
Modern Korea –Anti-Japanese Revolutionary Struggle

At the age of 13 Kim Il Sung crossed the Amnok River with a firm determination never to return home 
before he won back Korea that was deprived of by the Japanese imperialists.

The death of his father Kim Hyong Jik, the outstanding leader of the anti-Japanese national liberation 
movement in Korea, on June 5, 1926 was the greatest loss to him.

In June that year he entered Hwasong Uisuk School (two-year military and political school established 
by the Korean nationalists), where he trained a number of revolutionary comrades with whom he would
share life and death. On October 17, 1926, he formed the Down-with-Imperialism Union (DIU) and 
started his revolutionary struggle. The DIU was a genuine communist revolutionary organization, the 
first of its kind in Korea, which set it as its programme to achieve the liberation and independence of 
Korea, build socialism and communism in Korea and further strive to overthrow all imperialisms and 
attain the victory of communism in the world.

He made a historic speech, titled, The Road of the Korean Revolution, at the meeting of the leading 
cadres of the Young Communist League and the Anti-Japanese Youth League in Kalun in the summer 
of 1930. In the report he advanced the Juche-oriented revolutionary line of carrying out the Korean 
revolution by the efforts of the Korean nation and the line of driving out the Japanese imperialists and 
liberating Korea through armed struggle. This was a historic occasion that proclaimed the birth of the 
Juche idea and the Songun idea to the whole world.

On April 25, 1932 he founded the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army (KPRA), a revolutionary 
armed force, a historic event which brought about a radical turn in the revolutionary struggle of the 
Korean people.

After its founding the KPRA grew up into an unconquerable armed unit that could destroy any 
formidable enemy through its bloody struggle against the Japanese imperialist aggressor forces that 
boasted of being an “invincible army,” and delivered crushing military blows at them.

Kim Il Sung founded the Association for the Restoration of the Fatherland in May 1936 as the first anti-
Japanese national united front organization in Korea, which was developed into a strong anti-Japanese 
patriotic force that struck deep roots into all parts of Korea and the vast areas of Manchuria where there
were many communities of Koreans and even in several areas of Japan.

The Japanese imperialists sustained severe blows from the ceaseless fierce attack by the KPRA and the 
all-people resistance in all parts of Korea, with the result that they declared their unconditional 
surrender on August 15, 1945.

Under the commandership of Kim Il Sung the Korean revolutionaries and people brought their heroic 
anti-Japanese armed struggle to brilliant victory, liberating their country from the four-decade-long 
military occupation of the Japanese imperialists.
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