio-historical principles elucidated by the Juche idea give unique viewpoint of the essence of 
society.

Society is a collective of people. In a nutshell, the community in which people live and work, linked 
together by social wealth and social relations–this precisely is a society.

Society was formed with the appearance of man. All the social phenomena different from natural ones 
occur by man, and are concrete expressions of man’s life and activities.

Social wealth is the total of all means which are used to satisfy the people’s demands for their spiritual, 
cultural and material life.

As an outcome of socio-historical development, it is not the creation of isolated individuals but the 
common creation of a social collective, i.e., a social product and an indispensable means for social 
development.

Social relations together with man and social wealth form society.

Since society is a collective of people, due relations exist among them. People are linked together in a 
certain relationship, proceeding from their demands for shaping their destiny. They establish social 
relations in the course of their social life to transform the nature, society and themselves and constantly 
improve them in keeping with the development of the social life.

Social relations are divided into political, economic and ideological and cultural relations depending on
their specified domains, and into those of unity and cooperation, antagonism and struggle depending on
their character.

Social system is a solid type of social relationship formed on a society-wide scale.
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Only when people are linked in a social relationship can society as a collective of people be formed and
developed.

Who holds the position as a master in society is none other than man, and it is necessary to give full 
play to the collective might of people to develop society.

Man is the master of society, i.e. the master of social wealth and social relations.

The reason why man is the master of social wealth is that social wealth is created by man and that 
social wealth inevitably serves man.

The reason why man is the master of social relations is that social relations are established, transformed
and developed by man.

Man establishes and ceaselessly transforms social relations of his own accord for his existence and 
development. He does not blindly accept the given social relations, but changes them to meet his 
demands.

The Juche-oriented view of the essence of society is fundamentally different from the Marxist one. The 
Marxist materialistic concept of history divided society into social beings and social consciousness and 
attached definitive importance to the latter in their mutual relationship. It also broke down the social 
structure into productive forces and production relations, foundation and superstructure, and attached 
decisive significance to material production and economic relations. In other words, it placed material 
and economic relations, not man, in the centre of its consideration into society.

However, the Juche idea newly clarified the essence of society placing man in the position of a master. 
Herein lies the unique nature of the Juche-oriented viewpoint towards the essence of society.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 

Philosophical Principle of Juche Idea   

The philosophical principle of the Juche idea is run through with scientific philosophical thoughts.

First of all, it explains man’s position and role in the world, i. e. that man is the master of everything 
and decides everything.

That man is the master of everything means that he is the master of the world and of his own destiny; 
that man decides everything means that he plays the decisive role in transforming the world and in 
shaping his destiny.

Second, the principle clarifies the essential qualities of man.

The Juche idea, for the first time in history, elucidated the intrinsic nature of man, proceeding from the 
truth that man is the only social being.

Only when man is considered as a social being can it be possible to have a correct understanding of 
independence, creativity and consciousness, the social attributes inherent in man, the only social being 
in the world. These characteristics cannot be found in natural and biological beings.
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Third, the principle gives Juche-oriented viewpoint, attitude and stand towards the world, all of which 
are centred on man.

The man-centred, Juche-oriented viewpoint towards the world expounds the theory that the world is 
dominated and transformed by man, and the relevant law. That the world is dominated by man means 
that the former serves the latter for realizing man’s demands and interests for independence; that the 
world is transformed by man means that the former is transformed by the latter’s purposeful and 
conscious activities to meet his own desire. The law of domination, change and development of the 
world by man is that the world is transformed for its better service of man and in accordance of the 
development of man’s positive activities as long as he advances.

The attitude and stand towards the world centred on man are those with which the world is approached 
by focusing on man, the master of the world. In other words, approaching the world with man at the 
centre means dealing with the changes and development of the world mainly from the viewpoint of 
interests of man, and in the light of his activity.

Approaching the world in the light of the interests of man means putting man’s demands for 
independence and interests above all else and regarding them as the criterion in the assessment of the 
value of all things and phenomena, so as to make everything geared to realizing the interests of the 
masses. Hence, all the activities of man to defend his rights to independence and interests should be set 
as the supreme principle, and all the problems that arise in the activities of cognition and practice be 
subordinated to realizing his demand and aspirations for independence.

