
Modern Korea – Fatherland Liberation War

The US imperialists provoked an armed invasion against the DPRK on June 25, 1950. Owing to this 
war, the peaceful construction in the DPRK was brought to suspension and the Korean people were 
faced with trying ordeals.

The US imperialists hurled into the Korean war huge armed forces over two million strong, including 
one third of their Army, one fifth of their Air Force and most of their Pacific Fleet, and their 15 vassal 
states plus the south Korean army and the former Japanese army. Compared with this, the DPRK was 
less than two years old and the KPA a little over two years old. On top of that, the country had a very 
weak economy.

But in the van of the Korean people was Kim Il Sung who had performed immortal exploits and gained
rich experience in the flames of the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle and who was possessed of 
great military ideas and adroit strategy and tactics, seasoned leadership and ever-victorious 
commanding art, and extraordinary abilities and lofty virtues. Making clear that the struggle of the 
Korean people against the US aggressors is a struggle to realize the complete liberation and 
independence of their country and, at the same time, a struggle to ensure the global peace and security 
and that it serves as a banner for the peoples in colonial and dependent countries in their national 
liberation movement, Kim Il Sung vigorously inspired the entire army and all the people to the drive to 
win victory in the war.

The heroic KPA soldiers switched over to a counterattack to safeguard the freedom and independence 
of their country. They liberated the areas accounting for over 90 percent of the entire southern half of 
Korea and 92 percent of its population only in a month and a half after the outbreak of the war. An 
agrarian reform and other democratic reforms were enforced there.

As the war dragged on due to the desperate moves of the US imperialists, Kim Il Sung ensured that 
large combined units formed a second front behind the enemy lines for concerted operations with the 
main front and took various steps for moving munitions production bases to safe places and increasing 
the output of war supplies. Along with this, he roused all the Party members and other people to the 
struggle to establish a strict revolutionary discipline in the Party, the state and the army, to overcome 
dogmatism and flunkeyism and thoroughly establish the Juche-oriented method of work in the field of 
military affairs and to increase wartime production and the assistance to the front. He took a measure to
increase high-angle firepower to suit the actual conditions of the country and created many unique 
military tactics, including positional defence warfare relying on tunnels, storming teams, sniping teams,
anti-tank teams and anti-aircraft teams. The soldiers of the KPA applied these deployments skillfully, 
thereby dealing crushing blows to the enemy.

During the war the US imperialists resorted to the most brutal means and methods unprecedented in the
world history of war, squandering huge military expenditures and war materials, only to suffer one 
military, political and moral defeat after another in all their operations and battles.
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The US imperialists fell to their knees before the Korean people and the Korean People’s Army and 
finally signed the Armistice Agreement on July 27, 1953. The three-year-long Fatherland Liberation 
War ended in a great victory for the Korean people.

During the period of the war, the KPA soldiers and the Korean people killed, wounded or captured over
1 567 000 of enemy, including more than 405 000 US imperialist aggressor troops, and seized or 
destroyed enormous amounts of combat equipment and war materiel, including over 12 200 aircraft, 
over 560 warships of various types, over 3 250 tanks and armoured vehicles, over 13 000 trucks, and 7 
695 guns of various types. The loss sustained by the US imperialist aggressors was nearly 2.3 times 
what they had sustained during the Second World War.


