
Modern Korea –Building a New Democratic Korea

After achieving the historic cause of Korea’s liberation by commanding the 20-year-long arduous anti-
Japanese revolutionary struggle to victory Kim Il Sung energetically led the efforts to build a new 
country.

He put forward the three tasks of building a party, an army and a state in the liberated Korea and 
pushed forward the struggle to implement them.

After making full preparations he convened an inaugural congress of founding the party on October 10,
1945 in Pyongyang. At the congress he set up the Central Organizing Committee of the Communist 
Party of North Korea as its central leadership body, and proclaimed its founding. In August 1946 the 
Communist Party was merged with the New Democratic Party into the Workers’ Party of North Korea 
and, in 1949, the workers’ parties in the north and the south were merged into the Workers’ Party of 
Korea.

Based himself on full preparations for founding a regular armed force, Kim Il Sung developed the 
KPRA into the Korean People’s Army on February 8, 1948.

He convened a joint conference of representatives of political parties and public organizations in north 
and south of Korea in April 1948 and a consultative meeting of leaders of political parties and public 
organizations in north and south of Korea in June that year, where he initiated a proposal of setting up a
pan-Korean supreme legislative body by holding a general election in the north and the south and 
establishing a unified government by adopting a constitution of a democratic people’s republic. The 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea was founded on September 9, 1948, with the result that the 
Korean people became a dignified people who carve out their destiny independently as the masters of 
the state and the society for the first time in history and the DPRK made its debut on the international 
arena as a full-fledged independent and sovereign state.

In the liberated northern half of Korea such economic reforms as the agrarian reform and the 
nationalization of key industries, various democratic reforms, including the Labour Law for providing 
the working people with full guarantees for their democratic rights and the Law on Sex Equality for 
realizing social emancipation of women, and other policies for democracy in the judicial and 
prosecutorial work and in the sectors of education and culture came into force successfully. The general
ideological mobilization movement for nation building, emulation drive for increased production, anti-
illiteracy campaign and other mass movements were vigorously launched, with the result that the 
Korean people were able to liquidate the outdated ideological vestiges and technical and cultural 
backwardness which had impeded the independence of the working masses and step up the building of 
a new democratic Korea successfully.

The successful implementation of the tasks of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution in 
the short period of time after liberation and the vigorous efforts to build a new democratic Korea made 
it possible to establish the people’s democratic system and the revolutionary democratic base, a reliable
guarantee for national reunification, in the northern half of Korea.
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