The stand and attitude towards the changes and development of the world with stress on man’s activity 
highlights his positive activity to transform the world purposefully and consciously to meet his own 
will and desire. This requires that bringing up man to be a powerful being should be set as the first 
criterion in all activities of cognizing and changing the nature and society and in such a way as to 
enhance man’s creative role in all matters arising in man’s cognition and practice.

Dr. Kim Ryong Jin

Asso. Prof. and lecturer of Kim Il Sung University

Creation of Juche Idea   

In the mid-1920s when he embarked on the road of struggle to liberate his country from the military 
occupation (1905-1945) of the Japanese imperialists, Kim Il Sung analyzed the lessons drawn from the 
mass-based anti-Japanese struggle of the Korean people in the past.

At that time the communists and nationalists who were allegedly engaged in the national liberation 
movement in Korea gave no thought to the need to go among the masses to unite them and arouse them
into waging a revolutionary struggle. Divorced from the masses, they were only engrossed in the 
factional strife for hegemony and empty talks without a correct guiding ideology.

With a deep insight into these defects and limitations of the anti-Japanese national liberation movement
in Korea, Kim Il Sung keenly felt that a revolution should be carried out not by anyone’s approval or 

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/?juche+7857


request but by one’s own responsibility and that all problems should be solved in an independent and 
creative way.

He explained the principles of the Juche idea at the Meeting of Leading Personnel of the Young 
Communist League and the Anti-Imperialist Youth League held at Kalun in the summer of 1930 and 
put forward a Juche-oriented line for the Korean revolution. This was a historical event which heralded 
the creation of the Juche idea. In his report to the meeting, The Path of the Korean Revolution, he 
stressed that it was most important to take the firm standpoint and attitude that the masters of the 
Korean revolution are the Korean people, and that the Korean revolution should by all means be carried
out by the Korean people themselves in a way suited to the actual conditions of their country. He also 
elucidated the truth that correct lines and policies can be formulated only when such a standpoint and 
attitude is held fast to in carrying out the revolution and that the sacred cause of national liberation 
could be accomplished. He thus advanced the Juche idea, a new revolutionary idea, on the basis of 
practical experience and lessons gained in the revolutionary struggle.

In a nutshell, the Juche idea means that the masters of the revolution and construction are the masses of
the people and that they are the motive force of the revolution and construction.

Thanks to the creation of the Juche idea, the revolutionary struggle of the Korean people to realize their
independence was able to advance along the most correct road under this guiding ideology.

In the course of leading the struggle to thoroughly apply the Juche idea to all fields of the revolution 
and construction, Kim Il Sung brought the cause of national liberation, two stages of social revolution 
and the several stages of socialist construction to successful completion, thereby performing precious 
exploits and gaining rich experiences.

Chairman Kim Jong Il comprehensively systematized the Juche idea and further enriched and 
developed it with profound principles and propositions. He formulated the President’s revolutionary 
ideology as Kimilsungism.

Supreme leader Kim Jong Un, who carries forward the revolutionary cause of the great leaders, 
formulated the Juche idea as Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism and proclaimed it as the permanent guiding 
ideology of the Workers’ Party of Korea.

Ri Hong Su, 

Teacher at Kim Il Sung University

Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism, a Revolutionary Ideology with an Integrated System of Idea, 
Theory and Method

Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism is not only an ideological theory run through with the Juche idea that man
is the master of everything and decides everything but also a revolutionary ideology with the integrated
system of idea, theory and method.

It consists of the idea, theory and method of Juche. The Juche idea is the gist of Kimilsungism-
Kimjongilism, which is a revolutionary ideology with the Juche idea as its quintessence, with all its 
other contents and components developed and systematized according to and proceeding from the idea.
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The revolutionary theory of Juche is an essential constituent of Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism. It 
comprehensively clarifies the theories on national liberation, class emancipation and human liberty and 
on the transformation of society, nature and man to be carried out by the masses of the people 
independently and creatively.

