
Eight Famous Scenes in the Sobaeksu Valley

From olden times, the Korean people have liked to group famous natural scenes in the country or in regions, each with eight scenes.

Another group of eight famous scenes were recently defined in the Sobaeksu Valley on Mt Paektu, which is the ancestral mountain of the

Korean nation.

The scenes in the valley, which had been buried for thousands of years, began to be known to the people in late September 1936,

when President Kim Il Sung, together with the officers of the main unit of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army, advanced here

during the armed struggle to liberate the country from Japanese colonial rule.

Most Sublime Jongil Peak 

Jongil Peak, rising to the sky demonstrating the spirit of Paektu, was originally called Jangsu Peak. It was renamed Jongil Peak as

Chairman Kim Jong Il was born here on February 16, 1942. Granite slabs inscribed with three letters, reading Jongilbong, were placed

perpendicularly on the peak.

The peak is beautiful all the year round, and its splendeur and magnificence is all the more conspicuous in winter, when Kim Jong Il

was born.

When one looks down, standing on top of the peak, on the large and small mountains that stretch from Mt Paektu, one can feel as if

the reality of socialist Korea stirring and thriving with invincible faith and optimism were unfolding in front of one’s eyes.

http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/politics/xhouse-show.php?5


Snowscape of the Native House 

Kim Jong Il’s native house is situated in the Sobaeksu Valley.

In winter the scenery of the log cabin, where Kim Jong Il  was born as a son of guerrillas, a son of Mt Paektu, becomes more

outstanding, with the forest of snow-headed spruce and the soaring, steep Jongil Peak as the background. 

Sunrise Rock, Winged-Horse Rock and Sword Rock 

The Sunrise Rock, Winged-Horse Rock and Sword Rock around Kim Jong Il’s native house in the Paektusan Secret Camp were

named so by Kim Il Sung during the anti-Japanese armed struggle for their singular looks and unusual scenery.

On the top of Jongil Peak, there stands the Sunrise Rock, looking like the burning sun rising at dawn. Under it are the Winged-Horse

Rock and the Sword Rock side by side, resembling a general holding a sword high on a horse.

Terrain Features Appropriate to a Natural Fortress 



At the time when the Paektusan Secret Camp was being built, the area of the Sobaeksu Valley was a primeval forest.

Kim Il Sung said that the valley could be seen as a natural stronghold, an impregnable fortress, even in the eyes of those who were

not well-informed of military affairs. He recollected: The scenery of the Sobaeksu Valley where Kim Jong Il’s native house is situated is

unusual; it can be seen only in the alpine areas in Korea.

Hoar Frost in the Sobaeksu Valley 

In winter hoar frost can be seen everywhere in Korea. 

However, hoar frost in the Sobaeksu Valley unfolds shining scenery, the scenery unique to the valley, every February in celebration of

Kim Jong Il’s birthday.



The hoar frost, formed on the branches of evergreens around the Paektusan Secret Camp by the wet fog of the Sobaek Stream flowing

across the snow-covered primeval forest, presents an acme of scenery, evoking fascination and admiration among visitors. 

Sobaek Stream Flowing All the Year Around 

A good harmony of the most sublime Jongil Peak and the Sobaek Stream meandering around it enhances the remarkable scenery of

the Sobaeksu Valley.

The crystal-clear stream originates from Lake Chon on Mt Paektu and flows down into the Amnok River. Not so large, it neither

freezes in winter nor dries up in the severe drought season. The stream reflects the strong will and unstained mind of the Korean nation.

Nocturnal View of Fireworks Display in February



Every year a pledge-taking rally is organized in front of Kim Jong Il’s native house and fireworks display over Jongil Peak is held to

celebrate his birthday (Day of the Shining Star) in reflection of the faith and determination of all the Korean service personnel and

people to accomplish the revolutionary cause pioneered on Mt Paektu, by carrying forward the ideas and cause of Chairman Kim Jong Il.

The scene of fireworks display is a song sung by the Korean people and progressive peoples of the world in praise of Kim Jong Il

who performed undying exploits before the era and history.

Endless Stream of Visitors 

The endless stream of the people visiting Kim Jong Il’s native house presents extraordinary scenery.

This scene is born out of warm hearts of the Korean service personnel and people who cherish the sacred native house in their hearts

and of their steadfast faith and will to accomplish the revolutionary cause pioneered on the Paektu forests down through the generations

in loyal support of the leadership of Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un.

* * *

These eight famous scenes in the Sobaeksu Valley constitute precious wealth of the Korean people not only for their natural beauty

but for their association with the peerlessly great persons of Mt Paektu and the imperishable exploits they performed.