It scientifically illuminates the road ahead of the revolutionary struggle with the stress put on the 
internal factors. So, it has clarified that the fundamental method of the revolution lies in strengthening 
the main body of the revolution—the united whole of the leader, Party, army and people—and in 
enhancing its role, and that the revolution will take place and come off victoriously when the main 
body of the revolution is strengthened and its role is exalted although the productive forces are in a low
level of development. It further elucidates that the main goal of the revolution is to eradicate all manner
of fetters and subordinations and to completely realize the independence of the popular masses, and 
that, to this end, one should carry on the revolution to the last even after the establishment of the 
socialist system.

In particular, the revolutionary theory of Juche explicates the idea and theory on further strengthening 
the main force of the revolution and constantly raising its role by giving priority to the military affairs 
and building up the strength of the armed forces in every way in keeping with the inherent 
requirements of the revolutionary struggle which is attended with physical showdown with imperialism
and all manner of counterrevolutionary forces so as to firmly guarantee the victory of the revolution. 
Thanks to the revolutionary theory of Juche, the theories on the anti-imperialist national-liberation 
revolution, anti-feudal democratic revolution and socialist revolution have been systematized 
originally. Especially, the theory on socialist construction has been elucidated in a new, comprehensive 
way.

The Juche-oriented method of leadership is a major component of Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism. It is 
the system and method for leading the masses of the people to hold their ground as master of the 
revolution and construction and fulfil their role as such. Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism presented the 
issue of the method of leadership as a fundamental question for victory of the revolution, clarifying it 
comprehensively, and, in particular, threw a new full light on the ruling party’s method of leadership 
and the method of leading socialist construction. All problems arising in the leadership of the 
revolution and construction from the principle and system of leadership to the method and style of 
work have been elucidated to the full by the theory on the Juche-oriented method of leadership.

The structural characteristics of Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism as an integrated system of idea, theory 
and method of Juche clearly show the path of progress of the present times. Our time is an age of 
change, creation and struggle devoted to building genuine human society, a society where the popular 
masses are the master of everything, free from all manner of inhuman anti-popular practices. The path 
of development of history lies in raising to the highest level the role of the popular masses who are in 
charge of the struggle to enhance the dignity and value of man to the utmost and create history.

The key to victorious advance of the revolution is in training and guiding the popular masses to be fully
aware that they are the master of their own destiny and constantly exalt their responsibility and role as 
such. Therefore, the revolution requires applying the most scientific principles purposefully and 



employing the right strategies and tactics suited to each stage of struggle, and it is essential to use a 
correct method of guiding the masses. Proceeding from such actual requirements of the development of
history, the guiding idea of the present age should be made up of the system of idea, theory and 
method.

Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism is fully equipped with such structural characters as a guiding idea of the 
present times illuminating the path of development of history. It is a revolutionary idea with a perfect 
structural system rather than a complex of various learnings. For its weighty historical mission to guide
the popular masses in their liberation struggle, Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism cannot follow the 
traditions of the past. The age when they have emerged as a legitimate master of their own destiny for 
the first time in human history has posed the urgent task of the times to make them the full-fledged 
master of the world and their own destiny. In order to settle this contemporary task it is imperative to 
equip the masses closely with the idea of independence and lead their liberation struggle correctly with 
a scientific theory and method.

With this historic mission Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism established an integrated system of the 
revolutionary theory and leadership method which gives scientific elucidation to the ideas infusing 
independent consciousness into the popular masses and the object, direction and ways of struggle. The 
three components of Juche—idea, theory and method—provide a comprehensive analysis and 
stocktaking of experience of the masses winning victories in their struggles waged under the correct 
guiding idea, theory and method and also of the lessons of failures. The revolutionary struggle for the 
independence of the popular masses will win brilliant victory when they, the master of the struggle, are 
fully equipped with high independent consciousness and revolutionary world outlook, when strategic 
and tactical leadership based on a scientific revolutionary theory is assured in the revolution and 
construction, and when their revolutionary zeal and creative activity are turned to full account.

The composition of the idea, theory and method of Juche is an ideological and theoretical system 
inevitably required by the experience and lessons of the revolutionary practice and struggle of the 
masses of the people. The Juche system of idea, theory and method is a structure peculiar to 
Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism.

[by a DPRK theoretician] 


